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I
ABible No Longer So Greek

-] 1T=

Jewish schelars complere a historic translarion

n Alexandeis 2,200 years sgu a group

of 70 Jewish scholan translated the Bi-
die from Hebrew inlo Grock. Thelr greut
work became kaown Lo history &8 the Sep-
wagin, from Lhe Latin word for 10. For
adherenis of imdivoral Judaizm in Ister
centyzics, however, Lthe only ‘e Ribie
was the Hebrew verrion What tangia-
oy there were lacked olficial stxnding:

of the new Rible, rendered duu:lly from
Hebrew to English, is that it nmoru the

dard, By comparison, Christlan irs
Ltors conmdt 8 variety of scrolls a
mdlnuln Hebrew and ather sncient la
in onder o recomatrucl wh.

M bope ks the original -wdm; ¢
millennhutrs ago.

The actAary reticd an many ancient|
mwmmﬂnmng of the
ic sexL Tablets in Ugaritic 1hay

wording of all past Chre

and e Hoty Writ into fresh, undcr-
of Efizatethan Ln;lnh The Holy Serip-
wrey |s drawn solely from the Masotetic
1231 in Hebrew, evolved inw ity
present form by 1he Itk century and

mosl were Turned oul by individaml rans- , Judsisin’s only official scripturs) stan-

Wiors rather then brosdly
tmsed comimitiees of swhodars. I8
Now. for 1he flist time J
unce the Sepluagini. Lhere N
n a geoerally recognized N
hewith commstiee tranglatrion
from llebien inty ihe con-
sernporary wsage of anotiver
language Enginh This new By
Jewish Bible {what Chsis-
ians lorm the Old Tema-
ment) has heen litled he
Woly Scripture: Cinnpriendd RS

Wt month, it is (he Tatest of Me Gnadarg

wveral majr new English

Bibles, bul all ihe others were Chiistien |

wndcriakings. beginning with ihe Revised
- Sisndard Version. published in 1392 by
i the National Counci) uf Churches.
™ Though consultanis from Judaism’y
Urthedoa  Conservative snd Reform
bdranches were involved. 1he Holy Scrip-
wres is primarily ihe work of the Jewish
Publicatlon Society nf America rather
than sny rabbinical grp. The ariginatar
of the project was YHarry Orlinsky of the
Hebrew Union Cotlege—Jemsh Institute
of Religion. Twy parts of thin Bible were
previously published, the Torah €1962)
sad the Prophets 11973), directed by H.L.
Ginsberg of the Jewish Theologica! Semi-
oary. With this final part. the Wrillngs,
ooruisting of & revision of lhe previmaly
e Peaims and a dazen ciher bitdical
tooks, the mew Jewish Bibke i finally
ompicie This [ast seclion was translzted
by ihree US-tmined eaporty Moshe
Greenberg and Jorws Greenfield of He-
brew Universily in Isrec! and Nahum
Serna of Brandeis University. They wers
smistod by Newsjigl-Rahs Thafss Py -
(The Chosen), wha served as coardinator
and lnersry consuitent The Hoely Gerip-
tures will ceztainly stand as o Tundmark o’
Jowazh religsoln scholatshap
Ever ilnce its founding in 1880, the
Jewnh Publication Socicly of America
kxs wanted 1o produce » mayr Eneliah-
Bboguage Bibie. Iy firse efort. in 1917,
was csentlelly one man's touch-up of
Prolenaniism’s vepeteble King James
Version Bt it sekd mote than } miltion
¢opres and was untii now, the standard
Jewish trangistion for the Enghsh-speak -
ad world The sirength and selling paint

Rewritten Writ

O (1017) Vorsion of Camasie 1: 1- 2
1a the beginning Qod creaied the
Mezven and Uhe carth Now the earth
was wmformed and wiid, rod darkneas
was upon the face of the deep; and the
spini of God hovered over the fuce of
the waters. And God said: “Let there
be LighL" And there was Hght.

New Versloe Whn God began Lo cre-

have been unearthed by archaeolonisg’
told u:mm m;b"mw word
mimssh in 23: 30 means “cuy
ot “wine™ as proviowsty translated I;-
Pmilms I: 2, \bey changed “meditales 1
“studien,” based on the historical hnding
tha( mocient Jewith study invoived ol
reciiation. A fooinate poine
st that the Hebrew ver'

“wteers.” Sayn 7
tuw Sarme: “In all o

ws formesty renden
alty 83 “Heas, O lairn
Lord cur God, L
“MHear O lusnel' The 0 ks our Gc
LORD afone " The tramslators conel
paint of the words when orig.

ty writien was not God's aneness. whick
8 theologiva! concept, bat rather his v
clusivity at a time wbm feracl's peight.:
worshiped many deities

Moderniration brings obvious gan
in clarity Here is Prorerdy [/ 24 in 1he
1917 version: “There s that scauereth
and yei increaseth. And there iz Lhay
withholdeth more than fa meet. bul il 1cn-
desh only to want.” Slumped? The new
Bible's versem' “One man gives gent'
ounly and ends with more; Anolher stin
on doing (e right thing end incurs
kma " The orotund “Sorty and four th.
tand eeven hvndred and three score™
coma limply “44.760. Althoup'
Holy Scripiures 'nnulﬂsum: [
formal literary and Hurgical ¢
o of the mogem Christian
limes Jta contempomneity ¢
Brring or tnonsistent. Prow
("A woman of valor, who
tounds a tzd 100 colloqaal 8
rere find is a cupable wike™

The previously piblished
ume has already sofd 330,000
is naw the basis for biblical ¢
many non-Onbodox synago
modern Uanslations are atw
Uhowsands of Jewish mudy y
the 1JS. When thc R} Bib
available in » one-volume |
year, {t ought 1o becoroe & st
o the baokshelf of many a
well — 8y Wchard R Oat
By WicAse! P Narvly aw York

WV —
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