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1 Advertising Age, May 20, 1991,

*Ownership, however, is usually not local. Most American papers are part of “chains”
owned by companies such as Knight-Ridder and Gannert.
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Table 3.1 Twenty Newspapers with the Largest Circulations, 1990

Rank Newspaper Circulation
1 Wall Street Journal 1,795,448
2 USA Today 1,491,844
3 Los Angeles Times 1,177,253
4 New York Times 1,114,830
5 Washington Post 791,289
6 Newsday 763,972
7 New York Daily News 762,078
B Chicago Tribune 723,178
9 Detroit Free Press 598,418

10 San Francisco Chronicle 553,433
11 New York Post 552,227
12 Chicago Sun-Times 531,462
13 Boston Globe 504,675
14 Philadelphia Inquirer 503,603
15 Newark Star-Ledger 470,672
16 Detroit News 446,831
17 Cleveland Plain Dealer 413,678
18 Minneapolis-St. Paul Star Tribune 408,365
19 Dallas Morning News 406,768
20 Miami Herald 396,067

Source: Ira Teinowirz, “Circulation Reparation,” Advertisin g Age November 4, 1991),
p- 35.

Table 3.2 Average Monthly Circulation of the Three Major
News Magazines, 1990

Total Number - Change
Magazine of Copies Sold from 1989
Time 4,339,029 ~5.6%
Newsweek 3,180,011 +1.0
US. News & World Report 2,209,994 +4.6
Total 9,729,036 -1.3%

Source: Audit Bureau of Circulations, FAS-FAX: United States and Canadian Periodicals
(January 1991), pp. 21, 31, 33.
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“Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1991
¢Qne rating point translated into 921,000 viewers.
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Robert Goldberg, Anchors: Brokaw, Jennings, Rather and the Evening News. Secaucus
NJ: Carol Publishing Group, 1999, p. 372. ‘
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MBackgrounders also take longer to prepare, and bzcause they inchide interpretation
and commentary, they are more susceptible to charges of journalistic bias.
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“Larry Sabato, Feeding Frenzy: How Artack Journalism Has Transformed American Pol-
ares (New York: Free Press, 1991), p, 30,

3 telling case of the competitive pressures facing reporters is described by Sabato.

“Express-News columnist Paul Thompson broke a Tontpage story about Mayor

Henry Cisneros’ extramarital affair in October 1988 Cisneros had told Thompson

of the romance on condiden of confidentialiy, but Thompsen unilarerally violated

the ground rule because he feared his rival newspaper was about o publish the storv.

‘T wasn't going to be shut ourt on some ethical punctilio,” noted Thompson.” (Sabato,

1591, pp. 57-58)

¥Quoted in Sabato, 1991, p. 83.
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¥ Fags on File, vol. 48, no. 2462 (January 29, 1988), p. 5C. Immedlately following the
exchange, Bush commented, “The bastard didn't lay a glove on me.”

¥ According to a study of the 1972 presidential campaign, “most news stories cannot
be coded as favorable or unfavorable to a candidate, a political issue or party.” Richard
Hofstetter, Bias in the News (Ohio State University Press, 1976), p. 50.

¥ Robinson and Sheehan, 1980, chap. §.
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