. Chapter Three

The noble character of the Qur’an

Faith or belief in God must be applied in our life and exhibited in our
character and behavior. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:

(1 have been sent to implement the most noble of character)
Hakim, Baihaqi and Malik

In other words, the prophet was emphasizing the importance of true and
noble character and how we behave with others.

In this chapter we will explore this concept as we discuss the following
Qur’anic charactenstics:

1- Taqwa or God consciousness or piety

2- Patient perseverance

3- Thanking God and acknowledging His blessings

4- Du’a or calling on God

5- Being kind, forgiving and merciful

6- Being truthful and not cheating others

7- Resolve and determination

Religion i1s meant to make us better human beings and improve our
behavior. The goal of prayer, fasting and giving charity is to purity our
hearts from any ill feelings towards others, and to understand that our faith
in God means helping others and of being of service to them. To reach out
to the poor, needy, oppressed and weak and vulnerable is an expression of
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our faith and an acknowledgement of God’s blessings. If we do not reach
out and help our fellow human beings then we have no faith in God and our
words “We believe* are hollow and have no meaning or substance. Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) told us:

(You will not enter paradise till you believe; and you will not believe until
you love one another) Bokhari

The Prophet (PBUH) also explained that our brothers and sisters have valid
rights over us, and that we must fulfill our obligations towards them.
Among these rights are the following:

1- To visit them when they are sick

2- To help them when they need our help

3- To greet them when we see them

4- Not to distance ourselves from them, but to stay close

5- To cover their faults, and to forgive them when they make a mistake
and have mercy

6- To say Du’a (prayer to God) on their behalf

7- To witness their funeral when they die and seek God’s forgiveness
for them

Taqwa (God-consciousness or piety)

This concept implies the following:

1- That we love God and wish to please Him

2- We are at the same time fearful of His punishment and that we do
not want to do anything that may displease God

3- That we are sincere and devoted in worshipping God and that we
obey His orders

4- That we are aware that we are accountable to God, therefore we
watch our behavior

Loving God and pleasing Him
Our example i1s Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) who was faithful to God and
turned to Him often. He stood in prayer all night, and when asked by his

wife : Why do you do that since God has already forgiven you? He
answered : (Should I not then be a grateful servant of God) Bokhari.
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The Qur’an explains to us that loving God means striving in His cause and
getting close to Him:
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O ye who believe! do your duty to Allah, seek the means of approach unto

Him, and strive with might and main in His cause: that ye may prosper.
Al-Maeda 5 : 35

Our love of God stems from our appreciation of His many blessings and that
we owe everything to Him.
Fearing God and fearing His displeasure

One day we will stand before God and answer for all our deeds. It is this
accountability that should shape and influence our behavior. We fear God’s
punishment, yet we are hopeful of His mercy and forgiveness:
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Tell My servants that I am indeed the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful,
Al-Hyr 15 : 49
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And that My Penalty will be indeed the most grievous Penalty.
Al-Hijr 15 : 50

On the day of accountability nothing will help us except our good deeds:
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O mankind! do your duty to your Lord, and fear (the coming of) a Day
when no father can avail aught for his son, nor a son avail aught for his
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father. Verily, the promise of Allah is true: let not then this present life
deceive you, nor let the Chief Deceiver deceive you about Allah.
Lugman 31 133
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O ye who believe! Fear Allah, and let every soul look to what (provision)
he has sent forth for the morrow. Yea, fear Allah: for Allah is well-
acquainted with (all) that ye do.

Al-Hashr 59 : 18

Sincerity, devotion and obedience to God

We are told to obey God’s orders and to follow His straight way, for He
knows what is good for us; to be sincere and devoted in our worship and
service to God:
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Say: "Verily, I am commanded to serve Allah with sincere devotion;
Az-Zumar 39 : 11
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"And I am commanded to be the first of those who bow to Allah in Islam."
Az-Zumar 39 : 12
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Say: "I would, if I disobeyed my Lord, indeed have fear of the Penalty of a

Mighty Day."
Az-Zumar 39 : 13
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Say: "It is Allah I serve, with my sincere (and exclusive) devotion:
Az-Zumar 39 : 14

The paths of Allah are straight leading to paradise; other path lead to
misguidance and to Hell fire:

122



3

(_,QL._.,,“J;& a J...—J\lwﬁ) °)—'-jL;LA-RM-ﬁg5LJ\O‘-\—AQb>’
\30 : @J(-b ‘/, /\3

Verily, this is My Way leading straight: follow it; follow not (other) paths:
they will scatter you about from His (great) Path; thus doth He command
you, that ye may be righteous.

Al-An’am 6 : 153
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Which then is best? He that layeth his foundation on piety to Allah and His
Good Pleasure? Or he that layeth his foundation on an undermined sand
cliff ready to crumble to pieces? And it doth crumble to pieces with him,

into the fire of Hell. And Allah guideth not people that do wrong.
At-Tawba 9 : 109

Obeying prophet Muhammad is clearly a way of success and proof of our
obedience to God:
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. So take what the Messenger assigns to you, and deny yourselves that
which he withholds from you. And fear Allah; for Allah is strict in

Punishment.
Al-Hashr 59 : 7

Be aware of your accountability and watch your behavior

Being conscious of Allah means that we watch our behavior and avoid
making mistakes because we are accountable. If we do commit sin or make
mistakes, we should repent and turn to God seeking His forgiveness, making
a pledge not to commit that sin again, and to follow this bad deed with a
good deed to wipe it out. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us:
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(Fear Allah and be conscious of Him at all times; and follow a bad deed
with a good deed, it will cancel the bad deed; and treat others with a good
and noble character and righteous behavior)

Termedhi & Abou Dawood

The understanding that everything that we do is being watched closely and
duly recorded will allow us to watch our behavior:
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It was We Who created man, and We know what dark suggestions his soul

makes to him: for We are nearer to him than (his) jugular vein.
QaF50:16
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Behold, two (guardian angels) appointed to learn (his doings) learn (and

note them), one sitting on the right and one on the left.
QaF50:17
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Not a word does he utter but there is a sentinel by him, ready (to note it).
QaF50:18

We may be lured and tempted by material things as most people seek
immediate pleasure and self-gratification. But the Qur’an wams against such
behavior and advises sacrifice, patience and Tacqwa'
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Say: "Not equal are things that are bad and things that are good, even
though the abundance of the bad may dazzle thee; so fear Allah, O ye that
understand; that (so) ye may prosper."”

Al-Maeda 5 : 100
Working closely with others and cooperating in virtue and doing good will
help us:
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Help ye one another in righteousness and piety, but help ye not one another
in sin and rancor: fear Allah: for Allah is strict in punishment.
Al-Maeda 5 : 2

The Qur’an describes the characteristics of those who possess this quality of
Tacqwa:
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This is the book; in it is guidance, sure, without doubt, to those who
fear Allah;
AI-Baqara 2: 2
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Who believe in the Unseen, are steadfast in prayer, and spend out
of what We have provided for them;
Al-Bagara 2 : 3
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And who believe in the Revelation sent to thee, and sent before thy
time, and (in their hearts) have the assurance of the Hereafter.
Al-Bagara 2 : 4
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They are on (true guudance), from their Lord, and it is these who will
prosper.
Al-Bagara 2 : 5

In these verses the righteous who possess this characteristic of
Tagwa are described as:
1- They believe in the unseen: God, His Angels, Paradise and
Hell
2- They establish regular prayers
3- They spend and share with others what God provides for them
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4- They believe in the Quran and Sunnah of Prophet
Muhammad
(PBUH)

5- They also believe in the Torah and Gospel and in previous
messengers sent by God to their people

6- They firmly believe that there is a Day of Judgment and that
they are accountable to God

7- Because of their faith and behavior they are guided by God
and they will succeed both in this life and in the Hereafter

Other verses of the Qur'an that describe those who have Tacqwa
include:
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It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces towards East or West;
but it is righteousness to believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the
Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers; to spend of your
substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, for the
needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the ransom of
slaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and practice regular charity, to fulfill
the contracts which ye have made; and to be firm and patient, in pain
(or suffering) and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic. Such
are the people of truth, the God-fearing.

Al-Baqara 2 : 177

gl

In this verse Tacqwa is expreesed both in our faith as well as in our
behavior. Those with Tagwa:

1- Believe in God as their Lord and Cherisher

2- Believe that they are accountable to God
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3- Believe in God's Angels

4- Believe in God's divine books

5- Believe in God's messengers

6- They give in charity to their relatives, the orphans, the needy,
the wayfarer, those who ask and those enslaved or are in debt

7- They establish regular prayers

8- They give the obligatory charity

9- They are faithful to their promises and covenants

10-They patiently persevere during hard times, during illness and
in battle

11-They are true to their faith

12-They are truly righteous and pious

Another verse that describes the characteristic of those who possess
this quality of Tacqwa is:
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Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a
Garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the
earth, prepared for the righteous.

Al Imran 3: 133
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Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who
restrain anger, and pardon (all) men; for Allah loves those who do

good.
Al-lmran 3 : 134
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And those who, having done something to be ashamed of, or
wronged their own souls, eamestly bring Allah to mind, and ask for
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forgiveness for their sins; and who can forgive sins except Allah?
And are never obstinate in persisting knowingly in (the wrong) they
have done.

Al-Imran 3 : 135
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ror such the reward is forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens
with rivers flowing underneath; an eternal dwelling: how excellent a
recompense for those who work (and strive)!

Al-Imran 3 : 136

Additional characteristics of Tagwa in these verses include:

1- They spend and share with others, not only when times are
good, but also during difficult times

2- They control their anger and do not make rash decisions till
they have become calm and collected

3- They pass over the faults of others and forgive their mistakes

4- They repent and seek God's forgiveness when they sin or
make a mistake

5- They do not persist in their wrong behavior once they realize
their mistakes, and they are humble and not arrogant

6- Their reward is forgiveness from God, His paradise and His
good pleasure, for Allah loves those who do gond

How can we achieve this characteristic of Tagwa?

1- By increasing our faith and understanding our accountability to
God
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O ye people! Adore your Guardian-Lord, Who created you and those

who came before you, that ye may have the chance to learn

righteousness;
Al-Bagara 2 : 21
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2- Through our rituals of worship like prayer and fasting. The
goal of the fast is to achieve Taqwa as we learn self-control
and getting closer to God:
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O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was

prescribed to those before you, that ye may (learn) self-restraint,
Al-Baqgara 2 : 183

3- By understanding that faith in God implies being honest,
truthful, patient, helping others and reaching out and being
foremost in good deeds. In other words, it is confirming our
faith in God through our character and behavior. As Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) told us:

(Have Tagqwa (Be conscious of Allah) at all times; if you make
a mistake, follow it with a good deed, it will wipe it out; and
treat others with good morals and noble character)

Termedhi & Abou Dawood.

We learn from this Hadeeth:

e As human beings we will err and make mistakes. What
is important is to learn from these mistakes and not
repeat them again.

e We should do good, for our good deeds will count in
our favor and it will atone for our sin and mistakes

e Being conscious of Allah at all times will guide our
behavior. Those who have Taqwa will be guided
because they remember God and are close to Him:

O A IR R A ST D SRS Tl TR N SRR S Tt SR
¢ T Oanate o DB 155 e i)l G il R0 5] st Al Ll g
Those who fear Allah, when a thought of evil from Satan assauits

them, bring Allah to remembrance, when lo! they see (aright)!
Al-Araf 7 : 201
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o We interact with others and we live our life serving as
examples of good and noble character. We love other
human beings and we want to help them and reach out
to them. In return we will be trusted and our service will
be appreciated

Patience and perseverance

Patient perseverance in Islam is an active process and involves
doing our best in obeying Allah, controlling our vain desires and
coping with our tests and trials. It is not passive acceptance of fate or
giving up. Patience means renewing and increasing our faith in Allah,
and trying to change our fate into another fate that Allah may will for
us. It also implies not complaining about how much difficulty we are
experiencing or saying it is not fair, but accepting our fate and
working hard to change it.

How can we acquire patience ?

1- Understanding that tests and trials are to be expected

2- Seeking help in prayer and in remembering Allah and turning
to Him for guidance and support

3- Following the example of Allah’s prophets who were patient
and determined

4- Never giving up hope of Allah’s mercy

5- Understanding the tremendous reward of patience and true
faith

Tests and trials are to be expected

Everyone will be tested and tried. Our job is to learn, evolve and
become better human beings because of these tests and trials. We
do not look at these tests as punishment, or as unfair. Rather, it is an
opportunity to increase our faith and demonstrate our commitment:
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Do men think that they will be left alone on saying, "We bhelieve," and
that they will not be tested?
Al-Ankabut 29 : 2
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We did test those before them, and Allah will certainly know those
who are true from those who are faise.
Al-Ankabut 29 : 3
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And We shall try you until We test those among you who strive their
utmost and persevere in patience; and We shall try your reported

(mettle).
Muhammad 47 : 31

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained the proper behavior of a true
believer. He is patient and perseveres during adversity, and he is
grateful to Allah during good times:

(I wonder for the affairs of the believer; all his affairs are good for
him, and this only occurs to the believer. If he is experiencing ease
and happiness, he is grateful to Allah, and this is good for him. And if
he is experiencing difficulty he is patient, and this is good for him)
Narrated by Muslim.

Seeking help in prayer and turning to God for guidance and
support

When we are facing difficulty and going through hard times it is
helpful to turn to God, seek help in prayer and remember that we are
accountable for our behavior:
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Nay, seek (Allah's) help with patient perseverance and prayer: it is
indeed hard, except to those who bring a lowly spirit,
Al-Baqara 2 : 45
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Who bear in mind the certainty that they are to meet their Lord, and
that they are to return to Him.
Al-Baqara 2 : 46

We must understand that God controls our life and our fate. If He
willed for us to experience a certain difficulty, then we should be
patient and persevere and never give up. We should turn to Him
seeking comfort in prayer, for it will give us strength and resolve to
withstand our difficulty. During prayer we are close to God, we talk to
Him and we recite His words. Contrast this behavior with someone
who does not believe in God. When faced with difficulty, such a
person will question why he is being subjected to this adversity and
feels it is unfair. Any faith he may have had will surely evaporate at
the first sign of trouble, for such a person does not have true faith nor
is his faith grounded in proper understanding. Such a person has no
source of strength to fall back on. He easily gives up in despair. The
Qur'an will console those who believe and gives them comfort and
strength as it did to prophet Muhammad (PBUH):
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And do thou be patient, for thy patience is but from Allah; nor grieve
over them: and distress not thyself because of their plots.

An-Nahl 16 : 127
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For Allah is with those who restrain themselves, and those who

good.
An-Nahl 16 : 128

Following the example of God’s prophets who patiently
persevered and were determined and committed

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) faced much difficulty and experienced

rejection from his own people. The Quran came down ordering him
to exhibit patience as did previous messengers of firm resolve:
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Therefore patiently persevere, as did (all) Messengers of inflexible
purpose; and be in no haste about the (Unbelievers). On the Day that
they see the (Punishment) promised them, (it will be) as if they had
not tarried more than an hour in a single day. (Thine but) to proclaim
the Message: but shall any be destroyed except those who

transgress?
Al-Ahqaf 46 : 35
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Rejected were the Messengers before thee: with patience and
constancy they bore their rejection and their wrongs, until Our aid did
reach them: there is none that can alter the Words (and Decrees) of

Allah. Already bhast thou received some account of those

Messengers.
Al-An'am 6 : 34

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained that we are tested according
to our degree of faith: the stronger our faith, the mecre harsh is our
test and obviously the greater is our reward:
(Prophets are tested the most, then the most righteous. A person is
tested according to his faith. If his faith is strong, his test is more
severe. If his faith is weak, his test is less. A person may be tested so
often that he is left walking on earth with no sin at all)
Narrated by Termedhi & Ibn Majja
We learn from this saying of the prophet (PBUH):
e We should expect to be tested and tried
e Qur test and trials are willed by God according to our
faith
o Therefore, we should not complain that what we are
going through is unfair or excessive. God knows our
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limits and He does not ask us to bear more than we are
able to tolerate

e The test and trial is good for us, for it wipes out our sins
and increases our reward

o We should always be hopeful of God’'s mercy and look
at the example of God’s prophets. They were tested
much more severely than we are, and they were closer
and more beloved to God. Therefore, being tested and
tried is not a form of punishment or is willed for no
reason. Rather we should trust God’s will and judgment
and do our part in patiently persevering.

Never giving up hope of God’s mercy

If we understand that nothing happens without the will of God, and
that God knows what we are going through, and that God is just and
wise, then our faith in God implies that we never give up hope of His
mercy and that we confirm our faith in God with patient
perseverance. The Qur'an expressed such belief on the tongue of
prophet Jacob (Israel) when he advised his children not to despair of
Allah’s soothing mercy :
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"O my sons! go ye and enquire about Joseph and his brother, and
never give up hope of Allah's soothing Mercy: truly no one despairs

of Allah's soothing Mercy, except those who have no faith."
Yusuf 12 : 87

And on the tongue of prophet Abraham :
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He said: "And who despairs of the mercy of his Lord, but such as go

astray?"
Al-Hijr 15 : 56
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We learn from these two verses:
e Those who have true faith in God never despair of His
soothing mercy
e Giving up hope or becoming despondent is not a
characteristic of those who believe. Only those who are
misguided would ever despair

The rewards and benefits of patience
1- Forgiveness of sin
2- Entering paradise
3- Receiving God’s blessing, guidance and mercy
4- Allah supports those who are patient
5- The reward of those who patiently persevere is unrivalled
6- Being able to withstand our difficulties, tests and trials
7- Not despairing of God's mercy
8- Not looking for excuses

Forgiveness of sin

If we patiently persevere despite difficulty and adversity our efforts
are noted and our struggle and faith is rewarded with forgiveness of
our sins. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:

(Whatever afflicts a Muslim of tiredness, pain, anguish, sorrow, harm,
sadness, even a thom that pricks him, till his sins are remitted
because of these afflictions)

Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

Entering paradise
Those who have faith and confirm their faith in their good deeds and
exhibit patience during difficulty are promised paradise:
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But those who had been granted (true) knowledge said: "Alas for you! The
reward of Allah (in the Hereafter) is best for those who believe and work
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righteousness: but this none shall attain, save those who steadfastly
persevere (in good)."
Al-Qasas 28 : 80

Those who patiently persevere will be supported by Allah and they will
receive His blessings, guidance and mercy
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Be sure We shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some loss in
goods or lives or the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those who
patiently persevere.

Al-Baqara 2 : 155
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Who say, when afflicted with calamity: "To Allah we belong, and to Him is
our return"
Al-Baqgara 2 : 156
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They are those on whom (descend) blessings from their Lord, and Mercy,
and they are the ones that receive guidance.
Al-Baqara 2 : 157

The reward of those who patlently persevere is unrivalled

up)lj ML"‘*‘“"“G')‘“’"J"\U ri))l}.a.:“)ﬁa‘ u.)u\l‘é JJ%»
Say: "O ye My servants who belleve! fear your Lord. Good is (the reward)
for those who do good in this world. Spacious is Allah's earth! those who
patiently persevere will truly receive a reward without measure!"

Az-Zumar 39 : 10
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Thanking Allah for His blessings and
being Grateful To Him

We enjoy many blessings from God. Therefore, it is our duty and
obligation to thank God and be grateful to Him. Thanking God is
expressed not only in words, but by obeying His orders and by
helping God's servants who need our help. We reach out to the
needy, poor and helpless extending a helping hand because we
acknowledge God's blessings and we want to share His gifts with
others. We are humble and grateful. If we are grateful, God promised
to give us more. In contrast, if we feel self-sufficient and behave
arrogantly and transgress we deny ourselves God's guidance, help
and support.

Our obligation to thank God for His blessings

We owe everything to God: We came out of the womb knowing
nothing, but God gave us our faculties and the ability to learn:
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It is He Who brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers when ye
knew nothing, and He gave you hearing and sight and intelligence and
affection: that ye may give thanks (to Allah).

An-Nahl 16 : 78

God gave us our intellect and the ability to think, reason and understand

€y
(Allah) Most Gracious!
Ar-Rahman 55 : 1
4 2 ol de y

It is He Who has taught the Qur-an.
Ar-Rahman 55 : 2
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He has created man:
Ar-Rahman 55: 3
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He has taught him speech (and Intelligence).
Ar-Rahman 55 : 4

Allah provides for us
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So eat of the sustenance which Allah has provided for you, lawful and
good; and be grateful for the favours of Allah, if it is He Whom ye serve.
An-Nahl 16 : 114
Whatever blessing we have is from Allah
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And ye have no good thing but is from Allah; and moreover, when ye are

touched by distress, unto Him ye cry with groans;
An-Nahl 16 : 53

Therefore, it is our obligation to thank God and acknowledge His blessings.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) taught us to say:

(O Allah whatever I find myself enjoying in the morning it is from You
alone, You have no partners; all praise and all thanks belong 1o You)
Narrated by Abou Dawood & Nesa’ee.

The Prophet also taught us to say in our prayer to God :

(O Allah help me to remember You and to thank You and to worship You
and to serve You in the best possible way)

Narrated by Abou Dawood, Nesa’ee & Ahmad

Allah appreciates our thanks and promised to give us more if we are
grateful

Those who are ungrateful only harm themselves for God does not like
ingratitude from His servants. God accepts and appreciates our thanks and
rewards us for our service:
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If ye reject (Allah), truly Allah has no need of you; but He liketh not
ingratitude from His Servants: if ye are grateful, He is pleased with you. No
bearer of burdens can bear the burden of another. In the End, to your Lord is
your Return, when He will tell you the truth of all that ye did (in this life).
For He knoweth well all that is in (men's) hearts.

Az-Zumar 39 : 7
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Those who rehearse the Book of Allah, establish regular Prayer, and spend
(in Charity) out of what We have provided for them, secretly and openly,
hope for a Commerce that will never fail:
Fatir 35 : 29
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For He will pay them their meed. nay, He will give them (even) more out of

His Bounty; for He 1s Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (service).
Fatir 35 : 30

And:
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And remember! your Lord caused to be declared (publicly): "If ye are
grateful, I will add more (favours) unto you; but if ye show ingratitude, truly

My punishment is terrible indeed."
Ibrahim 14 : 7

We should thank people and let them know that we are grateful and
that we appreciate their service

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) taught us to thank people, for those who are
ungrateful do not acknowledge God’s blessings:
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(He, who does not thank and is ungrateful to the people, has not thanked
God and is ungrateful to Him)
Narrated by Abou Dawood, termedhi & Ahmad

God’s prophets serve as examples for us in being grateful to Allah

Prophet Abraham is praised in the Qur’an as a sincere, devoted servant of
Allah, and that he was grateful to Allah for His blessings:
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Abraham was indeed a model, devoutly obedient to Allah, (and) true in
faith, and he joined not gods with Allah.

An-Nahl 16 : 120
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He showed his gratitude for the favours of Allah, Who chose him, and
guided him to a Straight Way.

An-Nahl 16 : 121
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And We gave him Good in this world, and he will be, in the Hereafter, in

the ranks of the Righteous.
An-Nahl 16 : 122

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was grateful to Allah. He stood up in prayer at
night praying and thanking God for His blessings and seeking His
forgiveness and guidance. When asked: O messenger of God why do you
pray so much knowing that God has already forgiven you, whatever you
have done and whatever you may do? He answered: (Should 1 then not be a
grateful servant of Allah!) Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

Du’a or calling on Allah
1- It is our obligation to call on Allah: Du’a is a form of worship

2- Allah hears our Du’a and responds to our cries for help
3- Ethics or manners for calling on Allah
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4- Allah responds to everyone calling on Him, especially to ccrtain
types and at certarn times

5- We should not give up hope or say | called on my Lord but He did
not respond to me.

Calling on Allah is a form of worship, therefore we are obligated to call
on Him and ask Him

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us that calling on Allah is a form of
worship:
(Du’a is worship) Then he recited the Qur’anic verse :
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And your Lord says: "Call on Me; | will answer your (Prayer): but those
who are too arrogant to serve Me will surely find themselves in Hell, in
humiliation!"
Ghafir 40 : 60

Allah hears our Du’a and responds to our prayers

The Qur’an reassures us that God hears our prayers and responds to it:
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When My servants ask thee concerning Me, [ am indeed close (to them): |
listen to the prayer of every suppliant when he calleth on Me: let them also,
with a will, listen to My call. and believe in Me: that they may walk in the
right way.
Al-Bagara 2 : 186

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us:

(God, our Lord, glory be to Him descends to the lower heaven, in the last
third of the might and says: “Is there anyone calling on Me and [ will
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respond to him; is there anyone asking Me, and I will give him; is there
anyone seeking My forgiveness and I will forgive him)
Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

We learn from this Hadeeth:
¢ God hears our Du’a
e Heis ready and willing to respond to us
e He gives us what we ask for, and He forgives our sins
e We should turn to Him and call on Him especially before
Dawn when everything is quiet and we are sincere, humble
and devoted

The ethics or manner of Du’a

e We call on Allah with humility and devotion

e We call on Allah secretly

e We call on Allah with conviction knowing that He will
answer our call in the way that He feels most beneficial for
us

e We do not give up if we do not get what we wish for

Calling on God with humility and devotion
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Call on your Lord with humility and in private: for Allah loveth not those
who trespass beyond bounds.
Al-Araf 7 : 55

F 1 E%// /./,/J I P JE LY B
Lo e o) ey Bys 590505 Lpmalo| don o) ¥1 3 oS N3 b
€D o)l e
Do no mischief on the earth, after it hath been set in order, but call on Him
with fear and longing (in your hearts): for the Mercy of Allah is (always)

near to those who do good.
Al-Araf 7 : 56
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He is the Living (One): there is no god but He: call upon Him, giving
Him sincere devotion. Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds!
GHafir 40 : 65

Call on God in your heart secretly
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And do thou (O reader!) bring thy Lord to remembrance in thy (very) soul.
with humility and in reverence. without loudness in words, in the moraings

and evenings; and be not thou of those who are unheedful.
Al-Araf 7 : 205

Call on God convinced that He will answer your prayer

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us:

(Call on Allah convinced that He will respond to you; and know that Allah
does not respond to a heart that is unaware and preoccupied with other
things)

Narrated by Termedhi & Hakim

Do not give up or be in haste

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us:

(Every Muslim calling on Allah his Du’a will be answered, either Allah will
give him what he asked for, or remove some evil from him, unless he calls
for something sinful. or distances himself from his relatives, or is hasty and
says: “I called on my Lord. but He did not answer me")

Narrated by Termedhi, Ibn Majja & Tabarani

Allah responds to all Du’a, especially the following persons
1- Those fasting till they break their fast

2- Those wronged for their Du’a is lifted up and the gates of heaven are
opened to it
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3- A just ruler

4- The Du’a of the parent on behalf his children

5- The Du’a of A Muslim on behalf another person in his absence

6- Du’a on the day of Friday, during Ramadan and waiting for prayer
7- Du’a when in prostration phase during prayer

8- Du’a before Dawn prayer in the last third of the night

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:

(Three people their Du’a to Allah is not turned down: A just ruler; and the
fasting person till he breaks his fast, and the Du’a of the person wronged:
for Allah lifts his prayer above the clouds and the gates of heaven are
opened and the Lord says: “With My might I will come to your rescue, if
not now, then after a while”)

Narrated by Termedhi, Ibn Majja & Tabarani

The Prophet (PBUH) also said:

(Three prayers are answered, no doubt about that: The prayer of the parent;
and the prayer of the person traveling; and the prayer of the person who was
wronged)

Narrated by Abou Dawood

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:

(The prayer of a Muslim on behalf his brother, in his absence, will be
answered: there is an Angel appointed at his head, every time he asks Allah
something good on behalf his brother, the Angel says:*“ Amen and you too
get the same reward*)

Narrated by Muslim

Prophet Muhammad (PBUHR) said:

(The closest a servant is to his Lord is when he is prostrating, therefore
Increase your Du’a at that time)

Narrated by Muslim

Turning to God in repentance seeking His forgiveness and mercy

When we turn to God seeking His forgiveness and mercy we are stressing
our utter dependence on Him and admitting our weakness and shortcomings.
Repentance means turning to God renewing a pledge to serve Him and live
our life as He has commanded and seeking help and guidance. Prophet
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Muhammad (PBUH) said: (By Allah, I turn to Him in repentance and seek
His forgiveness every day seventy times) Narrated by Bokhari.

e We should not despair of God’s mercy for He forgives all
sins, but we must correct our wrong behavior and follow His
orders

¢ The way to atone for our sins is to do good to wipe or cancel
our bad deeds

e We are rewarded for seeking God’s forgiveness
We should follow the example of God’s prophets
We should seek forgiveness, not only for ourselves, but alsc
for our parents and believing men and women

Turn to Allah seeking His forgiveness
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Say: "O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls!
despair not of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all sins: for He is

Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
Az-Zumar 39 : 53
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"Turn ye to your Lord (in repentance) and bow to His (Will), before

the Penalty comes on you: after that ye shall not be helped.
Az-Zumar 39 : 54

“And follow the Best of (the courses) revealed to you from your Lord,
before the Penalty comes on you - of a sudden while ye perceive not!
- Az-Zumar 39 : 55

And:
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If anyone does evil or wrongs his own soul but afterwards seeks
Allah's forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
An-Nesa’'a 4 : 110

Do good for it will atone for your sins and bad deeds

We must confirm our repentance by doing good. In other words there
are steps in atoning for our sins:
1- Understanding that we have done wrong and feeling ashamed
of our wrong behavior
2- Turning to God seeking His forgiveness and making a pledge
not to repeat that mistake again
3- Doing good to wipe out our bad deeds
4- Be ready and willing to receive guidance from God and follow
His straight way
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“But, without doubt, | am (also) He that forgives again and again, to
those who repent, believe, and do right, who, in fine, are ready to
receive true guidance."
TaHa 20 : 82
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Unless he repents, believes and works righteous deeds, for Allah will
change the evil of such persons into good, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful,

Al-Furgan 25 : 70

We are rewarded for seeking God’s forgiveness
The Qur'an teaches us on the tongue of Prophet Hud to seek God's

forgiveness, for He then will shower us with rain and sustenance and
give us more:
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"And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to Him (in
repentance): He will send you the skies pouring abundant rain, and

add strength: to your strength: so turn ye not back in sin!"
Hud 11 : 52

The same concept is stressed by prophet Nuh
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"Saying, "Ask forgiveness from your Lord; for He is Oft-Forgiving;
Nuh 71 : 10
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"*He will send rain to you in abundance;
NUh 71 : 11
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"*Give you increase in wealth and sons; and bestow on you gardens

and bestow on you rivers (of flowing water).
NUh 71 :12

Follow the example of God’'s prophets who turned to Him
seeking His forgiveness

The Quran orders prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to seek God's
forgiveness for himself, as well as cn behalf the believing men and
women:
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Know, therefore, that there is no god but Allah, and ask forgiveness
for the fault, and for the men and women who believe: for Allah
knows how ye move about and how ye dwell in your homes.
Muhammad 47 : 19
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We should seek God’s forgiveness on behalf our parents and
other believing men and women

Prophet Abraham’s Du’a to Allah in the Qur'an;
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"O my Lord! make me one who establishes regular Prayer, and also
(raise such) among my offspring O our Lord! And accept Thou my
Prayer.

Ibrahim 14 : 40
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"O our Lord! cover (us) with Thy Forgiveness, me, my parents, and
(all) Believers, on the Day that the Reckoning will be established!"
Ibrahim 14 : 41

rwm

And on the tongue of prophet Nuh
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"O my Lord! Forgive me, my parents, all who enter my house in
Faith, and (all) believing men and believing women: and to the
wrong-doers grant Thou no increase but in Perdition!"

Nuh 71 : 28

Seeking forgiveness in the last third of the night

During this time we are alone, humble and devoted to Allah. We
forgo sleep in order to remember God, turm to Him and seek His
forgiveness. Our prayer and Du'a to Allah is well received. The
Qur'an praises those who pray at night and seek God'’s forgiveness
at Sahar time (Just before dawn):
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As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens and
Springs,
Adh-Dhareyat 51 : 15
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Taking joy in the things which their Lord gives them, because, before

then, they lived a good life.
Adh-Dhareyat 51 : 16
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They were in the habit of sleeping but little by night,
Adh-Dhareyat 51 : 17
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And in the hours of early dawn, they (were found) praying for

Forgiveness;
Adh-Dhareyat 51 : 18

Never giving up hope of Allah’s mercy

A believer has faith in God. He knows that God is merciful, therefore
he never gives up hope of God's mercy. The Qur'an emphasizes this
quality of mercy of God to induce us to be merciful as well and te
forgive others.

Allah’s mercy encompasses everyone, but His special mercy
involves those who believe and do good

Allah is merciful. He accepts our repentance and forgives our sins:
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Know they not that Allah doth accept repentance from His votaries and
receives their gifts of charity, and that Allah is verily He, the Oft-Returning,
Most Merciful?

At-Tawba 9 : 104
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He is the One that accepts repentance from His Servants and forgives sins:
and He knows all that ye do.
Ash-Shura 42 : 25

As long as we repent and turn to God, He promised to forgive our sins:
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When those come to thee who believe in Our Signs, say: "Peace be on you;
your Lord hath inscribed for Himself (the rule of) Mercy: verily, if any of
you did evil in ignorance, and thereafter repented, and amended (his
conduct), lo! He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."

Al-An’am 6 : 54

Allah’s special mercy involves those who have faith and do good:
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but My Mercy extendeth to all things. That (Mercy) I shall ordain for those
who do right, and practice regular charity, and those who believe in Our

Signs.
Al-Araf 7 : 156
Being truthful and not cheating others
What does truthfulness mean?
To be true to our word and to be true in our behavior is a characteristic of
those who believe. Words alone are not enough, we must show in our

actions that we truly believe in God and that we obey His orders, and that
we strive in His cause:
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Only those are Believers who have believed in Allah and His Messenger,
and have never since doubted, but have striven with their belongings and

their persons in the Cause of Allah: such are the sincere ones.
Al-Hujerat 49 : 15
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Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us about the characteristics ot those who
are not truthful in order that we may know hypocrisy:

(The signs of a hypocrite are three: When he talks, he lies; and when he
promises, he is not faithful to his promises; and when he is entrusted, he
betrays the trust) Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

This haddeth therefore tells us that to be truthtul and not be considered a
hypocrite, we must:

e Tell the truth and not lie when we talk

e Be true and faithful to our promises

e Be true and loyal to our trusts

Truthfulness in our dealings with others

Buying, selling and financial transactions reveal the true nature of people:
Are they honest, truthful and fear God? Or are they looking for a quick gain
and have no problem in lying or cheating others. Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) explained this concept when he said:

(The buyer and seller have a free choice to make until they agree and
separate. If they were truthful and honest in what they concluded and did not
hide anything, then their commerce will be blessed by Allah for both of
them. But if they lied and hid something in their agreement, then they will
loose any blessing in their transaction)

Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

We learn from the prophet’s saying:
e We should disclose all relevant information so that the buyer
or seller may make his decision based on what is true and
accurate, in the same way we wish to be inforined
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e If we are honest and truthful we gain Allah’s pleasure and
our affair will be blessed and become successful

e On the other hand, if we lied or cheated others we only
deprive ourselves of Allah’s blessings, and any temporary
gain will be lost

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also stressed that as Muslims we should not
hide a defect in the merchandise we are selling, nor cheat others:

(It is not allowed for a Muslim selling something that has a defect in it to
hide it, but to inform others about that defect)

Narrated by Bokhari

Those who lie and cheat others will be punished severely. Prophet
Muhammad (PBUR) related the story of three people who will be punished
severely on the Day of Judgment, and Allah will not look at them:
1- A person who deprives others of water
2- A person who gave his pledge but was only motivated by material
gain and when tested broke his promise
3- And a person who lied and cheated to sell his merchandise

Then the Prophet (PBUH) recited the Qur’anic verse:
Y}Of\"drg.ld.b-y_uiwﬂh’ UAM,L‘;«JQWJ.U‘ul%

§ 2 2l 2058 25 s N el ) A N T Ll

As for those who sell the faith they owe to Allah and their own plighted
word for a small price, they shall have no portion in the Hereafter: nor will
Allah (deign to) speak to them or look at them on the Day of Judgment, nor
will He cleanse them (of sin): they shall have a grievous Penalty.

Al-Imran 3 : 77

The rewards of being truthful and honest
1- Truthfulness leads to paradise
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us:

(Indeed truthfulness guides and leads to righteousness, and righteousness
guides to paradise. A man keeps on telling the truth until he is known as a
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truthful person. Lying indeed leads to wickedness, and wickedness leads to
Hell Fire. A person keeps on lying till he is considered a liar)
Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

2- Being truthful remits our sins and increases our reward
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And he who brings the Truth and he who confirms (and supports) it, such
are the men who do right.
Az-Zumar 39 : 33
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They shall have all that they wish for, in the presence of their Lord: such is

the reward of those who do good:
Az-Zumar 39 : 34
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So that Allah will turn off from them (even) the worst in their deeds and

give them their reward according to the best of what they have done.
Az-Zumar 39 : 35

3- Being truthful gets us out of trouble

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) related to us the story of the three men who
went into a cave seeking shelter from the rain, but the cave closed on them.
They said to each other: “Nothing will save us except the truth. Let
everyone relate an incident in which he was truthful* The first person was
honest in his dealings. The second person was honest in taking good care of
his parents. The third person feared Allah and did not seduce his cousin
though he had the chance. Because of their honesty and truthfulness they
were saved. Narrated by Bokhari & Muslim.

We learn:
e Nothing will save us except the truth
e We need to be honest in our dealings with others

e We need to honor our commitment and take good care of our
parents

e We need to safeguard our chastity and not take advantage of
others when they are weak and vulnerable
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Resolve and commitment

As human beings we differ in our resolve and commitment. Some do not
have the desire or the will to make a strong commitment and are willing to
be followers or sit on the sidelines. Others are willing to put in the effort and
make a strong commitment and are leaders. Such desire and high ambition,
strong will and resolve comes from strong faith in God and from following
the example of prophet Muhammad (PBUH). It is the realization that what
truly counts is our deeds and what effect we have on our families and our
community that drives our actions and renews our commitment.

Those who understand the value of knowledge and are grateful to God
for His blessings are willing to learn and to stand up in prayer at night:
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Is one who worships devoutly during the hours of the night prostrating
himself or standing (in adoration), who takes heed of the Hereafter, and who
places his hope in the Mercy of his Lord, (like one who does not)? Say:
"Are those equal, those who know and those who do not know? It is those

who are endued with understanding that receive admonition.
Az-Zumar 39 : 9

Such resolve and commitment is also evident in our attempts to control
our vain desires and fear our accountability
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Then, for such as had transgressed all bounds,
An-Nazea’t 79 : 37
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And had preferred the life of this world,
An-Naze’at 79 : 38
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the Abode will be Hell-Fire;
An-Naze’at 79 : 39
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And for such as had entertained the fear of standing before their Lord's
(tribunal) and had restrained (their) soul from lower Desires,
An-Naze’at 79 : 40

$0 sl a3

Their Abode will be the Garden.
An-Naze’at 79 : 41

Those inviting to Allah will face criticism, rejection and abuse and their
message will be distorted. They must patiently persevere and have
strong resolve

Muslims in America can relate to this as the message of Islam is distorted
in the news media and Muslims are portrayed as backward people who are
hateful and bent on violence and destruction. To correct this wrong image
and to change the minds of people after it was poisoned is not easy and
requires constant vigil and hard work. The Qur’an explains:
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Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your
personal selves; and ye shall certainly hear much that will grieve you, from
those who received the Book before you and from those who worship many
gods. But if ye persevere patiently, and guard against evil, then that will be a
determining factor in all affairs.

Al-Imran 3 : 186

Reaching out and helping others and Hastening in all good deeds
requires strong faith and determination
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Verily those who live in awe for fear of their Lord;
Al-Mumenoun 23 : 57
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. Those who believe in the Signs of their Lord,;
Al-Mumenoun 23 : 58
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Those who join not (in worship) partners with their Lord;
Al-Mumenoun 23 : 59
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And those who dispense their charity with their hearts full of fear, because
they will return to their Lord;
Al-Mumenoun 23 : 60
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It is these who hasten in every good work, and these who are foremost in

them.
Al-Mumenoun 23 : 61

Strength and resolve is the ability to control and restrain our anger

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) asked his companions: Who do you consider
strong? Then he explained: (A strong person, is not he who is physically
strong, but is the person who is able to control and restrain his anger)
Narrated by Ahmad, Bokhari & Muslim

The Qur’an praises those righteous servants of Allah who are able to control
their anger:
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Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who
restrain anger, and pardon (all) men; for Allah loves those who do good.
Al-Imran 3 : 134
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Those who avoid the greater crimes and shameful deeds, and, when they

are angry even then forgive;
Ash-Shura 42 : 37

Strong will also means that we are not in a hurry to see results

It is the nature of man to be hasty, he wants to see the fruits of his labor. But
that may not be God’s plan. We must be patient and understand that what is
important is that we start and build. Others may come after us, build more
and complete what we started. All good work takes time, and we may not
see results in our life ime. The Qur’an explains:
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Man is a creature of haste: soon (enough) will I show you My Signs; then

ye will not ask Me to hasten them!
Al-Anbia’a 21 : 37
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And say: "Work (righteousness): soon will Allah observe your work. and
His Messenger, and the Believers: soon will ye be brought back to the
Knower of what 1s hidden and what is open: then will He show you the truth
of all that ye did."

At-Tawba 9 : 105
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