Unit1

Language skalls

If you want to learn English and be proficient LS in
it, you have to ¢ ¢l e acquire uiSs four skillsc g -
These are —alistening g lauYl, speaking &asill, reading
and writing.

Listening Comprehension:

Listening is a very important ala skill. However, it
is not given due attention » U Jlaay) whether ¢ sw in the
case of formal language teaching el alxill or in self
instruction I3 aaladll,

Now that learners have realized 1s—S,d the
importance of listening, they should make use of the
available i materials for developing their listening
skill.

In the past listening comprehension involved
decoding the sounds i gl isa agd of the foreign sl
language. This involved (i
- The sounds < paY!

- Word stress Lgadalia g cibalSl ayais
- The intonation of the sentence & yall diuka Lalias 5 i )
Pl b

Now it is realized ¢l ;3 i that in addition ) dilayy

to the above components <l —<al of listening
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comprehension, context (3l can give the listener much
help for the purpose —s of understanding what he hears.
Reading Comprehension:

Reading is a very important language skill. It isa
skill that foreign language learners need whether (S ¢} s
they are school pupils, university students or adult AU
language learners.

Foreign language learners start by learning words,
then phrases <i L and sentences. Later they read

paragraphs < 3 Finally, they proceed on to read texts
e sail and books.Reading used to be looked upon
» JLsicls 43l as a passive lw activity i.e. learners get bits of
information <\ sledll ;= ¢l 32l just to answer questions.
However J—a i e, reading is now looked upon as an
active process ilads 4lec. There is always some sort L g
of interaction Je\ii between the reader and the text (=il he
reads.

Reading comprehension does not depend mainly
{__J on what is in the text. What the students already
know (knowledge of the world) can affect % the
information and the meanings =l they can derive

lele (ysbass from the text.

Reading skills involve a number of sub skills< jles
44 y such as:
- Extracting information < saell #) jaiul
- Skimming 4 ) Llailh jaMakiul
- Scanning 48y Gasdll — Feudl
- Guessing meaning from context Gl e (el (2035
- Understanding reference 5 Ju3Y! jilas 4 5 Le 48 s
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Writing:

Writing is a very important language skill
especially ol 4—a s, for those who take a writing
examination at the end of their courses < ja.

Writing as a skill used to be neglected Jag in the
recent past w3l ol 3 But a change of attitude i
— o2l has taken place ad s — s with regard to paisg Lagd
— writing.

Guided writing exercises concentrated Je < S )on
correctness of grammar, spelling and punctuation cildle
a8 jill. Free writing 5 ) 4,usl used to be in the form of Je
JS& writing compositions and other texts (a swal.

The change of attitude with regard to writing took
the form J<& of considering lic! it a very important skill
in any course. Writing is thought of as a tool 313 which
gives learners an outlet z 3« — 3disto reflect on their
listening, speaking and reading exercises. Writing enables
learners to do this as it gives them time to think and shape
osi< % what they want to say. It also gives them time to

revise what they write so as to be sure (ys:Sty that it is
what they really s — 488~ want to say.

Writing is of three types Ll that correspond to
a— (8l 55 the development of the learners’ proficiency 3¢S,
These types are:
- Controlled writing les aSaill 2y Al delaial) 4,08)
- Guided writing dga sl ASY
- Free writing 3 ) 4,t<l)
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Speaking : &aaill — < 3 jlga

The speaking skill and the exercises designed
i_eaad to develop it constitute (ysSi the topic ¢ saa se Of
this book. The readers are advised to read this section }3a
i, the sample exchanges Cyaall Jols e the dialogues
and do the exercises based on the units of the book so as
to develop _y skl their speaking ability.

It is generally agreed that speaking is a very
important but difficult skill. The difficulty lies (—Si
il in the absence «le of ample «ilS opportunities
a4 to practise <a—,3ill this skill. In addition to this,
|31 diLeal\ foreign language learners do not hear English
spoken outside the classroom.

Learners are advised to practise the sample
conversational English examples presented i3« in this
book with friends or colleagues +3 ) as a means 4l S for
improving their speaking skill.

Learners should persist |5 i ! shal s in their
conversational practice <3 so as to be fluent musiin the
language. Fluency in English 4 jlasy) 8 daliadll —48al

has come to be < sual very essential Taa (5 )5 ato
learners involved in & (S jidall practices <l jlaall related
t0 —— ilaid English as a means 4l s of communication
with the whole JS world.

Learners should realize ;< ,x that no one can teach
them to speak the language. They can acquire the
language 4l 5.3, by engaging & ¥\ in activities that
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aim at developing their speaking skill. Learners should
realize that they can never learn to speak the language
without speaking’ it. They should help each other and
correct each other.

Communicative Competence: JuaN| 5slis

The ability to use the language in different
situations <8 s« is termed —le (3l “communicative
competence” Jai¥! 5 jlg—s 5 3eUS . According to — G
“Longman Dictionary of  Applied Linguistics”
“Communicative Competence” includes Jod:

- Knowledge 4i . of the grammar = 58l and vocabulary
of the language.

- Knowledge of the rules el of speaking (knowing
how to begin and end ¢4 conversations, what topics
ci_e s 90 may be talked” about in different types of
speech events S <lulic and which address forms !
i llidl ivashould be used with different persons in
different situations.)

- Knowing how to use and respond to different types of
speech acts <) &iaal such as requests <L,
apologies ) ¥ieY!, thanks il and invitations 3 y=.

- Knowing how to use language appropriately. 45, )hlly
YRR
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