T pials daala &l LGSR e G.\Lau
University of Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency
in English
University of Cambridge
Local Examination Syndicate
Certificate of Proficiency in English

Translation from and into Arabic

(Three hours)

Both parts of the paper must be attempted. The translation into
English and the translation from English are separate tests, and equal
maximum marks are allotted to Part I and Part 11.

Please write very clearly, in ink, and state atthe head of your
answer the name of the language (other than English) used.

Do not translate a word or phrase in more than one way in the
hope that the examiner will choose the best rendering.

Part I

Translate into English:
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Part 11
Translate the following passages:
2. (a) Over the river men were at work with spades and sieves on the

sandy foreshore, and on the river was a boat, also diligently mployed or
some mysterious end. An electric tram came rushing underneath the
window. No one was inside it, except one tourist but its platforms were
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over-flowing with local people, who preferred to stand. Children tried to
hang on behind, and the conductor, with no malice, spat in their faces to
make them let go. Then soldiers appeared — good-looking, undersized
men — wearing each a knapsack covered with mangy fur, and a greatcoat
which had been cut for some larger soldier. Beside them walked officers,
looking foolish and fierce, and before them went little boys, turning
somersaults in time with the band. The tramcar became entangled in their
ranks, and moved on painfully, like a caterpillar in a swarm of ants. One
of the little boys fell down, and some white bullocks came out of an
archway. Indeed, if it had not been for the good advice of an old man
who was selling buttons, the road might never have got clear.

(b) Over such trivialities as these many a valuable hour may slip
away so it was as well that Miss Bartlett should tap and come in, and
having commented on Lucy’s leaving the door unlocked, and on her
leaning out of the window before she was fully dressed, should urge her
to hurry, or the rest of the day would be gone. By the time Lucy was
ready her cousin had finished her breakfast, and was conversing with one
of the other guests.

E. M. Forster (adapted)

3. It was an extremely long room and already rather stifling. The
reason for this was not far to seck. Three of the walls were hung with
tapestries on either side being drawn well apart at the base and meeting at
a point above the doorway. Rainborough looked at these hangings. He
judged them to be French work of the fifteenth century. They were
profusely covered with leaves and flowers among which ran, flew,
crawled, fled, pursued, or idled an extraordinary variety of animals,
birds, and insects. No human figures were to be seen. Rainborough
noticed in a glance a hound loping amiably in pursuit of a rabbit, an
astonished encounter of a hawk and a pigeon, and a unicorn holding a
conversation with a lion. Then he shifted his eyes to the fourth wall,
where a large gilt mirror towered above a fireplace where a log fire was
burning. A white mantelshelf was covered with French paperweights and
small ivory figures. On frail tables along the walls the lamps were
burning at regular intervals, revealing in circles of light the golden pallor
of the carpet. Halfway along the room in a large round bowl of green
glass, surmounted by a coronet of lights, tropical fish swam idly to and
fro.
Iris Murdoch (adapted)
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Part I

Translate into English:
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Part 11

Translate the following passages:
2. (a) It was Saturday morning at the office and, the week-end now in
sight; all manner of things would have to stand over until Monday. Soon
all the banks, offices, showrooms and warehouses of the City of London
would be deserted the crowds of cashiers, clerks, typists and hawkers
would have vanished from its pavements, the public-houses would be
forlorn, the teashops nearly empty or closed its buses, no longer
clamouring for a few more yards of space, would come gliding through
misty blue vacancies like ships going down London River and the whole
place, populated only by caretakers and policemen, would sink slowly
into quietness. The very bank-rate forgotten, the City would be left to
drown itself in reverie, with a drift of smoke and light fog across its old
stones like the return of an army of ghosts, until — with a clatter, a clang,
a sudden raw awakening — Monday.
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(b) Papers were swept into drawers, letters stamped, blotters put
away, ledgers and petty-cash boxes locked up, typewriters covered, noses
powdered, cigarettes and pipes lit, doors banged and hasty feet clattered
down the stairs. The week was done. Out they came in their thousands,
so thick along the pavement that the underground station seemed like a
monster sucking them down into its bowels. Among the vanishing mites
was one with a large but not masterful nose, full brown eyes, a slightly
open mouth and a drooping chin. This was Turgis going home.

J. B. Priestley (adapted)

3. On the airfield were grouped the dignitaries who had been
detained to receive him officially. They were flanked by the members of
his own staff with their wives — all wearing garden-party hats and
gloves. Everyone was perspiring freely, indeed in streams. Mountolive
felt solid earth under his polished shoes and drew a sign of relief. The
ground was almost hotter than the plane but his nausea had vanished. He
stepped forward tentatively to shake hands and realized that with the
donning of his uniform everything had changed. A sudden loveliness
smote him — for he realized that now, as an Ambassador, he must for
ever renounce the friendship of ordinary human beings in exchange for
their deference. His uniform encased him like a suit of charm-armour. It
shut him off from the ordinary world of human exchanges. From now
on,” he thought, I shall be for ever soliciting a normal human reaction
from people who are bound to defer to my rank

But the momentary spasm of loneliness passed in the joys of a new
self-possession. There was nothing to do now but to exploit his charm to
the full. He was careful to present himself in half-profile o he lash-
bulbs as he made his first speech — a tissue of heart-warming platitudes
pronounced with charming diffidence in an Arabic which won murmurs
of delight and excitement from the circle of journalists.

Lawrence Durrell (adapted)
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