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The Three Musketeers'
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His steed deserves description, for upon its qualities> — or

rather peculiarities’ — hangs the tale’.
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It was a pony', about thirteen years of age, witi. o vellow coat’
and a hairless tail. Owing to its strangely coloured hide and
peculiar gait’, it excited smiles on the countenances* of all who
saw it. These smiles, however, were suppressed’ when the
passers-by saw the respectable-looking sword hanging at the
pony’s side, and the fierce® eye of the rider which gleamed
above it.
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D’Artagnan the elder, thereupon girded' his own sword round
his son, kissed him tenderly on both cheeks’, and gave him his
blessing.

“Remember, above all, you are a D’Artagnan.” were his
parting’ words. “Your honour is your treasure. Endure nothing
from any man. I’ve taught you the sword all-right!

The slightest insult ...... the smallest smirk® ...... ”
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D’Artagnan, seeing him approach, drew his sword a foot out
of the scabbard.

“This horse is decidedly, or rather has been in his youth, a
buttercup',” said the stranger, continuing” the remarks he had
begun to his companions, without seeming in any way to
notice the exasperation’ of D’Artagnan. “Itis a colour® well
known in botany’, till now very rare among horses.”
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D’Artagnan, hearing the musketeer curse', wished to escape
from under the cloak which blinded him, and tried to make his
way out of its folds. He was particularly anxious to avoid’
marring the freshness’ of the magnificent baldric*; but on
opening his eyes, he found himself with his nose fixed
between the two shoulders of Porthos, exactly upon the
baldric.
Alas, like most things in this world which have nothing in their
favour but appearance, the baldric was glittering with gold in
front, but was nothing but simple buff behind. Vainglorious as
he was, Porthos could not afford to have an entirely gold-
worked baldric, but had, at least half a one. The pretexts about
the cold and the necessity for the cloak was exposed.’
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On arriving at the Louvre, the four friends, with Captain de
Treville', went to the audience room’, where King Louis XIITI’
was seated on his throne waiting for them. They removed their
hats, and bowed®. The king rose and walked over to Captain de
Treville.

“A fine lot of brainless’ cut-throats®!”

“Yes, your Majesty.” replied de Treville.

“Obviously imbeciles’. Which is this one?” — and the king
pointed to D’ Artagnan.
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“My other terms are simple,” said Milady. “First, there is a
certain estate in the vicinity of Lille' — a barony”. It was
renounced’ by its owner some years ago. It now belongs to the
throne*. I want that estate and the title.”

“That’s easily done.” said Richelieu. “What else?”

“Second and last, I want the head of Monsieur D’ Artagnan
delivered to me, preserved in a small box.”
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