CHAPTER 1

ABOUT THE TOEFL
PBT - CBT - iBT
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The TOEFL family consists of the TOEFL Paper-based test
(TOEFL PBT), TOEFL Computer-based test (TOEFL CBT), and
TOEFL internet-based test (TOEFL iBT).
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TOEFL :
The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) assesses
the English proficiency of people who speak English as a non-
native language. The test was developed for international
students who plan to study at colleges and universities in the
United States and Canada. Many educational institutions outside
the USA and Canada that use English may also use TOEFL
scores. In addition, some government agencies, professional
agencies, and scholarship programs may be interested in TOEFL
scores.
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TOEFL (PBT - CBT - iBT)
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There are three sections on the TOEFL: Listening

Comprehension, Structure and Written Expression, and Reading

Comprehension. You will also have to take the Test of Written
English (TWE).
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Listening Comprehension
Time: 30-40 minutes
Format: 50 questions based on taped conversations
Topics Tested: Understanding spoken English
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This section measures ability to understand English as it is
spoken in North America. You will listen to taped conversations
and talks and answer questions that test how well you
understood what you heard. The section consists of three parts.
In part A, you will hear 30 short conversations and answer a
question about each one. In part B, you will hear 3 or 4 longer
conversations and answer a few questions about each one. In part
C, you will listen to 3 or 4 talks or lectures of about one minute
each. Then, answer several questions about each one.
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TOEFL (PBT - CBT — iBT)
Structure and Written Expression
Time: 25 minutes
Format: 40 questions
Topics Tested: Complete sentences - Identify errors
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This section measures your ability to recognize correct grammar
in standard written English. The first 15 questions are sentence
completion. You will see a sentence with a blank space. You will
need to choose which of the 4 answer choices best complete the
sentence. The next 25 questions are error identification. Each
sentence will contain four underlined words or phrases. You
must choose the one that is incorrect.
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Reading Comprehension
Time: 55 minutes
Format: 50 questions based on 5 or 6 passages
Topics Tested: Understanding what you read
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This section measures your ability to read and understand short
passages. The readings are similar in topic and style to those
North American college and university students encounter in
their courses. This section contains reading passages and
questions about the passages. You will be asked about what you
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read and the meanings of the words as they are used in the
passages.
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Test of Written English
Time: 30 minutes
Format: Write an essay based on a given topic
Topics Tested: Ability to write in English
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This section measures your ability to write a clear, coherent
essay in English on an assigned topic. The essay will be scored
based on grammar and writing style, as well as your ideas and
your ability to support those ideas with examples.
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Your Score :
The total number of correct answers you get on test is known as
your raw score. There is no penalty for wrong answers. Your raw
score 1s then converted to a scaled score. You will receive a
scaled score for each section of the test. These scores will range
from 31-68. The total score on the paper-based TOEFL will
range from 310 to 677.
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TOEFL (PBT - CBT - iBT)

Your TWE score is reported separately and is not part of your
total TOEFL score. Your essay will be reported on a scale of 1-6.
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There is no "passing” or "failing" score on the TOEFL. The test
only measures your English language proficiency. Individual
colleges and universities set their own TOEFL score standards
for admission. Scores can range from a low of 450 to a high of
630 or more. A score of 677 is considered perfect.
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How long are TOEFL scores valid?
ETS keeps TOEFL scores on file for two years, although
university admissions officers may require or prefer a recent
exam taken within the last six months to a year. After two years,
you won't be able to order official score reports for a test from
ETS.
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Test Registration
To register to take the TOEFL, you need to fill out the form in
the Information Bulletin. Copies of the bulletin are available at
many United States educational commissions, United State
Information Service (USIS) offices and libraries.
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You will be charged a fee of $110 USD to take the test. Check
the bulletin or contact ETS for more information. If you cannot
get a copy of the Information Bulletin locally, you can order a
copy online at www.toefl.org.
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www.toefl.org.
Test Cancellation and Refund Policy :
You may not change your test date or cancel your registration. A
partial refund of US$65 is available if you don’t take the test and
do not wish to register for another test. You should complete the
"TOEFL Refund Request Form" on page 36 of the bulletin and
mail it with the unused admission ticket to ETS. Your Refund
Request Form must be received at ETS within 60 days after your
canceled test date.
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DESCRIPTION OF
TOEFL PBT, CBT, and iBT
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Paper Based TOEFL (PBT)
Test takers are given a test book and a paper answer sheet to
record their responses. PBT has 3 sections and a writing part:
Listening Comprehension Structure and Written Expression
Reading Comprehension  Test of Written English
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Computer Based TOEFL (CBT)
Test takers can take it in institutions or testing centers operated.
CBT has 4 sections:
Listening Comprehension Structure and Written Expression
Reading Comprehension  Test of Written English
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Internet Based TOEFL (iBT): (Next Generation TOEFL)
The TOEFL Internet-based test (TOEFL iBT) tests all four
language skills that are important for effective communication;
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speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The test helps students
demonstrate that they have the English skills needed for success.
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TOEFL 1BT also emphasizes integrated skills and provides better
information to institutions about students' ability to communicate
in an academic setting and their readiness for academic
coursework.
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Online registration and online score reporting make it easier for
students to register for TOEFL iBT and receive their test scores.
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TOEFL (PBT — CBT - iBT)

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE TOEFL
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Q: Can I take the TOEFL more than once?

A: Yes. Previous scores will be reported, but most schools
consider only the most recent score. Many students take

TOEFL more than once.
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Q. Who accepts TOEFL scores?
A. More than 5,000 colleges, universities, and licensing
agencies in 90 countries accept TOEFL scores.
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Q: What materials may I bring to the TOEFL test hall ?

A: Bring your admission ticket or official authorization, and
your official identification document with you. Also bring
three or four medium-soft (Number 2 or HB) black lead
pencils, a good clean eraser, and a watch (but alarms are

not permitted).
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Q: What materials may I not bring ? -

A: You may not bring any paper, food, calculators,
dictionaries (or any other books), tape recorders, or
cameras.
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Q: If necessary, May I cancel my score?

A: Yes. You may cancel your score on the day of the test by
completing the score cancellation section of your TOEFL
answer sheet.
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Q: Should I guess on the TOEFL ?

A: Yes. There is no penalty on TOEFL for incorrect answers,
so do not leave any spaces blank on your answer sheet.
Of course, it is best to eliminate the answers that you are
sure are not correct, and then choose among the remaining
answers. Some educators suggest that if you have many
spaces blank when time is almost upon a section, you may
slightly improve your score by choosing one letter and
filling in all the spaces with that answer rather than
randomly choosing answers.
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Q: How should I prepare for the TOEFL ?

A:  You should complete all the exercises in this book and
other books. Also, be sure that you know the directions
for each section and know the format of the test. Be sure
to consult the TOEFL bulletin in case of changes in
format.
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Q: When is the TOEFL administered?
A: The TOEFL is administered every month in some areas.
Consult the TOEFL bulletin for the administration dates
of areas near you.
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Q: Is walk-in registration provided?
A:  No. You must register in advance.
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Q: May I change the date of the exam after I received my

confirmation ticket ?

A: Changes in test dates are not allowed. If you decide to
take the test on a day other than the one that you
originally applied for, you must submit a new application
with the total fees. You may then request a partial refund
for the original amount within sixty days of the original
test date.
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Q: Can I change the test center once my application has been

confirmed ?

A: Test center changes are no longer permitted. If you cannot
attend the test center you are scheduled for on the date of
your test, you may go to another center on that date. If
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space and test materials are available, you may be
permitted to take the test.
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Q: If I finish a section before time, can I go to another

section?

A:  No. During the time allotted for a given section, you must
work only on questions in that section. If you are found
working on another section, your score may be cancelled.
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Q: What should I do if I misplace answers on my answer

sheet?

A: To avoid this problem, you should check your answer
sheet every ten questions to be sure that if you have
skipped a question in the test booklet, you have also
skipped it on the answer sheet. If you find that you have
misplaced a number of answers, don't erase them. Simply,
raise your hand and ask for another answer sheet to finish
the test beginning in the place that you realized the
mistake. After the examination, a proctor will assist you
in correcting your answer sheet.
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About TOEFL iBT
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Why use Internet-based testing (iBT) ?

Internet-based testing makes it possible to capture and score test-
taker speech in the most efficient, standardized, and objective
manner. Internet-based testing will also make it possible to
greatly increase the number of test centers, which is good for test
takers.
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What is this new test (TOEFL iBT) like ?
The test includes four sections and takes about four hours to
complete.
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What's different about the new test ?
The TOEFL iBT has a new Speaking section, which includes
independent and integrated tasks.
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There is no longer a Structure section. Grammar is tested on
questions and tasks in each section.
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Lectures and conversations in the Listening section are longer,
but note-taking is allowed. In fact, note-taking is allowed
throughout the entire test.
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The speech in the listening material sounds more natural, and
one lecture may use a British or Australian accent. Also, there
are new questions that measure understanding of a speaker's
attitude, degree of certainty, and purpose.
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The Reading section has new questions that ask test takers to
categorize information and fill in a chart or complete a summary.
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Will it be possible to take just a specific section of the test?
No, the entire test must be taken to receive a score.
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When will TOEFL iBT be available ?
TOEFL iBT has been introduced in the United States, Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, and Puerto Rico. The second phase of
the roll-out began on March 25, 2006 when test centers in
selected cities in the Americas, Europe, the Middle East, and
North Africa will offer TOEFL iBT for the first time.
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The new iBT TOEFL tests all four language skills via internet in
test centers around the world. In the TOEFL iBT you can find
some tasks that require test takers to combine more than one
skill. Especially, a speaking section will be included. The
response will be digitally recorded and transmitted to ETS's

18



TOEFL (PBT - CBT - iBT)

Online Scoring Network where human raters evaluate them. The
score is available online in 15 business days after the actual test
date.
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What is happening to the current TOEFL tests?
The computer- and paper-based (CBT, PBT) versions of the
TOEFL test will be given at a particular location until the
Intemet-based version is implemented.
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HINTS ABOUT THE TOEFL
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1. Be familiar with the test. Al Jeaal S Laayl Jo gl
The Listening Comprehension section will be the first section
you will be required to take. It has a total of 50 questions, and all
the questions are oral and played to you from a tape recorder.
The multiple-choice answers are all typed on the test paper. You
must choose the best answer to each spoken question. The test
administrator will give you 35 minutes to complete the section,
so you will have to learn to be quick.
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2-There are three parts in the listening comprehensnon test :
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A. Dialogues (25 questions): You will hear an informal
conversation between a man and a woman. Usually each person
speaks only once. A third voice (man or woman) then asks a
question about their conversation. You must select the written
statement which answers the question.
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lal dlle 5 (Balsall Gl e \A:.\_,‘Y\yd.\u_,.:(alfl A Jay gl
LAY &y b s e il Lea ) gall Baall AlaY)
B. Extended Conversations (15 questions): You will hear
two people having a conversation. A third voice then asks four or
five questions about the mini-talk. You must select the written
statement which answers the question.
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Llay! el d.;lr_) ).\._u]\ «.x-l_ud\ ._USJ: Al 54 liy @l aay G
LAY Ay A Db e gl Lee )] danliall
C. Short Talks (10 questions): You will hear one person
talking. A second voice will then ask four or five questions about
the talk. You must select the written statement which answers
the question.
G pa pands @ indy daby padd pand cge (ALl 10) 5 al Suolal
Ay bl el ey Ll ol Jea A8l 5 M 4 e L Ly &l
OLEAYE Ay 8Dl e dhal Lae ) sl Al
3- Be prepared to infer meaning. cPtnall LY famdeea (S
Some statements or answers go beyond their direct meaning.
They require a cultural inference. You will need to know the
culture and some terms to select the correct answer. In the
example below, you must infer that if coffee cups are presented,
people are going to drink coffee, not tea, lemonade or water.
2Rl a2l g e SE (et SUlaYl S el ey
AR b Aaad ) dalas ooy L Alall LS e i ) lad A
o e 13 (Il By Aapaall AlaY) s o Jd Wolalheaa
LS Gy a3yl go ool g sl i 55 e ael 285 gl s
el 5 jle pad o Y Aala e Sl (Sl phe et Lisad
"5 o3
Example:
You will hear: Please put a coffee cup on the table.
Correct answer:  Coffee will be served.

4- Be prepared to choose answers with partial information.
Aaglal 55 o (5 giad Slla) JLEAY Sadea oS
Some answers include only part of the information that the
speaker mentions on the tape. Some of the information given in
the statement is not present in the answer.
oars d i aghaall pe e a de Jsand an dagaiall Al jLasl e
i b 1 sl La S5 Al Laglaall e et e e g giad LAY
AaY) B S5 Y sl L355S0 Sle glaall anny e LY
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Example:
You will hear:
Noha sold her uncle's house after his death.
Correct answer:
Noha’s uncle died.
5- Be prepared to make mathematical calculations.
Aagual) Laosal Cilbpleal) (yany pbilll dauaa (S
The speaker will give you the information, but the correct
answer requires some simple calculations.
i) o el Aapy Aplia Blany oLl Y zlady e plas panss 8
Aagaaal)
Example:
You will read :
The cookies are two dollars per pound. I bought three pounds.
Correct answer: I paid $6.00.
6- Remember that negatives are expressed in many ways in
English.
ok SO Lal) (G AU o ST
Negatives can be expressed in English by using sentence
structure or a conjunction or a vocabulary word or prefix.

oy Alaadl ol tleba (3 b Bany A laiy) Al 3 il e peadll (S

s dd c.l:nu — ahall
Examples:
Sentence structure : He can't drive.
Conjunction : He can't do anything, but driving.
Prefix : He is unable to drive.

7- Know the geography of the United States.
Saaidl cl gl Adl R o di
Jel b bYW gl daaiall Y ) Al jaa oo 588 el 058 oAy
o ey iy ymall Lgilatia o8 Ly ... AN S Dilayy cginll (L
cla glaall Gl a5 @i ) e saae 4l ge plasiunly 3 Sl Gl 4SS
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8- Know the seasons of the year and the months that go with
them.

AVITV g RPVICL PR L IR P i g
A 5aY) saniall SIGY S 6 ulall ) sad g 2l pead ded ga Coan o 2N
D et LRV g L gles ol i
Summer: June 21 through September 20 (warm/hot climate)
Fall: September 21 through December 20 (warm/cool climate)
Winter: December 21 through March 20 (cold climate)
Spring: March 21 through June 20 (rainy/moderate climate)
9- Know the typical university schedules in the United States.
Aoy pal) Cilaaladly Al Ll il 28] ga o G s
Each university or college decides its own schedules. However,
there are some traditional schedules. Here is one:
Aaala ISy daatiall GV I 8 Gadaill ) ol Gealad) Jgpeadll e b aS
tlgie soline Ll ae ) ga la 81 (lalall Liae! yo 2023 LIS
Fall semester: (14 weeks) September through part of December
Semester break - (4 weeks) the free period at the end of
December and beginning of January when no classes are held
Spring semester: (14 weeks) part of January through part of May
10- Remember the sequence of events referred to in minitalks.
3 paadl) Clsladll B Ll Ll AN Slaal) s 5 sk
Mini-talks often mention inventions or discoveries. Remember
the sequence of events in these talks because questions
sometimes ask for this sequence.
13 jpeall) Clislaal) (B gaand AN Shaal) i Sk
o a5 S5 L lls) g Gle) ) b sl clislad) b SE %
Alay) b Lealiad 2 i) ok
11- Guess the meaning of metaphoric idioms.
g PO LA | Haa (ad
Sometimes idioms are really metaphors. They are words that
have extended their concrete meaning. If you don't know an
idiomatic expression, make a guess based on what you already
know about the words.
5 gaS Gl e A Sl Dyl 3 jme el (585 el Gan
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Laulc.ch.lal.\u W‘@M\Mwuﬁgb}& .(ﬂgéu‘uhu
Lede Sy Al Glalll e 4 a5

Examples:
Just stick to your subject. "stick" means don't leave
Tom bugged me.  "bugged" means bothered or annoyed

Jack tried to get at the root of the problem. = Jack wanted to
understand the cause of the problem.
12- Know something about university life in the United
States :
aai)l Gl gl A Laalad) BLall e Lind alas
It is important to know common campus terms and what they
mean. These terms are often used in the listening comprehension
test.
Gl g 8 A malall slall b desdiud) clalladl Gyl of el
LY e L) pnd Bl 003 Clalhuaal o3gh gl g 5aaial
13- Know phrasal verbs and their meanings.
gt g Apadiaedl) &l juadl) alas
Phrasal verbs ("come in," "turn on," etc.) are very common on all
three parts of the listening comprehension test. Remember that
these two or three little words make one meaning. They often do
not appear together. Nouns or even clauses can separate them.
Try to memorize the most common phrasal verbs so that you will
be prepared.
Jsial Al € an Al b clgian s adaa) il
pa i cilal€ D il Wl 0685 o Sad e o ST L EDED g L)
Lo Jucai 288 (3 g puzally dliie Ledid ¥ o8 Ll Al o cdaid sl Jiaa
e Al Dt ¥ o il el S Jgla e el
Saxiie oS5 g Jladl)
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