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"Thomas Patterson and Robert McClure, The Unseeing Eye: The Myth of Television
Power in National Elections {New York: G.P. Pumams, 1976), pp. 50-52.

3The list of events included the resignztion of the speaker of the U.S. House, former
President Reagan's surgery, 2 major speech by President Bush, the crash of a United
Airlines DC-10 in Towa, and the Jim Bakker trial. See Vincent Price and John Zal-
ler, “Who Gets the News?: The Measurement Problem in Media Research,” Paper
presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, San
Franeisco, 1990.

“Roy Behr, Pradeep Chibber, and Shanto lyengar, “TV News as a Source of Public
Affairs Informadon,” Unpublished paper, Department of Political Science, UCLA,
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Ia: William C, Brown, 1986) p. 293
$Antecedents of the agenda-setting argument ean be found in the works of the great

American journalist Walter Lippmann, who suggested that the press’s job was 1o
“signalize” events and who wamned of the impossibil:ty of the news and reality being

one and the same.
"Bernard Cohen, The Press and Foreign Policy (Princeton, N .J.; Princeton University
Press, 1963), p. 13.
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#See Shanto Iyengar and Donald Kinder, News That Marters: Televiston and American
Opinion (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987), p. 24. Early agenda-sercing
studies were plagued by 2 number of methodological difficulties, most notably, con-
fusion berween cause and effect. Did the correlation berween newspaper readers’
political concerns and the content of the news mean that news coverage had set the
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as these led the way to the use of experimental design in agenda-setting research.
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" For derails, see Shanto Ivengar, Is Anyone Responsible? How Television Frames Political
Issues (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991},

YFor details, see Tyengar, 1991.
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"For a review of message-related research, see Richard Petty and John Cacioppo, At-
titudes and Persuasion — Classic and Contemporary Approaches (Dubuque, Iowa: William
C. Brown, 1981).

18See William J. McGuire, “Personality and Susceptibility to Social Influence,” in
E. F. Borgawa and W. W. Lambert, eds., Handbook of Fersonality Theory and Research
{New York: Rand-McNally, 1968).
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7"See John Zaller, The Origins and Nature of Mass Opinion (New York: Cambridge

University Press, 1992).
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"*Benjamin Page and Robert Shapire, The Racional Public: Fifty Years of Trends in
Ameritans’ Policy Preferences (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992).
19See, for instance, Daniel Hallin, The Uncensored War: The Media and Vienam (Berke-

ley, Calif.: University of California Press, 1986).
5ee Hallin, 1987.
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