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Introduction :

The study of folklore constitutes a
vitl source for research into the social
history of any community, nation Or
region. Folklore in the Gulf is remarkably
authentic and deeply rooted in hiStory. It
has successfully survived for centuries
and affected life in several aspects,
Particularly the social and cultural ones.

The last thirty years have witnessed a
growing interest for the study of folklore
in the gulf region. This has been indicated
by noticeable mumber of contributions
from scholars and researchers in the field,
A large number of books, arTicles, and
research papers, covering a wide variety
of topics, have been published.

However, it has been noticed that the

efforts to document tlese resources have

been very modest, hindering them fromn

being readily accessible by researchers
and scholars. Al-Fuhail points out that
there is a widening ap ع between the
scholaly work and recipients.
(AI-Fuhail, 1998, p. 9).

It should be noticed, however, that
few efforts to collect define and document
folklore studies have been conducted,
resulting in a number of bibliographic
tools. Nevertheless, a thorough study of
these tools would reveal the following
remaks :

٣ The majority of these tools have
focused on books and periodical
rticles as their primary concern.
Other types of resources, namely
research papers, dissertations as well
as audiovisul material have been
excluded.



In addition, bibliographic tools have
focused, principally, on Arabic
materials; materials dealing with the
subject but written in non-Arabic
languages, have been also excluded.

# Most of the infoImation in these tools
has been derived from previous
bibliographic tools. Hence, all the
drawbacks in these tools were,
naturally, reflected in the new
outcome.

٣ This has led, consequently, to
inconsistency with regards to the
amount, depth and accuracy of the
descriptive information on the
materils. While some of these
materials were described in full
details. including an abstract for the
prescribed item. others lacked the
very basic identification data.

The majority of the existing tools are
incomplete. as Iegards to the
comprehensiveness of their cover:ge.
This is due to the fact that a huge
amount of time and effort is needed to
achieve a comprehensive coverage of
all resources. It has been clearly stated
in these tools that such coverage is
beyond any individual's capability.

AimandPurpose:

As the appliction of new technology
in various aspects of the documentation

process has introduced new prospects for
scholars and researchers in the field, this
paper aims at proposing and planning for
the establishment of an internet-based
database for folklore and folklore studies
in the Gulf States. The proposed database
would serve all those individuals and
institutions, involved in studying and
working with folklore.

It is well acknowledged, that
bibliographic tools are considered
essential for research in any given field,
as they aim to collect and identify
information resources, thus providing
scholars and researchers the means to
locate those resOurces.

ln addition to its attempt to overcome
the drawbacks mentioned earlier. the
proposed database will serve the
following purposes :
1. To assist students, researchers and

scholars in the field of folklore,
especially those interested in studying
folklore in the gulf region, identify
Various information resources on The
subject.

2. To help in formulating plans regarding
future research in the field. This is to
be accomplished through revealing
various gaps in some areas in the
subject. Hence, efforts would be
directed to encourage writings and
research in those areas.
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3. To provide the foundation for a future
work to be done, on establishing a
folklore database for the entire Arab
region.

In the light of the above mentioned
goals, the paper attempts to answer the
following questions :

]. Could various information resources
on folklore in the gulf region be
identified ?

2. What are the topics to be included ?

3. What are the types of sources to be
covered '?

4. What are the different resources that
could be examined to gather
information about the required
infornation sources '?

5. How could these sources described
and analyzed '?

6. ls it feasible to establish an internet­
based database for folklore in tle gulf
Iegion ?

7. What are the requirements to establish
such a database ?

8. What are the advantages of
dissemninating this information on the
inteInet ?

Methodology:

n order to achieve the above­
mentioned goal, the study will cover four

main phases. These could be summarized
as follows :

1. Definition of scope

One of the major steps in this
proposal is to determine the nature of
information sources to be included. It has
been mentioned that a wide variety of
topics are covered under the broad subject
of folklore. Hence, these have to be
selected and delined. In addition, the
different types and formats of these
sources are to be determined; there are
published materials, unpublished
materials, paper-based documents, and
audio-visual materials, to name a few.

2. Identification of resources :

For the purpose of collecting relevant
information sources, variouS reSOurcES
have to be identified. These include
Hibraries, archives, specialized and
research centers in the field of folklore
and heritage. Bibliographies, indices,
catlogues are also to be examined.
Different specialized centers on the
national and regional levels in the Gulf
States will be considered to determine
how they can contibute in this respect.

3. Documentation :

In this phase all sources are to be
catalogued, classified, analyzed and
indexed, leading to the creation of a full



bibliographic record for each item. The
record structure as well as fields
definitions are all to be covered. A data
dictionary is also to be created for the
database. Various formats of information
sources collected will be also considered
i.e. books, articles, sound recordings and
videotapes, leading to the possibility of
establishing multiple files within the
databse.

4. The Proposed Database

The possibility of uploading the
database on the internet is to be
examined., outlining the numerous
advantages of establishing an internet­
based database for folklore studies, such
as facilitating accessibility, downloading
and exchange of bibliographic records to
researchers and interested bodies in the
gulf region and the world at large.

Data colleetion :

Data collection for this study was
based on field visits paid to the Gulf
Corporation Council Folklore Center
(GCCFC), in January and February
2000. Lnterviews with the General
Manager of the center, as well as with the
Head of Information and Publication
Department.

Bibliographic tools were consulted
for writing the literature survey section.

L,iteratureSurvey:

Efforts to document folklore and
studies in the Arab world started
modestly on national basis. Egypt, lraq
and few others were among the leading
Arab nations in this respect. However, it
was not until the early seventies that
efforts to document these sources on
regional level actually took place. Some
of the worthy mentioning in this context,
are the following :

The first serious attempt to document
folklore studies in the Arab world dates
back to [972 and was published in 1983.
(A-Gowhary, 1983), this bibliography
contained 4175 titles representing all what
have been published about folklore
sources and studies unti] 197 . إ It covers

publications. The bibliography was
mainly limited, however, to printed
materials : books and periodical articles,
manuscripts and the like.

ln 2000, a continuation of the
previous work was implemented,
resulting in a huge work (Al-Gowhary,
2000) that documents research papers and
studies regarding folklore in the Arab
world. Folklore works and sources have
been excluded from this bibliography
which includes about 6600 entries.

As regards to attempts to document
folklore sources and studies in the GuIf
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region, some efforts to document one or
mnore aspects of folklore have taken place.
Worth mentioning in this context is the
"sources of study for folklore traditions
in the Arab Heritage" (A}-Naja).

However it was not until 1993, when
the first complete work covering all
aspects of folklore in the Arab Gulf States
has been published (Nasr, 1993). This
bibliography was published by the Gulf
Corporation Council Folklore Center.
Nevertheless, this tool was als0 restricted
to printed materials only.

Scope:

The study investigates the possibility
of establishing an Lnternet-based database
for the Gulf states, namely; Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Oatar, Saudi Arabia, and
United Arab Emirates. The information
and data gathered are valid until February
2000.

1. Definition of scope :

One of the main aspccts to be tackled
in this proposal is to identify the scope of
the proposed database. The following
elements are to be examined :

a) Subject coverage.
b) Types of materials to be included.
c) Date limitation.
d) Geographical limitations.
e) Language limitations.

a) Subject coverage :

There have been many attempTs to
define the subject area of folklore. In his
classic work "The science of folklore",
(Al-Gowhary, 1980) has pointed out that
different approaches have been followed
to define the subject matter. Those were
based on culturological criterion,
sociological criterion, psych0-
sociological criterion and ethnological
criterion. He concluded by suggesting the
following si main sections :

3 folk traditions.

folk beliefs

folk cuStoms

# folk literature

# folk arts

material culture

(A1-Gowhary, 1978, p. 36-38, p. 53)

However, a thorough examination of
the literature will reveal that most scholars
and researchers in the field would agree
on a classifying woks on folklore under
one or more of the following categories :

1. Folk customs and traditions

This includes, among others :

Lifecycle (Birth - Marriage - Death).
Feasts and annual occasions (Religious
occasions - National feasts ... etc.)



The individual in the society (Social
protocols - Family relations - Eating and
drinking habits - Daily routines ... etc.)

2. Folk Beliefs :

Topics included in this category are :
Dreams - Magic - Metals and Stones -
Animals - Time - Directions - Numbers
- Spirits- Creatures- Colors - Numbers
Places - Firsts - Folk medicine ... etc.

3. Folk Literature

This includes :

Proverbs - Tales - Riddles - Jokes -­
Anecdote - Acts - Songs - Myths -
Fables - Ballads - Mawaliya ... etc.

Those could be further divided
according to occasions, groupS ... etc.

4. Folk Arts :

This category incHudes three mn
areas : folk music, dancing and drama.
Those are further divided into the
following :

Folk Music

Which contains the tollowing :

a) Music:
1. Accompanying songs such as those

for birth, work, weddings ... etc.
2. Accompanying dance.
3. Pure music.

b) Musical instruments :

Folk dance and folk games
This includes :

a) Dancing,
b) Folk games.

5. Material Culture

This subject area covers the
following aspects :

Handcrafts - Household tools and
appliances- Agricultural tools -
Cosmetics - Costumes - Ornaments -
Furniture - Tattoo - Drawings ... etc.

Needless to say, the above mentioned
classification is neither comprehensive,
nor enumerative of all subjecIs involved.
Rather, it attempts to draw some
guidelines regarding the broad subjects to
bc included in the proposed database.

Moreover, folk material might be
widely scattered in a variety of sources.
According to some researchers, writings
in the following categories might be of
great value for the study of folklore :

+ Bibliographics
Encyclopedias
Religious works

٣ Historical resources

+ Geographical works.

Literatre and folk literature wOrks,

Social sciences works.

# Applied science.
# Newspapers

Journeys
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lt is believed that these works would
contain valuable information on various
aspects of folk traditions and cusToms.
This wider vicw of the subjcct field,
should not be neglected.

b) Types of material :

lt is worth mentioning in this context
that works covering the subjects specified
earlie fall in two groups :

1. Folklore works :

These works represent different
subjects and forms mentioned above.
Examples of those include, among
others, Poems, folk tales, folk epics and
the like. It should be noted, however, that
there are thousands of unpublished
maTerials as wcll as manuscripts in this
categOry.

2. Folklore studies :
These are works compiled by

scholars, academics and researchers in
the field to stdy, analyze and criticize
works in the first group. A large portion
of these works, however, might include
parTs of the cited works.

Since the proposed bibliographic
database is to provide for a comprehensive
overge of intornation rEsources on
folklore and folklore studies in thc Culf
States, both groups should be considered
1or inclusioi.

Following the determination of the
nature of works to be included, it is
essential to define the Types of
information sources for the database.
Most of the existing tools have focused
pimarily on books and periodical
articles. Unfortunately, other types of
sources have been repeatedly excluded.
Although, it is important to focus on
books and articles, as they do represent a
major source for information in any field,
it is equally important to include other
sources. Folklore is among the few
subject fields, where various information
sotrces are considered vita] to
researchers. Audio-visual materials­
namely sound recordings and video tapes
- and pictures provide valuable
infomtion to scholars, which are very
unlikely to be offered by other sources.

Therefore. it is suggested that the
proposed database would encompass the
following inforation sources :

1. Books
2. Periodical articles
3. Dissertations.
4. Manuscrips.
5. Sound recording.
6. Video recordings / films.
7. Picture collections and slides.

Each of the above mentioned Types
will dictate differents levels of
description. This wil] be dealt with in



details, when addressing the structure of
the proposed database in the fnal section
of this paper.

c) Date limitations

Although works and studies on
folklore in the gulf have proliferated in
the last forty years or so, there are some
writings that could be dated back to the
beginnings of the century. As the
proposed database is meant to be
comprehensive in coverage, no date
limitations would be applied, thus, all
works regardless of their date of
publication will be included.

d) Geographical limitations

The main purpose of the proposed
database is to act as a major information
repository about folklore and folklore
studies in the six Gulf states. Hence, it
would include all works about the subject
regardless of their place of publication.

e) Language himitations :

Works in both Arabic and other
languages are to be considered for
inclusion.

2. Identification of Resources :

There re two approaches to collect
data about the information sourCes
selected for inclusion in any database.
First, the examination of existing

bibliographies, catalogues and indices,
both general and specialized ones; second
the consultation of the information
sources themselves in order to extract the
necessary information for the
bibliographic description.

However, it has been pointed out that
one of the major drawbacks of the
existing bibliographic tools. is the lack of
comprehensiveness, consistency and
accuracy. This problem could be largely
attributed to the fact that. the vast majority
of these tools have been dependant on
bibliographies and similar indirect
resources. This has led to a repetitive
series of unavoidable mistakes.

ln order to achieve the optimum
possible, the second approach for
collecting data is highly advisable.
Nevertheless, this is a huge task that
dictates good coordination and planning
from the specialized institutions in the
GuIf States. Due to the wide variety of
topics and media involved, gathering of
data will require the consultation of the
following institutions :

1. National libraries.

2. University and academic libraries.

3. Specialized national and regional

centers.

4, Television and radio archives.
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National lihraries :

National libraries do acquIe,
organized and disseminate literature,
which reflect the heritage and culture of
their respctive counTries. Therefore, the
examination of holdings acquired by
national libraries in the Gulf States will be
of a considerable value for the purposes
of this project. The majority of the
holdings in these libraries, however, are
in printed form, accordingly, they we
would served as a good source for
books. manuscripts, periodicals and other
printed sources.

University lihraries

University and academic libraries
would also provide good subject
coverage, especially those universities
that offer academic degrees in folklore or
related disciplines. Those will be a good
source for books, periodicals and
dissertations.

National and regional centers :

Specialized national centers or bodies
in the six GuIf States are to play an
exceptional role in this respect. The
following institutions represent a starting
point in this direction :

Bahrain :
٩ The Culture National Center / Heritage

Administration.

Kuwait :

3 The Culture National Center / Heritage
Administration.

Oman :

# Ministry of Culture and National
Heritage.
Ministy of Information.

0atar :
٣ Ministry of Culture / Heritage

Administration.

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Ministry of Education.
Arab Society.

United Arab Emirates

Ministry of lnformation.
Zayed Center for Heritage and History.

3 Emirates Heritage Club.

This list is not meant to be
enumerative. Nevertheless, the above
mnentioned institutions do represent the
mnajor reservoirs of folklore in their
respective countries. Other institutions
should be also considered.

ALECSO has published a directory
listing heritage and folk centers in the
Arab world. Though not comprehensive,
the directory points out to some of these
centers in three of the GuIf States.
(ALECSO, 1998).



ln addition to national centers, the
Folklore Center attached to the Arab Gulf
Cooperation Council (G.C.C.F.C.) has a
vital role to play in this context. The
center was founded in 1982 to "collect,
document and classify folklore of the
Inember states" among other objectives. lt
is recommended that this center would
play a leading role in coordinating the
efforts among other institutions on the
national level,

The center houses good collection
of books and periodicals on folklore. ln
addition, the center holdings of pictures
and slides reaches some 60.000 itemns,
probably the largest among other centers
in the gulf, reflecting most aspects of
traditions and customs in all gulf staes.
Als0, the center's holdings from sound
and video recordings represent another
valuable addition, with an estimated 2500
hours of recorded sound for the forner
and around 100 hours of moving innages
for the latter.

Television and Radio Archives :

Television and radio archives are
among the very important resources that
have been neglected in any bibliographic
compilation. Existing bibliographic tools
on folklore are no exception. Although
some of the specialized centers may
possess some types of sound and video

recordings. the holdings of television and
rdio archives are entirely different in
nature. Typically, these works would
cover a wide variety of folk aspects,
ranging from programs on folk music and
$0ngs to narrative programs about crafts
and costumes. There is a wide consensus
that radio and television programns do
reflect cultural, social and heritage aspects
of any nation. By definition, all these
aspects would be of an interest to any
researcher of folklore.

One of the major problems in dealing
with television and radio programs, is the
fact that they are inaccessible to the
pblic. What adds to the problem, is the
lack of definition tools necessary to
document this valuable information. lt is
highly recommended that the proposed
database would identify and document
relevant materials held by television and
radio archives in the Gulf States.

It is expected that each of the
institutions mentioned above would apply
various standards as regards to both the
bibliographic description and subiect
analysis of the collection it holds. For the
sake of standardization, a data worksheet
should be adopted, listing all the
necessry data elements for each mediun.
A detailed description of these elemenTs
will be discussed in the final section of
the paper.
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In addition to the previous direct
resources, the following indirect tools
shoukd be also examined :

National bibliographies

Representing the major information
resources for literature in any nation, all
national bibliographies for te six GuIF
States should be examined. A tlorougi
exanination of these bibliographies is
$uggested, as folklore related topics could
be scattered under different subject areas.
[t has been mentioned that a wide variety
of topics could be ivolved.

Subject bibliographies :

Existing bibliographies in the field
should also be examined, this will be
useful to fil} any gaps that might arise
when consulting direct resources. The
bibliography issues by the G.C.C.
Folklore Center "Folklore in The
Gulf : An Annotated Bibliography"
is a good example in this categoTy.

Periodicals directories :

This would provide information
a bout periodical titles, with full biblio­
graphic coverage. most of these directo­
ries will aiso provide a subject index for
the periodicals covered.

The following are just a few
examples of the above :

Directory of GuIf Journalism (GCC,
1998).

- Catalogue of the Periodicals in The
National Library (The Cultural
Foundation, 1990).

- Catalogue of Arabic and Non-Arabic
Periodicals in the University of Oatar.
(University of Oatar, 1988).

Databases :

Despite of being precious few,
Arabic on-line databases, they should be
considered for consultation. One
important resource in this respect is the
bibliographic database developed by
the Information and Documentation
Center of the Arab League.

Also, regional databases in some of
the Gulf States might be consulted. The
Nationa Scientific and Technical
lnformation Center (NSTIC), in Kuwait
has developed the "Arabian Gulf
Information File" as well as the ·'Arabic
Catalog of Books"، Both files are
available on-line. (Abdul Mu'ti, 1998,
pp. 92-93).

Most of the above mentioned
resources will provide information about
Arabic literanre on folklore. Hence, it is
$uggested that other foreign resources
should be consulted. The Internet
web-based 0PACS could provide an



the Gulf States. The following aspects
wi]] be addressed : documentation.
daRabase stucture and requirements,
soltware issues, implementation nd
finally thc Internct proposed database.

(a) Documentation :

It has been pointed out that the
gathering of data fiom different resOurCes
will result in a huge mount of
information. ln the documentation phase,
it is essential to provide the tollowing :

excellent tool in uhis respect. The Library
of Congress on-line catalogue (catalog.
loc.gov) would offer good intormation
about its holdings on the subject.

A vcry basic search about folklore in
the gulf has resulted i : hundred oF hits
as shown in fig. 1).

3. The Proposed Database

This section investigates the
possibility of establishing n internet­
based database for the folklore sources in

Lilrary ot Congress Online Catalog sample search.Fig. 1
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1. Data fields :

These are essential to identity various
intormnation sources in the datbasc. One
option is to adopt a standardl cataloging
rules such as the Angl0-AmeIican
Cataloguing Rulcs (AACR2). Howevcr,
the possibility to adopl some data fields to
bctter suite the needs of different formats
imvolved. should he also consilered. The
data dicLionary. discussed shortly. could
gie some guidance in this context.

2. Authority lists :

l oder to achieve soIe sort ot
standadiz.ation with regards to the
indlexing ncl subject anaysis, as well as
nanc foImats for authors, institutions ...
etc., tle following autlority lists arc
reuuired :

Name authority list : fo ketermining
the most ppropriate form fo names ol'
individuals and organizations.

Although the work intended to provide
scheme for classification ot folk
trditions, the terms used coukd be
examined. Moreover othcr lists uscd in
specialized centers in the Gulf Sttes
should be aso consulted.

Genre : this list will help in assigning
vrious genres denoting folklore aspects
in the guIf. There has been some etforts
to develop such list: worth mentioning
in tbis contcxt is thc ''Classification and
Indcxing of folklore genres in Arabic
heritage sources"، one of the projecIs
undertaken by te GCCFC.

(b) Structure of the database

Variations in the plysical form of tbe
iniornation souces cictate the
developmcnt of multi-file database.
Each of tbe files denotes specific
information source(s) sharing common
data elemcnts. The folkowig files are
$uggested :

١٧٩

Keywords (descriptors) tis is ,Booksا. manuscripts, writings and

disserTatiOns.
2. Pcriodical articles.
3. Sound rccordings.
4. Video recordings.
5. Pictues and slides.

The Data dictionary

]١ a attempt to establish some
guidelines regarding the level and depth

cssential (or subject retrieval from thc
daabase. It is highly rccommnenced to
develop a standard Iist to accommnodatc all
concepTs and terns of {olklore. Some
existing tools could cater for this
purpose. Worth mentioning in this
contex is ا the work by El-Shamy
(El-Shamny, 1995) in his attcIpt (o
conpile a guide to motif classification.



of description for the selected information
sources, a data dictionary was compiled
(Tables 1-5 for ر each of the materials
listed above. A data dictionary is a table

in a database that stores the names, field
Types, length, and other characteristics of
the fields in the database tables.,

Table (1) : Data dictionary for books, manuscripts and dissertations.

Field Type Length Characteristics

Tiue A 60 Title proper as drawn from title page

Author (s) A 40 Author, co-author, translator and other

responsibilities

Edition AN 5 As drawn from title page

Place of publication A ١0 City of publication

Publisher A 20 Name of first publisher

University A 30 In case of dissertations

Date of publication N 4 Year of publication

Ruler AN 5 For manuscriptS

Pages N 4 Pagination in pages, vol. ...

Illustrations A 10 Maps. pictureas, drawings etc.

Series AN 20 Series title and number

ISBN N ١4

Notes A 30 Important information not mentioned in

previous fields, especially links to other

iteIns.

Keyword (s) A 40 As drawn from the approved authority hist.
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Table (2) : Data dictionary for periodical articles.

Field Type Length Characteristics

Title ٨ 60 Title of article

Author (s) A 40 Author

Source ٨ 20 Title of periodical where tle article was

puplished

Publication data AN ١0 Issue no. , volume, year of publication

Hages N 8 Page unmbers

Keyword (s) A 40 As drawn from the approved authority list.

Table (3) : Data dictionary for Sound recordings.

Field Tyre Length Characteristics

Tite A 60 Title of recorded item

Type of recorded work A ١0 Song. musical, narrative etc.

Presenter AN 40 As drawn from recording

Narvator (s) ٨ 40 Orl history and the like

Singer (s) A 40 As drawn from recording

Musical group N 40 As drawn from recording

Place of' recording AN 20 Location of recording

Date of recording N 8 dd/ mm/ yy

Duration AN 6 Given in min. and sec.

Sound quality A 6 Mono, Ktereo... etc.

Holdings A 30 Name of ibrary Or Archive

Genre N 15 As drawn fiom approved list

Notcs ٨ 30 Important information not mentioned in

previous fields,

Keyword (s) A 40 As drawn from the approved authority list.
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hata dictionary for video recordings.Table (4)

Field Type Length Claractcristics

Title A 60 Title of recordcd item

Typ of recorded Program A 10 Song, musical. narrati ve etc.

Presenter A 40 As drawn from recording

Director ٨ 40 As drawn fiom recording

Singcr (s) A 40 As drawn from rccurdingأمة 

Musical group N 40 As drawn from ecording

Narrator (s) ٨ 40 Maps, pictures, drawings etc.

Duraiion AN 6 Given in min. nd seC.

Place of recording A 6 Mono, sTeIc0... etc.

Date of recording AN 20 Localion of rccording

Sound qualiy N 8 dd/ mm/ yy

Holdings ٨ 30 Namc of library or Archive

Cenre N 15 As clrawn from approvecl list

Notes A 30 Important informution not menLioned in

previous fields,

Keyword (s) A 40 As drawn fron the approved authority Hist.

Data dictionary for Pictures.TaLle (5)

Typ [Length I CharaceristicsFieid

TiLleA ١ 60

a ا@mmo يا»«« oر s١٨ أ
Tile

Genre

Name of exact loeation

40

20

A

A

N

A

٨

Photography

Lceation

dd./ mm/yy

Color, Dimensions etc.
As drawn fiom the approved authority list.

8

40
 د

40

Dte

Physial desription

Keywords
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S0ftware issues :

The question as to what software to
tIse to accommocate the proposed
database should be addressed. May
packages have bcen devcloped in the last
few years to deal with Arabic data.
MINI/ISIS and CDS/ISIS are among
the very famous packages that lave bccn
uscd by : widc varicty of Arab
foundations. However. many otler
institutions have developed in-ouse
$ystcms to catcr tor their specilic nceds.
Although discussing software
specilications is bcyond the scope of' this
papcr. two gencral considertions should
be well thought of:

The selccted s/w should have very
powerful scacl and retrieval
capabilities. Thcse will includc among
others. field seareh. the use 0f
Boolean operatos (AND, NOT, OR),
controllel truncation. stop wotds, cTc.
Therefore. an IRS bascd s/w would
likely be a betcr likely be a hctte
choicc tha traditional libray
housekceping $ysten.

- Since the proposed database is likely
to be a pat of laIgEr nctwok,
compatibility with MARC recods is
nust, This includes the ability to
inport. export and thc autonatic
ordcring oT MARC fields.

lmplementation :

Needless to Say, the time and effort
needed to gther and document
inform:tion from the resOurces mentioned
earlier is beyond any individual's
capabilities. Once agai. coordination of
eftorts in this respect is vital. It is
$Uggestecl that the Folk Center of the
GCC mcntioned earlier would act as the
coordinating body for this mission.

One of the main objectives of the
GCC Folklore center was "to establish
a central information section wel
euipped with techniques and
methods to qualify it to be a
database for scholars." This is yet to
be achieved.

It is of great imporTance that the
centct. with the assistance of other
centers in the GuIf Sttes, should take the
necessary steps Towards the establishment
of establishing this regional database. It is
assuned that the proposed database will
constitute thc foundations tor n Arab
[oIklore database.

I١ thc light of the ahove, the center
should assume the followig
responsibilities :

١. Coordination with the mcmber sTates
as regards to assigning teamnwork of
professionals to collect, define and
document intormation sources in their
respective countries,



2. Adopting the required standards for
bibliographic description and subject
analysis, necesSary for documenta­
tion.

3. Investigating the possibility to
adopt/adapt one of the software
packages used in any of the
specialized centers in the gulf states.
On the other hand, it should study the
developing of tailored-made software
after a thorough study of the ctrrent
and future needs.

4. Formulation of a supervising com­
mittee, to follow up the implementa­
tion process, tackling any problem the
working teams may encounter.

T'he proposed lnternet database

In the pevious sections, the
possibility of establishing a folklore
database for the GuIf States has been
discussed, outlining the needs as well as
the requirements for such a database.
After the completion of the database, it is
recommended that it to be uploaded to the
lnternet. The numerous advantages of
developing an online databse and
uploading it to the Internet, could be
outlined below :

٢ The on-line database will contribute to
the overall Arabic efforts towards
establishing the long awaited Arab

Lnformation Network. It is worth
mentioning in this context, that one of
the three subsystems proposed in this
network is the SIS-NET dealing with
specialized information in some
subject sectors.

٢ The database wiIl facilitate the
standardization of record structures
amnong the contributing institutions,
thus, facilitating possible exchange of
bibliographic records, not only aCross
the gulf region, but also the rest of the
Arab world and the world at large.

+ On-line bibliographic databases offer
wide variety of search options.

Records could be retrieved by any
data element. The use of logic
(Bookean operators) would also
enhance the search capabilities,
enabling users to manipulate the data
in different ways.

٢ The easiness by which the database
will be updated and modified.

Uploading the database to the Internet
is seen to be very advantageous on the
long term. There is a wide consensus
that the Internet is the publishing
medium of the future, enabling
thousands of researchers and scholars
from around the globe to gain access
to the database.
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(1998). Marakez2. ALECS0
A١-Turath Al-Hadari fi A١-Watan
Al-'Arabi (Heritage Centers in the
Arab World. Tunis : ALECSO.

3. Al-Gowhary, M uhamnnad (2000).
A١-Intaز AI-Fekri Al-'Arabi fi 'Elm
A١-Folklore : Oaema Bibliographia
(Arabic Literature in Folklore : A
Bibliography). Cairo : Social
Researches and Studies Center.

4. Al-Gowhary, Muahnnad
(1983). Masader Dirasat Al-Folklore
Al-'Arabi : Oaema Bibliographia
Mashroha (Sources of Study for Arab
Folklore: An Annotated Bibliography).
Cairo : Dar AI-Thakafa Lel Nashr Wa
Al-Tawzi'e.

5. Al-Go wl ary, Mwh am nnad
(1978). 'EIm AI-Folklore : Dirasah fi
Al-Anthropologia A[-Thakafia (The
Sciences of FoIklore : A Study in
Cultural Anthropology). Cairo : Dar
El-Ma'aref.

6. Al-Ghowhary, Muhammad
(1980). 'Elm AI-FoIklore : Dirasat
A/-Mo'takadat Al-Sha'bya (Flklore :
A Study of Folklore Traditions).
Cairo : Dar El-Ma'aref.

# The availability of the database on the
lnternet is coinciding with a current
tendency among many institutions in
the region, to publish information of
many sorts on the Internet. The
Cultural Foundation in UAE has
developed a homepage on the web
(www.cultural.0rg.ae/) offering
access to an online library tor audio,
video, books, a Poetry encyclopedia
and Al-Waraq, the huge online
encyclopedia comprisig about 9
million pages about Arab heritage in
al} fields. Moreover Zayed Centrer
for Heritage and History is
constructing a homepage on the web
(w ww.2ayedcenter.0rg.ae),
emphasizing the importance of the
new medium.

٢ The use of multimedia on the web
represents yet another advantage،
Some of the information Sources in
the database. namely sound
recordings; video recordings and
pictues could be played and
displayed on the screen, providing
users with a far different experience.
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