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The Government Inspector’
It is morning, about 8 o’clock. At curtain rise’, the Judge, the
Charity Commissioner?, and the School Superintendent’ are
discovered, in various attitudes of waiting®; they should’
convey® a feeling of uneasy anticipation’;
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the Judge is sprawling in a chair, and for him and Hlopov this
is clearly “the morning after”'; he’ strives to focus on his
watch but cannot manage it; Hlopov paces nervously; his dress
has been rather hastily put on; the Charity commissioner
stands by the window with a more confident air’; but even he,
like the others, glances uneasily now and then® at the door, left.
Enter the Mayor’; he is in uniform®; the Judge rises at once,

and all three pay respectful attention’.
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SS: Tell me please, Anton Antonovitch, why this has
happened. Why send an Inspector to us? Our town is so far
away. Why should they care about us?

Mayor: Why? It must be fate. Up to now, God has been good
to us, they have pried into' other towns; we never had anything
like this. Well now, it’s our turn.

Judge: I believe, Anton Antonovitch, there is some deep, far-
reaching political reason for this. I have it! Russia is going to
war, and the Ministry has sent this man to find out . . .. Yes!
To find out if there is treason anywhere!

Mayor: (uneasily) Well, they may, or they may not. That
doesn’t matter now. This Inspector may even now be undoing
us all behind our own backs.
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Mayor: (uneasily) Well, they may, or they may not. That
doesn’t matter now. This Inspector may even now be undoing'
us all behind our own backs. As to my own special
responsibilities, the police and the general good order’ of the
town, I have already taken some steps, and I advise you to do
the same. (swinging round to the CC) Especially you, Artemy
Filipovitch; this official will certainly inspect your institutions,
and you had better see they look decent’! Get some clean
nightcaps®, and bedclothes, they ones you’ve got are enough
for areport’ in themselves. And the patients might look a little
less like chimney sweeps®!
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