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“The Roman World was isielloctually sterile in this field, and added very
little to what it reccived from the Greek civilization.

One of the bright spots, in the Middlc Ages, comes from the Moham-
medanc World. It is afinc from @he pen of the Mystic, Ali Hassan,
son-in-lawuf Mohammed, who wrote :

Split, whatsoever atom, you will and in,

Its heart, you will find amm.

This would appear to indicate, that his mystical vision he bhad, glimped

preview of the modern selar systems type of atom™.(1)

John J. O'Neil : ALMIGHTY ATOM, The Rea] Story of The Atomic o
Eogneering, P. §.
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Prof.br.L.Biermann

MAX - PLANCK - INSTITUT FUR PHYSIK @ GOTTINGEN, den 15.10. 55
GOTTINGEN BOTTINGERSTRASSE ¢ o 30 ‘
Herm
Ahmad Abdel-Wshab Ali Hassan Bi/lis

‘F aculty of Engincering
6 iza-Caige
Egvpr

Lear 35ir,

Prof.Hahn has asked me to answer on his behalf your letter
dated 6.1u.; we discussed the subject however, before he left
Ggottingen for a longer journey yesterdly.

it seems that thc oredit for the discovery of the atumic
model you mentiun must be given chiefly to Nicls Bohr and the
mcst impurtant immediate extensiun of Bohr's ‘!lnoq, 1. prodbablv
that due to Sommerfeld. Certainlv Jther writers )nvo s culut-d

pay have been snid here o; therei But I think it -d be \nj\nt
to compare such speculations to Bohr's work, which gave for the
first time a sound theoretical basis for further gquantitative
work on stcmic theory. )

Very sincerely
yours

‘ 4““-0~~

(L.Biermann)



