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* «It was not by any decree of synod or council that the choice

was made, but by the constant test of daily usage...»
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* «Greek Mss., The original autographs of the New Testament
books have long since perished, and (except for a few frag-
ments, all from Upper Egypt) the same fate had overtaken all
the mss. used by Christians in the ante-Nicen period.»
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* «In the Grospels on the other hand, the characteristic varia-
tions are intentional, such as the addition or insertion of whole
passages, some of which must certainly have been supplied
from an external source.»
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«It is a vain hope to imagine that we can arrive at the original
text by constructing the Alexandrian, the old-Western, and the

old-Eastern texts, and then accepting the agreement of either
two against the other.»
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