CHAPTER V:

HOW DID THE MUSLIMS and ARABS INFLUENCE THE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

(Arabic-English Linguistic Cross- Fertilization)

THE ROUTES OF ARABIC INFLUENCE can now be traced to the loflowing:

1. Translation (Greek to Arabic) and Reversed Translation (Arabic to
Latin) ",

Istam ordered its followers 1o gain Kknowledge and scienee. The Moessenger of Altah
(Muhammad) said: "The seeking of knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim.”
[Huadith Ihn Muajah 224},

And alro sawd: “The word of wisdom is the lost property of the believer, so wherever
he finds it he has a better right toi.”

[Hadith Tirmithi 3%: 19/,

Indeed. Arabs and Muslims were fascinated by the Grreek philosophers and scientizis 1o
the extent that they were persuaded m 830 AD by Romans w halt thew military caimpargns
against Constantinople v retum of acquisition of Greek books kept in Byzantium
underground tunnels. Furthermore, the Abbasid Caliphs were patrons, supporters und
promoters of the arts and intellectual activities. The tamous Doctors of time: Jurjis [bn Jibrail,
Yubamah [bn Masawayh, and Hoanayn Ibn Is'haq Al-thadi (Baghdud) at the special request of
the successive Caliphs: Abu Ju'afar Al-Mansoor (754-775 AD), Haroun Al-Rashid { 786-809
AD) and Al-Mamoon (213-833 AD) respectively. undenook the heavy comnuimert of
translating Greek medical buoks (obtained from Byzantium) inte Arabic languasge. Each of
the translators was offered the equivalent weight of the book n Gold.

Laterly. Caliph Al-Mamoon ordered a School of Translaton o be atnached w the
Academy of Baghdad, called "The House of Wisdom" and appointed Hunayn Tbn Is'hag Al-
Ibadi (508-873 AD) as its Head. The latter wmnslated Galen's books: "On Anatormical
Procedures” (Fi Aamal Al-Tashrih) of which the onginal Greek books IX and XV inelusive
were tolally lost (thus Arabic transtation was the only preserving medium of the lost Greek
boks). "On Examinations By Which The Best Physicians Are Recognized” ( Fi'l-Mihna Allati
Yurafa'u Biha Afadil Al-Atibba) and "The Best Physician Is A Philosopher” (Fi Anna Al-
Tabib Al-Fadil Faylasul). George Sarton from Uarvard University in his book: 'A Guide to
the History of Sciemce; Mass. USA 1952; puges 27-28' traces the roots of Western
mtetlectual development 1w the Arab tradition. which was 'the vutstanding stream, and
remained until 14 eentury one of the largest streams of medieval thought’. Further, ' The
Arabs were standing on the shoulders of their Greek forerunners, just as the Americans
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are standing on the shoulders of their European omes. Uhere is nothing wrong in that',
Then Sarton strongly enticizes those who 'will glibly say “The Arabs simply transiated
Greex writings, they were industrious imitators..." This is not ahsolutely untrue. but is
such u small part of the truth, that when it is allowed to stand aloae, it is worse than a
lie'.

miced, the hislory is the cumulative buman endeavours. treasured experience, and
wisdem of the ancestors: 1t 1s the compass that benefus fram the past experienee in order to
duect and guide people 1o the best way of the future. 1f cavilizational history hegins at Sumer,
as Professor Santuel Noall Kramer from the University of Pennsylvania documented the 39
Frest- in Man's recorded history bused u.u the rablets of Swmer (Mesopotamia). | History
Begims at Sumer, first appeared 1956, 3™ revised edition, 1994, University of Penpsylvama
Przss], then bath BEgyplian and Phoenician  evilizations were based on the Sumerian
civilizational experiences. Similarly. Greeks based their civilization on Egyplians’ shoulders:
Arabs/Muslims buoild-up on Greek experience, the same way Furope build-up their
civitization on the experience of ArabsMuslims. bn the avademic world. when a Umiversity
studant undertakes a PhD study. he'she will be reguired 1o review the literature from the time
numemorinl to the present time of his/her PhD thesis in order 10 benefil and build on the
expeience of others before he'she can expound own creatve and ongioal work. Furthermore,
thz studenmis of yesterday ure the masters of (omorrow; also, muny studious perscvering
stadents can sometumes outsmart their teachers.

Arab scientists reached the zenith of their ereative golden ¢ra duning 8th - 12th AD
centuries (inclusive), dommating Europe ducing its dark medieval ages: i fact European
medseval ages correspond to the golden cra of Islamic world, Arabic language was the lingua
Jranca of the world at that time. Indeed, most of Arabian books in Medicine and Philosophy
steh as Haly Abbas' “Liber Regins", Avicenna's "Al Qanon™, Albucasis’ "A/-Tasrif".
Averroes' "Collegiate” were then translated from Arabic mto Latin language by Constantinus
Africanus (1020-1087 AD), Gerard of Cremona (1114-1187 AD) and Fargj [bn Salim. The
latte was a Sicilian translator who at (he order of King Charles of Anjou, took the arduons
assignment of manslating 23 volumes of Rhazes' “Liber Continens” during the ranslator's
li “imne. The Latintsed versions of Arabic books were used in the Medical Schools of Europe
as lhe unlv available textbooks in medicine froum the late | 1th century to the early |¥th
centiry™ W, In fact. these Latinised versions of Arabic Books were one of the sources (if nol
e 1am source) for European Renaissunce.

Therefore, Latinized versions of many Arabic words, names. and ferms passed,
wittmgly or wmwittingly, into the Lavin, particularly in Medicine, Agriculture, Law, and
I-cosesiastival Circles, and were used by Enropeans, because the Latin language was So
ravered ay o be used with great religions and historical zeal ay the afficial language of
Furmpe in order to revive the glory of Romans and Romon Empire. Also, following
Morman invasion of England, French became an integral component of the English
language and Because Norman French at that time (whether in Britain or in Arabic
Siciy) was the international language of trade, it acted as a conduit, directly (via Old
Freach) or indirectly (via Latin), for Arabic words borrowed from the markets of the
Cast and implanted onto English Language. Through the usage of Lalin words and through
com mercial communicalions with Arabic civilization in Spain. Arabs influenced indirectly,
tre akl English of the Anglo-Saxons. Thus, Arabic contribution to the English language was a
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peacelul intruder adopted by the Anglo-Saxons and Normans themselves, ot of scientific
necessities and human Jinguistic demands. In cootrast, Romans and French (Nomman)
contributions in English were brought abow, after their milhiary invasion and eccupetion of
British Island by Julius Cacsar in 55 B.C. and Willam The Congueror in 1066 AD.
respectively.

It may be interesting to quote here the comparative analysis of 2 western botarist and
gardening expert Ana Pavord™":

(Compared. though, 1o the stagnation in Europe, the burst of miclleclual activity 1n
Western Islam [Andalusia] between the tenth and the thirteenth centuries 18 a miracle.
Christianity had not had a liberating effect on the medieval mind in Europe. St Auqustine
taught that knowledge (which included. of course, all the sciences) wis the reflection of the
divine mind in human istelligence. It encouraged @ kind ol passivity. lihwomation,
clarification, could only be brought about by divine authority: cither direct or interpreted by
the intermediary of the church. Nature wius ‘3n emply vessel' 48 Charles Raven callz it," a
vacuum which the church filled with its own 1deas. It did not foster or cncourage ind:vidua!
observation and experiment. In the Middle Ages in Europe, interpreting the natural waotld was
not so much @ matter of teasing out the truth, as littering it with superstition, sigas and
portents. When the Arabs had completely assimilated all the knowledge that Westery texts
had 1o teach them, they re-exported that knowledge back into Europe. Through Arab
mfiltrution. European scholars became acquainted again with the roots of their own cultura.
And feamed a great deal else which had 4 profound effect on the way they subsecuently
viewwd the world around them.

As slowly as Islam el had assimilated the knowledge of the ancient Greeks, the fruits
of Arab scholarship percolated to the West, often through Jewish infermediaries They
were scholarly; able 1o communicate m Greek and Arabic ay well as Hebrew, multic altural
before the word was even invented [1e. multicultural 15 originally the characteristic of
setentists in the Islumic World, and many Jews lived there and aequired this characterl, men
such us Sabbatui ben Abraham ben Joel (9/3-82), better known as Donnolo. He was a Jew of
Onrante: when he was only twelve, he and his family were captured by Saracen midess and
fuken to Palermio (in Sicily). By the time the family was ransomed by refatives m ltaly, ben
Joel was fluent it Arabic. which he had learned from his Saracen captors. He sudied
medicine and practised a1 Rossano in southern ltaly, Like Constantine the Afnican, who came
after him, he ¢elaimed in tus Book of Creation (¢.946) 10 have studied ‘the sciences of the
Greeks, Arabs, Babylonians and Indians'. He travelled all over laly in search of fresh
knowledge, spreading Arabic erudition as he went. Consfantine the African (c. [120-1(187)
was a native of Carthage jin Tunis{, an Arabic-speaking Mustim [Benedictive monk of
Meonte Casyinef who had travelled for many years in India and Persis, About /065, be came
via Sicily to Salerno. on the south-wrest coast of laly. There. he leamed both Latia and
Greek. entered the monastery al Montecassino and spent the rest of his life translating Cireck
and Arabic works on medicine and plants into Latin. Single-handedty: he drew attent on to
this Greek/ Arab body of knowledge a hundred years betore ranslations began en masse, For
the most part. European scholars had 10 depend on rthese imermediaries w bring them the
fruits of Arab scholarship. Arabic was (vo Impenctrable o language [partly true; it reflects the
Church deliberate afienation of Arabic language from the Europeans]. even for the great
polymath Roger Bacon to decipher. He had no problems in tcaching himself Greek and
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Hebwes but the only way to learn Arabic was 1o five in a country where the language was
spoken A few outstanding scholars such as Adelard of Bath (¢.1080-1145) amd Gerard of
Cremona (1114-87) went to Span and prepared their own translations of Arabic treatises
[pecple wem on scholarship 1o Spain to learn Arab sciences] - when Weslern saence hiest
began o draw from Islam. Spain was an importasnt point of contact. Aler 1085, when Fl Cid
storme | Toledo with Alphonso VI of Leon, the city became an important meeting point for
Eas and West. . [thus] the body of knowledge [was] swarling across continents, as if on a
vast map of the world displayed in a Second World War operations room. First, the action is
in Byzantwm (Constantinople — 1oday Istanbul), then Edessa. then Djundishapur, then
Baghdad. When the first medical school of medieval Europe is established in 985 a1 Salemo
(Ita 1ax Cily) by four doctors - a Greek, o Jew, a Saracen (i.e. Arab) and 4 local Salerno man -
that becomes the focus of intellectuat activity)™

Folowing English words of Arabic etymology are only few examples of this
period:

@l -hemy, albarrass, alcohol, Alcoran, alcove, alembic, alfalfa, alechbra, algorithm,
alkali, Allal, almanac, amalgans, amber, ameer, wmir, anchor, anil, aniline, apricot, arab,
arabesgie, arrack, arsenal, arsenic, artichoke, assassin, assegai, astrolabe, uatlas, atiar,
azimu f, asure, henzoin, bprax, hurnoose, cable, calibre, caliph, canel, camphor, candy.
cane, “arafe, caral, carawdy, carming, cat, check, cinnghar, cipher, coffee, caffle, cotton,
crimsen, cumin, damask, dinar, dirhaem, elixiv, emir, parble, gauze, guzelle, Gibraltar,
gypsuan, hajj, hakin, lalvah, harem. hastish, lazard, henna, jar, jasmine, julep, kebab
(kabow), kaffir, khamsin, kehl, lemon, lilac, magazine, mohair, monsoon, mosque, Mieslim,
my-riv nadir, natron, nizam, pucha, orange, Qur'un, safari, saffron, salep. saphena, venna,
ses ez, sheriff, sofa, spinach, sugar, salton, syrup, tebhy, tale, tariff, typhoon, vizier, wade,
xelec. zenith, end zero.

(%u) i5h)

2. Islamic presence in Europe

Idamic cultucal civihzational influence on BEurope mostly followed on the islamic
conguesst of Spain, Constantinople. and Sieily. Indeed Arabic language was the lingna franca
in Amdalusia (Spain and Portagal). in Sicily, and in the whole of Islamie world (Islamic
Ca iphale or in current western-terminology the Islamme Empire or Arabic Empire) and thus
Aribi: language vocabulary seeped through and later became enmeshed within the European
language: in particular, Arabic language became embedded within the social fabrie of English
larguage (heing a representative and @ meltng pot of European languages),

Andalusia: Muslims crossed from North Africa to the sowthernmost tip of Spam in July
712 A D they then delfeated the Visigothic King Roderick and the central administration of his
Kingdom in [berian Penimsula. Muslims conquered Narbonne and Pamplona i the south-west
of Franue and in 732, a raiding expedition penelrated to hetween Pottiers and Tours, but was
defeaed by Charles Martel in s battle that convineed the Muglims that they had come to the
hmit of profitable raiding expeditions. They spared their manpower and directed their efforts
10 un fying and pacifying the ¢ountry; they organized Spain as a provinee of the ArabyIslamic
erupice with & povernor responsible to the governor of North Afrca based in Carouan (in
Tunisia) who was responsible directly 1o the Caliph in Damascus till 756 AD when the control
of the Islamic empire (Caliphate) passed from Umayyad dynasty with their capitl af
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Damascus o Abbasids who meved their capiial 10 Baghdad. A voung Umayyad prince
"Abdul Rahman " had escaped and became the first of the Umayvad dynasty of Cordova
making Islamic Spain an independent State;, retaining only economic and cultural ties with the
rest of the Islamic world. Muslims rled Spaty for 8 centuries until 1492 when the kingdom of
Granady fell W Chrisban kingdoms,

Constuntinople (formerely Byzantium, latterly Istanbnl): Furthermore. the Byzantine
Roman Empire was exposed to the sane expansionist pressure from the Muslims. When the
Arabhs/Muslims first burst out ol Aabia, they gained several viclwonices over Byzantine wmics
and rapidly conquered the provinees of Syna and Egypt. Constantinople tiself was attacked in
669, and further threatened by land and sea tor several years up o 680, Jusi befere the
conguest of Spain, Constantinople was closely besieged for a whole year i716-717;. This
pressure on the Byzantine Empire continued indefinitely until Constantinople fell in 1453 1o
Ottoman Empire under the leadership of Mohammad [l (The Congueror). Sulciman The
Magnificent, and subsequent Ouoman caliphs were able 1o peneirate even deeper in the
castern part of Europe. besieging and threatening Vienna (Ausing) on 2 occasions with
Olteman’s most formudable military machine in history. Turks were Muslims and were
fascinated by Arabic language; they ecommanded the most strategic battle-neck position
hetween cold waters of the Black sex and warm waters of the Mediterranean White sea,
and thus they provided a unique link between Arabo-Islamic culture and language with
the Chiristian west and such influence was expressed in the English language al verious
levels. such as the military ranks, architectural designs, and in the foed and cookery as
well as in the textiles (carned through and traded along the *silk road® ¢ndpomts).

Saracen (Islamic) Sicily: The Byzantines were eager to use Sicily as a launching pad for
the retaking of Saracen (Muslim) lands to build a Christianized empre ander the rule of Rome
and the Papacy. In defence of North African coast, Muslims counter-attacked with combined
armies of Arabs, Berbers, and Spanish Muslims (collectively termed Saracens, shargi'ven or
easterners in Arabw) landed al Mazara del Vallo at the invitation oF & Byzantine general
rebelling against the emperor. Latin Chnstendom felt the mibitary impact of Muslims though
Sivily when the city of Syracuse was first tatded 1in 652; Palermo. Muessina, and Syracure tell
o Muslims in 831, 843, and 878 respectively.

Contributions of Arabs and Muslims: Arabs and Mustims implemented Arabic as the
common lapguage. and inoduced much-needed land reforms and fostered the development
ol trade, agricuhure and mimng. New crops were intraduced, inelnding citrus 1rees, date
palms and sugar cane: more impertantly, Suracens developed and perfected a system of water
supply and rnigation. Mushms ruled for more than 4 cénturies anti| the Island fell © the
Normany in 1091 (ollowing an alliance between Papacy and Normans (notiee thal England
fell 1o Normans in 1066). Policy of reconciliation was adopted with the indigenous people:
Arabie continued to be spoken along with French, and Arab engineers, burcaucrats and
archilects contimued 10 be employed by the court. The externals of the life ol some of the later
rulers scemed to contemporaries niore Muslim than Christian: o particular, Roger I (1130-
1154} and the latter's grandson Fredenick [1 of Huhenstaulen (1213-1250) have been clled
"the 2 baptized Sultans of Sicily"” (notice the Ambie word "Sultan', the governor)!! Indeed,
both wear Arah robes, and Roger 1l kept a substantial harem.

The main motivation underlying these gigannic waves of lslamic conguests and expansion
{as percrived by Arabs) was the spread of Islam to the non-Mushims. Islam nself 15 based on 2
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mam &undanons: Qur'an, the holy book. and Hadiths. the traditions of prophet Muhammad
sayings and deeds (both of which are expressed in Arabic language ). Many Wesiemers, such as
W Mantgomery Wan refused to think of Mushms as making vet another alien intrusion into
Europe, but rather as representatives of a civilization with great achievements Lo its credif over a
larpe part of the carth's surface, whose benefits overflow into the neighbouning Western Europe
or Lacn Chrastendom. W Montgomery Wat states in his excellent book "The Influence of
Isfem sn Medieval Enrope’ pages | and 84 respecnvely: (Medieval Christian writers created
an inmge of Iskam that was in many respects denigratory, but through the cfTorts of
scholars over the last century or su a more ubjective picture is now Laking shape in the
minds of occidentals. For our cultural indebtedness to Islani. however, we Europeans have
a blind spot. We sometimes belittle the extent and importance of Islamic influence in our
heritimge. and sometimes overtook it altogether. For the sake of good relations with Arabs
and Muslims we must acknowledge our indebtedness to the full. To try to cover it over
and ceny it is & mark of false pride). (Because Europe wias reacting against Islamy, it
beltthed the influence of Saracens (Muslims) and exaggerated its dependencee on its Greek
and Foman hevitage. So today an important task for us is to correct this false emphasis
and te acknowledge fully our debt to the Arab and Istamic world)™™.

Te mvasions.of Spamn, Byzantine Asia Minor. and Sicily meant that for a time there was
an [slamic presence on the fiinges of Lann Chistendom. a presence that had repercussions in
the rest of Europe mumiftsied specifically by direet mercantile contacts and exchange of
techne ogy berween France and Spain. Charlemagne, King of France was in diplomatic
refatic ns with the caliph of Baghdad, Harun Al-Rashid, as well as with the latter's aval, the
Uity yad emir of Spam; and by this channel some knowledge of the vistness and power of the
Islam © world have reached Europe. Furthermore, Hispano-Avabic influence on the French
langimge was transferred into the English Indirectly through the Norman invasion of
Englind under William, the Conqueror, Also, the school of Palermo together with the
schocl of Salerno {(south of Ttaly) plaved a great role in transmitting Arahic sciences to
Evro e,

Sorab coltural/eivlizationsl contributions to Western Europe are puty. With s
hundwed thousand residents, the Emir's capitil of Cordoba dwarfied every other city in Europe.
His <00,000-volume library may well have shellered as many books as all Christian
Europe combined. shelving among it treasures long-lost Western wisdom and exotic oew
ideas from the East. Arabs mvented the Arabic numerals and used them in the western part of
Calif hate (North African Coast and Andalusia); they alse mwodificd Indian numbering
syslen and wsed it the eastern part of Caliphate (Arab Peninsula, Fertile Crescent, Persin
and India)., They thus replaced the cumbersome Roman numbering system. Arabic
numrals are based on the number of angles for ¢ach number it vepresents. So | was
writkn more like:

(or the way it's still written in much of Europe and Latin America with 1 angle).
amd he 2 was written like z with z angles,

3 with I angles.
4 with 4 angles.

5 with sharp corners and 5 anglus.



6 with E angles.

7 with & cross in the middle and dash in the hase make 7 angles,

8 the two squares in 8 make E angles.

9 with sharp corners folded from below make Bamp_lcs.

They also introduced the concepl of zero wrillen a s Dwithout an angle.

Indeed, the invendon of Zero did not anly resnll into the advanced Mathemarics and
related seienees, but it boosted peoples’ daily life communications and caleulation
processes: it eventually led to the invention of Computers based on the concept of Binary
Digit jzervo (0) and one (1); symbolized as Bit, the smallest onit of computer memory
storage, when 8 Bits = 1 Byie. which is equivalent to One eharacter, like letter A or B
Computes that eventually fed to revolutien in the Information Technology (1T could
never he imagined without the Arabic invention of Zero,

Arabs were expert in cultivation of crops like oranges. sngar, and rices and they
taught Europeans better irrtgation techniques. They also introduced paper-makimp. the
compass and the new lateen-sail for ships which let them ek upwind. Arah scholars
eontributed much in areas of human knowledge like astronomy (we still use some of the
names they named stars with, like Altair, Deneb, and Aldebaran), mathematics, madicine
(Thn Sina’s writings beeame the most anthoritative texts on the healing arts in medieval
Europe) and philosophy (Ihn Rushd’s rationalist philosophy). Arabs were the cariers of
ald Greek textbooks (translated to Arabic) thus preserving Greek knowledge afer the
origingal Greek texts were lost. Arabs excelled in improving upon Greek, Indwun, and 2ersian
science and they themselves contributed their own original new and creative works. Arahic
fexis transbited into latin provided an important sonree for Enropean Renaissance
Arab contributions also included uspects concerned with the refinement of life and the
improvement of its material basis. Public bathy and private bathrooms were common in
Muslim world, and while Top Capi (Ottoman Sultans’ Palace in Istanbul- now museum)
contains extensive quarter for Bathing and Massaging, by contrast Versailles Pa ace in
Pans doesn't contain a single bathroam!!! While Spaniards under Mushim rule luxusiated in
hot water soaks at local bathhouses, once chronicler sniffed at the primitive hygizne of
Europeans elsewhere, "{who] do not keep themselves clean and only wash once or nvice a
year in-cold water. They do not wash their clothes once they have put them on until they full
to picces on them” * . The early Christian church (in response o the debauchery of Roman
baths). frequently discouraged cleanliness. “To those that are well, and especially 1o the
young,” Saint Benedict m the sixth century commanded, ~“bathing shall seldom be pernvitted.™
Saint Francis of Assisi cansidered an unwashed body a stinking badge of plety. Thus afer the
collapse of the Romuan Empire and descent into the Dark Ages. sunitation  vitually
disappeared. hurope durmg the Middle Ages, i's oflen been said, went a thousand years
withont a bath!!! Bathing was replaced by the use of perfume. Queen Isabella of Castile
boasted that she had had only rwo baths in ber Life —at birth and before her marriage. Jueen
Elizabeth of England ok 2 baths every year and used fo have a fan in cold weather used 10
expel her bad smell. King Lois X1V ol France taok one bath per year: that is why aleohol-
bused perfumes were primarily invented and used in Paris and London 1o cover up the bad
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smel (physiologically, the sense of human smell can only distinguish the strongest smeli of
the wo .

Nhle Muslims have cluborate system ol imgations, underground toilet tunnels, and
exce lert standards of hygiene, by contrast Europe’s waste was thrown oul into strects or
emptiec direcily into rivers that also served as the drinking water supply. In fact. the slang
term for wilet. loo, 15 reported 1o have derived from the prachice of the French yelling our the
warring, “Gardez ean'” (pronounced gardy loo — weaning “mind the warer™), before
empivit g the chamber pot from an upper level omto the sireet below. Following the
devasta jon of the Bubonic Plague. some arcas of Ewrope attemplted (o jmprove sanitalion by
outlewing the practice of discarding waste on public strects. However, widespread installation
of wnlerground sewcrage systems in European cities did not oceur until the early 19th
geniary

Must Europeans had linle awareness of the Avabic and Istamie character of what they
wery acopting, The "gracious living' of the Arabs and the literatore that accompanied it,
stinml: ted the imagination of Europe and not least the poetic genius of the Romance
people Also, 1t is said that Andalusia was the first in Europe to enlighten streets at night
using ou -lit lamps (prolonged buming candles. instead of short lived wax candles). Also when
the ~waker clock in Cordova or Granada in the mid 20™ century stopped working the Spanish
engmecrs could not repair back until they afficially usked the help of Morocean Engineers,
they then logether and atter a corroborated efforts and e were able o make water clock
WO @ 2ain.

Al:a, Williamn Shakespeare (1564-1616) was aware of Arabic culture m Spam as he
Musteaced 0 his famous play on "helio”, the Moorish dark-coloured Nobleman.
Furthermore, Shakespeare” ronance story of “"Komeo and Julier™ (such ronumee without
exira-marital sex is rare w1 British practice) and “Merchrant of Venice™ (in-depth knowledge
of lew sh practices) may even support the suggesiion that William Shakespeare had
descended Irom a “La Moriscos” (Spanish Muslim Arabs converted by foree to Chnistian
Cathol cism after the fall ol Grunads und Andalusiu) with Arabic Muslim ancestors! This is
the mcst fikely explanation for Shakespeare's wide knowledge: his knowledge and identity
werz (ke Tocus of lengthy debate. The theory thal Shakespeare was not the writer of (he works
attr b ed W i, based on the assumption that he did rnor possess the knowledge and culture
revealed i those works, was first put forward by Herbert Lawrence i [ 769, In 1857 Willam
Henry Smith sugeested 1hat the only writer of that age competen!t to produce such writings
was Frencis Bacon'™!

3. Crusaders and European presence in the Levant
pean p
( 1099-1291 ) {83 St 5o 3

C aristianity as a state’s religion started with the Roman Emperor Constamine, a man who
hac s own son exectted and his wife boiled alive. saw in Christianity 3 pragimatic means of
holste=ng his own military power and uniting the vast and troubled Roman Empire; he
accepred Christianity based on his dream in which hie saw a cross in the sky inscribed with the
words 'In this sign thou shalt conquer’. However, he accepted Christians on equal har with
pagans and allowed both religion and pagan traditions to merge togetber. However, the
crisacing movement of the later 1 1th century did not start as a vigorous response to Islam; its
certre was in northern France, far fram direct contacl with the Muslim states. Papacy became



concerned thal the states of Catholic Christendom should cease lighting one another and
rather direct their energics against the infidels ourside [meaning Muslims| againsi the hereties
and opponents within (Jews), decluring that the duty of the Christian wurrior is 10 [ighy against
all the enemies of the Chureh and the Papacy™,

The Papacy. therefore. supported numerous political efforis against enemies  of
Christendom. and not exclosively against Muslims, For the invasion of England a1 1066,
Williant the Conqueror had the papal blessing and a pupal banner. In 1054, the Papucy in the
Vatican anderwent the Great Schism, resulting 1 the complete break hetween the Byzantine
Orthodos Churches and the Latin Churches. foreing the Papacy mito alliance with the
Normans., Thus in 1059, the Pope had macle 4 treaty with the Nonman knighis in southern laly
who were fighting the Byzantives, (i.e, against Orthodox Chnstians). The Crusade was even
uscd against heretics within Christendom, notably in 1209 against the Cathars or Albigensians
in southern France.

However, the Crusading movement agamnsl Muslims started when the Pope suppo-ted the
efforts of the Normans of southemn [taly i order to re-conquer Sicily. The battle of Carami in
Sicily in 1063 by Gaufredus Malaterra und the joint naval expedition organized by Pisa.
Genoa, Rome and Amalfi against Tunisia can bath be considered as Crusades.

When the Byzantine empire ar Constantnople. suffered u greut historical defear by the
Muslim Seljuk Turks at Manzikert in 1071 {463 Hyri} (when 200,000 Chrisiian Fomans
under the leadership of Emperor Armanus were defeated by 20,000 Muslim eavalry under the
leadership of Sultan Alb Arsalan); the Emperor was caplured and later freed, but Fomeans
deposed him and appointed another Emperor instead in Constantinople. With the continued
Islamic Seljuk threat w Consiantinople. the new Byzantine emperor requested a milits-y help
elaiming that if Constantinople fell, the back door w Europe would be vpen and soon eenmral
Enrope would be the battleground. In the 1™ century there were occasional incidents of
tounsts (visiting the Holy Land) getling mugged. having their mules hijacked and falling
victimi to foul play, such reports were fillered back into Europe. the telling and re-telling
greatly mapnifying the indignities. though one camot help w wonder how a boatl sud of
Muslim tourisis would have been freated i they had landed in 1™ century Paris or
London?™™ Pgpe Urban 11 who was keen 1o improve the Feclesiastical schism between
westemn (Roime) and castern Chastendom (Constanlinople), recognized Byzmtine aremiment:
that their city was in fact the fronthine for defence of Europe. Also there were fraquent
violence and carnage committed by armed terrorist gangs within Europe: the Pope consadered
Killing of non-Christians in the name ol God was not a sin, thus aggressive energies would be
vemed outside Europe.

It was Urban Il speech in 1095 a1 Clermont who called tor the kmghts of Eurepe (6 unite
und march o Jerusalem to save and fiberate the Holy Land from the lslamic infidel (). his
speech marked the launching of the 1st Crusade (of 8 campaigny in the subsequert 200
years): he captured she imaginanions of the ordinary men by the ides of recovering Jerusalem
and making the pilerimage to the holy places in Palestine. There was a phenomenal response
to the appeal made at Clermont, instead of expected 20,000 - 30,000 professional so diers,
nearly 100,000 peasants came under Peter the Hermit [from Arabic Hirmat, Muli'rie. the
Hely| set off on their ewn "People's Crusade”, by 1he hoe this mob entered Hungary, | was
starving and piltaged as it advanced. When ihey amved in Constantinople. the emperor
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immediately Termied the peasints over to Anatolia where they were prompily mussacred by the
wintmg Muslim Turks.

Pape Urban I in 1093 ad the Coancil wf Clermoni, where Ire
prevached ar impassioped Sermon o rake back the Holy Land.

11 is said that when tlus First crusade arrived in Constantinople in 1097, the Byzantine
emper »r Alexius (hoping for a small professional foree 1o fight for his primary cause: to lake
back Anatolia), he was alarmed at the size of the western armies which converged on
Comstentinople (they were numbered in exeess of 100,000, a number simply far toa big 10
matage and supply). Necdless to say, he closed the gates of the city. rightfully fearing that if
given » chance 1his inob might actually try to seize his throne. The following spring (1098}
the campaign kicked off under the nominal commard of the Byzantines. The [ollowing 2
yeers 1099-1 100) were a bloody. grueling advance through termain and climate totally alien to
the krights of France, Genmany, and England: at least two-thirds of the men died along the
way (o punishing heat and combat. The Crusading idea gained momentum as these armies
pushed on southwards towards the Hely City of Jerusalem. The capture of the city with
blcody massacres of its civil peaceful inhabitants in 1099 and the establishmient of the
kir gdom of Jerusalem (with subordinate statelets at Edessa, Antioch and Tripoli) crowned the
achievement of the amms ol the Crusading movement.

The chronicler Raymond of Aguilers, described the scene when a band of crusaders
messccred both Muslim and Jews (civil peaceful inhabitants) in Jerusalem in 1099
“Vomderful things were to be seen. Numthers of the Savacens were beheaded.. . Others were
shat with arrows, or forced 1o jump from the tawers: others were tortured for several days,
amd U'ien burned with flames, In the street were seen piles of heads und hands und feer. One
rode showt everywitere amid the corpses of mea and horses. In the temple of Seloman, the
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harses waded in the blood up o their knees, nay, up fa the bridle. It wax o just and
marvelous judgemens of Geod, that this place should be filled with the bleod of
nnbefievers'!! Pope Gregory VI had declared: 'Cursed be the man who holds hack his
sword from shedding bovd". For the next X0 years afier the First Crusade, the Holy Lund was
divided up into Crusader States (though the skirmishing continued between them as well).

Historans like to clomp events into groupings of First Crusade. Second Crugade, Thied
Crusade. bui ot was almos! o continual process. Waves of Crusaders Nooded o the region
for well over 200 years! some were motivatéd by genume mety, others were sent as penance
for renusston of a sin. bul majority came as pari of general land sind loot prab unleashed by
the wars. Behind the idealisn. there were more pragmatic and commercial reasons: tour sts by
the thousands flocked there every year out of Euwrope. generanng hrisk and flounishing
business.

This success however. was due to the disunity of Muslims throughowt the region, with
several leaders struggling agamst one another. When Atabeg of Mosul overcame vanous nivals
and increased his soength, he was able to recover Fdessa in 144, Then Saludin came on the
scene in 1169, united Egypt and Syna dnder his ke, and inflicted a number of defeals on the
Christians, culmmating in recapture of Jerusulem from the Chnstians in 187 following his
victory in Hittin B Cirea 1192 AD (afier deteat of Crusaders. in bat)e of Hittin 1187), it & said
that Saladin and‘or his Doctor. Abdul Lati Al-Baghdadi were personully involved iy applying
their practical knowledge of Arab Medicine i the sceret trealment of seérious wound injury of
king Richard, Coeur de Lion (the Lionheaned), the leader of the Third Crusade and the K.ng of
bingland. Perhaps, such gentlemanly relalionship rather than defeat s what instigated Rizhurd
it peace treaty dnd led w departuse of Crusaders: makimg the best of a bad deal. a truce was
struck, granting wournists rights o the Holy City 1o the westerners, Indecd. this Anglo-Arabic
communication hetween the English King and the Arabie Sulian extend well beyond the
military combat, for mstance King Richard appealed 1o Sulian Saladin through his personal
messenger: a Crusader Knight who lost his beloved sister (captured by Mustims. named ‘Mary!
then changed her name to 'Thura'va’) so that the sister wall return with her brother or 1o take her
brother as pnsoner with her, King Richard quoted Umar thn Al-Khaitab saying: ‘since when
vour have ensiaved people when they were born to their mothers Free?' Saladin responded by
first saluting King Richard and immediately releasing both the sister and her brother, sec g
their safe return, and he said: W 1 have 10 follow Umar Ibn Al-Khattab's saying, it is sc tha
King Richard can reciprocate that by following the Messiah's saying: leave what Caesa”s 1o
Caesar. and what God's 1o God' and act accordingly to return the oceupied land 1o/ its owners!'.

Interestingly, as Richard headed for home, he was wavlatd by a rival, locked up. and held
for ransom. The Historian William Farsichen i the book (It Seemed like a Good tdea — A
Compendinm of Grear Historical Fiascoes) wrote: 'One would think that the English would
have thanked the kidnapper, for the forgotten side of the lecend of Richard is that since his
ascension 10 the throne, he had barely set foot in England, viewing i 4s nothing more then a
bottomless money pouch and supplier of bidhes for bis noble efforts! He had bankrupted the
country as a result, and his ransom sent it into even deeper financial trouble. The irony is that
his brother, John got hung with all the blisme for squeezmng the country in order 1o get his
brother owt of jail. Richard came back home, ran the country into even deeper debt organizing
# new army. then went off 1 attack s Tormer ally, France. where he was promptly ki led.
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Joln spent the rest of s reign trying 1o repair the damage, and received even more negative
LAY -
press” .
Thus, the 3rd Crusade (1186-1192) was intially partially suceessful tn recovering Acre in
I'1al after a two-year siege but made no further progress, after the recapture of Jerusalem by
Muslins from the Crusaders.

After this frustation. the aim of the dth Crusade was diverted 1o capture Constantinople
mseal m 1204 (1) In fact, i1 was Pope moeent 111 who sent crusaders o Constantinople 1o
forze castern Greck Byzantine Chureh into submission to the Western Roman (Latn) Cathalic
Churdh supremacy in ortder to bolster his {Pope’s) authority in Rome, The original public cause
of the Crusaders. to help protect Constantinople against thie Muslim Turks was completely
igr ored: instead under the pretext of restoning a deposed relative of the Byzantine empesor. the
Crasiders now stomed Constantinople, set the ity afire. massacred a fair part of the population
and leoted the place clean, and in passing put thewr own puppel on the throne. Thus soldiers of
Chris fell upon Constantinople with a vengeance. raping, pillaging, and buming the city;
aceor ding o the ehironicler Geoflrey Villeharduwuin, never since the creation of the world had so
ivach booty taken from a city. The Pope's response e the Conswantinople (Greek) Emperor:
.. we believe that the Greeks have been pumshed through (the crusaders) by the just judgement
of Gad: these Greeks who have siriven 10 rend the seamless Robe of Jesus Christ... Those whe
weuld not join Noah in his ark perished justly 0 the deluge; and these have justly suffered
tamire and hunger who would not receive as their shepherd the biessed Peter. Prince of the
Aposles.... Nicelas Chomates. a By zantine chromeler wrote: 'Even the Savacens (the Muslinis)
ar2 mereiful and kind compared 10 these men who bear the eross of Christ on their shoulders'.
Ewerxually the ald Byzaniine line re-established i1sell on the throne as a pale shudow of their
oemeer power and ghory, The eveniual decline of an empire that could (race its lineage huck (o
the Caesars can be marked from this moment' ™,

2odinical mterest, however, continued 1o be centred in Jerusalem, and quarrels among the
stecessors of Saladin enabled the Franks to oceupy 1t once again from 1229 10 1244, this lime
hv freaty

About 1250, pewer i1 Egypt and Syna passed from the Ayyubuds {the dynasty of Saladin)
€ e Mamelukes (Mamluks), and the pressure there were soon ahle 1o exercise on the
Crusaders led wa gradual reduction of the lutier's Lerritory.

While the Mustims remained divided. the Furopeans were comparatively safe, playing
oac side against another. But the rise in power of Mamluk Egypt placed the Latin state
(¢ resaders' Christian Palestine) within the jaws of @ huge pincer, all but survunded by hostile
neighbours, and with the sea at it back. The prospects for Christian Palestine looked bleak.
tut the appegrance in 1260 of the Mongol army of Hulagu, Ilkhan of Persia, gave some
r:spite. The Muslims agreed w truces with the Christians. in order Lo fight off the mvading
Momgols, who had already destroyed Baghdad, the central capital of Istamic world Caliphate
and killed the Caliph. Bul in many respeets this simply replaced one threat by another (for
Crusaders), because innumerable forces of Mongols (known also as Tartars) occupied,
cev istated parts of Holy Land. and Killed many Templars and Hospitalliers there: Mongols
werz no fnends of the Chnstians and in time tireatened the Latin Kingdom (quile as much as
liad the Mamiluks. Despite this terrible threat ws Chastendom very lutle was done, and it was

ket to the Mushoy armics to-stem the Mongo! advance ™,
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[n July 1260, the Mamluk leader Kutniz asked the rulers of the Latin Kingdom for safe
passage for himselt and his anny through their lands. and for an allianee in order 1o defzat this
common threat. While gramting the first request, the Christians refusedd the second. On 3
September 1260, at "Ain Jalut’ just W the sowth of Nazareth, the Mushim armies erushed the
Mongol forces. It was a grest victory, and enormously mereased Mamluk movale and
confidence. Within a generation, 11 was this same power thal would oversee the collapse o) the
entire: Latin kingdom, The dechne was gradual. with castles and terriones furthest (rom the
coast lalling one afler another to Muslim forces. There were times of respite, such as Prince
Edward of England's truce of 1271, and those of 1251 and 1282, but this last agreenxnt. in
which Templar Master William of Beaujeu and the Mamibuk commuander Kavalun agreed 1o a
peace of en years axl ten months. was broken m | 285, Shonly thereatier. one by one. the
coastal ¢astles went the way of the infand fortifications: Latakia [ell m that same year. as did al-
Margab, a castle of the kmights Hospriallier. Four yeirs later (1289) Kavalun senl lns army
against Tripoll. which fell in April 1289, It was obvious that Acre: the nerve centre uf crusader
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power, would be next 1o feel the might of the vietorious Mamluk forces™,

Western Chnistendom bestirred stsell ot this tme of ¢nsis, and in 1290 a score of ships
wilh reinforcements and supplies arrived al Acre. Bul the inexpenenced newcomets, iritially
hatled as saviours, proved 1o be the undoing of grear city. They instigated a riot, and muc-dered
many Muslims. According to the anonymwous chronicler ‘the Templay of Tyre": (those killed
were not lighting men bul simple peasants who were accustomed to bring their produce ta the
city for sale). It was all the pretext Kavalun needed. He seat messengers demanding expiation
of the erme and threatened the destruetion of the eny it his demands were not met. Kavalim's
demands were rejected and despite death of Kavalun, his son was as zealous and courggenus
as his father; in April 1291 the Mamluk army marched on the city. With Acre jost, the
remaining castles of Sidon, Tortosa and 'Aslit fell one after another: Sidon abandaned i Tuly.
Tortosa and "Atlit a month fater. The Templars tried w0 mastermind an invasion of one sl
corner of the Levant. the tiny waterless island of Ruad, fromn which they hoped to lacnch a
counter-atiack aganst the Mamluks. However, Ruad finaily fell in 1303, The survivors of the
gamison were laken n shackles o Cawro, where they met thewr deaths before a festive
multitude, nddled with amows of Mamluk bawmen. With them died the dreanm of a Chnistian
Holy Land, and raison detre of the Vemplar Order™.

Aflter the Mamelukes (Mamluks) took Aere by storm in 1291, the remaining ceasial
towns fell within a manth or two. Crusaders attempt to recover Jerusilem for the
Christendom had failed wtrerly™'. Thus Crusades’ occupation was not destined to last, for
Islam got 1ts act together and eyentually threw these Christians oot of their feudal holdings in
the Holy Lands. In about 200 years of ¢rusades, thousamds. 1F not millions, were killed | they
destroyed in much the same as the Chureh hid a1 the onset o the Dark Ages. They burned any
bovk they found; thousands of volumes of sacred religions texts, and the works of many
scholars were burnt. Far from gaining converts to the Roman Catholic Church, the cousiades
spread a bitter animosity that Iingers today. When the crusades agamst the Muslim, Orthodox
Greek Christian (Constantinople), and Jewish infidels (as they called their enemies) fi ed to
bring about lasting European uniry under the banner ol Christianity. the Chureh struck closer
to home, attacking anyone who threatened its power or disobeyed its communds

One of the most horrid crusades was the Children’s Criisade. The medieval citees of
Europe were aswarm with orphaned and abandoned children, and several of them became
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camvineed That where adults had Failed. children would surely succeed. for God would protect
them i3 thewr march to the Holy City. By rthe thousands the children of Lurope poured out and
headee to the coast. begeing and stealing a ong the way to stay alive. The Church did make an
effurt o try to dissuade them. but nothing could wim them aside in their innotem fervor.
Rezeh ng ports along the coust of ltaly, the lenders negotiated with a consortium of ship owners
wh. 11 exchange for Gad's blessings, wouid provide transport to the Holy Land. The deal was
stuek the children were loaded aboard, and in a fendish display of capitalism and socal
engncering, and the entire ot of poor children was sent 10 North Africa and sold into slavery
lor a profit.
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Chulifren s Cravade

End of Crusades and Fate of Papacy ™"

The bloody crusades outside and inside Europe and the contact with peaceful Islamic
Easten culture during crusades and during peaceful visits and wade was counter-productive
ugainst 1he Papacy. Popes were extremely powerful, a notable example was Innocent TI
(pope: 1198-1216), Innocent wielded power greater than even the emperors themselves and
us2d his power to marshal crusades (0 reshape the political landseape nol ouly of Westem
Evrope but also Christian Byzantium in the East, However the simultaneous strengthening of
sexulwr and religious authority produced some of its own new tepsions: The Crusades had an
enorrious nfluence on the European Middle Ages. At limes, much of the continen! was umted
urdes a powerful Papacy, bul by the I4th century the old concept of Christendom was
fragmented, und the development of centralized bureaucracies (the foundation of the medern
nctioa-stale) was well on its way in France, England. Burgundy, Portupal, Casile, and Aragon
pertl> because of the dominance of the church at the beginning of the crusading era. Powerful
popes found themselves in contention with pewerful princes, in particular with the Holy Roman
Emperor. Princes felt that it was their privilege W make appointmients of bishops 1o the chirch
withm their lands, a source of mujor political influence for them. The popes however felr that
this power belonged only 0 Rome. A ficree "mvestiture” controversy thus broke out between
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church and state throughout Western Europe. But the all-important church did not sunvive. In
1309 the French king moce or lexs foreibly brought the pope to live in Avignon in Southerm
France under his "protection”. (Otherwise known as the " Babylonian Captivity™!) “his 5o
compromsed and enteehled the papsey Unt soon other powers were sapporimg their nwn
candidates 10 1he papacy. Thus as the 1300 rolled along the popes gave more the appearance of
heing meve pawns in the political siugeles of Furope than they did of grand Jeaders of F arope's
huge relyous copmunity. Then wheo in 1377 the pope was finally retmed w0 Rome, several
"popes” competed for recopmbion. This continued 1o worsen the spirtual digmity of the papacy.
whise image dropped decidedly in the cyes of ihe Taithful, and remained at a low lor quite some
Hme. Perlgps, wilat perceived sx @ Divine Retnbution of Black Death (1348-1350) stiuck
Europe toclose the Crosades chapter, by wiping out 25 million people. In England alone, ina 3-
year penod it wiped ot half of the pepulation of 4 million people. After this a winve of vther
epidemies swept a much weakened Europe. In Englansd, etforts by landowners (inchiding the
chureh) 1o hold scarce labor caphive. produced o massive uprising oy Fast-Central Eagland
known as the Peasants’ Revoll (1351), which though suppressed, el among the commeness a
legacy of disconent with the wealthof Ue landowners and thie church,

The ruthless Papacy wmd ws hostile Crusades wswde Europe with its inspired and approved
Inguisition Tribumals bad mAuenced Europe negatively by breeding 3 main phenonena:
1. Secularisim by dissociting the Church and Christian religion from the State legal syswem
andl laws

bt

The new end of Durwinism evelutiomst oppesition te the Creatiomst Christian belie!
(with hosuhiy towards rehgion i general) with the senous consequence ol separation of
science from religion,

1. The Marxism materishstic dialectic mterpretation of history based on the mouvat on of
human by his ccononyic need and material preed. on the assumption that religion s the
opii of the nattons; thus negdting motivation of Man by Divine nspiration por by
spiriiual religious aspiration

Western Distorted Views of Iskam in Medieval and Early Modern Europe
L)

Islam in condemming Makkan polytheist pagans and dolaters docamented in Qur'ar their
allegations al the Islamic replies 1o such allegations for the future reference. Before embark ng
on such allegations, the God (Allaby, The Most High reveals that the real intertion of suck false
allegations is 1o be used as part of propaganda wacagainst Istam:

“And rhey will never cease lighting you until they turn yvou hack frem your religion
tIstamic Monotheism) il they can, and whoseever of you lurns back from his religion
and dies as a disheliever, then hiy deeds will be fost in this life and in the hereafier, and
they will he the dwellers of the Fire, they will abide thercin forever”,

Verse 2:217 of Surat Al-Bagarah (The Coni.

“They infend to put out the Light of Allah (i.e. the Religion of Islam, this Qur'an,
and the Prophet Muhammad) with their mouths, but Allah will bring His Lign 1o
perfection even though the disbeliesers haie (it).".

Varse 1:8 of Surar As-Saff (The Row or the R 1nms).
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While it is the Muslims' right o repel evil with an evil, yet Allah The Most High advises
Muslimis that it is far better o forgive their enemies and make reconciliation:

“and those who. when an uppressive wrong is done to them, rake revenge. The
recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof; bhut whoever forgives and makes
reconeilintion, his reward is with Allah, verily, He likes not the Zalimun (polytheists and
wrans-toers).”.

Verse $2:39-40 of Surat Ash-Shura (The Consultations).

Vosl polviheists' allegations were either directed w1 the Qur'an authenticity. amil/or
invalved the character assassination and defiimation of Prophet Muhammad himself.

"Or do they say: 'He (Muhammad) has forged it?' Say: "Bring then a Surah
(chzp er) like it, and ¢all npon whomsocver von can besides Allah, if you are truthful®.
Nav, they have denied the knowledge whereof they could not comprehend and has not vet
been ullilled (Le. 1heir punishment), thus those hefore them did deny. then see what was
the erd of the Zalimun (polyvtheists ind wrong-doers)!"™.

Verse 10:38-39 of Surat Yunus (Jonah).

The notion that Mubamimum! was taught by a feacher was repudiaied easily by Alluh
deslaring thal such tenchers (or priestsi were foreign i their language. while Qurian is
reveaed 10 pure Arabie language (3 language that no teachur uses gt the time):

"and indecd. We know that they (polvtheists and pagans) say: 'It is only a human
be ng who teaches him (Muhammad)' The Tongue of the man they refer to is foreign,
while this (Qur'an) is a clear Arabic tongue.

Verse 16:103 of Surar An-Nald (The Bees).

Fudeed. Allah strongly reprimanded Makkans for raismg such a lsme allegation, knowing
thit trey were wellversed in Arahic language and the book revealed to Muhammad while
he was physically among them: "Say (O Muhammad): 'If Allah had so willed. | should
not have recited it (the Qur'an) to you, nor would He have made it known to you. Verily,
L1 ave staved amongst yon a liletime before this, Have you then po sense? .

Verse 10:16 of Surat Yanus (Janah).

Furtliermore, Mubammaad was well-known illiterate:

' Neither did you (O Muhammad) read any book before it (this Qur'sn), nor did you
write any hook (whatsoever) with vour right Jund. In that case, indeed, the followers of
faise yood might have doubied™.

Verse 29:48 of Surar Al-Ankabut (The Spider).

45 for the character assassination and Defamation of Muhammad, the polytheists
ard | agans described hun as bewitched: but Allah The Most High replies:

*And they say: "Tales of the ancients, which he has written down: and they are
dictted to him morning and afternoon. Say: "It (Qur'an) has been sent down by Him
(Alsh) Who knows the secret of the heavens and the carth, Truly, He is Ever Ofi-
Forgiving, Most Merciful....And the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers) say: 'You
felloss none but a man bewitched' ",



Verse 25:3.6.8 of Surat Al-Furgan (The Critzrion).
They then deseribed Mubammad as sorcerer (magician) or a madman: the Lord eplies:

"Likewise, no Messenger cume to those before them but they said: ‘A sorcerir or a
madman!’,

“ Verse 24:52 of Surat Adh-Dhwarivat (The Winds that Scatier).

They said that Mubammad was divisive and (ronble-maker, dividing the people and
splitting the members of one tamily: but the Lord Allab replied that Muhanimad is 3 mercy to
Marnkind and mdeed to all creatures:

“"And We have sent you (€ Mubammad) not but as a merey for the all worlds
(Alamin or all creatures i mankind, jinn, and all that exists).”.
Verse 21007 af Surat Al-Anbiva (The Proplets).

“and We send down of the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to those who
helieve (in Islamic Monotheism and wct on it). and il increases the Zalimun (polytheists
and wrong-doers) nothing but loss.".

Verse I7:82 af Surar Ai-Isra' (The Journey by Night).

They clainved that Muhamimad was a dreamer. but Allah responded with warning

" Nay, they sav: "These (revelutions of Qur'an which are revealed o Muham mad)
are mixed vup false dreams! Nay, be has invented them! — Nay. he is 2 poet! Let hin® then
bring us an Avab {siga as a proofl) like the ones that the former (Prophe(s) were senl
{with)! Not one of the 1owns (populations) of those which We destroyed. belivved Lefore
them (though \We sent them signsy: will they then believe?".

Verse 21:5-6 of Surat Al-Anbiva' (The Propliets).

When they chimmed that Mubammad is @ poet or a soothsaver (foreteller), The God, The
One wind The Only states here clearly and deeisively that this Qur'an is from Him exacily as i
was revedled to His Messenger Muhammad (theough Fhs Messenger Gabriely:

"That is verily, the word of an hopoured Messenger |Gabriel gr Muhammacd which
he las brought from Allah|.

— 1t is not the word of a poet: little is that vou believe!
— Nor is it the word of a soathsayer (or a foreteller): little is that you remember!

= (This is the) Revelation sent down from the Lord of the Alamin (mankind, jinn and all
that exist),

— And it he (Muhaounad) had forged 4 false suyving concerning Us (Allah),
— We surely would have scized him by his right hand (or with power and mighi).
— And then We certainly would have cut off his life artery (aorta),
— And none of you could have withheld Us from (punishing) him,",
Verse 6%:40-47 of Surar Al-Hagqah (The Inevitable),

The wisdom of documenting these allegations with Allal's response 1w them become
manilest: they provide Muslims with a future reference on accusations and thus confer o kind
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of immunity that recomes mnate with tine, 5o much so that exposure 1w ie aer sicreotyped
allegations by Europeans and Wesiemers can only result i addiional sequired immunity (As
for sp -cad of Istam by sword, sce chapter 3).

Perhaps there was one allepation thal Arab polytheisis had never used. but Europeans
used Cequently agamst Prophet Muhanunad: that he was o womanizer violating the status of’
Muslies woman and family!!!

B.t, Allah defends his Prophct, who nsed to spend his nights worshipping and praying to
Allsh ‘not in sex wirth his wives): so Allah documents that i Quran:

(D" vou folded in garmenis (Le, Prophet Muohammad)! Stand (to prayer) by night,
but nt all night. Hall of it~ or a little less. Or a little more: and recite the Qur'an in
slow neasuwred rhythmic tones. Verily. We shall send down to you a weighty Word.
Verilr, the rising by night (for Tahajjud prayer) is very hard and the speech
(communication with Allah) is most potent).

Verse 73:1-6 af Surat Al-Muzzammil (The One Folded in Garmenixg,

This may be better commiented vin by Joltn Tolan in s excellent boek Saracens (Istiam
in the Medieval European Imagination) Pages 28-29!

(The Koranic legislation .. [directs that] mamicd swomen are to mamtain their own
personal property [and her own sumame before marrage]s the dowry that their hushands give
thent 15 10 he considered the wives' property: in case of divorce, the husband must restore his
wife’s property. In order (o conviet g woman of 4 charge of fornication, four witnesses e
needad. Divorce must be followed by o wating peciod of at teast three months {until the end
of he- pregnaney. i she is pregnant) before expelling the divarced wife from ane's hame: 4
man must provide for his tormer wife. particularly of she s nursing his child. Beeatse ol this
concern for materna) well-being of all parties (and in particular, of the woman and children),
polymimy s discouraged: “if you Fear you cannat mamiain equality among [mulniple wives|,
marrs one only." (Koran 4:3), later adding: “Try a5 vou may. you cannel freat all your wives
rmpartialiv® (4:129). Monopamy is apparently the ideal. Traditional Arab polygamy. however,
is o abolished. but mierely restricted to & maximnm of four wives. This is a maximum by
which Mubammad himsell did oo abide: the Koran (33:50) gives the Prophet specinl
exenmption [rom the restrictions on marmage: he had as many as mne wives at one time. This,
to ascenically minded Christian authors, will be scandalous: they will use 1 portray the
Prophct as driven by lust. Yet Mubamrad did not macry winil the age of twenty-five and then
rema ned monogamous for anothier twenty-four years, until Khadija's death m 619, Perhaps
more significant is that his polygamy begins in Methni, where he has become an impuertant
polineal and military leader: like many Arab potentale before him, Mihammad used marmage
W foge important political alliances and to reflect his political und eeonomic prestige [many
of s wives were old; all are widows: A'isha was his only virgin wafe], I is m this context
that ke Koran orders Muslims 1o obey their Prophet as political leader and judge. At this
poin’. wo. the Koran verifies his right te more than four wives and specifies in particular s
right ¢ marry Zaynab, divareed wife of s disciple and adopted son Zayd (33:37-38), This
story, too. will be twisted by the hostle pens of Christan polemicists. will be used w
supplement their wnage of Mubammad as Tustiul: the prophet’s polygamy corresponded to
their preconceived image of Antichrist. Whercas Samt Paul discouraged marriage, conceding
only that is better o marry than o bumn in hell (1 Cor. 7:8). the Koran encouraged single



Muslims 1o many (24:32); there was nothing wrong with marriage and sex. as lonz as it
stayed within the boimds of propricty and mutual respeen)™,

In fact, polygamy 1s a lallback measure 1o be used in case of eventualities, when the
mumber of women outnumbers that of men

& nost wars are Tought by men who may die, resuliing in women eyerpopulation
¢ prson inmates are mostly males whose number can reach 9%8% of all prisonérs

# In Inhenited sex-linked diseases ez, Chnstmas disease of hlood clotting disorder. only
men are affected and die voung: the mothers and females are carriers of the cisease
without being affeeied and usually have apparently healthy life

¢ Feminizanon of nature due to chemicals had led 1o oligospermia and more than 20% of
human males are sterile world-wide.

¢ Higher predisposition of stillbirth and premature deaths among newly born males

¢ In USA i )1s said that males having homosexual tendencies may reach 25% leaving female
papulation largely unuttended.

Furthermare, the woman position in Islan is so highly reganded that paradise is steted Lo
be under Mothers' feet. Also. the Hajj (pilgnmage) rluals are based on the activings of a
woman: Hagar (the mother of Ishmael, son of Abraham) ranging from the drinking of zamia.
the holy water: and walking running 1o and fro between Sala und Maraa,

As the demand for [Middle Eastern] oil mereased in the 19505 and 19608 so e did
mierest i the Mustim world. Missionanies and academics alike encountered Islant with
increasing Irequency as the superpowers played out their agendas in the posteolonial world,
And it 18 (o these years that those interested in Western views of Islam owe the progduct on of
2 works which m their comprehensiveness huve yet to be surpassed:

= Norman Danicl's fxlam and the West: The Making of an Image
(Edinburgh, 1960) and

= Richard Southern's Western Views of Isfam in the Middle Ages
(Cambridge, Mass., and London, 1962),

Johin Telan in his excellent book Saracens (Islam in the Medieval Euvropean
Tmagination) Pages 30-39 considerad Istam's successes at the life of Muhammad (after he
immigrated to Medina) being very different from Christianity failuves at the life of
Jesus:

(The Medina period was also nrarked with continued —and mdeed increased  hostil ty of
the Meccans [Makkans]. War broke out between Meeca (led by Quraysh) and Medin,
precemcal ay first: Meceans attackad and persecuted Mushims, and the Muslims refaliated by
attacking Meccan caravans. In 624 Muslims defeated the Meecans i a full-Medged badle at
Badr, The following year [625]. the Meccans deleated the Muslims in hattle of Uhud [t was a
Muslim victory inittally but followed by set-back due o disobedience of Prophet Mubammac's
orders]. the Prophet himsell was wounded und the situation lovked bleak for the Muslims. In
the wake of Uhud. the carelully constructed wliance in Medina began 1o ¢rumble at the ¢ lges:
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in parteular. some ol the surrounding Bedowmes. as well as the Jewish ribes of Meding, went
over e the Meecan side; aganst them, Muhaminad staged a series of punitive expeditions.

lix the mudst of this struggle. sura 2 of the Keran [Qur'an, anglicized as Koran| orders the
Muslims (0 change the gibla. the directior of praver, rom Jerusalem to the Ka'ba in Mecca
Some scholars have suggested that this represents a break with Judaism following the collapse
of “he Muslim-Jewish alliance m Medina. The Koran explains that the Ka'ha was built by
Ab-pham and his son Ishmael [in Arabic isma'il], Abraham had been a monothesst (hanri),
ane Idam was a continuation of his religion, hanifiyya. Ishmael, far from heing the rejected
illegit mate son portrayed in Genesis, 1s, fer the Koran, the first and favoured son of Abraba,
anc the Ka'ba 1s the oldest and most holy shrine 1o the One God. predating Solomon's temple
al Jerusalem [this marks the shift of leadership (rom ehildren of Israel to children of Ishmael,
ane hence, Muslims are telerred 10 by Medicyal Christian writers as ‘Ishmaelites’ and
'Hagarenes'! | This highlights (he urgeney of victory over the Meccans: the Ka'ba must be
¢lemnsed of idolarrous ftlih, retumed to the pristine cult of the God of Abraham. ...

Despite the defedt [preferably called setback] at Ulud. the Medinese were able te impose
a blockade preventing Mecean caravans rom trading to the north. The Quraysh, hoping lo
deBvir 8 deathblow to Islam, enlisted the aid of many Bedouins and organized a major
offznsive [with 10,000 fighters| against Medina in 627. The outnumbered Musiims responded
by coastructing a large defensive duch around Medina tha prevented the Meccan horse and
cavalry from approaching the city walls A combination of defensive lighting. oceasional
sorties, and negotiation with groups of Bedouins weakened the Meccan alliance, which
greduwadly disbanded: the Meccans wer2 unable to break the Medinese blockade. The
foltoving year [628], Muhammad and his Muslims marched tosward Mecea with the itention
ol muking the Hajj [pilgrimage]. They were met vmside the city by a group ol Quraysh who
nesol ated 1o let them make the pilgrimage the following year, in exchange for a ten-year
ruce [of Huday'biya|. Islam's star was nsing. and many of the Meccans' allies went over to
the Muslims. [n 630, allies of the Quraysh attacked some Muslims: this became the pretext for
Mihimmid 0 lead an army of ten Wousand into Mcecen, which surrendered without
bloodshed. The Muslims marched into Ka'ba and destroyed the idols and statues. of the
polyticists: Abraham's strine was purified. The remaining pagan Bedouin tnbes soon becane
M sl i the entire Arab peminsula was unificd through Islam, under the political and mlitary
leedeship of Mubammad. "When Ged's help and vietory come, and you see men embrace His
fuith in multitudes, give glary 1o your Lord and seck His pardon. He is ever disposed to
merc /" (Korun 110). '

This is all a very dilferent story, of course, from the carly struggle of Christianity: Jesus
put  death by Rome as a criminal: his followers, a Christian mimonity in & pagan empire,
persecuted lor centuries. No wonder arly Christians looked upon political and military power
as evil, Rome as a reincarnation of the whore of Babylon,.... but thére is really no posilive
imag: of political power in the New Testament. Medieval Christian kings will look back to
thz OId Testament for role models: the ancient Jewish kings, especially David. The Torah
offers a mitigated view of earthly power it glories in the victories that God gives his kings,
yet deseribes the shame and humuliation of Israel's defeat al the hands ol Babylon.

Things look different from the perspective of urly Islam. God crowned Muslins with
stoeess from the heginning, it seems: there was no need (© vilify canbly power or to explain
awas political and military success. Christion writers (rom the seventh century to the

7 B YHVIPNHD At S LRI



twenticth reproach the Prophet for his palitical and military success. arguing that propaets do
not spread the Word through the sword, While Muslin texis portray Muhammad us passive in
his role of messenger. humbly transmitting the word of Gad. he is aggressive 1n pursuing (he
interests of Islam, in forging the Mushm stale. There s ne contradiction here: onz niusl
hurably submit to God's will but fimly and unhestiantly serve his law. Mushim tmdivon
alfinms that Mulimmad sent letiers 10 the king of Ethiopia, the Roman governor ol bgypt,
and the Roman and Persian emperors, imviting them {e convert to Islam. Muhammad himself
had organized expeditions intw Syria in 626 and 629 [in fuct 629 and 631 |, Muhammad would
not live to sec the conguest of Syria. In 632 he made the pilgrimage to Meeca and returned to
Medina. where he became il). He died later the same vear, his head in the lap ol his beloved
wife A'ishia. The Koran says nothing about the political order that was meant to follow the
prophet's death. Many of the Bedouins decided that their treatics had been mad: with
Muhamnad personally and that they no longer owed either allegiance or the zakal [uwns] to
anyone. Mulammad's associates [Sahaba), howeyer. declared that Abu Bakr was o he
Muliammad's Khalifa (caliph), or successor. Meceans and Medinese rallicd around him and
fought to resubmit the Bedouins 1o the Istamic state. When Abu Bakr died in 634, he was
succeeded by Umar (634-644). who led the reunited Muslims north into Roman fermtory).

John Telun continues:

(The Muslim invasions were not an irruption of a new and forzign people mto the “ertile
Crescent. Arahs had long been conlederaie members ol 1the Roman (or Byzantine) wilitary
forces; they had founded and scitled many of the cities of Syra: Petra, Hims, Harra, and
Ldessa. Trade berween Romwan Sy and the Bedouins of the Arabian Penmsula hac heen
constant, punctuated by sporadic military clashes. What was unprecedented in 634 was that
the tribes of the peninsula were no longer feuding rivals but united allies.

The Muslims' strength and unity comneided with Byzanmnne weakness [1his 15 partly true;
many westerners atiribute Islamic victories not w the help of the Almighty (Allah). but because
of the claim that Roman and Persian empires were weakened by recent war!!! Wars wsually
strengthen the victorious army. enriching it with more skills and expertise], and in the years
hetween 634 and 638 the Muslins captured all of Byzantine Syria, The Muslims won two key
pitched battles that mavked detinive defeat for the Byzantine forees in Synia: al Afnadknor (634)
and Yarmek (636)..... By the death of Umar [ibn al-Khattab, the 2™ Caliph] in 644, the Maslims
coatrolled all the Fertile Crescam and Egypt and much of Iran: they poised o push their
conquests further over the conung decades: west avross the Magheeb and (in 711 into
Visgothic Spain. At the same time Mustim troops pushed through Iran and across the Oxus and
Indus. Umayvad Caliph Walid 1 (703-713) ruled an empire that stretched from whal is aow
Pakistan and Alghanistan 10 Morocco and Portugal.

All this confitmed the Muslims' beliel that God was an their side: as a seventh-century
patriarch ol Jerusalem |Sophamius] complained. (they boast that they are subduing the whole
world). This self-assured sense of diving mission certunly was the key lacior in the siecess
and rapdity of the conquests. At least as important was the freedom of religion guaraneed to
most of its non-Muslin subjects. . ..

Jews (and Chnstians), 11 seems. misinterpret their senpture so as ©w deny the antiquity of
Islam and prophethood of Muhammad, Later Muslun authors will accuse Jews (and Chnstians)
of falsification of scripture (fahrif). deliberately expungmy prophecies relating to Mubarimad
from the Torah and Gospel. Judaism in its present form is a corrupted, imperfect version of the
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true re rgion revealed w Abraham and Moses. [t is to be tolerated but never to be pranted equal
footing with Islam

CLnstans, like Jews. have sirayed from the pristine purity of thewr faith, have corrupied
the teachings of the Gospel. For 1bn [shag [the suthor of Muhammad's life], Muhanunad was
the Pa-aclete (the Comforter) promised by John (15:26). the Chiristians stubbornly refuse to
acknowledge hinv. Followers of both religions are ta be left free either 10 stay in their religous
tradttians or ta embrace Islam: there shall be no compulsion for them.

The Chrstian doctrimes of the Trimity and Incamaton offended Mushims (and Jews): 1
was blisphemous to worship Jesus, a human being created by God. as if he were God. Tt was
scand: lous lo introduce Trinitarian divisions into God's indivisible unity, These two central
doctrines are attacked in the Koran. and Muslim polemicists vigorously refuted them. paying
less atention 9 more mnor doctonal differences with Chnsuanity, The Christians were
“assocrators™ mstead of worshipping the One True God. they gave him a bevy of associates
s miror deities: Jesus. Hhwe saints, the monks and priests,

If a resident of, say, Damascus m the 630s could think e was merely exchanging »
Byzarx ne overlord for an Arab ene, a century later it was clear that more fundamental changes
were 1 fool: Dumascus was (he capital of an emerging Istaimwe civilizauon, More and more lews
Christ ans were converting to Islam: Arabie was heing ncreasingly used. No hard demographic
evider ce exists fo el us when Muslims passed from being a8 minanty 1o a majority, but
cducaned guesses are aroond 825 for lran, SO0 for Egypt. Syra, and Iraq. While we have storics
of promnent individuals who actively sought out ¢onversion ta Islann in many cases the
eanv rrsion” was probably passive: by not secking the Himina! Christian sacraments of baptism
and Ul ¢ Eucharist, many ceased o be Chrstian withowt choosing to "convent” 1o Iskan. The
numbe of dhimmi gradually, steadily divunished, and the number of Muslms grew o
propTion,

For the Muslims. this was the rattoral. normal order of things. God had rewarded s
fuithal with dominion ever the nehest lands of the carth. He had shown Tslam's supeniority 1o
Clwis ianity (and Judaism) twice: first thraugh the Koran. then by making Jews and Chyistisns
subm L as dinnimi w the Muslim yoke

Isiam's meteoric rise indeed seemed miraculous: a handful of warriors from the desert
stibde ing the nichest and maost populous parts of the world's most powerful empires. Sarely
God avoured lslmn and wished new subjects to convert. Most of them will (gradually. over
severtl generations) conclude that this is so: most will convert to islam. Those who réluse 1o
convert. who choase to remain Christian, must answer the formidable question: Why has God
perm tted the swimning successes of Istam?)

Aol Folan concludes that the most powerful slamic symbol was:

(zrved into the Dome of the Rock mosque, n the holy ciry of lerusalem. An inscription
says he Umayvad Caliph Abd al-Malik built it in 692... |t is the first monument of Muslim
archi ceture, built on the site of the second Jerusalem temple: which had been destroyed by
Romai annies in 70 CE. In rebuilding on the site of the temple associatedd with the ancient
kings Selomon and David. the Umayvad caliphs laid claim to their heritage. source of
legitesacy in the eyes of their subjects Jewish, Christian, and Mushim. The choice of site
made s powerful stalemen: Iskim is here W stay, it conlinues and supersedes ns predecessors,
Judasm and Christianity. The inseriptions running along the exterior procliim, in Koranie



verses. the umity of God aad the mission ol his prophet Mubammad: the mseription on the
interior, in contrast. comaing all the Christological verses of Koran, ecmphasizing Jesus' role s
a human propher, asseriing that God cannod have n son. On the temple mount of Jerasalem,
short walk from the Chigreh of the Holy Sepulcher, the inscriptions on the Dame of 1the Rock
clearly proclaim that Muslims are the true heirs 1o Jesus, net the Christians who set ly m as a
God alongside the one truc God.. . 11 was not so easy fora Christian. A townphant vision of
the history was excluded... and thal Armab congquests were [Diving] punishment for Church
Sins).

Thus, Jolm Tolan explains the underymg reasons for Chostan Enropean distortzd and
falsified image of Islam since the 7% century. The causes of Western distorted view o7 Islam
stem from their jenvranct (lack ol knowledge abom 1slan). Istam-phobia (the feur of Islam
reminiscent of the medieval phobia of Islamic werritorial expansion): stubbornness (hecause ol
hatred to the culturg of ¢hange of traditions even if they were wrong), and'or hostile media
(keen to create Rise news or o dramatize minor events in order o ineile communitg hitred
that will lead to reportable events and muore news ina vierous cyele ~for the purpese of Uie
Medin own pecursary benefits), In Medigval history. the struggle over Spam. the collepse of
the crusader states, prracy i the Mediterranean. the 13l of Constantinople. the precarious
position of Vienma: all soved o kindle hostlity and tear

However David Blanks, the co-mwhor waih Michael Frasseno in thesr excellen book
(Western Views of Islam in Medieval and Farly Nodern Eurape - Perception of Other)
considered Earopean cultural infeviority as a cause of their falsified image of Islon; (During
the Middle Ages. [slamie civilisation was far uhead of its Christian rival. offering enticing
advinees m architeciure, law, literwture, philosophy. and indeed, i most of cultural sctivity, 1
was therefore from @ pasition of military and. perbaps more importantly. cultural weakness
that Christian Furope developed negalive images, some of which survive o the presert day.
I part. this hostility was the result of continued political and military conflict, but it likewise
ensued from 3 Westemn sense of cularal inferionty, Thus the Western need 1o constract an
image of the Mushm. of the "other” was a twolold process that cune (o dommate the
premodern discourse concerning Islam, On: the one hand, 1 created an image of Saracen,
Moor, or Turk that was wholly alien and wholly evil, In bath popular and leared litesature
Mushms were portrayed as cowardly, duplicnous, tustliul, sell-indulgent pagans who
worshipped wols and s trinity of false gods. On the other hand, the ereanon of such o hlatantly
fulse swereotype cnabled Western Chnsinans 10 deline themselves. Indeed, the Mushm
hedame. 0 i sense. a photographic negative of the seli-perception uf an Ideal Christian self-
image, one that portraved Europeans as brave. virtuous belicvers in the one tiue God and the
one wrue laith)

David Blanks continues:

{Whether or ao1 one agrees with Richard Southern’s conviction that Jelamr way
Christendom's greatest problem (see his hook Western Views of Isham in the Middle Ages.
PO78), the West was engaged with the Muslim world i countless ways. The crusades ard the
Reconguista were only part of the story; and while these episades and others like them were
the source of much of the hostliy owiards Islam, there was nearly atways an undercurrent of
contlicting viewpamis thit Towed back mio Furope w ameliorate the dominant tradition,
Diplomats. merchants. theologians, artists. poets. women and children, people from 2very
class, pilgeims, stoves, criminals, camp followers ol bad Easi-West conncctions, and those
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whe rcturned brought home tales of wonder and disgust. These varied impressions, mixed
witk a set of preconceived 1deas. were spread through stories, poems, folkiales, and sermons.
but mastly through word-of-mouth. and eventually a set of notions was formed from which all
Eurspeans drow their collective perceptions of the "other” und Irom which every European
would have 1o ¢choose those ¢lements that mformed his or her personal opinion. During the
Reraissance, which saw the world through new eyes, well wum stercotypes of Muhammad
and Is am were overlaid with fresh impressions, In the (5™ 16", and 17" centuries more
infoomed and, on occasion, more tolerant atlitude began o appear. The Saracens became
Moors and Turks, Islam became somewhat better understood, there was increased commercial
and m litary acnvity in the Mediterrancan, and the level of European culiural sophistication
rose te the point where more nuanced views were made passible, at least in elite circles

The emergence of Islam posed another problem as well. one that Sewrhern did not
comsicker. Despite the hostilines. the peoples of the Mediterrancun share deep cultural
trucitieas that predate the ase of monotheism, but were reinforeed with the spread of Judaism,
Chaist anity, and Islam from the Middle Easi into Ewrope and North Africa. . there are
profound ties that artract and bind two civilisations that ¢ncounter one another with a sturtling
sense 3f déa vo. In fact the “greasr probiem” may have been one of accommodation rather
thaa ¢anfrontatun. Sicity, Spain. and the crusader states were hatilefields but they were also
plazes of important cultural exchange. [t s eften noted, for example, that crusaders who
remained in the Foly Lands were betier ussimilated w local Arabo-Islamic culture than were
the new arrivals. Cervantes's "Caprive Tule" gives the same impression. So too docs the
his-or~ of Salah al-Din, who came to be regarded as a respected and worthy. opponent.
Gradmlly the stories about him that {iirered back o Europe were nurtured into legends. And
ol zovrse there were significant scholarly exchanges as well, Perhaps the clearest instance off
this can be found in (he activities of Peter the Venerable and his associates. most notably
Rosed of Ketton, who consulled Muslim scholars for his Latin transtation of the Quran.
Chossian thought owed a grear debi to Muslim theologians and philosophers, especially
Avicerna (Ibn Sina) who was respected as the trunslstor of Aristetle, In litersture, o, Islam
exercxed # positive mfuence on the development of European culture. Consequently.
whetler our premodesn ancesiors were conscions ol 1 or nol. there was much positive
exchirge across a very hostile fronier).

Cavid Blanks in his analysis of Western views ol [slum in the premoden period wrore:
{Noman Daniel concluded his authoritative survey (Islam and the West — The Making of
an lmage, 1960), with a chapter entitled "The Survival of Medieval Concepts™. wherein he
argues that Western views of Islant were 'eanonized’ in the Middle Ages.

From the U™ through the mid-17" century derisive attacks by Western authors were bom
of @ ragging inferiority complex vis-a-vis Arab-¢iviltzation, In the course of the 17" century,
however. the Muslim states ceased to be a threat politically. and (he West began to develap
new secular views that demystified religion and diminished the threat of Islam as a nval
ideotagy. S in the modemn period. derisive artitudes urlw net from an inferiority complex. but
from a Eurocentric sensé of cultural superiority. The 17" century saw the end of the wars of
re tgion, the ultimate recagnition of Protestantism by the Catholic Church. the dectine of the
Orernan Empire [Caliphate], the emergence of the European state system, the pradual
secularization of governments. important technological developments in shipping and
wadponry, (e curly colonization of the New World. the establishment of capitalism, the

T BN UART O PARSIINE VVTROD O LIS



triumph of heliocentric system, and a new spint of individualism and rationality. Thus the late
[ 7™ el early 18" centuries will serve as the period of ransition from the "premodern * 1o (he
"modern”. The 17" century was also a linguistic turning point: the word “Islam" appezred for
the lirst time i Enghsh in 1613 and in French m 1687, The use of the proper Arsb ¢ lerm
denoles & new conscivusness on the part of Europeans. although the older, maccurate. and
disrespectful designation "Mohammedanism™ was replaced only very slowly [Muslims reject
calling them Mohammedans or calling lslam Mohammedanism. because they worship Allah
alone, not Prophet Muhammad]., The Oxlord English Dictionary still defines "Allah™ as the
name of the Deity amomg "Mohammedans.” an ernor that may well be the most polirecally
incorrect in the history of modemn lexicography. [But even teday, a recent book title by
Timathy George: (s the Father of Jesus, the God of Muhamprad?). s a view so reminiscenl
of the fulsified and distorted European medieval insage of Islam).

Yet something changed. Today i the General Current Catalogue of Printed Books at the
Brinsh Library (post- 1975), there are 6,448 works with the word "islam” in the fitle, Maxime
Rodinsan was also right: we do have a fascination with Islam.

[1 was not until after World War | that scholurs began to take a noticeable inte-est in
Western views of Islam, and not until after World War 11 thal the field really came into its
own. but already in the 19" century studies began 10 appear that reflected a nascent curivsity
about the impact of Islam on the culture of premodern Europe. Spanish. Frénch, and lahan
scholars were the first 1o show an interest. especially in the reatm of literary studies).

[pages 13-15 of "'Western Views of [slam'].

Hence. Prophet Name Muhammad was itself a wrget for Medieval Chinshan writers who
twisted it into:

¢ Muachmit,

¢+  Machometus,
¢  Machomis.

¢+ Mahmet,

¢ Mahon,

¢ Mahomes,

+ Mahomet.

¢ Mahons.

¢ Mahoumet,

¢ Mahound. Sume of these medieval representations were erude caricatures. such as the
figure of Mahound, a pagan tyrant or idol that appears in popular medieval drama,

¢ Mahoun,
¢ Mahummet,
¢  Malphumet.

*  Mathomus.
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¢ Moumetie.
¢ Mimed
Pr=phet Mubanuad was portraved by Christian wnters as;
¢ Antichrist or precursor of Antichrisi:
¢ false prophet or herestarch; and as

¢ i | worshipped by Saracens (Musdims)

Jehn of Damascus (shed 749 his name Yihanaa b Mansur bin Sarjun) clunsed that ‘a
false prophet.nanied Mamed, wha, having casually been exposed 1o the Old and the New
Testurwent and supposedly encountered an Arian monk. Yormed 4 heresy of his own' This
Armn monk s oo doubt meant (o he Bahira, who, rather than merely recognizing the prophet's
divine mission, scemis to play o role i the formation of the prophet's "heresy”, John makes
frm am Arian heretic i order the better fo discredst Islam by assoctatime il with Gimdiar errors
|of Anm heresy and other hevesies]. [puge 32 of Saracens by John Tokn].

Torough a process ol misrepresentation and demeonization. ieoneelosm becomes wWolatry,
civalization becomes barburity, monotheism becomes pagan polvtheism, and sooon. And vel,
these wisted stercotypes are, moa senne, "real". They are real because, for the vast majority of
medicval und earty modern Earopeans, they served as the only readily avatluble meuns for
understanding (or perhaps we should say. misunderstanding) slam

[ven e lewned desenptions of Istumice religion are often distortions o [abiications,
depicning Islam as heresy or fraud and Muohammad s imposter. These medieval accounts of
Ishun  form an  imporfant  foundation.  comprising  un - entire  radimon of  polenueal
misre sresentation, for the sititudes wken later by cirly modem theologians. both Protestant and
Cathy lic.

\why the persistent nusrepresentation of Islam, m spite of the availabilbity of more
acurste information about Muslim society and theology? The answer is simple: it was the
pereaved threit of Islam to Christaniy thit produced the denial or the radicsl distortion of
whal slam really was, The demonizaten of the [slamic East s a long and deeply rooted
troditin in the West - spanning the centuries, from the early medicval period o the end ol the
twety leth century. 11 was nor untt) the second hallof the 17" cemury that vorees in favour of
o ertion and opeoness Wward Istam were widely heard.

oreover. as Kaulbach demonsirates in his myvestigation of Tskun e the Glossa Ordimari
(1, he presence of Islanme doctnne o medieval Chinstian eommuentary on the Bible cirea
122061 240, ('hnslmn scholars consglously borrowed  from the Mushim intellectuals,
Tirocghout the 12Y cemury Chyistian theologians studied the Qur'an and  Arabic
translations of ancient texts, a practice that was followed by 13" century masters like
Paittip the Chancellor, dean de la Rochelle, and Alexander of Hales. Their work would
centinue to be influenced by the traditions of Arabic-Aristotelian science.

[page 6 of Westem Views of tslami).

Dante's Divine Comedy is maced 1o the theme of Mubammad's Mi'vaj (miroculous
pagesion inte Heaven) mentioned in the Qurlan and elaborared by Muslim mysnes, such as



Ihn Arabi. 10 is sygnificam (hat Dante places Avicenna, Averroes, and Salah l-Din in _imbeo,
unlike Muhammand snd Al who inhebi the nimth chusm among the schismatics.

On §" Crusade, the 2 authors; Jacques de Vitry, Bishop of Acre, and Oliver of Pad srbom,
canon of Kolan, described high hope that the erusaders would conguer Egypt mnd limwe
world: 1he 2 aulhors wrote: The capture of Mecea and the scattering ol Muhammad's
hones (erroncous!y believed 1o lic in Meceallly will mark. it is hoped, the decisive vietory
of Christianity over Islam. Their hopes were conlirmed by the capiure of Daguctia, but later
dushed when the crusaders, ., tell urto an Egyptian anbuscade, and i subseguent negolistions
for their freedom. lost all thar had gained

{ page 200 of Saracens|.

Furthermore, Alexandre du Pont. (n his Roman de Mahomer. mamtams that the Prophet
permitied every Muslim man o marey Hwrves, and ¢very Muslim wosman 10 marry 12 tiines
as well. In popular hcten and drama, pagan Saracens and idol-worshppimg Moars alike pay
homage 10 a deity called Mahoun or Mahound, who 1s often part of a heathen pantheon than
includes Apolhn (Apollyeni. Termagant. and other devilish idols.

"White" European interpreted the bliackness of the Moors as a sign of inborn evil. The
Chrstian myth that explains the ongins of the durk-skinned rmees, mcluding the Moorish
Muslims of Africa. is denived from the Old Testument story of Ham (or Cham). son of Noah.
who was cursed for beholding the nukedness of his father, When a ‘Moor' [ike Shakespeare's
Othello appeared on 1he London stage in the 16" or 17" centuries, he was essentia ly
emblematie Nigure. not i 'oaluralistic’ porrayal of & particular ethnie type. Othello is ot w be
identified with a specific. historically securate racisl eateépory: rather, he is a dramdtic svinbol
of a dark. threatening power af the edge of Chnstendom. As such, Oihello the Meor is
assocuitad with a4 whale set of relaled tenms Mour'. Turk’, 'Ottomite’, "Saracen',
‘Mahometan', 'Egyprian’. Judean', ‘Intian’  all construeted in opposition o Chnstian Gedy and
virtue, Looking particalarly at the sipnificance of Othello’s epithet, the Mo, G, K, Hunter
describes how this rerin was understood:

"The word 'Moor' had no clear rucial siatus” o begin with: ™ty fiest meanmng in the
QLED: (Old English Dictionary) is ‘Mabmoden™ which niself meant merely “infide!”, "non-
Chnstian.” "barbarian." "Moors were, as foreign mfidels. virtually equivalent o Turks 'the
word “Moor" was very vague ethnographically, and very often seems to have meant little
more than ‘hlack-skinned oulsider', but il wus not vague in its antithetical relationship to the
European aorm ol the civilized white Chrstian”

As we have scen. Islam's purpored evil is sometimes radically demonized and made inlo
a monster, On other ecasions, it s assovtated with the evil of black magic. oceult power, and
the worship of devils ar idols, but such representations esuully occur i popular culture. or i
soctenies that had lle direet contaet with Islame culture. As Jack D'Amico has observed

The problem of containing Islam, politically and intellectually, was made more
difficult by those respeets in which Islamic culture was aclually superior....A more
potent and seductive foe, Islam had to be represented as o dangerous distortion of
the trae Church, » parody of eivilization, its Mohammed a false prophet, its Jihad »
perversion of the Crusade, its book, the Koran, a collection of errors and lies that
mocked the Bible.
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[pages 224-225 of Western Views of Islam].

The onen@hst discourse deseribed by Edward Saad was pol 'born’ with Nuapoleon's
myasie 1 of Egypt 1n 1798: 1t began o emerge m an et when the European relationship to the
Onent was nol yet one of colonwl dominance — when, i fact, that relationship was one of
anxict: and awe on the part of the Luropeans, In fact, us one of scholar has pointed out.
" .the creation of distorted tmage ol Islum was largely a response to (the cultunil superarity
of the Muslims. especially those of al-Andalus ™ The Christian West's anfenority complex,
which eriginated in the trauma of the carly Caliphate’s conguests, was renewed and reinfarced
by the emergence of a new Islamic power. the Ottoman Turks. who achieved in 1453 what the
Umayyad armies had Giled to aceomplish in 669 and 674 — the capiure of Constantinople. A
series of Ouoman invastons and victories [wllowed, including Athens in 1459, Otranto m
|4%80, Rhodes in 1522, Budapest in 1326, and in 1529 when the Turks pushed on and almost
ook Vienna, Cyprus in 1371, and Crete in 1669 This is what led 10 Turkish scare

An interesting example of the Western image of oriental rule can be seen in John Milton's
epie poeny, Paracise Lost (Arst published in 1667). where the West s angehie; the Fast s
demaonic. Milton's depuction of Satan is based upon a8 predonunantly (but not entwely) negative
and losile attitude towards Istamie culture, a deeply imbedded way of thinking about the
Onen that was (and still is) prevalent in the West. For example. Milton's presentation of Satan's.
powe= an) fortttude in Books | and 11 depicts Satan as a heroie leader who remains finn in s
epic wsistance m spite of hig defeat and fall. Like the Ottoman regime. which maintained its
posve despite major defeats such as the battle of Ankara (the defest of Bayazid by Timurlane)
in 1402 und the nasel battle at Lepanto in 1370, Satan rallies his army of devils and unites them
i a comtinued effort W defy the forees of Good. Like Satan. the Ottoman sultan was seen as a
ligure of tyranny. pride. and pomp leading an evil empire in a violent effort to conquer
Chrisendom and extinguish the true fanh.

[pages 218-219 of "'Western Views of Islam'].

“he Mudieval image of Islam was drawn into a carloon depicting Prophet Mubammad
stancing on a podium, being worshipped by Mushms imder the influence af Satan: indeed (hat
very cartoon fonmed the frant cover of o good book "Saracens — Islam in the Medicval
Furoscan imagimation’. Again, in oor modern era and under the (lalse) guise of press freedom.
i 73-year-old Kurt Westergaard. the cartoomst at Jyllands-Posten, the Danish newspaper in 30
Seplember 20035, caused an international storm over his 12 earloons drawings of the Prophet
Mohanumiad published mi Europesn media, Following the publication in France Soir in Pans,
the pubbisher of France Soir. Raymomel Lakah, wisely fired the editorial director of the
new: paper. Jacques Lefrane, stating his decision 1o fire Lefrane as president and director of
Ihe mewspaper i "a strong sign of respect o the mtimate comvictions and beliefs of each
indi* dual.” In continuing protests. Syria and Saudi Arabia have recalled their envoys from
Den nark and anti-Danish protests have crupted. Al Damish goods and food products were
boyeotted by the Muslims seross the Islamic World. Cartoon drawings were reminiscent of
Mecieval European falsified image abont Islam.

Even in the 20th century, the writer Salman Rushdie repeated this medieval distorted
imazz of Islam based oo s ignorance and his deliberate distortion of Qur'anic verses. His
pub ication of The Satanic Verses' in September 1988 was printed with irreverent depiction
of the prophet Muhammad. Aceording to Rushdie, Muhammad (named Mabound in the book)
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added verses to the Qur'an pecepting three goddesses thar used 1w be worshipped in Megea as
diving bemngs: Muhammad later revoked the verses, saying the devil tempted him L uller
these lines 10 appease the Mceccans (hence the “Satamie” verses). But Roshdie claimed that
these disputed verses were actually from the maouth of the Archangel Gibreel The book was
banmed 1 many countries with hrge Mushim communitics. In fact. Rushdie founded his
whole book on a false narrated story of al-Gharanig al-Ula (the high-flving birds in
reference to idols) which was rejected by Muslim scholars as False: hence his whole
hook came symbolizing nothing hut ignorance and deliberate distortion of Islam,

EEven in the 21st century, Kilroy-Silk derisory comments abioul Arabs and Mushms were
very reminiscent of this medieval distorted view of Islum and the false image of Muslims.
Robert Kilrov-Silk. a voung MP left Labour palities in the ntid-1980s tor u highly paid career
in the media (Kilroy show, BBCT Television). His show Kilroy started on November [ %86 as
Day To Day. It ran until 2004, when the progranmune was cancelled by the BBC and Kilroy-
Silk was suspended pending disciplinary investigation after an article entitled "We owe Arabs
nothing' published in the Sunday Express o 4 Junuary 2004, In a BBC Hard Talk mterview.
Kilroy has mistaken Tranians or Arabs in the article and erroneously associated Arabs with
Afghans. demonstrating - according 10 eritivs - a general ignorance aboul Arabs, One passage
in the article reads:

"We're told that the Arabs loathe us. Really? Far liberating the Iraqis? Fay
subsidizing the lifestyles of people in Egypt and Jordan, 1o name buil two, far
giving them vast amounts of aid? For providing them with science, medicine,
technology and all the other benefits of the West? They should go down on their
kaees and thank God for the munificence of the United States. What do they
think we feel about them? That we adore them for the way they murdered
more than 3,000 civiliuns on September 11 and then danced in the hot, dusiy
streets ta celebrate the murders? That we admive them for the cold-blooded
killings in Mombasa, Yemen and clsewhere? That we admire them for being
suicide bombers, limb-amputators, women repressors?”

The article was strongly condenmined by the Mushm Council of Briaum and the
Commission for Racwy) Equality,. A columnist for The Guardian wanmed Kilrow-Silk
prosecuted for "incitement to racial hatred”. The chairman of the MCB, 1 a letter w the
cantroller of BBCL, branded 1the presenter an Islumaphobe and asked the corporation (e 1ake
disciplinary action. "Silk appears unable (or unwilling} te distinguish between the terrorists
who perpetrated the September 11 atrocities and the ordinary Arab peoples who consti-ute o
population of over 200 million." A Middle Eastern expent &t York University said the article
displayed a dangerous "ethnocentricity”. And added: "He does not have a history (hat goes
beyond September |1, The world begins on September 11 for kam but 1 would like to wll him
that the world getually began 3000 years befare Chrisi." The BBC decision to suspend K- lroy-
Silk’s daily show and to sack lum afterward deserved respect and praise by all British
Muslims and non-Muslims alike. especially the British of Arab origin, because Kilroy-Silk
not only imsulied Arahs and Musiims with his racist attuck. he also insulied the organtziiion
he worked for (BBC), which 1s renownied for is objectivity and professionality and has gained
a world-wide reputanion because of this,

Interestingly and surprismgly, Pope Benedict XV of the Vatican repterated the Medieval
distoried image of Islam by ks thinly veiled atack on Islam thit came during « theotogical
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kectare on 12 Septemsber 2006 w the staff und students ut the University of Regensburg, where
he 3 ht theology in the 1970,

Leing the words, "ithad” and "holy war®, the Pope quoted crimicisms of the prophet
Mo mrmed by 2 14 century Byzantine Christian emperor. Manuel 18, during a debate with a
leamee Perstin. "Show me just what Molummed hrousht that was now. and there you will find
thipgs unly evil and inhuman, such as lus command ro spread by the sword the [aith he
preachxd," Benedicr quoted the emperor as sayving. "The emperor goes on to explam in dexail
the resssons why spreading the Faith through violenee is sumething voreasonable,” the Pope said
and adced:. "Vielence s incompatible with the nature of God and the nature of the soul.” Alier
all, 1t was one of Benedicr's predecessors, Urban 11, who lirst summoned a Christian. jibad
agains [slam. And it is born-agam Christians who have been at the foretrom of support for the
iny 4s1@71 of Iraq. the vecupation of Palestinian lands by Istiel. and the whole “reorganization” of
the M ddle East - o catastrophe iy which many thousands of Mushims have lost their lives. By
the woy, Manucl 11 E1350-1425) was the second-to-last emperor of the Easi-Roman (Byzinting)
Emgire. As o boy. he had been held prisoner by the Turks, and his dialogues took place as his
inh2rignee lny i jecpardy to the Ottomnan empire, and his capital under siege. Only 2% years
after hs deail, Constantinople, the capita) of Byzantine Empice fell 1o the Qtomarns undu
Subann Mubammad 1T (Mubaninad, the Congueror). Benedict has spoken publicly of
Christanity s the comerstone of Europe and against the admission of Turkey tnto the European
Counci). He satd Turkey should seek its Tuture inan associaton of Jslatme nations, nol with the
FL, wch has Chnstion roots. Another report in the Guardian gives some insight into the
thinking ol Vatican about Istam. Johin Hooper of Guardian reports from Rome that Pope
belevzes his church should tike wugher hne on bslam. But what makes his comments from
Bavana doubly insensitive is that Munich and its surrounding towns are home to thousands of
Twkizh, who are ofien badly treated by local Gemuns and frequently subjected (o rucism.
Urlik : late Pope Tohn Paul, Cardinal Ratzinger, who took the name of Benediet XV after his
cleenion as Pope, does not approve of jomt prayverss with Muslims. He 18 also skeptical of the
vaue of toer-religious. dialogue, Marco Politi. the Vatieun expert for the lalian dally Lu
Repubhei. said: "Cenainly he ¢loses the door w an ides which was very dear to John Paul L -
the 1dea that Chnshans, Jews and Mushms have the sume God and have (o pray logether 1o the
same God." Not surprisingly. Pope Benediet's: otack on Islam drew sharp reaction from the
Maslan world, The §7-member-state Organization. of Islame Conference (OIC) while
cotdamning the pope's statement expressed hope” that such surprising connents are not parl of
a new campaign against 1slom by the Vatican, especially after decades of dialogue that brought
schol s from the Musiims world wogether wath scholars Irony the Vatcan.”

Following the World Trade Centre catasirophe (on 11/9.2001). Alexander Cockbum on 7
Septeriber 2002 wrote that Bush Crusade on terrorism became Kknown as The Tenlh
Cruside that led to the invasion and oceupation of Alghanistan and Irag, Indeed. on 9™ June
2007 Presitem Bush wisited Pope Benedier XVI of the \:mcan (both men are Roman
Catholic!) perhapy to consolidate what is known taday as the 10" Crusade,
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Thus. 1t seems that Europe had taken more than 12 centuries to call Muslims by their
prop e name Muslims and to consider them monotheists (not pagans. infidels. polytheisis, or
celiimz them by their ethnic orngim, 45 Arab, Turk. and Saracens). The West is now able to



recognize Muhanminad as the Prophet of Islum {he 15 neither a God 1o be worshipped. nor a
heretic) and 1o pronomee his name properly ds Muhammad fnot ombeund or Mahen tor
example): and that his [ellowers are the Muslims iMusTims reject calling them Mohammredans
or callmg [slam Mohammedanism, because they worshiip  Allsh alone, not Prophet
Muhamumad). Calling things and people by their proper (Arabic) names 1s by iiself 2 major
histoncal advancement.

Indeed. Prophet Mubhammad and the Foundation of Islam had been figured in
academic and classical books listing Greal Influential Men or Great Events thal skaped
the History of Mankind. for example:

1. The Founding of Istam, page 134- 140 m:
John Caming” *1080 Great Events that Changed the Wordd trom Bubvlonia to the
Space Age” published by Odhams Books Lid. Londan, 1963
Mobammed (570 - 632). puge 185 19)
John Canmng” 100 Great Kings, Queens and Rulers of the World® published by
Odhams Books Lid. London. 1967

| i

Number 1: Muhammad S70 - 632, page 53 40 10

Michael I Hart” *The 100 — A Ranking of The Maost Influential Persons in History’
Hart Publishing Company. New York City, 1978,

Prephet Mubammad was the focus of many useiul recent studies, for example:
In the Footsteps of the Propher: Lessons from the Life of Muhammad by Tarig
Ramada {2009)

Muhammad: A Prophet for Our Time by Karen Arnsirong (2007)

Muhammad, Froplet of God by Daniel Peterson (2007)

Mubammad: His Life Based on the Earlicst Sources by Martin Lings (2006)
Muhammad by Demi (2003)

The Life and Work of Muhammad (Critical Lives) by Yahiya Emerick (2002)
Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman by W. Montgomery Wait (1974)
Muhanunad in the Bible by Professar Abdu'l-Ahad Dawud (1994)

Recycting the negative dark past into our presemt 21% century can prove extramely
dangerous path. History is a-cirele: and it is always better to reeyele the positive bright aspects
ol the past history o our present and implement into our fulure, Also. the fear of (slam
should cease, and the term Islamophobia’ should become one of the obsolete words in English
language. The Western hemisphere is @ fertile ficld for & better understanding of Istam., for
Istam i the religion of Allal, since creation of Adam. Islam is e One true faith frons The
COne True God: @ code of e instituted by the Maker Himsell Tor His crearion.

Terrorismy must be dilferenuned and excluded rom Islam and ather Taiths (indeed. there
are more radical Christians, Jews, and Hindgs in the world meh more than Radical Musl ms).
Furthermore, those who converted (o embrace Islam felt the difference immedigely and
became more peacetul with themiselves and with others: they also became much beuer
believers by becoming closer 1o Moses and nearer 1o lesus thin ever before. and by knowing
that the God Allah is the One and the Only One. and that everything else are His ereations.
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Wien the Tanar invaders comverted to Islam. they became much more productive and
usefisk their savagery and destruction of civilizations was replaced by building of eivilization
und um fying cullure as n the Mughal dynasty in the Indian subcontinent.

S nee Islam is the only true religion of God (Alkah): therefore no one owns Islam.
Even though the message of Islam was conveyved to the workl, by Arabs, Memluks,
Meors, and Turks. but the fact remains: Islam is not a property of anvone. Islam came
for a) human mankind, and evervone is obliged and concerned with the spread of
Allal’s Message to the World.

There ure sull mstorical reports abow conversion of Napoleon Bonaparte 1o Islam alier
the French campaign on Egypl in 1798, when he became closer to Mustim Scholars and in
dirzct contil with Muslim commurty

Napoleon Bonaparte was quoted in Chnstian Cherfils, “Bonaparte e Islam,” Pedone Ed.,
Pans, France, 1914, ppo 105, 125 Onginal Relerences: "Correspondence de Napoléon fer
Tesne V picece n® 4287 du 17/07/1799..",

"1 hope the time is not Tar off when [ shall be able (o anite all the wise and educated
men ol all the countries and establish a uniform regime based on the principles of
Qur'an which alone are true snd whick alone cun lead men to happiness,” "',

I owever, he Jeft Egypl rather early (leaving his amey hehind) before his faith had gelled
and salidified. and lus Islamic beliel had matenalized.

The recent immigration history, or the exadus of Muslims (rom their own ¢ountries to the
Wastern hemisphiere and in pacueutar 1o UK and USA had led © a8 and (o a better dialogue
and t» a better understanding of Islam. Indeed one of the London weekly magazines Time
Out' m 6-12 June 2007 published a balanced article emitled: Is London's future Isiamic?
Ard xased on imerview of mamy eross-sections of Londoners documented the many benefits
Iskan can briog to the city, for instance, forbid alcohol and you'd avoid 22,000 deaths and o £
7.3 b Ihon hill for alcabol-relaied erime each year.

HRH Pringe Charles of Wales, the Pawon of the Oxford Centre for Islanuce Studies had
stron gy criticised the 1slumophobia in the west, and had delivered 3 most inspiring lectures
ar 15 am entitled
1. "ISLAM AND THE WEST!" at the Oxlord Centre for Islamic Studies, 27th Qerober 1993
2. *4a SENSE OF THE SACRED: BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN ISLAM AND

THE WEST" at Witton Park, a respected institute in England for the study of miernabonal
1srues. on 13 December | 996,

3. *LNITY IN FAITH' at Al-Azhar University Cairo, o 2{ Mareh 2006.

Ity his lecture: 'ISLAM AND THE WEST' was whole-heartedly speech and he recailed an
Acab proverb: "What comes from the lips reaches the ears. What comes from the heart
reac ws the heart,' [HIRH then sawl:

«there is also much ignorance aboul the debt por own culture and civilisation owe
to the Islamic world, It is a failure which stems, | think, from the straitjacket of history
which we have inherited. The medieval Islamic world, from Central Asia to the shores
o' the Atlantic, was a world where seholars and men of learning Nourished.



The contribution of Muslim Spain ta the preservation of classicul learning during
the Dark Ages, and to the first lowerings of the Renaissance. has long heen recognised.

Istam nurtured and preserved the quest for learning. In the words of the (racition,
‘the ink of the scholar ix more sucred than the blood of the martyr'. Cordoba in the 10th
eentury was by ar the most civilised city of Eurepe. Wis said that the $00.008 v umes
in ifs ruler's library amounted to more hooks than all the libraries of the rest of Earope
put together. That was made possible beeanse the Muslim world sequired from China
the skill of making paper more thaa 400 years before the rest of non-Muslim Ewrope.
Muany of the traits on which modern Eurape prides itself came to it from Musiim S pain,
Diplomacy. free tradeé, apen borders. the technigues of academic researca, of
anthropology. etiquette. fashion. various types of medicine. hospitals, all came from this
great city of cities.

Medieval Islam was a religion of remarkable tolerance for its time, allowing Jews
and Christians the vight to practise their inherited beliefs, and setting an example which
was net, unfortumately, copied for many centuries in the West.

Iskam is part of our past and our present. in all fields of human endesvour. 1t has
helped to create modern Europe. 1tis part of our own inheritance. not a thing apart

More than this, Islam can teach us today a way of understanding and living i the
world which Christianity itself is the poorer for having lost, At the heart of Ishawm is its
preservation of an integral view of the Universe.

But the West gradually lost this integrated vision of the world with Copernicus and
Descartes and the coming of the scientific revolution. A comprehensive philosoply of
nafure is no longer part of our evervday beliefs.

This erucial sense of oneness and trusteeship of the vital sacramental and spiritnal
character of the world about bs is surely something important we can re-learn from
Islam. Each of us needs to understand the importance of conciliation, of reflection -
TADABBUR is the word, | believe - to open our minds and unlock our hearrs to sach
other. I am utterly convinced that the Ishumic and the Western worlds have much 10
learn from each other. Just as the oil engineer in the Gulf may be European, so the beart
transpbapt surgeon in Britain may be Egyptian),

HRH Prince Charles of Wales dehvered another lecture entuled: *A SENSE OF THE
SACRED: BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN ISLAM AND THE WEST' @t W liop
Park. at which he said: (Modern materialism in my humble opinion is unbalanced and
inereasingly damaging in its long-tero consequences.

Religion and science have becomw separated. with the result, as Williain Wordsworth
said, "Little we see in nature that is owrs”, Science has attempted to take over the mataral
world from God. with the resalt that it has fragmented the cosmos and relegated the
sacred to a separate, and secondary, compartment of our understanding, divorced fom
the practical day to day existence.

In my view, a more holistic approuch is needed in vur confemporary waorld. Scienee
has done the inestimable serviee of showing us a world much mare complex than we ever

imagined. But in its modern, materialist, one-dimensional form, it cannot expiain
everything. God is not merely the ultimate Newtnnian mathematician or the mechanistic
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clockmaker. LAs science dnd technology have become increasingly separated from cthical,
meral and sacred conviderations, so have the implications of such a separation become
mare somber and horeifving — as we sce. for example. in geactic manipulation..

Some scientists are slowly coming (0 realize the awe-inspiring complexity and
mystery of the universe. But there remains a need to rediscover the bridge between what
the great Faiths of the world bayve recognized as our inner and our outer workds, our
prlys cal and our spivitual pature. Thal bridge is the expression of our humanity,

“he view is su contrary, for example. to the outlook of the Muosline craftsman or
artis . whe was never concerned with display for its oswn sake, nor with progressing ever
foerward in his own ingenuity, but was content (o submit 3 man's craft to God, That
outlcok reflects. | believe, the memorable passage in the Qur'an, "withersoever vou turn
there is the face of God and God is all embracing, all Knowing".

Tais rediscovery of an integrated view of the sacred could alse help us in arcas of
important practical activity.

L o Nledicine. whatever some scienfists might say, the rupture bebween religion and
science, between the material world and a sense of the sacred. has (oo often led to a
bunkered approach to healtheare, and to a failure (o understand the wholeness and
nanitest mystery of the healing process. Hospitals need to be conceived and, above
all, designed to refleet the wholeness of healing if they are (o help the process of
recovery in & more complete way ..

2. Ouwr Enviromment has sulfercd bevond our worst nightmares, in part because of a
onc-sided approach (o economic development which, until very recently, failed to
take account of the inter-relatedness of creation. Little thought was given to the
importance of finding thuat sustuinable balance which worked within the grain of
nature and understood the vital pecessity of setting and respecting limits, This, for
example. is why profection of our environment is @ relatively recent concern: and
why organic and sustainable farming are so important il we are o use the land in a
wav which will saleguard its ability (o nourish lature geaerations,

3. A third area in which this separation of the material and spiritual has had dramatic
consequences is Architecture, [ believe this separation lies at the heart of the (aflure
ol so much modern architecture io understand the essential spiritual quality and the
traditional principles that reflect a cosmic harmony. Irom which come buildings
with which people feel comfortable and in which they want to live, That is why |
started my own Institte of Architecture. Titus Buckhardt wrote: "1t is the nature
ol art (o rejoice the soul, hut not every art possesses a spiritual dimension'. We see
this spirituality in traditional Christian architecture. I also infuses the intricate
geometric and arabesque puatterns of Islamic art and architecture. which are
ultimately a manifestation of Divine Unity, which in turn is the central message of
the Qur'an, The Prophet Mohammed himsell is believed  have said "God is
beautiful and He loves beauty." Look at urban planning, The grear historian, Ibn
Khaldun, understood that the intimate relationship besween city life and spiritual
tranguillity was an essential hasis for civilization, Can we ever again return to such
harmony in our cities” As civilizationy decay, so do the crafis, as Tbn Khaldun aguin
wrote,



There is the potential for establishing new and valuable finks between Islamic
civilization and (he West. Perhaps, lor instance, we could begin by having more Muslim
teachers in British schaals, or by encouraging exchanges of teachers. Everywhere in the
waorld people are seemingly wanting to learn knglish. But in the West, in tura, we need
to be taught by Islamic teachers how to learn onee again with our hearts. as well s our
hends).

lon-line: hup//www feo.gov.uk 5 Prince Charles Speech:
www.princenfwales.gov.uk/speechesandarticies/a_speech by _hrh the prince_of wa
les_titled islam_and the wes 425873840.himl|

Many Muslims think that i Britgin and'or USA keen to enjoy the leadership of Maddie
East and the whole of Istamic World with all ns resources. let them adopt Islam sipeerely and
apply it in their life. and all the Eslamic World will weleome therr leadership and the World
future ‘will prosper for all theough sharing and caring, not through fake democracies, Jouble
standard, anglobilisation and colonization of Irag, Afghanistan, and Palestine that brought
nathing but destruction and human loss ro-all parties. As if the old colonial principle of “Divide
and Ruwle” is bening replaced by the new policy of “Creative Chaos™. Indeed. if Briain in
particilar and Europe in general or ¢ven it LUISA adopt Islam now sincerely. they can lead this
world with the vriginal Islamic moderation. préempting violent ralicalism, 10 lead the world
mto greater global peace. unity. and prosperity.

Perhaps. it is the time 1o thoroughly study Qur'an in its authentiv English language with
original Arabic langusge (i.¢. King Fahd Complex version) as well ag Sahith Al-Bukheri and
Muslim (the 2 volumes of comeel Hadiths - sayines and lite - of Praphet Muhammad) as
official extbooks in Law, Philosophy. snd Thealogy sections of the Universities ol Londoen,
Oxford, and Cambridge, in arder 1o understand [slam Frrst-Hand straight from irs ongin

An Egyptian seliolar (Muhammad Abdu) is quored saying in the beginning of the 20"

century: "Borope {meosmng west) 18 Isham without Mushms, but the East is Muslims without
Islam' referning to the justice. equality, and other great human values currently prevailing in
the West (similar to Isiany i its ortginal form), while condemning mjustice and ¢orruplion
prevailing in the Last,

Afrer all, it may be interesting here 10 quote 3 sayings for Sir George Bernard Shaw !
in 'The Genuine Istam.’ Vol 1, No, 8, 1936,

¢ "l have always held the religion of Mubammad in high estimation because of us
wonderful vitality. 1t is the only religion which appears to me to possess thit assimilating
capacity to the changing phase of existence which can make it appeal 10 every age, | have
studied him - the wonderful man wud in my opinton far (rom being an ant-Chnst, he mest
be called the Savior of Humanity.". ...

¢ "l believe that if a man like lim were o assume the dictatorship of the modern world he
would suceeed i solving its problems in a way that weuld bring it the much needed seace
and happiness: | have prophesicd about the faith of Muhammad that it wou d be
acceptable to the Europe of tomorrow as i is begiuning 1o be acceplable to the Furcpe of
taday.".

¢ "Il any religion had the chance of vuling over England, nay Europe within the next
hundred years, it coubd be Isam.”
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Idamic Legacy and Influence on Eurgpe; !/

wiile crusiades had profound but localized effects upon Ishumic world. where the
cquuvidents of 'Franks' and 'Crusades’ remained expressions of disdain, Muslims saw European
Christzns as rapacious invaders who had 1o be pushed back a1 all costs: the Pope's idea of o war
of libeaion had emied into what sl wars tuen into, a nasty brutish g long alfair, made worse
by relgious hatred, greed, and the madness of idealism, The Arabic and Islamic world 1o this
date, vontinue to call Western imvolvement i the Middle East a 'erusade”: the Crusades were
regarded by the Islamic world as (unneeessary) cruel and savage onslaughts by European
Christ ans. Conversely however, the Muslins did not at the very rime of Crusades, shut out the
Christ ans from the Holy Lands, but invited them 0 conwe peacefully, as pilgrims. They did
come. ut not just to Palesting m the Fast but also Spam in the South., where the Muslims
opened up 1o them a new world of scientific knowledge and material culture. Here the best of
Greco-Roman matenal culture had been preserved by the Muslims, who had noticed no
partivmiar contradiction between their religiows faith and the matenal legacy of Greeee and
Rome in fatr Islam urges its followers to'seek knowledge (Prophict Muhammad said: 'Seeking
Knowdedge 15 a Duty tor each Muslim -man or woman'. Thus, this contael was an cye-opening
experence for the Westemers {See below),

[=ropean contact with the Muslim East brought not only a new wealth in goods. but also a
new wealth in ideas. This Easi-West contact lasted long enough to bring the West out of its
cukuril isolation and back into comact with the ancient culture that had i one form or another
contirued on i the East, In the course ol those two eonfuries, plunder began to be replaced by
trade wnd military camipaigns by visits of Westerners lo cenlers of leaming in the Istaimc "East”
(whicr importantly included Spain). Tt is here: among Mushms, that the Westerners re-
disco=ered their lost European heritage (especially the classic or "pagan” heritage of Greece and
Rome ).

€ ontrary to the negative influence of Papacy on Europe. the 1slamic East had influenced
Europe posilively. resulling into 3 main phenomena:

A, Free Academic Thinking and Intellectual movement of Scholasticism
B. Praotestant Reformations

C. R:naissance
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A. Free Academic Thinking and Intellectual movement of Scholasticism:

By the middie of 12" century, & new spint of enerzy seemed Lo be flowing through
Etropean cultare. This was a4 period of rapul growth of Eoropean leaming (and. somewhat to
the distress of the church), o pew spirit of “free-thinking", Soon this hunger lor leamig was
pushing some of the weachers into ever deeper intellectual ingquiry. As ancient works of
Aristotle were reintroduced 1o the West from the Mustim East. scholars began to gathe a the
new "universities” which were growing up out of the cathedral schools. Here language, logic
and science came under rigorous study. Scholars such as Themas Aguinas were gathering at
these umiversities fo rediscover the full arrav of Ansiotle’s and Plato’s wntings—and other
"pagan” or pre-Chrstian witers. Slowly théir insights into life were not only broadenig, but
being refined by the tough mtellectual diseiplines of logie. mathematcs, law, medicing. and
astronomy. This all eventually became disciplined mie the intellectual movement known as
“scholasticism ™

(The Medweval European Scholars influenced directly andrior indireetly by the wril ngs of
Islamic Scholars are so many that the st is almost endless, but here are a few prominent
THHTICS

1. Adeclard of Bath
2. Poter Ahelard
I Raobert Grossetteste

Alexander of Hales

Iﬂ i

*

Alberius Magnus

St Thomas Aquinas

St Bupaventura

® a2

Duns Scotus

N

Roger Bacon

1 Marsitius of Padua
11, Richard of Middleton
12

13. Joannes Buridanus

Nicholas Oresme

14. Siger of Brabant
15, John Peckham

16. Henry of Gant

17, William of Occham
IX. Walter Burley

19
20

21, Blaise Pascal

William of Auyergne

Dante Algheri

"
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Al numerous others. The well-known carly 12" century Englishman Adelurd of Bath,
olten froudly acknowledged his debt to the Arabs:

“rained (as he says) by Arab scientists.... | was taught by my Arab masters w be
led ondy by reason, whereas vou were (aught to follow the halter of the caprured image
of endent authority (i.e. authority of the Church)”.

[Tina Suefel, The Inteliectual Revolution i Twelfth Century Europe: St Martin's Press,
New York: pages 71, %0

It is said that the automony of kmghs Templar (sce below) brought with it another
commodity in very short supply i medieval Europe — freedom of thought, indeed, they were
insirumental in bringing 1o the West acvanced Arab techniques in surveying, medicine,
architecture and masonary. The Templars' open-mindedness was effectively unique in
European society for another 130 years, until the beginning of 1the Renaissance in the mid-
[300s In Outremer, as they called Palestime. they adopted many habits from their erstwhile
ebenics. Some leading Templars spoke luemt Arabie (often learned during periods of
captivity ) and mimy employved Arab secreturies: As a resull. they were exposed o the learning
of thie alien cultare, where knowledge in many fields was far in advance of their Christian
opporents. Arab centres of learning were al thal (ime the repository e mueh wisdon:, and
thaar Bhraries contained many ancient Greck and Egyptian muanuscripts thal had been lost to
the West: medical authorities such as the Uorpus of Galen, the Aphorisms of Hippoerates and
books dealing with astronomy, physics and mathematics. These freasures had pernished in
Cheisiendom durinig the Chureh's fanatical destruction of 'heretical' books. The Templary'
growiag power and de faclo autonomy tllowed them 1o investigate these new sources of
learni g without the ever-constam fear of 2eclesiastical mierference and the threal of the state.
Sugh \.v,gllingmcss o aceept new deas and new concepts brought yreat advamiages (1o the
West: ™.

r Ly Rl
E. Protestant Reformations™

Papacy)

(in 14 and |5 cenrury. brandished as heresies by

Conmact with Muslims revealed 1o westerners the simplicity and sincerny of Islanie
messege. Adherence 1o Allal's word of Quran. Believe i the Oneness ol God withoul
assoc alion in form of personal idolatry (Protesiants advocate stricter adberence to seripture.
and sviewed the worship of sains and Mary as 3 form of idelatry), Equalny ol all men before
Gad; [slam forbids usury and heavy taxation that enslave humans. and made liberation of
slaves u form of worship highly rewarded by Allah (God). Every Muslim is divectly connected
to Gud Allah for repentance without intermediary (or the need Jor indulgences - as Catholic
Chursh did), Every Musliin has direet aceess (o the Holy Qur'an {word of Allah) in his own
Arab ¢, Also. there is no celibacy. Thus the j2 cenlury vears were accompanied by an
evangelical "awakening” among Uie people. often which had as us abject the reform of the
corrupl institutional chureh. This in twrn brought Papal condemnation for the mere
disotedience and the embarrassment it vaunsed Rome, as much as for docirinal errors. The
Pepacy labelled all reform movenients and refonmers as heresies or hereties. Some of the
Refomers (e, Calvin and also Luther) were each brandished as Muhammad of Europe!!!
With (he defeat of Spanish armada in 158K, the Spanish (Catholic) empire was wamng and
arother Briush (Protestant) empire was nsing.



One of the principal movements influenced by Islam (brought back from the East during
the crusades). was Ib¢ Cathars (from Cathiros, a Greck word meanng "Pure One.") also
known as Alblgensians (rom Albi @ town in southem France where they were namerous
(also, northern Ttuly and Germany ). Catharism ineorporated diverse religious elemen:s: thereg
is evidence of & strong connection between Catharism, Musiun Sufi communities snd the
Jewish Kabbalist adition, The S word comes from the Arabie sala, meaning clear hke
blue sky: it is true that 13" century Cathars did wear blue robes swhile the modern neo-cathacs
favour this colour as well, Cathars were closely associated with the Troubadours (from Arabic
taral, songs, and done, move ground; thus meanmg the moving smeers), the wrlers of
rommantic poctry, and were thought w believe that Ged was manifest in nature's colcurs and
sounds. The Cathars were considered by rivals as dualist — they bebieyved that there were 2
Gods: a pure God that created the heaven and things spiriwal, and an Exil god that ereared (or
assaciated with) all physical and temporal. They believed that while Jesus is an exalted being,
be 15 not of the same stitus as the Father (God), Cathars were exempliary people in their
persanal lives of picty and charity, i obvious conrast o the average Chrisuan priests, and
well loved in their communities, Indeed. they were liked and protected both by the upper
classes aid by thew Catholic neighbours o such an extent that, when the Roman Catholic
Church later atacked (under the @iise that they desecrate the cross and the sacraments,
committed cannibalism, sexual orgles, and renouncing Christ), many Catholies chose to die
rather than rurn thewr Catharan neyghbours over wthe Church. In the south aof France they may
have even become o majority of the popalation. thaugh most of these Cathar fallowers would
have semained good Christians and would have continued their observance of regular
Christian worship. The savagery of the A-year-long attack decimated Lahgedoe cny with
60000 - 100,000 killed. The commanding legate, Amaund. wus asked how to distinguish
Catholic from Cathars, he replied: "Kill them all. for God kinows His own™! Not a ¢l ild was
spared™®. The M-year-long Albigensian crusade ushered in g 300-year-long period of brutal

represston. the Jegend and scape of which has no parallel in the Western history™®,

Anothier heresy of the times was the Waldensians, named alier then founder Vildes, a
wealthy muerchant of Lyons who. avound 1173 gave up his wealth and wok up the wey of an
imnerant preacher of the pospel, He taught that only seripture should be the groumd of Cath
and anythmg that has no senptural warrant should be rejected. thus he promoted rue poverty,
public preaching and the literal interpretation of the seriptures, and rejected indulgencies,
purgatory. and transubstantiation (converston of bread and wine into Christ's bady and blood).
Though he gathered supporters (called 'Poor Men of Lyons'), he drew the opposition of the
local bishop for preaching (which was restricted 10 clergy), an appeal to Rome in 1179
resulted in refusal amd (heir excommunication in 1183 (along with the Cuthars). But early in
the 13" cenury, Pope Innocent 111 began in camest the stamping out of these hzresies,
Waldensians as well as Cathars. In France, Afhigensian crusade agamst the Cathars was
announced 1 1209 by Innocent T, and northern barons took this npp('rrl[mily to mvade the
sauth of France in the quest of new lands, as a result. aver the next 20 years southern France's
citics and countryside were laid waste and her culture shattered. In 1243 the last bastion of
Catharism i southern France was destroved. Cathars and Waldensians were victims of a
merciless crusade and a relentiess Inguisition.

The Knights Templar were ironically 1the most [amous victims of the Papal
Inquisition. and an excellent example of how the Inguisinon could be manipulated Tor
personal and political gam. The Koights Templar were tounded in 1119 AD, supposedly to
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protect pilgrim routes to the Holy Lands. Over rime, these warrior monks hecame key figures
in the Crusades (one source estimates that over 20,000 Knights Templar were killed in the
Crusades). The Templars were notable for the fact that they answered only to the Pope. and
nol W any loval ecclesiastical guthormy. In bme. the Templars estahlished local offices (called
Temples) thronghour Western  Christendom.  Always innovative, they staned what is
considered hy miany t he the Birst European banking system. and it was their involvement as
bankers that eventually led 1o their downtall,

By the carly 14" century. King Philip IV of France was deeply in debt 16 the Paris
Temple. Indeed, the Templars were the medieval equivalent of today's imemational butkers,
Lous 1T horrowed (rom Templars to help finance the 2™ Crusade. and during the 13"
century Lhe Templurs regularly provided lozns for the kings of Aragon. Therr rates of 100% per
year was lower than the European 20% charged by Jewish moneylenders, the wade was brisk
angd the profits huge. When the Saracens Muslims) captured King Louis 1X of France (in
Mansowuh of Egypt afier French Crusades invasion) and demanded 800,000 hezants for his
release it was the Templars who forwardec almost the entire amount to ransom the sovereign
from the hands of Muslims, Thus, by the 13" cenury, Franee was financially indebred 1o all
majer Caropean monevienders, particularly to the Templars. Thereafter, King Philip of France
known as Philip le Bel ("the fair') had minally targeted 2 groups: the Jewish moneylenders
and the Lombards. usurious merchants of northern [faly who also ran a number of bankmng
estahlishments. Despite fending Philip enovinons sums of mioney. from 1291 (the vear the
Outretrer or Palestine as 11 was called was lost Tinally 10 the Mamluk Mushm armies under
the cormanders of Kavalun and his son) the Lombards were subjected 1o arbitrary aoests,
fines, scizure of property and expulsion. Tac Jews tared no better. In midsummer of 1306, a
little more than @ year before the Templars were suppressed. every Jew in the country was
arrested and their poods and property made forfeit 1o the swte. Lefi penniless. they were
unceremoniously expelled from the realm. Furthermore, Franee's wxation wits not ¢noughs n
June 1306, Philip mied another, altogether iskier ploy: he devalued the French currency by a
mussive two-thirds of 115 current value. The kingdom erupted in anger and there were nots in
Pars. 4t the nme, Kaight Templars shared with the Jews and Lombards one imporiant
disadventage - they were actively disliked and mistrusted by the general population. In many
regions there was good reason for such suspicion: afmast 200 years of unfettered autonomy had
undout tedly tuken ther wll on Templar morals: unbridied power had cenainly corrupted many
of the lacal commanderies, and their reputation for pride and avance was well tounded. The
onganad vecupation of Jerusalem by the infidel Twrk' had been seen by most Christians in
strictly feudal wenms: the Saracens {Muslims) had usumped God's sacred kingdom and it was up
e ) Chrstians to redress this wrong. Thus. it had come as a supreme shock when Chrisiendom
way likally and delinitively defeated by the Mamluke sultans, and the ‘infidel’ (Muslims) took
possession of the entire Holy Lund. God had fmled Chnstendom, and its fighting men bad
proved inadequate to the task of defending the Holy Land The shock felt by the whole of
Chnstendom at this defeai resulied in a colossal collapse of morale. To compensate for this
colossz) sprritual und matenal disaster, there had been o desperite attempt to apportion blame, a
scaxch for someone responsible Tor the debacle. a scapegoar. With the loss of the Holy Land. the
eribeism changed o one of outright tresson. of selling out o the Arabs. Unlike the common run
of mer . the Templars were exermpt from tithes (Saladin Tenth, a tax consisting ol the fenth of
a man’s income, first imposed in | 188 on England and France for the support of the crusade
agains Saladin) and taxes, and from both church and secular faw ™,
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King Philip knew that the Templars wonld be a ougher nut to erack than cither the Jews
or the Lombards, to arrest the Templars would be illegal, as they were under the sole authority
of the pope. However the Inguisition had been sostituted (n 1231 by Pope Ciregory IX for the
express purpose of seeking out and suppressing heresies of all kids. For Phiap, the
nquisition was the key. 11 was ostensibly an arm of the papacy, to whom the Templars owed
allegiance and whose authority they were duty bound w acknowledge. King Philip ordered
the arrests of the Templars under 2 cloak of lewal respectatlity by claiming that the request
for Lthe arrests had come onginally from Guelliame de Paris, the Chief Inquisitor of Franee.
and an acknowledged deputy of the pope. At dawn, on Fnday the 13" {a day forever since
regarded as uniucky) of October 1307 the king's men broke mto the Templar houses and
preceptories and arrested every Templar they could find ™,

In 1307, King Philip charged the order with heresy. Charges eventunlly brought against
the Templars mcluded that postulants were required o deny Chirist and spit on the cross. and
that the Templars worshiped a mysterious head named “Baphomet“(perhaps o mangling ol
Mohammed. or even hufatima. a corruption of Arahic ebufatma, lnerally "Father of
Fatima’)? Although the name was @ matler of some dispute, but it now scems clear that il is
derived from the argol of the Spanish Moors, byfibimar, which is itself a corrupttor of an
Arahic word ahufihamer. lierally "father of Wisdom' ™

These charges were never proved. except in confessions received under lorture at the
hands of the Inguisiion. The Inguisition of France brought the formal charges against the
Templars. This was necessury because. as previously noted, the Templars were immung from
local ceclesiasteal jurisdiction. The Council of Vienna in 1312 officially dissolved the order.
giving most of their property to a stmilar order. namned the Hespirallers. The finsl part of the
saga of the Knights Templar occurred in 1314, when Templar Grand Master Jacques de
Molay was burned alive, after recanting of his earlier confession. Afler the Templurs were
dissolved, the French crown reeeived cancellation of all debrs ewed w the Templars, =5 well
as much of their monetary wealth

The contact with Istamie Eust also re-kindled interest in ranslating the bible from Lalin
to local language, and wier afia deétesung Church's monopoly of Latin Bible and its selling of
indulgences for repentance and its policy of celibacy. The Protestant Reformation, also
referved o as the Protestant Revolution, or the "Lutheran Refornmation”. was a maoverent in
the |6th century to reform the Catholic Church in Western Europe.

The Roots and precursors for Relormation were:

Anfi-hierarchical movements: Catharism, Waldensianism. and Guelphs and Ghisbellmes
» Avignon Papacy ("Babylaman Capuvity of the Church, ") and Gireat Schism,

» John Wycliffe, Wilham Tyndale and John Huss
« lLutheran Reformation
« Ontoman Islamic Caliphate's presence and pressure in the Eastern Europe

The Reformation was furmally started by Martin Luther with his 95 Theses on the
practice of indulgences. On October 31, 1517 he is said 1 bave posted these theses to the door
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg (Germany), commonly used 1o post notices 1o the
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Univer-ity community. In Noveniber he sent then (o vanous religious authorities of the day.
The refrmation endad i divison and the establishment of new istitutions,

I'ha four most important traditions to cimerge divectly from the reformetion were

1l e Lutheran tradition,

e Reformed Calvinist/Preshvierian tradition,

ike Anabaptist (adalt baptism) madition. and

the Anglican tradition

Suzseguent protestant tradittons generaily trace their roots back 1o these wntip) four
scheol: of the reformunion. More thorough histarians place the beginmng of the Proesiant
Reformuation further back i time and see Wychiffe as the beginning, Jan [lus as the nmddle
and L ther as the end of the Reformation (see chapter 2). The Reformation in Bohemia a
hundres yoars carlier had a strong influence on neighboring states and on Luther himself who
call:d hinwell a hussie. Unrest in the Western Church and Empire colminanng i the
Aviznen Papucy (13081378}, und the papal schism (1378-1416). excited wars between
privees, upisings among the peasanis, and widespread concern over cormuption in the
momas. ic system. A new nationalism also challenged the relatvely internationahst medicval
wotld, The first of a series of disruptive and new perspectives came from John Wyelilfe al
Oxfore Umversity, then from John Huss w the University of Prague, The Roman Catholic
Church officially congluded this debate al the Counctl of Constance (1414-1418). The
comlave condemned lohn Hoss, who was executed (he had come under a promise of safe-
cordue) and posthumously bumed Wyceliffe s a herctic. The Catholic counter-reformation in
resporse 1o Protestam reformation ked 1o serigs of eivil wary in France and England as well as
the bleady 30 vears War involving Germany, Sweden, Frarce Dinmark. the Netherlands, and
the Huly Roman Empire represented by the Hapsburgs, On Auvgust 24, 1572, for istange. in
whst 15 known as ‘the massacre of St. Bartholomew's Day’, 10000 Protesiants were
slamghtered o France Pope Gregory X1T wrote 16 France's Charles IX: ‘We rejoice with you
tha. wrch the help of God. you have relieved the world of these wretched hereties’ #9111

As for the Outoman Turkish Islamic comtribution 1o the Protestant Reformation''™",

Keweth Serton greues in (Lutherism and the Turkish Peril, 1962) that most Germans Jid
not give much thought to the Turks at all unul after they defeated the Hungarians at Mohacs
m 1524, Even then public sttitudes had shifled somewhat from those of the Middle Ages,
Whereas Luther. like many medieval writers, tended to see the Turks and Islam in general
as 4 penishment from God. Sctiton shows that public opinion was changing in the sense that
intexd of calling for a new crusade. mast Germans felt that the war against the Turks
sheul § be fought by [he stite. Furthérmore, on o cultirol/religious level. he makes the poim
thit tiere was more disdain for the Christian Turks —~who should have known better and
bezore Protestant — than there was for the Muslim Turks, who really did not know any
héter. He nates, that while the Turkish defeais ar Malta and Lepanto were weleomed 11y
Erglind. they were a lar greater reliel in Spain. haly, and Asustriaz simultancously, there
wis & subsequen rise of anti-Catholic feehng in [stanbul "which played into the hands of
the Protestants and, as time passed, proved of ne small commereial advantage to England
anel Holland, where the upper bourgesss could easily moderate their hostilty 1o [slam”.
Scve -al generations of scholars have mare or less agreed that the Ottomans “saved”



Protestantism —which is ver another way of saying that the West would not have risen'
il it were not Tor Islam,

Some historians have called the Turks "allies of the Reformation” because the
Ouoman campaigns in central Lusope helped to divert the nmulitary energies and ecc nonic
resources of the Papal-Hapsburg powers who wished 10 ool out the Lutherans anc other
hereties', In fact, the Twrkish autherities were more tolerant of Protestantism than were many
of the Roman Catholic princes, and Otoman rule in Balkans was generally less expleitive
than that of the Roman Catholic nobles who had held power there before the Onorman
inyasions, Thus it was that Balkan peasants in the 16" century used the saying. "Better the
turban of the Turk than the tiara of the Pope.” It was the Quoman threal that forced
Charles V and his German allies to cencede freedom of religious practice to Lutheran
sectarians dJurng the crucial period of the 1520s and 15305 Luther, like many other
preachers, both Protestant and Cathiolic, believed that “The Turks are the people of the wrath
of God" come 1o scourge Christians for their sins. I bis respouse 1 the Pope. however,
Luther defended the principles that "to fight the Turks is to resist the judgment of God
upon men's sins. Although Luther's position may well have been an objection "lzss 10
lighting against the Turk than to fighting under papal leadership”.

in Protestart England, Elizabeth | was to pursue a policy of vommmercial and nuhitary
alliance with the Ottoman sultanate [Caliphate], especially during the period of open he stility
o Spain. In 1585 her powerful councilor Walshingham instructed Williany Harborne. the
Enghsh ambassador to the Sultan. 1o urge a military alliance between England and the Turks.
Walshingham hoped for g Turkish stiack on Spain that would "divert the dangerous attempi
and designs of [the Spamish| King from these parts of Christendom. But more thar that,
‘alshingham expressed the hope that Spain and Turkey, the two limbs of the Devil'. mmght
weaken each other and allow for ‘the suppression of them botl' [pages 35-36 and 211-214 of
"Western Views of [slam'].

C. Renaissanee 155,

(See also above under Islamic Presence in Europe’) Renaissance is the historcal age
in Europe that followed the Middle Ages and preceded the Reformation, spanning roughly the
14™ through the 16" century. However. the lentative beginning started from the second Falf of
the 12" century when the rediscovery of Aristolle sirongly reshaped the intellectual
development of Europe. Anisiotle was brought to the West through the works of the Mushms,
Avicenna (early 10D0s) and Averroes (mid-1 1005).

"The Arab has left his intellectual impress on Europe as before long, Christemdom
will have to confess: he has indelibly written it on the heavens, as anyone may see whe
reads the names of the stavs on a comman celestial globe.”

[John W Draper. History of the Intelleetus] Development of Europe: - Harper & Row; vol 2,
IR76 and 904 page 42).
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"One of the hallmarks of vivilized man is knowledge of the past — whether the past
of an individual's own family. tribe. nation, or culture: the past of others with whom
one's awn culture has had repeated and fruitful contact: or the past of any group that
has contributed to the ascent of man. The Arabs fit profoundly into both of the latier
two categories. Bul in the West the Arabs are not well Knowa. Victims of ignorance as
well az misinformation, they and their calture have olten been stigmatized from afar,”

[ The Gemus of Arab Civilization - Source of Renuissance Editor John R Hayes, Phaidon
Press Lid. Oxford 1976, page 2].

This intellectual import owned nothing to Christianity but relied purely on secular reason.
For insance;

Avicenna (ibn Sina) (980-1037) the Muslim Chief Physician, the father of Islaimic Medicine
and the author of the textbouk of Medicive ‘Canon' which became the reference i European
Medlical colleges for many centuries. The word medicine s derived from Latin medicina. Arabic
raclar Staa, the matenal/subjeci/ectures of Sina (Avicenna or b Sing)

Aserroés (ibn Rushd) (1126-1198) Andolusia (Spanish) Muslim Philosopher and
physician dominating European philosophy and intellectual activities; the word college is
denved from Latin collegiim, from col-, together, and legere, to pather, or 1o read. Arubie
coleoah, college or collective course of related studies, —plural coll ‘evat. The word is
derivad from the erigsnal book ‘coflegiate of Medicing by Ibn Rush'd or Averraes.

Although Europe had been exposed 1o Islamic culture for centuries through contacts in
[beriay Peninsula aund Sieily, much Islamic thought. such as science. medicine. and
archirzcture, was transferred (o the west curing the crusades. The military experiences of the
Muslins also had their effects in Europe: for example. Luropean castles became massive
stoeie structures. as they were in the east. rather than smaller wooden buildings as they had
typiczlly been in the past. The need o raise. wansport and supply large armies led to a
Rourisiing of trade throughout Europe. Roads largely unused since the days of Rome saw
sigmificani increases in traffic as local merchants began w expand their horizons. This was not
onty bzcause the Crusades prepared Europe {or travel, but rather that many wanted (o travel
after being reacquainted with the prodacts of the Middle East. This also aided in the
bezinaing of the Renaissance in ltaly. as various [lalian ciy-siales from the very heginning
had 1w portant and profitable rading volonies in the crusader states. both in the Holy Land and
later m captured Byzantine termtory.

[respite the wltimale defeal m the Middle East, the Crusaders (from the Western
Europe) regained the Iberian Peninsula permanently and slowed down the military expansion
of Ishwn. But again such last bloody crusades on Andalusia bounced back against Europe with
Iskwme counter-attack (from the Eastern Europe) and in particular on Constantinople with
its fa | at the end of the Middle Ages (1453) which was only the beginning of further Islamic
advamces. Islam sweplt all over the Balkans; it ook all the Eastern Mediterranean 1slands,
Crete and Rhodes and the rest; it completely oceupred Greeoe; it began pushing up the
Danube valley and northwards into the great plains; it destroyed the ancient kingdom of
Hungary in the fatal battle of Mohaes and at last. in the first third of the sixteenth century, just
at the moment when the storm of the Christian Reformation had broken out, Islam threatened
Ewrode close at hand. bringing pressure upon the heart of the Empire, at Vienna twice in
1529 and 1683, It is not generally appreciated how the success of Tuther's religious
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revolution agains! Catholicism in Germany was due 10 the way in which [slamic pressure
fromy the East was paralysing the central authority of the German Emperors.

Thus such direet contucet with Arabs in their homeland constituted an important
channel for linguistic influence; many Crusaders on their return home to Europe b-ought
with them many stories of their (living and social) experience in the Arab World as aell as
many items sach as carpets, chess, and varieties of food stuff, Such Crusaders had
themselves, introduced many Arabic words into French and English. The Fremch in
particular acted as a medinm of direct linguistic borrowing and lingnistic transfer of
Arabie words into French; at the same time the immense French (Norman) lin tuistic
influence on English acted as an indirect mediom for rransfer of Arabic into English
Language (See Chapier Two — English: The Melting Pot of European Languages) Despite
the religivus zeal and fanaticism culminated by Human and scientific catastrophe of burming
Mustims and Jews with thousands of their Escurial books publicly, by Spanish Inguisition
Tribunals established, following the so-callked Spanish Reconguest in 1492, and iatterly by the
Humamst Anti-Scholastic movement could not wipe out Arabic memories of 8 centuries in
Spain, ur delete thar impact on Furope.

1t was the Arab'Muslim Doctors and scientists whe propounded Lheir scientific faats and
sofid theories based (not only on trials and errors. but) on experimental animal works,
iotervennonal human precedures (¢.2. anatomical dissection, pharmacological manipu ation,
and comparative works) and observanonal siudies; Arab Medicine and Sciences had
prolonged. deep. and indelible influence on European Medicine and Sciences, Maest of
Arabian Scientiiic books in Medicine, Surgery, Opties, Apothecary, Chemistry, Plysics,
Geology. Arithmetics. Algebra. trigonometry, and in Philosophy. were then wranslated ino
Lutin by many wanslators. notwbly by Gerard of Cremuona (1114-1187 AD) as wall as
Constantinus Africanus (1020-1087 AD) and Faraj Tbn Salim (Muoses Farach). The latter was
a Sicilian Jew who at the order of King Charles of Anjou (of Sicily 1226 - 1285), underinok
the arduous assignment of translating Rhazes “Liber Continens” (medical encyclopedia) 23
volumes [rom Arabic into Latin during the translator’s lifetime, finishing circa 1279 in Sieilv:
the "Liber Continens” for instance, became the textbook of Medicme for all Furopean dociors
for many centuries. At Toledo, Gerard ranslated into Laun the Arabic books: Canon of
Avicenna, the surgery of Albucasis, the Mansuri of Rhazes, as well as Ambic booss of
Alkindi tdied 873) and of Thabit ibn Qurra (died 901). Constanting the African in Souh Ttaly
translated into Latin, part of Liber Regalis (medical encyclopedia) of Haly Abbus then died in
LOBT and Liber Regalis was subsequently completed by John the Saracen and then by Stephen
of Antioch m 1127 Adelard of Bath wranslated into Latin the Arabie books of Al-Khwirizim
(g™ century): Liber Alchorismi (in acithmeties), and Astronomical tables (Irigonomelry)
1126,

Furthermore, many Arabic philosophical stortes found their way W Lurope albest, in
corrupted versions, for instance: Tarzan, the hero of the stories by Edgar Rice Burrcughs
about & man brought up by apes. Tarzan stories are adopred and corrupted from *Yaczan® or
“Hai bin Yaczan™ story by the Andalusian doctor and philosopher Tbn Tufail (written before
185 A.D.): 1t was about a baby left i s cot that took him 1o an island shore, where he (Hai
Ibn Yakthan) was adopted by a dear mother who had lost its baby. The boy grew up and then
his adopting mother died: he was shocked and started dissecting rthe dear body and its seart
looking for her soul. and he then started his spiritual journey abaut the secrets of life and
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death eading him ulumately to the Creator God (Allali), the Creator of life and everything.
The anatopucal description of dissected dear indicated the author’s (Ibn Tufail) nmmense
knowldge in amimil dissection His book was hailed in Europe as @ masterpiece und most
creative work. blending medicine and phifosophy 1t was rranslated into Latin as "Philosophus
Aurodkdactus” by Mirandola (1494 A.D.) and Pocock (1671 AD.) and appeared i many
other anguages. Furthermore, "Robinson Crusoe” by Daniel Dotoe: "Tarzan"” by Edgar Rice
Burro tghs: and “lungie Book™ by Rudyard Kipling were all corruptions of the onigimal story
of *Heai Thn Yakthan" or "Philosophus Antodidacing”.

More interestingly, Arab and Mushm doctors rectified many false theonies ot Greek
doctors. For instance, Galen's authority forced generations of Doctors in Eurape to apply his
krnow edge of animal anatomy 1o human beings, When the seats ol leaming fell inte hands of
the Chirch, his writing became like Gospels and bore the sunp of the Chureh's authority and
mialldiliy (unnl the Arabs correcied Galen's miseoncepis in Anatamy). While scicnrists and
physielans were venerated und supported by the Caliph himself in the Islamic world. there
wars a different swory i Europe. where Doctors and Scientists had uphill struggle against the
Chuss h's teachings, despite European Renaissance

In the 14" century, professor of Anatomy Mandino de Luzzi at Bologma of laly (1275 -
1326, also known as the restorer of Anatomy) risked excommunication by the Church for
supgesting that a bener knowledge could be obtained from dissecting a human compse thin
resdinmg the writings of Galen! Monding was the firsl W0 dissect human bodies durmg. the
Middke Ages. In 1326 he published his ‘Anatomica or Anathomia’ a handbook of anatomy
which remained as disseciing manual for nearly 2 centuries. He used many Arabie terms and
despiie later punification of medical termimology, some Arabic terms haye remained.

andreas Vesalius (1514-1564 AD) of Brussels, the so-called 'the Bther of madern human
amatamy’ refused to accepr slavishly anatomucal eachings ol Galen. the Greco-Roman
physxian and authonty but rather w seck corroborution and w0 note discrepancies by (he
observational nicthod of dissected human cadavers, He was known by his cienries as the
body-spatcher! The Flemish Vesalins began to learn Arabic, Greek and Latin Janguages
through able Spanish lewish Doctors. tnitially, he wrote “A Comumentary on the fourth Fen
af Avicesna ™ and laverly in 1537 AD. he published his bacealaureate thests. “Paraplrase on
the Ninth Book of Riwzes™ o Lowvain s masterpiece, “De Humani Corporis Fabrica
Libr. Septem” (Seven Books On The Suwucture OF The Human Body) and its companion
volume the “Epitente™ issued 5t Basel in 15343 AD established a milestone i the history of
modemn surgicsl science and medical ag. 1twas a ruitful owcome of his studious leaming of
the sciences and arts of Arab Medicine,

The Spaniard Michae! Servetns, a classmate of Vesalius attacked Calen und wittingly or
unw ttingly. confirmed the A--Nafis® concept of pulmonary circulation (300 years earlier).
He tated thal the vital spint was generated by the muixture in the lungs, of the air breathed in
and the bleod of the right ventricle of the beart, which after purilication, 15 delivered to the
lefl zide of the heart. He was exceuted (burnt on the stake) by the ¢hurch on 26" Qctober 1553
lor | is sins!!!

While the fact of the earth revolving around itself and moving along an orbit around the
sun, was long known in the Islamic world and to Mushm Astronomists (especially 10 al-Bairum
and others, and also referred 1o in Qur'ani and Arsb Scientists had also devised the compass.
asirelabe, and watches (ranging from sun-dials, mechanical devices, and water watches) out of



religious necessity tor timing of daily pravers and lor knowing the direction of Q bla for
building mosques in that direction (towards Ka'aba. the sacred und the oldest house of Allah in
Makkah). but that was in Islamic world: in Europe there was an entirely different story. When
Galileo attempied 10 re-introduce and promote the heliocentrie: theory in the 17% century's
Europe, he challenged the Church's theory that the sun revolved around the eath. He was
theretore tred by the Inguisition in Rome amd was subjecied 1 prolonped ordeal; only n 1965
didd the Roman Catholic Church revoke its condempation of Galileo!!!

Also, the Catholic Church opposed much of Newton's work (laws of motion and of
gravity) based on experimental evidence us a testimony to the beliel devoid of supemartural
miluence on the physical world (since be thought that nniverse is operated upon a thomughly
impartal, mechanical and  deferminustic  basis)! By the way Newton believed that
“Trinnanianism was a fravd and that Ananism was true form of prinmutive Christiagoity”
{Artamism: doctring of Arius that Christ was not consubstannal with Guod).

The Chureli's impact on education was devastating: in 391 Chinstians bumed down one of
the world's greatest Libraries in Alexandria. said to have housed 700,000 rolls. all the books of
the Gnostic Basilides, Pomphyry's 36 volumes. papyrus ralls of 27 schools of 1he Mysteres,
and 270.000 ancient documents gathered by Prolemy Philadelphus were bumed. Ancient
ucadgmius of learnmy were closed. Education for anyone outside of the Church eame (o an
end. ¥

It is interesting here to notice a comparison between the civilized Islamic East and
medieval Christian West: that when Islam inter-acted sith nomad Arabs, Islam
converted them into most civilized nation on Earth, hot when the Chureh inter-acted
with Eurepeans, The Church pushed Europe into Dark and Bloody Medieval Ages
which continued until Renaissance which was ounly possible after contact with 1slamic
East, when massive efforts were made on mega scales to translate and study in details
the Arabic Textbooks (in Latinized versions).

4. Commerce and Technology '™

The Islamo-Arabic presence in Spain and Sicily from the 8" century onwards and the
European presence i the Levamt during the Crusading period would in themselves have led to
a certain sharing of eulture. or -to he more precise- to the adoption by western Furopeans of
many features of Islanue cullure, and et clude linguistic sampling and adoption of many
Arabic words (Also see under "drabic Flemene of English Language' in Chapter twu),

Arabs had contributed echnigques of sca-faring, mariner's compass. nautical charts used
by navigator with mamy associated Arabic words such as: adwriral, cable, shaltop or cloap,
harque, monsoon. They manuiactured the gan-powder 1oo. In china. the Arabs found, not
ouly silk and porcelain, but also gunpowder, saltpeter (€ hinese snow), and paper, Europe had
depended on papyrus. but its availability had decreased following the conquest of Egypt by
the Arabs. It had never been o freely manulactured vem: its production had been 2 state-
controtled monopoly in Pharaonic, early Roman. and Chrisisn Roman nimes. Invented thout
AD 105 in China, papermaking was brought to Samasgamd by Chinese prisoners of war in
751. There the manufacture and expon of this product were inihated. The vizier of Harun ar-
Rashid. Yahya the Barmakid, buili the lirst paper mill in Baghdad about 01 The use of puper
spread through Syria, North Africa, and Spain: by 1190, Roger 1 of Sicily could issue a paper
document. By vontrast, it was not uniil the 12™ century that the first Eurapean paper mulls
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wer: gstablished. Silk producton also moved wesiward with the Arabs, who introduced the
cull va ion ol mulberry trees [which silkworms feed an] at Gabes, south ef Tunis. Simularly,
the cukivation of cotton no louger remained an Inchan specialty but was brought 1o Narth
Afrca end even 1o Spain. Other Indian and East Asian crops were transplanted 1o the regions
ol tywe Arab empire [Islamic World]: sugareane te Egypt, Cyprus and Spain, and Indigo to
Narth A frica.

Amabs also contributed techniques of agriculture. agricuhral products, and minerals
throug y their Spanish civilization. The development of irrigation systems had Yed (0 growth of
new products i Borope sach as) sugar-cane, rice, oranges, lemon, anhergines, artichokes,
aprice’s and cotton. For all these even 1he English words ¢ame originally {rom Arahic. Arabs
alse et Mivited many other planis such as: cereals, grapes, olives, figs, cherries, apples, peurs,
poracgranates aud  almonds wgether with many  OQavounng  plams such us: saffron,
carthamus or hostard saffron, cumin, cortunder, henna, woud s madder. Where there
were suilicient mulberry (rees, a silk industey flounshed. Flax was coltivated o and linen
waz &3 ported. Arubs also established Paper industry 1o spread education.

T minern] weslth of Spain was wore fully exploied than in earlier times. Spanish iron,
coppe™. gold, silver. tin and lead were all produced: mercury was exiracted from the cinnabar.
Precicus siones were sought and collecied.

Tae Arabs also contributed the ans of “gracious luxurious living” as seen in the
fussinaing building design of Alcazar of Seville and in the stvle of Athambra and its beautiful
fountzms o generalerin Granada. They produced Luxury goods both for home market and for
expor . such as: gorgeous textiles in woolens, linens and silks: furs of many Kinds; ceramic
incustry, painting of tiles. In Cordova, they evolved the scerets of manulacturing crystals
and mastered the handicrafts of metal work producing clahorste vessels and inanumated
shapes in brass and bronze and mlad with silver and gold: by the 10™ century. the jewelry
prodixcd i Cordoba was equal in quality w that ol Byzantium, Also, the Arabs in Spain
menuaetured the anificial ice.

Frolessor Ragael Bl Mallakh and Doctor Dovothen El Mallukb m (The Genius of Arab
Civilization - Source of Renaissanee) wrote: (But it was in testiles that the Islanue searld
exceled, and it s through the Arabs merchanis that Europe came 10 know @ wide range of
fabrics. OF the words derived from Arabic i European languages. especially in English, a
significant number refer to cloth - for example: "gauze' [Ifom Gazza in Palesting]. "buckram’,
"‘chiflen’. ‘satin’, "tabhy’ (a cloth from 'Auabiyyaly’, o secnion of Baghdad), 'mohair', "'mustin’
{fror Mosul), "damask’ {from Damascus), and "eotton’, Aniline. a crincal ingredient iy textile
dyes. was also itroduced by the Arabs, Alihough indusiry developed tar carlier i the Islasmic
world than in Europe. the very peculiarities of its development i Avab-dominated lands
evermgilly made it noncompetitive with European industry. In the Arab world, industry was, for
exumrple. wholly under the control of the ruler; 1 was chamacterized by ihe tack of capital and
failure of craftsmen W orgamze guilds

i Isfamie Spain the Arabs introducei! concepts of municipal admimstrabion and measures
for contral of commerce. Words (hat refleet the lasting Arab influence on these econoniic
activicies: "traffie’ (Arabic. fafriq, meamng ‘disinbution’), ‘rariff® (ma'nfah), ‘cheek’ (sakk).
'magazine’ (makhazin, as m French magazine, meaning 'store’), "'mancus’ (a term used for
‘catny in the Middle Ages, from ‘manqush’). ‘almanac’, "average', "caliber’, "colfer’, "cipher’,
‘tabelle' (meaning a "tax' from the Latin cabala through the Arabic gabala). 'nadir'. "zenith’,



‘zero'. and 'risk’. Although some of these words can he Uaeed to o Latin, Greek, or Persiin
source. they passed inte European wigues through Ambic. The word 'sterling’. for esample.
has an ancient Greek hase. but it was rransimitted into, English through Arabie, Tn gdvancing the
concent of the bill of exchange swkk, or cheek  The Arabs made the Ninaneing of commerce
mare [lexible. The second important contribution in this line was ihe development of joint stock
companies. arrived ar through the parinership of Musli and Christian Itahan meschants,
Another sigmlicamt Arabic contribution to European commercial development was expounded
perbaps as carly as the end of the 9% century in Damascus by Abu al-Fadl Ja'tar bin Al ad-
Dimashgi in his work ' GUIBE 7o THE MERITS OF COMMERCE AND T0 RECOGNITION O BoTit
FINE AND DEFECTIHE MERCH ANDISE AND IHE SWINDLES OF THOSE WHO DEAL DISHONESTLY

“There are three kinds of merchants: he who travels, be who stocks, and he who

exports, Their trade is carried out in three ways: cash sale with a time limit

for delivery. purchase on credit with payioent by installment, and mugaradah”.

The mrgaracah in Islamic Law is a contract in which oue individual entrusts capilal o a
merchant lor investment in trade in order (o reecive a share in the profits. The investor hears
all the finuncial risks: the managing party risks his labour. The concept of mugaradah was
certainly a precedent for the eommenda, a legal. commereial device largely responsibie for the
expansion of medieval trade. It served as a crucial instrument by which cupital could be
pooled and mvestor (I.¢. munfiy derived from infg) and manager could be brought together in
an enterprse.

Concerned with the movement of goods 1o markets, the merchants of the Arah empire
{Islamic World). 1pie ficto, made advances in the helds of geography and navigation. The
commercial supremacy o the Arabs in the Indinn Ocean and Red Sea was anchallenged for
years before (he rise of the Islamic empire, and that supremacy continued during the Liddle
Ages and renaissance, both at ses and on fand. As these merchunt-adventures moved aboul.
thetr experiences bore fruit in the form of geographical writings and descriptions ot distant
lands and people. mionnation which seeped into BEwrope through Span, Sialy. and
Byzantium. The best-known author amuong them is probably the noted peographer al-Idrisi
(1100-1166). resident at the coun of the Christian Normun King Roger 11 of Sicily +1130-
I 154). Far better known, however, are the glonous advenre talés of Sindhad the Sailor,
and for these. too. we are indebied 1o the marilime merchants of the Arab empire (lalamic
World).

Amonyg the Arab contnbuiions to navigation and shipbuilding. one should probably
include the compass. The Arabs were mosi likely the fiest to use it, though refinemenis were
added almost at once by kuropean seafarers: A more critigal innovation was the lateen sail.
which the Arabs introduced first an the Indian Ocean and then, via the {atcen caravel. in the
Mediterramean. Using this satl, the Arab vessels could beat against the wind, unlike the
square-rigged  palleons of the Mediterrancan, which coeuld sail only helore ihe winc. The
principle of the lateen sail was taken over and developed by European shipbuilders. especially
by the Spanish and Portuguese between 1140-1490. During this perod they adopied o design
using mixed lateen and square-rigged samls thm was applicable W much larger vessels than
before. The English word ‘carrack’, meaning 'galleon’, can be traced from the Spamsh and
Portuguese carrava o the Arabie garagir, meaning 'merchant vessel’. Other mariinie words of
Arabic origin dot the Enghsh Janguage: 'admiral’, "hack’, 'eable. 'sloop’, 'munroon’,
"caliber’. and "average’,
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Scwolurship m this century (the 20" eenmury) has dune much o place the crusades in
perspestive by showing that wrade, commerce. and intellectuul contracts were signiticant and
heakhy between Europe and the Armb empire {Islamic World) long before the €hristian
religions zeal brought about the drive 45to recaver the Holy Land (Palestine). The knowledge
in the West of the riches, the standard of hving. and the commodities produced or available
witl in the Islumic empire helped o spar the religions impulse. In about the year | 184 Abu al-
Hasan Muluimmad bin Jubayr. an inttabitant of Spain who traveled (o all the [Slamic counrmes
on (e Meditermnean as well as o the Christian communities of Sicily. Sardinia, and the Holy
Langl, woted somewhat eynically that Mushims and Chrstians in Palestine continued to trade
despite the war berween theyr forces: (The miliary men are busy in their wars, the peoples
tracke im peace. and the world belongs w whoever takes ir) he said

Fram the 8" w the early 12" century. the 1rade between Europe and [stam consisted
chiefly of the exchange of raw materials from Furope (wood. tron, furs, and slaves) for
manulaciured products and luxury agrieultural items, such as spices. {from the Arab empire
(Istam ¢ World), The lasting Islamic impact on Europe did not result rom the military
confrotations of the Crusades but rather from the long years of Arab Muslim rule in Spain
and Sizily. Through the innovations braughl to these areas, new goads. processes, technology.
and concepts were intraduced into a Europe that was far less developed at that time than the
world of Islam. That the debt of Europe and Western culture 1o 1slam has been largely
forgoten 1s evidence of how fully assimilated the Arab wfluence has b-.,m n tie Wesiern
world. The Islamic contribution has hecome part and parcel of its heritage)™.

5. British Empire and Muslim Colonies (pacticularly Middle East and ladia)

1748}

ledia was the largest jewel in the crown of the Briush Empire. [ndeed, the Eaglish
decision to defeat Napoleon in 1801 (after his oceupation of Egypl in 1798} and 1o secure for
the ns slves a military base in Egypt was to prevent the French from cutting their logistics and
cormmereial routes 1@ India. Similarly, the British decision 1o cultivate relations with Persia
(1%13 Treatyy and to push into Alghanstan sustaining heavy casualties in
1839-1842, was w prevem Russians from fulfilling their drcam of capturing India vin Persm
and/o1 Afghanistan (Russian dream bud never been matenialized).

Curing these British adventures, the English language had been deeply influenced by the
inkab tmts of Muslim colonies who spoke mixture of Arabic. Turkish. and Persian and who
had been ruled for mose than 6 cenwries by Arab Muslims during Umayyad and Abbasid
Catiphate. Such reciprocal linguistic influence come out of the British necessity of
comur unicating with the citizens they ruled. and vut of profirable relations in commerce.

The British ¢xperience in India begun some 400 years ago. dunng the reign ol Queen
Elzabeth 1, when a few merchants applicd for truding concessions Irom the all-powerful
Mgt 1 emperors.

[ v the end of the 15th century two Europesn explorers claimed o have found other sea
romte= 1o the Indies. Chriktopher Columbus. who had ¢rossed the Atlantic Ocean in 1492,
went 1o his death but was stitl convineed that he had discovered the Indies (wrongly), Vasco
da Gama. sailing for Portugal in 1497, actually did go round the southern tip ol Africa (The
Cepe of Good Hope), and went on 1o reach the spice port of Calicut on 1he Malabar coast of



the south-western Indiad he also discovered the sea routes of Arab satlors to India, Da Grama’s
epic vovage tired the imagmation, and the commercial hopes of Europe.

In 15383, & group of London merchants orzanized an expedition to Indiat Ralph Fich,
Willlam Leeds und Tames Sfory set sail in the "Tyger”. After landing ot Tripofi in North
Alrica, they Tollowed 1the overland route 1o [ndia. Later, Fitch sang the prasses of whal he had
scen: "Here is greal traffic for all sorts of spices and drogs, stk and cloth of silk, clephants
weth and much China work, and much sugar which is made of the nut called 'Gajara’ the tree
18 called the palmer: which 18 the profisablest tree m the world™.

Under pressure from the English merchants -and hoping for vast custenms dues from direet
trade withy the Fast- Queen Flizubeth 1 granted in December, 1600. a chanet to the "Gevernor
and Company of Merchants of London trading ugto the East Indies”. This company was soon W
rise (o paramoun! power 0 the Indian sub-continent. The chiel commercial hopes ol the
company, however, were nof based on India. Rather it hoped to break inw the rich rrade of the
East Indian Spiee Tslands. Spices were clearly the commodity to amm for. Since miach of
Europe's livestock had to be slanghtered before euch winter, spices were needed to preserve
meat during the cold season. Spices also Bavoured food and hid the taste of bad meat. Bu
the Spice Istands (small islands like Ambovna, Ternate and Tidore, ns well as the large Fast
Indian islamds Java, Sumarrg, and the Celebes) alrcady traded busily with the Duatch.

Fxpelled from the East Indies, the Enghish concentrared on India as 2 2nd best: the East
Incha Company had made a landing on Imdian soil in 1608, William Hawkins arrived ai Surat,
a booming port on the west coast of India. The English had firstly 10 compete with the
Portuguese and laterly with the French, Hawkins set off (as o British ambassador) anth 2
bired retinue for Agra, the capital of the Mogu! Emperor Jahangir { 1605-1625), a Muslum of
Turkish origin who spoke a nixture of Perstan and Arabic. and ruled over a vast pumber of
subject territories wemed with millions of people with contlicting rehigion and culture. From
these simple beginnings and with the decline of the last Mogu! King Shah Alam in 1803, und
by the end of the Napoleanie War m 1815, ihe British in India became undisputed masters
of 4 vast sub-continent until Indian independence in 1948'"

During the 300 years of British presence and colomization of Indian subcontinemt and
during British contacls with near=by Persia and Oitornan Turks. numy apparently [1dian.
Persian. or Turkish words (originally of Arabic etymology. or adopted and conveyzd by
Arubs) were inroduced into the English language by the Brush rulers and merchanis
themseives. The following words are only few examples of borrowed words in the English:

From the Hindi (Indian) came™:

“ayah. from Arabic stgn of beauty and merey™ inurse or maid). "kismer from Arabic
gismah and Trrhish gismet” (fate or destiny), "koran™ (holy book of Musiims), “nmogal”
(name of a grewt Twdian imperial dvoasty), "wmoligmmedan” (¢ folloeer of prohphet
Mohawnmed, a Muslting, "muslins” (followers of Islam), "nabob, nawab from Arabic
nawwah, piural of na'th, depuny” (@ Muslim prince in fwdia), "'pyjoma from Arabic manamao,
loase tronsers tied ronnd the waist worn by Maslims ro cover their 'awra’ or private parts (a
steeping=suit in Enropean aye), "salub” (respectable friend or Sir), "salaam™ (erecting),
“sepoy from persian sipaki” (Indian soldier in European service), “shah" (king) and
Vthugee or thugs from Arabic shagee” (Hhgs),

From the Persian came:
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"herbican, babeul khan” (watch-fower over the gute of a fortress), "baksheesh or

habkshish” (a tip), "bazaar ov hazar' (market), "checkmate or shal mat” (king is
dead), "chess” f(a game played by stialy, "khaki” (dusi-coloyred cloth used in military
uniforns), “purdah” (the veil worn by Mustim woman, or a curtain for yeclusion of
warter), atid "shal" (king).

From the Turkish came:
Yengora' (a goat with long wiite hair found in Ankara), ""hey or beg" (governor),

"hegu u” (Mustim princess, feminine of heyi; "bosh" (nonsense), “hkebab™ (kabah),
"khan" (prince). "khedive 7 (viceroy), and "vogurr' (yoghare).

6. Muslims in the Americas before Columbus

Ths subject of nlluence of Arabic on American Language ts beconung a fertile field of
extens. ve eontemporary rescarch that i deserves an independent book on i owit,
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