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To put a person through his paces: To
test his qualities in action.

Any newly graduated doctor should be put
through his paces to make sure that he is
to be trusted.

Keep pace: Advance at equal speed.
I can’t keep pace with her. She is very
intelligent.

A pack of fools: A group of worthless
persons.

They are a pack of fools making a fuss
about nothing.

To fill a page in history: 7o be
remembered in history.
Only great acts fill pages in history.

To take pains over: To work with effort.
He took pains over writing such a book.

To be at the pains of: Suffering while
doing.

She is at the pains of giving birth to her
first child.

Fool’s paradise: Foolish ideas.
He lives in a fool’s paradise. He doesn’t
know that his partener cheats him.

To draw a parallel: To compare.

You cannot draw a parallel between a
prophet and a political leader. They are
worlds apart.

Of paramount importance: Very
importance. Industrialisation of the
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country is of paramount importance for
the Egyptian.

Parole of honour: Promising to return to
prison after performing a special task.

He escaped after giving his parole of
honour.

To play a part: To act deceitfully.

Israel is merely playing the part of
wishing for peace. In fact Israel insists on
aggression for more expansion.

To play a worthy part: To behave nobly.
None has played a worthier part in history
than Omar Ben Al-Khattab.

For the most part: /n most cases.
For the most part, Muslims fast during the
month of Ramadan.

Part and parcel: /nseparable.

This is a part and parcel deal. I want to
sell the factory and the lands surrounding
it.

To take the part of: 7o join on side in a
struggle or war supporting one side
against the other side.

I think he will take the part of our
enemies.

Pass for: Be accepted.
This piece of cloth can pass for silk.

Pass over: Overlook.
Let us pass over his mistake this time.

It passes my comprehension: / cannot
understand it.

The seventh item in this report passes my
comprehension. What is meant exactly by
it?

Pass on: Make something pass to another
person.
Please, pass on some bread.
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Pass away: Die.
His father has passed away.

Come to pass: Happen.
Many changes have come to pass since the
second world war.

A passage at arms: Fighting. He won his
spurs during the last passage at arms.

Not a path on: Canrnot be compared with.
This boy is not a patch on his father.

Strikes a bad batch: Go through difficult
time.

I struck a bad patch after I had been fired
from that company.

A patchwork: An inharmonious
development.
This book is nothing but a patchwork.

Have no patience with: Be irritated.
[ have no patience with such disobedience.

To pay off: 7o pay in full.

I had to pay off all my debts before
travelling abroad.

To pay one back in his coin: 7iz for tat.

He stole my girl and I stole his, and I paid
him back in his coin.

To pay the debt of nature: 7o die.
After a long illness he had to pay the debt
of nature.

Off the peg: Readymade.
I get clothes off the peg.
Getting them tailored is a great headache.

To out a person on the peg: 7o try him
Jor an offence.

The sergeant was put on the peg for
torturing a thief.

A swing of pendulum: An alteration of
power.
There is a swing of the pendulum in the
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international politics in favour of the
USA.

Thickly peopled: Having a great
population.
Egypt is thickly peopled country.

Pepper-and-salt: Things mixed up
together.

The teacher’s hair is pepper-and-salt, more
salt, less pepper.

Hop the perch: Die.
Even the greatest men hopped the perch.

In peril of: In danger of.
She is seriously ill. She is in peril of death
at any time.

At your peril: At your risk. Take care you
are doing it at your peril. Don’t blame me
at any time.

Perjure oneself: Give a statement known
to be false. Some witnesses perjure
themselves in court.

Rob Peter to pay Paul: Barrow from one
to pay back to another.
The government robs Peter to pay Paul.

Petticoat government: Predominance of
women at homes or in politics.

There is a petticoat government in the
house of my uncle.

Enough of phrases: Enough of useless
words.

Enough of phrases. Let’s have some
action.

Phrase-monger: A person addicted to
fine sounding words

He is a phrase-monger and he keeps a

notebook full of fine sounding words.

To pick holes in others’ coats: To
criticise unnecessarily.
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Don’t pick holes in others’ coats.

To pick a quarrel: Seek a fight.
Don’t pick a quarrel with anybody.

The pick of the basket: Selected thing or
person.

This boy is the pick of the basket in our
school.

To pick a lock: To open it for theft.
He had picked many locks before he was
arrested.

All of a piece: All of the same kind.
All his friends are all of a piece.

To buy a pig in the poke: 7o buy
something without seeing it.
Take care not to buy a pig in the poke.

To bring one’s pigs to the wrong
market: Failing in a venture.

Pigs might fly: Impossible.
You can beat me at tennis, and pigs might
fly.

Pig-headed: Stupid and stubborn.
It’s no use talking to him. He is extremely
pig-headed..

A pillar of faith: Having a great faith.
My friend is a pillar of faith.

To be driven from pillar to post: From
one job to another.

He doesn’t stay long in any job. He is
driven from pillar to post.

With a pinch of salt: With some caution.
I received the news with a pinch of salt,
half believing, half disbelieving.

To know where the shoe pinches: 7o
know where the trouble is.
Only he knows where is the shoe pinches.

ol g it o o Vi Jen s o
.QP'-.:.

NUNTE RV TR R TP I | PSR RS
.l;‘:..«).!.n L_? Q’l’ﬁ)’u u.w:-‘

Y o 128 S 05 OIS 2 Jo0 88l 600 i
ke ik Of 3 800 5

LA i il J5 e 30 i

QTO})L::J(SJ:\JJ bf)i;-l:‘):nlﬁofbpu,:ts}.:.i
.e\J.':'

.gnglz)uggulGﬁ ajls b fea
Ay o G ame ST e BBL Y e ey 8

.6,3;5@;;59;_“:‘):.‘5,@\ ‘_;w

Ay Y i L o n Sy g Lo o ghasy
ATl Jos oo Jim 6] Jos ol G b

Ll =1 = RORT L T P PR P
It

éSd‘uﬂéﬂiﬁ:)AJi‘M|cﬁ u.;fg_s}a.!
agLad

145



Pay the piper and call the tune: Pay the
costs of the proceedings you wish.

To know one’s place: To know one’s
position.

Some people do not know their place in
life and act foolishly.

To play one’s cards well: 7o make good
use of opportunities.
He played his cards well and married her.

To put one’s hands on the plough: To
embark on a hard job intending to finish
it.

In order to save his company from
bankruptcy, he had to put his hand on the
plough.

An ounce of pluck is worth a ton of
luck: Courage is more superior to good
luck. Courage is the golden key to success
and an ounce of pluck is worth a ton of
luck.

To plume oneself on: 7o take pride in.
He plumed himself on his success.

To take the plunge: To take the risk.
Take the plunge to do what you want.

To set a price on one’s head: To put a
reword for capturing someone.
America has set price of millions of
dollars on the head of Ben Laden.

To pick up one’s sear: To listen
attentively.

When he was talking, all of them picked
up their ears.

More praise than pudding: Fame
without money.

A writer takes pains over his writing and
finally gets more praise than pudding.

To pull on: 7o live.
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“How are you?” “I am pulling on.”

To pull through: 7o get through.
He pulled through all difficulties and got a
new house built.

To pull up: To rebuke.
The boss pulled him up for neglecting his
duties.

To pull someone’s chestnuts out the
fire: To serve the purpose of somebody
else.

He used me to pull his chestnuts out of the
fire. I got arrested, and he got away with
the loot.

To pull about: 7o treat roughly.
Arresting the thief, he was pulled about at
the police station.

To feel one’s pulse: 7o understand one’s
feelings.

A good leader feels the pulse of the
public.
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