
R Chapter Three

The noble character of the Cur'an

Faith or belief in God must be applied in our life and exhibited in our
character and behavior. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:

(I have been sent to implement the most noble of character)
Hakim, Baihaqi and Malik

ln other words, the prophet was emphasizing the importance of true and
noble character and how we behave with others.

ln this chapter we will explore this concept as we discuss the fo!lowing
Our' anic characteristics:

1- Taqwa or God consciousness or piety
2- Patient perseverance
3- Thanking God and acknowledging His blessings
4- Du'a or calling on God
5- Being kind, forgiving and merciful
6- Being truthful and not cheating others
7- Resolve and detemination

Religion is meant to make us better human beings and improve our
behavior. The goal of prayer, fasting and giving charity is to purity our
hearts from any ill feelings towards others, and to understand that our faith
in God means helping others and of being of service to them. To 1each out
to the poor, needy, oppressed and weak and vulnerable is an expression of
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our faith and an acknowledgement of God's blessings. Tf we do not reach
out and help our fellow human beings then we have no faith in God and our
words 'We believe" are hollow and have no meaning or substance. Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) told us:
(You will not enter paradise till you believe; and you will not believe until
you love one another) Bokhari

The Prophet (PBUH) also explained that our brothers and sisters have valid
rights over us, and that we must fulfill our obligations towards them.
Among these rights are the following:

1- To visit them when they are sick
2- To help them when they need our help
3- To greet them when we see them
4- Not to distance ourselves from them, but to stay close
5- To cover their faults, and to forgive them when they make a mistake

and have mercy
6- To say Du'a (prayer to God) on their behalf
7- To witness their funeral when they die and seek God's forgiveness

for them

Taqwa (God-consciousness or piety)

This concept implies the following:
1- That we love God and wish to please Him
2- We are at the same time fearful of His punishment and that we do

not want to do anything that may displease God
3- That we are sincere and devoted in worshipping God and that we

obey His orders
4- That we are aware that we are accountable to God, therefore we

watch our behavior

Loving God and pleasing Him

Our example is Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) who was faithful to God and
tumed to Him often. He stood in prayer all night, and when asked by his
wife : Why do you do that since God has already forgiven you? He
answered : (Should I not then be a grateful servant of God) Bokhari.
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The Our'an explains to us that loving God means striving in His cause and
getting close to Him:

 لغلكم سله، ق تخهوأ آلويلة إليه وانتشوا ألله أتفوا :امثو ألن وينأئها

±4 تفيخو
O ye who believe! do your duty to Allah, seek the means of approach unto
Him, and strive with might and main in His cause: that ye may prosper.

Al-Maeda 5: 35

Our love of God stems from our appreciation of His many blessings and that
we owe everything to Him.

Fearing God and fearing His displeasure

One day we will stand before God and answer for all our deeds. lt is this
accountability that should shape and intluence our behavior. We fear God's
punishment, yet we are hopeful ofHis mercy and forgiveness:

 بم±» جيز اكز ألغفوز أنا أن عبادى بن «ه
Tell My servants that l am indeed the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful,

A1-Hijr 15:49

 آلأييزج.» اتغذاث هز عذابي ؤذأة
And that My Penalty will be indeed the most grievous Penalty.

Al-Hijr 15:50

On the day of accountability nothing will help us except our good deeds:

 هز مؤلوة ولا ولد عن واله تجزف لا يزما واخنزا رتكم اثفوا ألكان «تأا

 زلا ألذتا ألختزة تثؤئكم قد خق أنقم وغذ إ تقا قالدا عن از
.» القزوز يالة يزلكم

O mankind! do your duty to your Lord, and fear (the coming of) a Day
when no father can avail aught for his son, nor a son avail aught for his
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father. Verily, the promise of Allah is true: let not then this present life
deceive you, nor let the Chief Deceiver deceive you about Allah.

Luqman 31 :33

 أة إن ألقة واثقوا بقير فشمت ا نف ولتهز ألة ألفوا :املوا شيعت «تأاا

44 ي تغتلون خيلايقا
O ye who believe! Fear Allah, and let every soul look to what (provision)

he has sent forth for the morrow. Yea, fear Allah: for Allah is well­
acquainted with (all) that ye do.

Al-Hashr 59:18

Sincerity, devotion and obedience to God

We are told to obey God's orders and to follow His straight way, for He
knows what is good for us; to be sincere and devoted in our worship and
service to God:

»4 ج أللين تيا أنقة أغبت أن أيزك إن فن8
Say: "Verily, l am commanded to serve Allah with sincere devotion;

Az-Zumar 39:11

 المتبين» أزن أو لأن «وأمرث
"And 1 am commanded to be the first of those who bow to Allah in lslam."

Az-Zumar 39:12

 نثه» عظم يزم عذاب تى عيث إن أخاث إني فل{
Say: "I would, if I disobeyed my Lord, indeed have fear of the Penalty oTa

Mighty Day."
Az-Zumar 39: 13

44٤ دببي أة، قيا أغب ألة «فل
Say: "t is Allah l serve, with my sincere (and exclusive) devotion:

A2-Zumar 39:14

The paths. of Allah are straight leading to paradise; other path lead to
misguidance and to Hell fire:

122



 سبله، عن يكز فتفزق الشبق تشيئوا زلا قائيئو:ً شنتقيئا صرطى قذا وأن«

 ي» تتفون لعكز به، وضنكم ذلكم
Verily, this is My Way leading straight: follow it; follow not (other) paths:

they will scatter you about from His (great) Path; thus doth He command
you, that ye may be righteous.

Al-An'am 6: 153

 بختة أتن ن أم خز ورضون أقه م تقوى عل بلجنة، أشر وأقتن
4±» الطلي القزم تجبى لا وأقة خهة تار ف به قأاز قار خزفي شفا عن

Which then is best? He that layeth his foundation on piety to Allah and His
Good Pleasure? Or he that layeth his foundation on an undemmined sand
cliff ready to cRumble to pieces? And it doth crumble to pieces with him,
into the fire of Hell. And Allah guideth not people that do wrong.

At-Tawba9:109
Obeying prophet Muhammad is clearly a way of success and proof of our
obedience to God:

 قييذ أشه ر أقة وأتقو فانتهوا غنة بغي قتا فخذوه ال;شون :اتكثم {ومما

45 العقاب
. So take what the Messenger assigns to you, and deny yourselves tla
which he withholds from you. And fear Allah; for Allah is strict in
Punishment.

Al-Hashr 59:7

Be aware of your accountability and watch your behavior

Being conscious of Ahlah means that we watch our behavior and avoid
making mistakes because we are accountable. If we do commit sin or make
mistakes, we should repent and tum to GCod seeking His forgiveness, making
a pledge not to commit that sin again, and to follow this bad deed with a
good deed to wipe it out. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us:
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(Fear Allah and be conscious of Him at all times; and follow a bad deed
with a good deed, it will cancel the bad deed; and treat others with a good
and noble character and righteous behavior)
Temmedhi & Abou Dawood

The understanding that everything that we do is being watched closely and
duly recorded will allow us to watch our behavior:

 ختل ين إليه أفزك تظن تفشا به فوتون ما وتغلط الإنن خلقتا وتقذ و

4 ج5 الوريد  «#ة>

It was We Who created man, and We know what dark suggestions his soul
makes to him: for We are nearer to him than (his) jugular vein.

0a F 50:16

 ±،» قيية القتال وعن التمعن عن الملقيان ينشى وإذ
Behold, two (guardian angels) appointed to leam (his doings) leamn (and
note them), one sitting on the right and one on the left.

OaF 50:17

»4ي غية تقيث لذته إلأ قزل من يلفظ ؤا
Not a word does he utter but there is a sentinel by him, ready (to note it).

0a F 50:18

We may be lured and tempted by material things as most people seek
immediate pleasure and self-gratification. But the Our' an wams against such
behavior and advises sacrifice, patience and Tacqwa:

 تتأتي ألله فاثثوا أتقبب كنزة أعجبك ولز وكطيب تلتي يتتوى لا فل و

 ٤»» تنبو لغلكم الأتبب
S3ay: "Not equal are things that are bad and things that are good, even

though the abundance of the bad may dazzle thee; so fear Allah, O ye that
understand; that (so) ye may prosper."

Al-Maeda 5: 100
Working closely with others and cooperating in virtue and doing good will
help us:
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 أة ر أقة وكفوا والفنون أالإنر غى تغانوا زلا ولتفزى أليز غى «ونغازنوا

 ج العقاب غيرية

Help ye one another in righteousness and piety, but help ye not one another
in sin and rancor: fear Allah: for Allah is strict in punishment.

A1-Maeda 5: 2

The Our'an descnibes the charactenistics of those who possess this quality of
Tacqwa:

» للمشقين: ملى فيه تب لا الجشب وذلك
This is the book; in it is guidance, sure, without doubt, to those who

fear Allah;
Al-Baqara 2:2

4،5- ينفثون رزقنهم ومًا الضلؤة ويقيمون ألغيب يؤمنون أيين4
Who believe in the Unseen, are steadfast in prayer, and spend ouit

of what We have provided for them;
AH-Baqara 2: 3

 ج» يوفثون لز وبالأخرة قتلك من أنزن وما إتيق أنرن ما يؤمنون والذين و
And who believe in the Revelation sent to thee, and sent before thy

time, and (in their hearts) have the assurance of the Hereafter.
A/-Baqara 2:4

»4٤ النفيخور هم وأزلتك تيز ين هذى عن «أوقتيك
They are on (true guidance), from their Lord, and it is these who will
prosper.

A/-Baqara 2:5

١n these verses the rghteous who possess this characteristic of
Taqwa are described as:

1- They believe in the unseen: God, His Angels, Paradise and
Hell

2- They establish regular prayers
3- They spend and share with others what God provides for them
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4- They believe in the Cur'an and Sunnah of Prophet
Muhammad
(PBUH)

5- They also believe in the Torah and Gospel and in previous
messengers sent by God to their people

6- They firmly believe that there is a Day of udgment ل and that
they are accountable to God

7- Because of their faith and behavior they are guided by God
and they will succeed both in this life and in the Hereafter

Other verses of the Cur'an that describe those who have Tacqwa
include:

 يائه :امن من أليز ذلكن والفزرب التفرق قل ؤخرمغخ تؤلوا أن اليز كين «ه

 الفز ذوى خت، علن ألمان ق:اى وآلكبتتن والكتب وآلنتهكة الأخر والتزم

 و:اق الكلوة وأقاء الزقا تى والشابين الشبيل وآين وألمسكن والتتن

 وجن وآلقاء البأساء في والضيرين عهذواً إذا بعهدهم وآلثوئو اللأكزة

 ±،» النشوة مخ وأرتبك مترا لنبين أوتبق أنأي
lt is not righteousness that ye turn your faces towards East or West;

but it is righteousness to believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the
Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers; to spend of your
substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, for the
needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the ransom of
slaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and practice regular charity, to fulfill
the contracts which ye have made; and to be firm and patient, in pain
(or suffering) and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic. Such
are the people of truth, the God-fearing.

A/-Baqara 2:177

ln this verse Tacqwa is expreesed both in our faith as well as in our
behavior. Those with Taqwa:

1- Believe in God as their Lord and Cherisher
2- Believe that they are accountable to God
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3- Believe in God's Angels
4- Believe in God's divine books
5- Believe in God's messengers
6- They give in charity to their relatives, the orphans, the needy,

the wayfarer, those who ask and those enslaved or are in debt
7- They establish regular prayers
8- They give the obligatory charity
9- They are faithful to their promises and covenants
10-They patiently persevere during hard times, during illness and

in battle
11-They are true to their faith
12-They are truly righteous and pious

Another verse that describes the characteristic of those who possess
this quality of Tacqwa is:

 أعذت والأزن الشتنؤث غزطها وخنة زيكم ن مغفرة إ وسارغو«

-± للمققين
Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a

Garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the
earth, prepared for the righteous.

A١-١mran 3: 133

 وأقة آلكاي عن والعافين القيظ والجبين وآلقزاء التزا، ق ينففون )أذين

»03 النخيرت لجث
Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who
restrain anger, and pardon (all) men; for Allah loves those who do
good.

AH-Imran 3: 134

 ذمن لذنوبهم قاشتنفوا ألله ذزوا أنفتهم شلثزا أ قحفة فعلوا إذا ذلن«

 ج» يغثو ومز قفلوا ما عن يجثوا ولخ أقة إلأ الئو ينبز
And those who, having done something to be ashamed of, or

wronged their own souls, eamestly bring Allah to mind, and ask for
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forgiveness for their sins; and who can forgive sins except Allah?
And are never obstinate in persisting knowingly in (the wrong) they
have done.

Al-١mran 3: 135

 فها خلد الأجبز نخيا ين تجزى وخشت كتهم ين منفرة جزاؤهم وأولتبق

±44 اتعيلين أخز ويغم
For such the reward is forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens

with rivers flowing underneath; an eternal dwelling: how excellent a
recompense for those who work (and strive)!

A/-١mran 3: 136

Additional characteristics of Taqwa in these verses include:
1- They spend and share with others, not only when times are

good, but also during difficult times
2- They control their anger and do not make rash decisions till

they have become calm and collected
3- They pass over the faults of others and forgive their mistakes
4- They repent and seek God's forgiveness when they sin or

make a mistake
5- They do not persist in their wrong behavior once they realize

their mistakes, and they are humble and not arrogant
6- Their reward is forgiveness from God, His paradise and His

good pleasure, for Allah loves those who do good

How can we achieve this characteristic of Taqwa?

1- By increasing our faith and understanding our accountability to
God

»4 تتفون لعكم فيغم ين ولنرين خلقكم أليى نكثم أعبثوا الثان يأا«
0 ye people! Adore your Guardian-Lord, Who created you and those

who came before you, that ye may have the chance to learn
righteousness;

Al-Baqara 2:21
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2- Through our rituals of worship like prayer and fasting. The
goal of the fast is to achieve Taqwa as we learn self-control
and getting closer to God:

 قتلكم من النير عل كيب كما ألضيام علتكم كيب :املوا آليين ينأ م

 ي،» تتفون تشكم
O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was
prescribed to those before you, that ye may (learn) self-restraint,

Al-Baqara 2: 183

3- By understanding that faith in God implies being honest,
truthful, patient, helping others and reaching out and being
foremost in good deeds. ln other words, it is confirming Our
faith in God through our character and behavior. As Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) told us:

(Have Taqwa (Be conscious of Allah) at all times; if you make
a mistake, follow it with a good deed, it will wipe it out; and
treat others with good morals and noble character)
Temedhi & Abou Dawood.

We learn from this Hadeeth:
As human beings we will err and make mistakes. Whatه 
is important is to learn from these mistakes and not
repeat them again.
We should do good, for our good deeds will count inه 
our favor and it will atone for our sin and mistakes

• Being conscious of Allah at all times wil guide our
behavior. Those who have Taqwa will be guided
because they remember God and are close to Him;

»± ثنصرون هم فرذا تذكروا ألشيظي ين تتبق مشهم إذا أتقزز النير «إ
Those who fear Allah, when a thought of evil from Satan assaults

them, bring Allah to remembrance, when lo! they see (aright)!
Al-Araf 7: 201
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• We interact with others and we live our life serving as
examples of good and noble character. We love other
human beings and we want to help them and reach out
to them. ln return we will be trusted and our service will
be appreciated

Patience and perseverance
Patient perseverance in lslam is an active process and involves
doing our best in obeying Allah, controlling our vain desires and
coping with our tests and trials. lt is not passive acceptance of fate or
giving up. Patience means renewing and increasing our faith in Allah,
and trying to change our fate into another fate that Allah may will for
us. lt also implies not complaining about how much difficulty we are
experiencing or saying it is not fair, but accepting our fate and
working hard to change it.

How can we acquire patience ?

1- Understanding that tests and trials are to be expected
2- Seeking help in prayer and in remembering Allah and turning

to Him for guidance and support
3- Following the example of Allah's prophets who were patient

and determined
4- Never giving up hope of Allah's mercy
5- Understanding the tremendous reward of patience and true

faith

Tests and trials are to be expected

Everyone will be tested and tried. Our job is to leam, evolve and
become better human beings because of these tests and trials. We
do not look at these tests as punishment, or as unfair. Rather, it is an
opportunity to increase our faith and demonstrate our commitment:

»4 تفتون لا ذمم :امنا تفوكزا أن يتزكوا أن أثثان وأخيب
Do men think that they will be left alone on saying, "We believe," and

that they will not be tested?
A/-Ankabut 29:2
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 الغيابين» وتتغلفن ضذفرا ألنت أنقة فليعتنق قتبهم ين أليين فكا «ولفذ
We did test those before them, and Allah will certainly know those

who are tne from those who are false.
A/-Ankabut 29: 3

And

 ج.» أخباز$ ونبلوا والضبرن منك المجهدين تعلة خى ولتتتؤكخ ؤ
And We shall try you until We test those among you who strive their
utmost and persevere in patience; and We shall try your reported
(mettle).

Muhammad 47: 31

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained the proper behavior of a true
believer. He is patient and perseveres during adversity, and he is
grateful to Allah during good times:

wonder for the affairs of the believer; all his affairs are good for)ا 
him, and this only occurs to the believer. If he is experiencing ease
and happiness, he is grateful to Allah, and this is good for him. And if
he is experiencing difficulty he is patient, and this is good for him)
Narated by Muslim.

Seeking help in prayer and turning to God for guidance and
support

When we are facing difficulty and going through hard times it is
helpful to turn to God, seek help in prayer and remember that we are
accountable for our behavior.:

 ج،( أخنهيين علل إلأ لكبيرة قها والكلوةً بالكنز وآنتييثوأ و
Nay, seek (Allah's) help with patient perseverance and prayer: it is

indeed hard, except to those who bring a lowly spirit,
A/-Baqara 2: 45

 ج،» وجثون إليه تأثهم تهم ثأنفوا أثمهم تظوة «أيين
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Who bear in mind the certainty that they are to meet their Lord, and
that they are to return to Him.

A/-Baqara 2: 46

We must understand that God controls our life and our fate. If He
willed for us to experience a certain difficulty, then we should be
patient and persevere and never give up. We should turn to Him
seeking comfort in prayer, for it will give us strength and resolve to
withstand our difficulty. During prayer we are close to God, we talk to
Him and we recite His words. Contrast this behavior with someone
who does not believe in God. When faced with difficulty, such a
person will question why he is being subjected to this adversity and
feels it is unfair. Any faith he may have had will surely evaporate at
the first sign of trouble, for such a person does not have true faith nor
is his faith grounded in proper understanding. Such a person has no
source of strength to fall back on. He easily gives up in despair. The
Our'an will console those who believe and gives them comfort and
strength as it did to prophet Muhammad (PBUH):

4 ي، ينكزوت يئا ضيق تلي ولا عتييز خزن ولا يالة إلا ضنزلا وذآضرؤتا
And do thou be patient, for thy patience is but from Allah; nor grieve
over them: and distress not thyself because of their plots.

An-Nahl 16: 127

±4 لخيور مم ألنن أكفوا أنين مع أشه وإن
For Allah is with those who restrain themselves, and those who do

good.
An-Nahl 16: 128

Following the example of God's prophets who patiently
persevered and were determined and committed

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) faced much difficulty and experienced
rejection from his own people. The Cur'an came down ordering him
to exhibit patience as did previous messengers of firm resolve:
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 ا يزون يزم &هز شز تنتنجل ذلا الزلل ين أتعزم أزلوا ضز كتا قاضيز{

»± اتقفون القز: إلا تبذ فبن تلغ اب ين شاعة إلا يتقزز كز لوقذ
Therefore patiently persevere, as did (all) Messengers of inflexible
purpose; and be in no haste about the (Unbelievers). On the Day that
they see the (Punishment) promised them, (it will be) as if they had
not taried more than an hour in a single day. (Thine but) to proclaim
the Message: but shall any be destroyed except those who
transgress?

A/-Ahqaf 46 : 35

 ولا تزناً أتنهم خؤ وأوذوا كذبوا ما عن فضبر:أ قبك ين فمثل كيبت وتقذ و

±4 اتثزتلي كإف ين جأ:ق ولفذ أشه لكبتت متذل
Rejected were the Messengers before thee: with patience and

constancy they bore their rejection and their wrongs, until Our aid did
reach them: there is none that can alter the Words (and Decrees) of
Allah. Already hast thou received some account of those
Messengers.

A/-An'am 6: 34

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained that we are tested according
to our degree of faith: the stronger our faith, the more harsh is our
test and obviously the greater is our reward:
(Prophets are tested the most, then the most righteous. A person is
tested according to his faith. If his faith is strong, his test is more
severe. lf his faith is weak, his test is less. A person may be tested so
often that he is left walking on earth with no sin at all)
Narrated by Termedhi & lbn Majja
We leamn from this saying of the prophet (PBUH):

• We should expect to be tested and tried
• Our test and trials are willed by God according to our

faith
Therefore, we should not complain that what we areه 
going through is unfair or excessive. God knows our
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limits and He does not ask us to bear more than we are
able to tolerate
The test and trial is good for us, for it wipes out our sinsه 
and increases our reward

• We should always be hopeful of God's mercy and look
at the example of God's prophets. They were tested
much more severely than we are, and they were closer
and more beloved to God. Therefore, being tested and
tried is not a form of punishment or is willed for no
reason. Rather we should trust God's will and judgment
and do our part in patiently persevering.

Never giving up hope of God's mercy

If we understand that nothing happens without the will of God, and
that God knows what we are going through, and that God is just and
wise, then our faith in God implies that we never give up hope of His
mercy and that we confirm our faith in God with patient
perseverance. The Cur'an expressed such belief on the tongue of
prophet Jacob (lsrael) when he advised his children not to despair of
Allah's soothing mercy :

 لا رئة ألي نح من تايقشوا ولا وأخيه نوشف ين قتخششواً أذقثوا نتق«

44 ث ألتكفرون القزم إلا ألله تقح من تاين
"O my sons! go ye and enquire about Joseph and his brother, and
never give up hope of Allah's soothing Mercy: truly no one despairs
of Allah's soothing Mercy, except those who have no faith."

Yusuf 12 : 87

And on the tongue of prophet Abraham :

4 لقا القأو إلا زيمة ذختة ين تقنط ذمن وقان
He said: "And who despairs of the mercy of his Lord, but such as go

astray?"
Al-Hijr 15 : 56
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We learn from these two verses:
Those who have tne faith in God never despair of Hisه 
soothing mercy

• Giving up hope or becoming despondent is not a
characteristic of those who believe. Only those who are
misguided would ever despair

The rewards and benefits of patience
1- Forgiveness of sin
2- Entering paradise
3- Receiving God's blessing, guidance and mercy
4- Allah supports those who are patient
5- The reward of those who patiently persevere is unrivalled
6- Being able to withstand our difficulties, tests and trials
7- Not despairing of God's mercy
8- Not looking for excuses

Forgiveness of sin

lf we patiently persevere despite difficulty and adversity our efforts
are noted and our struggle and faith is rewarded with forgiveness of
our sins. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
(Whatever afflicts a Muslim of tiredness, pain, anguish, sorrow, harm,
sadness, even a thom that pricks him, till his sins are remitted
because of these afflictions)
Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

Entering paradise
Those who have faith and confirm their faith in their good deeds and
exhibit patience during difficulty are promised paradise:

 ضيخا وعبل :امر كمن خير ألله تزاك زنتكم العلم أرثوا لن زفان م

4±/ الطيورت إلا تلفنها ولا
But those who had been granted (tnue) knowledge said: "Alas for you! The

reward of Allah (in the Hereafter) is best for those who believe and work
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righteousness: but this none shall attain, save those who steadfastly
persevere (in good)."

Al-Oasas 28 : 80

Those who patiently persevere will be supported by Allah and they will
receive His blessings, guidance and mercy

 وآلكترزت والأنفي الأنوال تن وتقر والجوع كخزف من بفو، ولتلزم«

»4 ي البريت ونقر
Be sure We shall test you with something of fear ard hunger, some loss in

goods or lives or the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those who
patiently persevere.

A1-Baqara2: 155

±» وجثون إليه ;إا يليه إا قالوا ثهيتة أضنتهم إذا «أأنين
Who say, when afflicted with calamity: "To Allah we belong, and to Him is
our retur"

Al-Baqara 2 : 156

4 نج الثهتذون هثم وأزتب وخنة لأنهز ين ضلؤت غتته: وأوليك
They are those on whom (descend) blessings from their Lord, and Mercy,

and they are the ones that receive guidance.
Al-Baqara 2:157

The reward of those who patiently persevere is unrivalled

 وأتن ختنة ألذنجا هذه ق أختنوا أين وككز أتفوا :امنوا أكذين يباد وثل

»4 جتار بقتر أخرهم الضير±ن يزق إثما قيغة ألله
Say: "O ye My servants who believe! fear your Lord. Good is (the reward)

for those who do good in this world. Spacious is Allah's earth! those who
patiently persevere will truly receive a reward without measure!"

Az-Zumar 39:10
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Thanking Allah for His blessings and
being Grateful To Him

We enjoy many blessings from God. Therefore, it is our duty and
obligation to thank God and be grateful to Him. Thanking God is
expressed not only in words, but by obeying His orders and by
helping God's servants who need our help. We reach out to the
needy, poor and helpless extending a helping hand because we
acknowledge God's blessings and we want to share His gifts with
others. We are humble and grateful. If we are grateful, God promised
to give us more. ln contrast, if we feel self-sufficient and behave
arroganty and transgress we deny ourselves God's guidance, help
and support.

Our obligation to thank God for His blessings

We owe everything to God: We came out of the womb knowing
nothing, but God gave us our faculties and the ability to learn:

 الشنع لكم زخغق شيكا تشفو لا أشهتكم بطون ين أخرجكم وأقة و

-»2. تفزرت تغز والأقعدة ولأبز
It is He Who brought you forth from the womhs of your mothers when ye

knew nothing; and He gave you hearing and sight and intelligence and
affection: that ye may give thanks (to Allah).

An-Nahl 16: 78

God gave us our intellect and the ability to think, reason and understand

4-٤ وآلزخن
(Allah) Most Cracious!

Ar-Rahman 55:1

 ي± أتفز:ان وعلم
It is He Who has taught the Our-an.

Ar-Rahman 55 :2
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4 الإنن، «خ
He has created man:

Ar-Rahman 55:3

44 البيان وعلقة
He has taught him speech (and lntelligence).

Ar-Rahman 55:4

Allah provides for us

44 ج تنبثون إئاة كثز إن أنله يغتت تمكروا طبا خللا ألله زفكم ما وفلوا
S0 eat of the sustenance which Allah has provided for you, lawful and

good; and be grateful for the favours of Allah, ifit is He Whom ye serve.
An-Nahl 16:114

Whatever blessing we have is from Allah

»4٤ تجتزون فرته الطز تتخم إذا ثث أشر قين تغقؤ ين يغم «وما
And ye have no good thing but is fiom Allah; and moreover, when ye are

touched by distress, unto Him ye cry with groans;
An-Nahl 16:53

Therefore, it is our obligation to thank God and ackowledge His blessings.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) taught us to say:
(O Allah whatever I find myself enjoying in the morning it is from You
alone, You have no partners; all praise and all thanks belong to You)
Narrated by Abou Dawood & Nesa'ee.

The Prophet also taught us to say in our prayer to God:
(O Allah help me to remember You and to thank You and to worship You
and to serve You in the best possible way)
Narrated by Abou Dawood, Nesa'ee & Ahmad

Allah appreciates our thanks and promised to give us more if we are
grateful

Those who are ungrateful only harm themselves for God does not like
ingatitude from His servants. God accepts and appreciates our thanks and
rewards us for our service:
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 لكم يزضة ففزوا وإن ألكز بباد تزضئ ولا عكز غي ألة قر تخثروا «إن

 إئة تغلون فز يما تنبئكم مزجنكم نز إن ثم أخزى وز ذادة ترز 'ولا

»-±- الطذور بذات علية
If ye reject (Allah), tnly Allah has no need of you; but He liketh not

ingratitude from His Servants: ifye are grateful, He is pleased with you. No
bearer of burdens can bear the burden of another. ln the End, to your Lord is
your Retum, when He will tell you the truth of all that ye did (in this life).
For He knoweth well all that is in (men's) hearts.

A2-2Zumar 39:7

 وغلاية يغا تزفتهم مئا وأنفقوا الكزة وأقاشوأ آلله كنب يتو ألذين إن

4 ج، تبوز أ خزة تزلجو
Those who rehearse the Book of Allah, establish regular Prayer, and spend

(in Chanity) out of what We have provided for them, secretly and openly,
hope for a Commerce that will never fail:

Fatir 35:29

 شكو±:» غفوة إلة فضله: ين هم ذيزيذ أخوهم «لجزفتهز
F-or He will pay them their meed, nay, He will give them (even) more out of

His Bounty; for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (service).
Fatir 35: 30

And:

»2 لفدية عذاى إن كفز: ولبى لأريدلكر تكزثز لن تكم نألآ «وإذ
And remember! your Lord caused to be declared (publicly): "If ye are
grateful, I will add more (favours) unto you; but if ye show ingratitude, truly
My punishment is terible indeed."

brahim 14:7

We should thank people and let them know that we are grateful and
that we appreciate their service

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) taught us to thank people, for those who are
ungrateful do not acknowledge Cod's blessings:
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(He, who does not thank and is ungrateful to the people, has not thanked
God and is ungrateful to Him)
Narrated by Abou Dawood, temmedhi & Ahmad

God's prophets serve as examples for us in being grateful to Allah

Prophet Abraham is praised in the Our'an as a sincere, devoted servant of
Allah, and that he was grateful to Allah for His blessings:

 لمفركدناق،» ين ي ذلت خيفا يله قابا أئمة هيتا إز «إن
Abraham was indeed a model, devoutly obedient to Allah, (and) true in
faith, and he joined not gods with Allah.

An-Nahl 16: 120

±44 منتقم صزطط إل تقذلة أجتبة لأتيهً وشاكرا
He showed his gratitude for the favours of Allah, Who chose him, and
guided him to a Straight Way.

An-Nahl 16:121

44 أكلجينة لين آلأخزة ى تإئ: ختنةً ألذنا ى «ذ:اتية
And We gave him Good in this world, and he will be, in the Hereafter, in

the ranks of the Righteous.
An-Nahl 16: 122

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was grateful to Allah. He stood up in prayer at
night praying and thanking God for His blessings and seeking His
forgiveness and guidance. When asked: O messenger of God why do you
pray so much knowing that God has already forgiven you, whatever you
have done and whatever you may do? He answered: (Should l then not be a
grateful servant of Allah!) Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

Du'a or calling on Allah

1- [t is our obligation to call on Allah: Du'a is a fomm of worship
2- Allah hears our Du'a and responds to our cries for help
3- Ethics or manners for calling on Allah
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4- Allah responds to everyone calling on Him, especially to ccrtain
types and at certain times

5- We should not give up hope or say I called on my Lord but He did
not respond to me.

Calling on Allah is a form of worship, therefore we are obligated to call
on Him and ask Him

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us that calling on AIlah is a fomm of
worship:
(Du'a is worship) Then he recited the Our'anic verse :

 خون تتذ عباذق عن بتتكبرون أ إن لز أستجب آذغون تشكم وفا+

»٤; ذاخر جهتم
And your Lord says; "Call on Me; I will answer your (Prayer): but those

who are too arogant to serve Me will surely find themselves in Hell, in
humiliation!"

Ghafir 40 : 60

Allah hears our Du'a and responds to our prayers

The Our'an reassures us that God hears our prayers and responds to it:

 ى قتجتتجيبوا ذعاين إذا أكلذاع ةغوة أجب فريث فان عق عتادى سألك وإذا ؤ

 ±،» تزشذوت لعلهم ذؤيثوأى
When My servants ask thee conceming Me, I am indeed close (to them): I

listen to the prayer of every supphiant when he calleth on Me: let them also,
with a will, listen to My call. and believe in Me: that they may walk in the
right way.

A1-Baqara 2 : 186

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us:
(God, our Lord, glory be to Him descends to the lower heaven, in the last
third of the night and says: "Is there anyone calling on Me and I will
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respond to him; is there anyone asking Me, and I will give him; is there
anyone seeking My forgiveness and I will forgive him)
Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

We leamn from this Hadeeth:
• God hears our Du'a
• Heis ready and willing to respond to us
• He gives us what we ask for, and He forgives our sins
• We should tum to Him and call on Him especially before

Dawn when everything is quiet and we are sincere, humble
and devoted

The ethics or manner of Du'a

• We call on Allah with humility and devotion
Wecall on Allah secretlyه 

• We cلa l on Allah with conviction knowing that He will
answer our call in the way that He feels most beneficial for
uS

Wedo not give up ifwe do not get what we wish forه 

Calling on God with humility and devotion

» المعتد جث إئه وخفية كقزا تكم وتذشوا
Call on your Lord with humility and in private: for Allah loveth not those

who trespass beyond bounds.
Al-Araf7:55

 قريع ألله زخخت إن وطمتاً خزًا وآذغوة إضلجها بغد آلأزض ف_ ثقيذوا ولا م

 آلمخيسية} م
Do no mischief on the earth, after it hath been set in order, but call on Him

with fear and longing (in your hearts): for the Mercy of Allah is (always)
near to those who do good.

Al-Araf7:56
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4 العلمية ز يله تخنث أالذ له تخبصين فاذغوة هز إلا إكلة لا الرث ومز

He is the Living (One): there is no god but He: call upon Him, giving
Him sincere devotion. Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds!

GHafir 40: 65

Call on God in your heart secretly

 وآلأضا بألكذز القزل من الجهر ولأون وخيفة تضزا نفيد ف وأذرئئلك و

»± الغفلين ين تن ولا
And do thou (O reader!) bring thy Lord to remembrance in thy (very) soul.

with humility and in reverence, without loudness in words, in the moningS
and evenings; and be not thou ofthose who are unheedful.

A1-Araf 7 : 205

Call on God convinced that He will answer your prayer

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us:
(Call on Allah convinced that He will respond to you; and know that Allah
does not respond to a heart that is unaware and preoccupied with other
things)
Narrated by Temedhi & Hakim

Do not give up or be in haste

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us:
(Every Muslim calling on Allah his Du'a will be answered, either Allal will
give him what he asked for, or remove some evil from him, unless he calls
for something sinful. or distances himself from his relatives, or is hasty and
says: "I called on my Lord. but He did not answer me'')
Narrated by Temedhi, lbn Majja & Tabarani

Allah responds to all Du'a, especially the following persons

1- Those fasting till they break their fast
2- Those wronged for their Du'a is lifted up and the gates of heaven are

opened to it
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3- Ajust ruler
4- The Du'a of the parent on behalfhis children
5- TheDu'a of A Muslim on behalf another person in his absence
6- Du'a on the day of Friday, during Ramadan and waiting for prayer
7- Du'a when in prostration phase during prayer
8- Du'a before Dawn prayer in the last third of the night

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
(Three people their Du'a to Allah is not turned down: A just ruler; and the
fasting person till he breaks his fast, and the Du'a of the person wronged:
for Allah lifts his prayer above the clouds and the gates of heaven are
opened and the Lord says: ""With My might I will come to your rescue, if
not now, then after a while')
Narrated byTemmedhi, Ibn Majja & Tabarani

The Prophet (PBUH) also said:
(Three prayers are answered, no doubt about that: The prayer of the parent;
and the prayer of the person traveling; and the prayer of the person who was
wronged)
Narrated by Abou Dawood

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
(The prayer of a Muslim on behalf his brother, in his absence, will be
answered: there is an Angel appointed at his head, every time he asks Allah
somnething good on behalf his brother, the Angel says:" Amen and you too
get the same reward")
Narrated by Muslim

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
(The closest a servant is to his Lord is when he is prostrating, therefore

Increase your Du'a at that time)
Narrated by Muslim

Turning to God in repentance seeking His forgiveness and mercy

When we turn to God seeking His torgiveness and mercy we are stressing
our utter dependence on Him and admitting our weakness and shortcomings.
Repentance means tuming to God renewing a pledge to serve Him and live
our life as He has commanded and seeking help and guidance. Prophet

144



Muhammad (PBUH) said: (By Allah, I tum to Him in repentance and seek
His forgiveness every day seventy times) Narrated by Bokhari.

• We should not despair of God's mercy for He forgives all
sins, but we must correct our wrong behavior and follow His
orders
The way to atone for our sins is to do good to wipe or cancelه 
our bad deeds
Weare rewarded for seeking God's forgivenessه 

• Weshould follow the example of God's prophets
• We should seek forgiveness, not only for ourselves, but also

for our parents and believing men and women

Turn to Allah seeking His forgiveness

 تنهز ألة إن ألي كمخة ين تفتكوا لا أنفيهم عن أتزفوأ أأين يبادى فن ه٦

 اأكزجيم±،» أتقفون هز إئة جبياً أللأثوب
Say: "O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls!

despair not of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all sins: for He is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

Az-2umar 39 : 53

4 =، تضوت لا ثم اتغذاث يأبكم أن قبل من له وأنبئوا زيكم إن وأبيئوا«
"Turn ye to your Lord (in repentance) and bow to His (Will), before

the Penalty comes on you: after that ye shall not be helped.
Az-Zumar 39: 54

 بغنة اتعذاث يأبكم أن قبل من تنكم ين إلكم أنرن ما أختن وآكبغؤا ؤ
4 ر٩ إ -جدم ر؟و,<  مج» تشعرون لا وانتم

"And follow the Best of (the courses) revealed to you from your Lord,
before the Penalty comes on you -of a sudden while ye perceive not!
- Az-Zumar 39 : 55

And:
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»4٤ جيما غفوا ألله يجد آلة يتنتنفر ثث نفته. يظلم أز شؤا تغتن ومن{
lf anyone does evil or wrongs his own soul but aftenwards seeks

Allah's forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
An-Nesa'a 4:110

Do good for it will atone for your sins and bad deeds
We must confirm our repentance by doing good. In other words there
are steps in atoning for our sins:

1- Understanding that we have done wrong and feeling ashamed
of our wrong behavior

2- Turning to God seeking His forgiveness and making a pledge
not to repeat that mistake again

3- Doing good to wipe out our bad deeds
4- Be ready and willing to receive guidance from God and follow

His straight way

»±4 امقتى ثم طلخا وغيل و:امن تاب لمن تقفا قإى«
"But, without doubt, am ا (also) He that forgives again and again, to

those who repent, believe, and do right, who, in fine, are ready to
receive true guidance."

Ta Ha 20:82

 ستاتهم ألله يبتل قأزلتب ضلخا عملا وعمل و:امر تاب من إلآ ؤ

 ج،» تجمما غفوا ألله و& ختستنتر
nless he repents, believes and works righteous deeds, for Allah will

change the evil of such persons into good, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful,

AH-Furqan 25: 70

We are rewarded for seeking God's forgiveness

The Our'an teaches us on the tongue of Prophet Hud to seek God's
forgiveness, for He then will shower us with rain and sustenance and
give us more:
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 تيزرذكم تذراً غليكم الشماء يزل إليه ترثوا ثم زيكم استغفروا ققؤم«

4٤ لتربعت تتوأزا ولا فؤيكم إن فؤة
"And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to Him (in
repentance): He will send you the skies pouring abundant rain, and
add strength: to your strength: so turn ye not back in sin!"

Hud 11:52
The same concept is stressed by prophet Nuh

±4- غفاا ف إئة زيكم أشتنهزوا «تفث
"Saying, 'Ask forgiveness from your Lord; for He is Oft-Forgiving;

Nuh 71:10

:»٤ يذراا علير الشتا: «لزسل
"He will send rain to you in abundance;

NUh 7٩:٩1

.» أبجرا لغز جشحروقل لز وجل ذنبن يأمور «لندد
"Give you increase in wealth and sons; and bestow on you gardens

and bestow on you rivers (of flowing water).
NUh 71:12

Follow the example of God's prophets who turned to Him
seeking His forgiveness

The Cur'an orders prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to seek God's
forgiveness for himself, as well as on behalf the believing men and
Women:

 تغلم وأقة ذالمؤيت زلنثؤميين لذئبد وأتتنهز أقة إلا إلة لا أله فتلز و

 ج،» زمتؤنز مقفلكم
Know, therefore, that there is no god but Allah, and ask forgiveness

for the fault, and for the men and women who believe: for Allah
knows how ye move about and how ye dwell in your homes.

Muhammad 47:19
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We should seek God's forgiveness on behalf our parents and
other believing men and women

Prophet Abraham's Du'a to Allah in the Cur'an:

»4٤ ذعاء وتقتن نئنا ذزئى ذين الكلوة مقية أختلى وزب
"O my Lord! make me one who establishes regular Prayer, and also

(raise such) among my offspring O our Lord! And accept Thou my
Prayer.

lbrahim 14: 40

44 ج الجتاث يوم يزم وللمؤمنين ولولى لى آغفز {زكتا
"O our Lord! cover (us) with Thy Forgiveness, me, my parents, and

(all) Believers, on the Day that the Reckoning will be established!"
lbrahim 14:41

And on the tongue of prophet Nuh

 تزد ولا تالمؤيتب وللمؤيين ثؤيا تبز ذخل ولمن ولولد لى آغفز وك

?±.» تتباا إلأ ألظين
"O my Lord! Forgive me, my parents, all who enter my house in
Faith, and (all) believing men and believing women: and to the
wrong-doers grant Thou no increase but in Perdition!"

Nuh 71:28

Seeking forgiveness in the last third of the night

During this time we are alone, humble and devoted to Allah. We
forgo sleep in order to remember God, turn to Him and seek His
forgiveness. Our prayer and Du'a to Allah is well received. The
Our'an praises those who pray at night and seek God's forgiveness
at Sahar time (Just before dawn):

4 ،٤ خثتروغونرث ق المققين وإن
As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens and
Springs,

Adh-Dhareyat 51 : 15
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 ج» تحيين ذلك قبل توا6 إهخ تجز :اننهم ماً واجذين
Taking joy in the things which their Lord gives them, because, before

then, they lived a good life.
Adh-Dhareyat 51 : 16

±4 تجثون ما أكيل من قبيلا وقوا
They were in the habit of sleeping but little by night,

Adh-Dhareyat 51:17

 ج-ة يشتنفرون هز ويألأخار تو

And in the hours of eary dawn, they (were found) praying for
Forgiveness;

Adh-Dhareyat 51 : 18

Never giving up hope of Allah's mercy

A believer has faith in God. He knows that God is merciful, therefore
he never gives up hope of God's mercy. The Cur'an emphasizes this
quality of mercy of God to induce us to be merciful as well and to
forgive others.

Allah's mercy encompasses everyone, but His special mercy
involves those who believe and do good

Allah is merciful. He accepts our repentance and forgives our sins:

 هز آلله وأن القذقب زيأغذ عناد، عن ألكزنة يقن مز أة أ يغثوا ألتز ذ

4=: جيز الز القواث ٩ ة سه ر

Know they not that Allah doth accept repentance from His votanies and
receives their gifs of charity, and that Allah is verily He, the Oft-Retuming,،
Most Mercifl?

At-Tawba 9: 104

2٩ تفغلو ما ونغلة التجات عن ويغفواً عباد، عن القوبة يقبن الذى زهو+
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He is the One that accepts repentance from His Servants and forgives sins:
and He knows all that ye do.

Ash-Shura 42: 25

As long as werepent and tumn to God, He promised to forgive our sins:

 تفيه عن ويكم فتب علكي سلم قفن يتاتيا ؤيثون ألني خاء،ق «وإذا

 غفوة قأئة، وأضلع تغد، من ناب ثم جهلة شوةا ينكم عيل من أته الحتة

»٤ زجيا
When those come to thee who believe in Our Signs, say: "Peace be on you;
your Lord hath inscribed for Himself (the rule of) Mercy: verily, if any of
you did evil in ignorance, and thereafter repented, and amended (his
conduct), lo! He is 0ft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."

Al-An'am 6: 54

Allah's special mercy involves those who have faith and do good:

 هم ولذين اللأكزة ذؤثو يخفون يلنين تتأتا تن" زيتن ووزختتي
»4 لإ= يؤيثون بقاينتنا ن د

 ية3 ء هه م

but My Mercy extendeth to all things. That (Mercy) I shall ordain for those
who do right, and practice regular charity, and those who believe in Our
Signs.

Al-Araf7:156

Being truthful and not cheating others

What does truthfulness mean?

To be true to our word and to be true in our behavior is a characteristic of
those who believe. Words alone are not enough, we must show in our
actions that we truly believe in God and that we obey His orders, and that
we strive in His cause:
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 بأمولهم قخهذوا تيزتاوأ لم ثم ذزشوله، بالله :املوا الذين الثؤيثو %إئنا

45 الضسدفو مخ أولتبق أشه سبيل ق وأنفيهم
Only those are Believers who have believed in Allah and His Messenger,
and have never since doubted, but have striven with their belongings and
their persons in the Cause of Allah: such are the sincere ones.

Al-Hujerat 49:15

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us about the characteristics ot those who
are not truthful in order that we may know hypocrisy:
(The signs of a hypocrite are three: When he talks, he lies; and when he
promises, he is not faithful to his promises; and when he is entrusted, he
betrays the trust) Narated by Bokhari & Muslim

This haddeth therefore tells us that to be truthful and not be considered! a
hypocrite, we must:

Tell the truth and not lie when we talkه 
• Be true and faithful to our promises
• Be tnue and loyal to our trustS

Truthfulness in our dealings with others

Buying, selling and financial transactions reveal the true nature of people:
Are they honest, truthful and fear God? Or are they looking for a quick gain
and have no problem in lying or cheating others. Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) explained this concept when he said:
(The buyer and seller have a free choice to make until they agree and
separate. If they were truthful and honest in what they concluded and did not
hide anything, then their commerce will be blessed by Allah for both of
them. But if they lied and hid something in their agreement, then they will
loose any blessing in their transaction)
Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

We leam from the prophet's saying:
• We should disclose all relevant infomation so that the buyer

or seller may make his decision based on what is true and
accurate, in the same way we wish to be infonned
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• [f we are honest and truthful we gain Allah's pleasure and
our affair will be blessed and become successful

• On the other hand, if welied or cheated others we only
deprive ourselves of Ahlah's blessings, and any temporary
gain will be lost

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also stressed that as Muslims we should not
hide a defect in the merchandise we are selling, nor cheat otlers:
(t is not allowed for a Muslim selling something that has a defect in it to
hide it, but to inform others about that defect)
Narrated by Bokhari

Those who lie and cheat others will be punished severely. Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) related the story of three people who will be punished
severely on the Day of Judgment, and Allah will not look at them:

1- A person who deprives others of water
2- A person who gave his pledge but was only motivated by material

gain and when tested broke his promise
3- And a person who lied and cheated to sell his merchandise

Then the Prophet (PBUH) recited the Our'anic verse:

 ولا آلأزة فى لبة خلق لا أزلب قية تتكا وأنتهم ألله يعهد يقزون ألين وإن

 أبيثي عذا ولهز يزكييز زلا القمة تزم ينظزإلهم زلا ألة يكلنهم
As for those who sell the faith they owe to Allah and their own plighted
word for a small price, they shall have no portion in the Hereafter: nor will
Allah (deign to) speak to them or look at them on the Day of Judgment, nor
will He cleanse them (ofsin): they shall have a grievous Penalty.

Al-Lmran 3:77

The rewards of being truthful and honest

1- Truthfulness leads to paradise

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us:
(lndeed truthfulness guides and leads to righteousness, and righteousness
guides to paradise. A man keeps on telling the truth until he is known as a
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tnuthful person. Lying indeed leads to wickedness, and wickedness leads to
Hell Fire. A person keeps on lyng till he is considered a liar)
Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

2- Being truthful remits our sins and increases our reward

±-» المفو مم أوليك بما وضئق بالضني خا: وآلى«
And he who brings the Truth and he who confmms (and supports) it, such

are the men who do right.
Az-Zumar 39:33

45 المخيبين جزا: ذلك تهز عنذ نقا:ور ما «هم
They shall have all that they wish for, in the presence of their Lord: such is
the reward of those who do good:

Az-Zumar 39: 34

 .±،» يغقون كاتوأ آلى بأختي أخزهم وجزهة غيلوا أليى أشؤأ غتجخ اة وليكفر
So that Allah will tum off from them (even) the worst in their deeds and

give them their reward according to the best of what they have done.
Az-Zumar 39:35

3- Being truthful gets us out of' trouble
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) related to us the story of the three men who
went into a cave seeking shelter from the rain, but the cave closed on them.
They said to each other; 'Nothing will save us except the truth. Let
everyone relate an incident in which he was truthful" The first person was
honest in his dealings. The second person was honest in taking good care of
his parents. The third person feared Allah and did not seduce his cousin
though he had the chance. Because of their honesty and truthfulness they
were saved. Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim.

We leam:
Nothing will save us except the truthه 
We need to be honest in our dealings with othersه 
We need to honor our commitment and take good care ofourه 
parents

• We need to safeguard our chastity and not take advantage of
others when they are weak and vulnerable
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Resolve and commitment
As human beings we differ in our resolve and commitment. Some do not
have the desire or the will to make a strong commitment and are willing to
be followers or sit on the sidelines. Others are willing to put in the effort and
make a strong commitment and are leaders. Such desire and high ambition,
strong will and resolve comes from strong faith in God and from following
the example of prophet Muhammad (PBUH). It is the realization that what
truly counts is our deeds and what effect we have on our families and our
community that drives our actions and renews our commitment.

Those who understand the value of knowledge and are grateful to God
for His blessings are willing to learn and to stand up in prayer at night:

 قن فن زيد زخة ويزلجوا قذزالأخزة وفايما ماجدا أليل :انا: قي هز وأئن

 الألببج» أولوا يتنز إئنا يغللون لا تأبين يعقون ألنن يتنوى
ls one who worships devoutly during the hours of the night prostrating
himself or standing (in adoration), who takes heed of the Hereafter, and who
places his hope in the Mercy of his Lord, (like one who does not)? Say:
"Are those equal, those who know and those who do not know? It is those
who are endued with understanding that receive admonition.

Az-Zumar 39:9

Such resolve and commitment is also evident in our attempts to control
our vain desires and fear our accountability

44 ج طي من «قأئا
Then, for such as had transgressed all bounds,

An-Nazea't 79:37
» تيا الذ التيزة «و:از إ<ء د س مداب دم  مرن. هن م»

And had preferred the life ofthis world,
An-Naze' at 79 :38

»±4 التأذى هى أججم {فإن
the Abode will be Hell-Fire;

An-Naze'at79 : 39
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4 -ج، آلهؤى عي الثفن ونهى زيه مقام خاف من «وأما
And for such as had entertained the fear of standing before their Lord's

(tribunal) and had restrained (their) soul from lower Desires,
An-Naze'at 79 : 40

 ±،» المأوى مى الخنة «فإن
Their Abode will be the Carden.

An-Naze'at 79:41

Those inviting to Allah will face criticism, rejection and abuse and their
message will be distorted. They must patiently persevere and have
strong resolve

Muslims in Amenica can relate to this as the message of lslam is distorted
in the news media and Muslims are portrayed as backward people who are
hateful and bent on violence and destruction. To corect this wrong image
and to change the minds of people afer it was poisoned is not easy and
requires constant vigil and hard work. The Our'an explains:

 من الكتب أرثوا الذين من ولتنتر وأنفيكم أمولكم ف لثتلؤ«»

 عزم من ذبلت قرن وتثقوا تضبرا وإن كبيراً أذف أشزؤا الذر من تبكم
sةء .aم. ألأشور# 

Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your
personal selves; and ye shall certainly hear much that will grieve you, from
those who received the Book before you and from those who worship many
gods. But if ye persevere patiently, and guard against evil, then that will be a
detemining factor in all affairs.

Al-Lmran 3:186

Reaching out and helping others and Hastening in all good deeds
requires strong faith and determination

±4 م شقففون تهم خشية ين هم أيين {إنن
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Verily those who live in awe for fear of their Lord;
Al-Mumenoun 23:57

44 نج يؤينون تهم يقايت هم وآليين ف« إج٨ ي و عربي ه اعي
Those who believe in the Signs of their Lord;

Al-Mumenoun 23 : 58

 يفركور» لا مدبر: «والين
Those who join not (in worship) partners with their Lord;

Al-Mumenoun 23:59

44 جثون تهم إلى أتهز تجلة وثوهة :اتوا ما يؤكون {وألبن
And those who dispense their charity with their hearts full of fear, because

they will retum to their Lord;
Al-Mumenoun 23 :60

 يه» سيفون لقا زهم تحزب في يمرغون وأولتك
lt is these who hasten in every good work, and these who are foremost in

them.
Al-Mumenoun 23 :61

Strength and resolve is the ability to control and restrain our anger

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) asked his companions: Who do you consider
strong? Then he explained: (A strong person, is not he who is physically
strong, but is the person who is able to control and restrain his anger)
Narrated by Ahmad, Bokhari & Muslim
The Our'an praises those nighteous servants of Allah who are able to control
their anger:

 ولثة آثاس" عن والغافين القيظ وآلكضبين وآلقكء التزا، ق تنفقون والرين

43 التخييرت لجث
Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who
restrain anger, and pardon (all) men; for Allah loves those who do good.

Al-lmran 3: 134
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 به =، يغفرون هم غضبواً ما قإذا جن والفو الإثم كبتر جتيبون واليين#
Those who avoid the greater crimes and shameful deeds, and, when they
are angry even then forgive;

Ash-Shura 42:37

Strong will also means that we are not in a hurry to see results
It is the nature of man to be hasty. he wants to see the fruits of his labor. But
that may not be God's plan. We must be patient and understand that what is
important is that we start and build. Others may come after us, build more
and complete what we started. All good work takes time, and we may nOt
see results in our life time. The Our'an explains:

±» تتنغجلو، فلا :ايتى سأوريكم عجل من الإنن خلق ي
Man is a creature of haste: soon (enough) will I show you My Signs; then

ye will not ask Me to hasten them!
Al-Anbia'a21:37

 اليب غيم إلآ نتزذوت والمؤيثوة زتشوة. غلز أة قنتتى أفتلوا وفل ة
»2 تغفلون كنز يما فيتبثر وألثجتة

And say: "Work (righteousness): soon will Allah observe your work.. and
His Messenger, and the Believes: soon will ye be brought back to the
Knower of what is hidden and what is open: then will He showv yot the tnuth
of all that ye did."

At-Tawba 9:105
± 2
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