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The Charter recalls' the determination of the United
Nation "to promote? social progress and better standards of life

in larger freedom." This should serve as a timely> reminder to
all of us to rededicate ourselves to the task of making the
Charter of the United Nations a living hope for all humanity;

to eradicate poverty as a prime cause” of conflict; and to strive
energetically and purposefully’® towards the general welfare of
mankind as a basis for® a just and enduring peace.
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Never before in history have there been greater opportunities
to meet this challenge. Never before has man held within his
grasp' the means with which to eliminate progressively? want
and disease and to build a lasting® foundation for a world free
from privation and fear.
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The technological and scientific' achievements of the past
decades stagger the imagination and stand out as a tribute? to
man's creative genius. No doubt we are on the threshold of
even greater achievements. Yet much of the creative power of
man unfortunately continues to be applied? in large measure*to
the deplorable’ purpose of increasing his destructive potential,
thus accentuating existing® differences and conflicts.
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The dangers inherent! in the continuation of the armaments
race and nuclear tests are only too apparent. If this

Organisation is to make the principles enshrined? in the
Preamble of the Charter a living reality, there must be no
pause’ in the determined, sincere, and continuing campaign to
reduce world tensions and hostility. The people of the world
who continue to live in such a tense and surcharged*
atmosphere, replete with the ever present® threat of total
destruction, are entitled to look forward to the dawn of a new
era in which every man, woman and child in every country can
be expected to live above want and in dignity, at peace with
themselves and with the rest of mankind. ‘
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The emergence! in recent years? of scores’of territories from

colonial rule to independence and the clear prospect* that the
few remaining colonial areas will shortly take their rightful
places among the family of nations lend urgency’ to the
demand upon the international community to provide them
with material and technical assistance, if these new nations are
to achieve® the monumental tasks of making their newly-won
independence meaningful through as rapid development of
their economic and social potential as possible.
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While! much has been accomplished in the past to mobilise
resources on an international as well as? on a bilateral basis to
assist in lifting the living standards of two-thirds of the human
race living in poverty and want, it is abundantly clear that the
rate of development has fallen far short of meeting the needs
and hopes of emerging peoples, and the risk cannot be ignored
that their disappointment may well overflow to the extent of
endangering an orderly pace® of development. The present
division of the world into rich and poor countries is much
more real and much more serious and ultimately much more
explosive, than the division of the world on ideological*
grounds.
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For its part, the United Nations family of organisations 1s
eager! and technically and organisationally qualified® to
assume the responsibilities of facing this challenge. A
greater measure® of assistance however, is required of the
wealthier countries.

Will the required ‘resources be forthcoming? for a coherent?,
constructive program that can lift the developing countries to

the pace of self-sustaining® growth as partners in a dynamic’

world economy?
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The task' is one for all people of all nations, and it is sufficient
to unite the world. It will not be accomplished without
vigorous leadership and without the enthusiastic participation
of the thousands of millions of ordinary men and women in the
advanced and the low-income countries alike and together?. In
this task, the United Nations can, given the means, play a
unique and indispensable? role.
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