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In a different fashion ,neocons tapped Huntington’s
grand civilizational interpretation (in its sweep recalling

Oswald spengler’s the decline of the west and Arnold

Toynbee’s a study of history, the first written shortly after
(world war 1 and the second after world war?2 ) tovalidate

their vision of an existential conflict with Islam over

basic values
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Taken together ,these developments produced a basic

reversal in the region’s prevailing view of America ,many
Muslims viewed America’s political entry into the Middle
as a liberating force contributing r East after world war
to the demise of Anglo-French colonial domination five
decades later ,a growing number of Arabs,Egyptians,and
Iranians were becoming increasingly receptive to the
argument that the region was again suffering foreign

.domination in a new guise
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The arrogance that swept the bush white house
was captured in a story in THE NEW YORK TIMES
MAGAZINE by RON SUSKIND (October 2004) in which

a senior bush aide derisively dismissed criticism from what

he called the reality - based community * said the official
“that ‘s not the way the world really works anymore ....we
are an empire now, and when we act, we create our own
reality .and while you ‘re studying that reality —judiciously
as you will-we’ll act again ,creating other new realities,
which you can study too ,and that’s how things will sort
out. We’re history’s actors ...and you all of you, will be
left to just study what we do ‘“one can imagine the day
dream that gave rise to this astonishing pronouncement:
first Iraq ,then Syria, then Iran then Saudi Arabia
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once cannot entirely dismiss the suspicion that the most

fervent advocates of democracy for the middle east know this
,but see in the promotion of democracy an expedient tool for the
eventual imposition of force ,democracy becomes a subversive
tool for destabilizing the status quo, leading to an armed
intervention that is justified retroactively by the argument that
the democratic experiment has failed and that the extremism it

produced legitimates the one —sided employment of raw power
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The three basic misconceptions described above

should make Americans think very hard about the long
—term consequence of an expanding American military
involvement in the global Balkans. What has already
occurred in Iraq and the growing dilemmas that Israel
faces as a result of its misguided reliance on similar
notions in dealing with its neighbors, provide a foretaste
of the kind difficulties that might dramatically threaten
America’s global status. The global Balkans could become
the swamp from which America is unable to extract itself
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If America’s policy in the middle east were to precipitate
a highly radicalized ,openly anti-American upheaval that
evolved into an Algerian-style protracted campaign of
asymmetrical warfare against America and America ‘s
client state in the region ,Israel. the middle eastern states
especially the oil exporters ,we would have to make their
own arrangements ,seek new havens for their investments
,and carefully solicit protection from rising powers such as
. china in order to survive in such a turbulent environment
oW s T e Bl € Sy 7 sl Lol ) 03a Ugay
7 5 la¥ ity 1 lalin] L3I opene JSS LS bl sl
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By 2006 it should have been clear even to the bush
administration that neither the united states nor Israel
,alone or together ,has the power to crush and reorder the
middle east to its complete liking .the region is too large,

its people less and less intimidated and more and more
.outraged with hatred , anger and desperation
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