
Stress

Stress is conveniently defined as "the degree of force with
which a syllable is uttered". A strong energy of utterance
means energetic action of all the articulating organs; it
involves a strong force of exhalation, of loudness. Weak energy
of utterance involves weak force of exhalation, and therefore
gives the objective impression of softness.

Syllables which are uttered with a greater degree of stress
than the neighboring syllables in an utterance are said to be
stressed or pronounced with strong stress; syllables uttered
with relatively small degree of stress are said to be unstressed
or pronounced with weak stress.

The analysis of spoken English has shown that it is
possible to distinguish four relative degrees of stress.

These are traditionally called primary [], secondary [], tertiary
[], and weak [], primary stress being the strongest and weak
stress the least strong.

Word Streas

Bnglish word stress cannot be learnt by means of rules.
In most cases there is no rule as to the placement of stress,
and when rules can be fomulated at all, they are generally
subject to various exceptions. It is therefore necessary for the
leamner of Engish to leamn the stress of words individually.

Stress of One-8yllsble Words Spoken 1n lolgtiog:

All one-syllable words, when spoken in isolation, have
pnimary stress. This means that the phonetic transcription of
such a word as pill is not complete unless it shows the stress,
thus [pil],

'The diferent degrees of stress will henceforth be marked above the
pertinent vowels.
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Streدs ofTwo-٤الhleWordsSpoken iه Jcolation:
When two-syllable words are spoken in isolation, some

have primary stress on the first sylable and weak stress on
the second, such as the words English [nglis] and study
[sta'di]; others have weak stress on the first syllable and
primary stress on the second such as the words believe [biliyv]
and dictate [dikyeyt]l.

There is a number of two-syllable words the grammatical
function of which is detemmined by the placement of primary
stress on either the first or the second syllable. For example,
oontent, when pronounced with primary stress on the first
syllable, functions as a noun. But when pronounced with
primary stress on the second syllable, it functions as a verb.

Thus content (noun) is pronounced [k'ntant], and content
(verb) is pronounced [kante'nt].

Again, the word, present, when pronounced with primary
stress on the first syllable, functions as an adjective or noun.
But when pronounced with primary stress on he second
syllable, it functions as a verb. Thus [pre'znt] (adjective or
noun), and [pniz'ent] (verb).

StessfMore Thيو Ty-Sلاللا eyordو Spoken in
Iمم lation
 د

The pronunciation of more-than two syllable words is
charactenized by the incidence of a third degree of stress,
namely tertiary [] on the syllable which does not have either
primary [] or weak ["] stress.

'In this book we will follow a convention that weak stress [] will not
be indicated in the phonetic tanscription of words unless it is
desired to caلl special attention to it. In examples where stresses will
henceforth be indicated, any sylable with no stress marked will be
understood to have weal stress.
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Excamples:

Animation [animEysan]: Tertiary stress on the first syllable,
primary on the third and weak on the
second and fourth.

Satisfied [satisfayd]:

Necessary [nesasari]:

Primary stress on the frst syllable, weak
on the second and tertiary on the third.

Primary on the first syllable, weak on the
second and third, and tertiary on the
fourth.

Pronouns and articles are usually unstressed1. Following
is a list of the most common of these words in their stressed
(strong) and unstressed (weak) forms:

Word

a
an
the

[and]
[ba't]
[tuw]

and
but
to

[bay]
[6':]

 ;ييام
(fy] [6i] (before vowels[ة 

[6a], [d] (before consonants)

[bat]
[tu], (before vowels)
[ta], [t] (before consonants)
[bi], [ba]
[fa], [fo]
[fr] (before vowels)

by
for

[fram], [fr]
[ov], [5v], [v]
[f] (before voiceless
consonant sounds)
No weak fors

[fa'r] (before vowels)
[fد m]

 د]٧[

from
of

3non

'The stressed fomms of these words are used when they occur in
citation form, or when special emphasis of these words is required.
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Word
Pronunclatlon

Stmessed (strong) Unstressed {weak)
So [sov] [so], [sa]
some [sa'm] [sam], [sm]
that [bat] (not often [5at]
(cunjuncUion) used)
that (relative ]t[ةة [53t], [5t]
pronoun)
than ]an[ة ]n], [[bn[[ة 
there [54a]  ة]5[

[oear] (before vowels) [br] (before vowels)
is [z] [ا] is only ued when the

preceding word ends in a
vowe] sound or a voiced
sound or a voiced con-
sonant sound other than
[a] or [ ة]
[s] is only used when the
preceding word ends in a
voiceless consonant sound
other than [s] or [s]

are ,[a] [نة] a]
[a:r] (before vowels) [r] (before vowels)

waS [w'z] [waz], [wz]
were [w':], [wea] [wa]

[wear] (before [wr] (before vowels)
vowels}
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Pronunclation
Word Streased (strong) Unstressed (weak)

been [biyn] [bin]
me [miy]  [ند]
you [yئا w] [y]
your ,[:' ]yد [y'ة ], [yua] [yo], [ya]
he [h yق] [i:]. Mi], Ii]
hنm [hm] [im]
she ]iy[ة ]i[ة 
her [ha':] [5], [h]. [a]

[h'r] (before vowels) [5r] (before vowels).
it [it no weak forms
we [wiy] [wi]
uS ]s[ة' [as], [s]
they ]y[ةة [Ba] especially before vowel

sounds)
them ]em[ة ]am], [bm], [am], [m[ة 
has [haz] [haz], [z], [a], [s]

([2] is only used after words
ending in a voiced sound other
than. [z] or ;[ ة] [s] is only used
after words ending in a
voiceless consonant sound
other than [s] or [s]

have [hav] [hav], [v], [v]
had [had] [had], [ad], [d]
will [w] [l], [wal], [al]
would [wud] [wad], [ad], [d]
shall ]l[ةة ]a1],  ة]51]

[5a], [ ة] (when we or be folows)
should ]ud[ة ]ad], [5d[ة 

[st] (before voiceless consonant
sounds).

can [kan] [kan] [Ln]
could [kud] [kad]
may [mEy] [me] (before vowel sounds)

[mi], [ma]
must [ma'st] [mastl, [masl, [mstl, [msl.
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Exereises

Stre٤s

1- Indicete the primay treدs in tbeae words:

Study

Empire

refomm

industry -

increase -

midnight.

lately

2- Whet part of speecb are these words:

Subject

Present

contented -

pronounce.
object believe

Tranaeribe theدe words, aarking the primary strea.

Nature

Realize

primary

realization-

pnimarily.

discourage.

4- What e عه the parts of speecb that are generally
unatressed? G veلا exmples.

5- phat types of entencesع usuaلly end with rising ه
iatonation?
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