
Chapter Five

THE SEERAH (IFE STORY) OF
PROPHET MUHAMMAD (PBUH)

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was bom in the year AD 571, in Macca in
Arabia. He was an omphan at birth since his father died before Muhammad
was bom ، and at age 4 he also lost his mother. He was bom to a noble
family in the tribe of Ooraish. He is a descendant of prophet Abraham. He
became a Shepard and later on a merchant. At age 40 he received God's
Divine revelation from the Angel Gabriel. The first verses of the Our'an
were then revealed:

 خلق» آليى زيك باشم وأفزا
Proclaim! (or Read!) ln the name of thy Lord and Cherisher, Who

created,
A/-Alaq 96: 1

4،3 ث علق ين الإنسنن وخلق
Created man, out of a (mere) clot of congealed blood:

Al-Alaq 96:2

» الأزم وز وأفزا
Proclaim! and thy Lord is Most Bountiful,

Al-Alaq 96:3
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4 بالقلم، غلة وأيى
He Who taught (the use of) the Pen,

A/-Alaq 96: 4

»4 يعةج لز ما الإنن وغلة
Taught man that which he knew not.

A/-Ala0 96:5

We learn from these early verses:
The Cur'an emphasizes the importance of knowledge andه 
understanding
God blessed mankind and the greatest blessing is the abilityه 
to reason

• God is our Creator and He guides us
There are many things that we as human beings do not know.
Perhaps this refers to Divine revelation and its value in guiding
our life

We will discuss the following concepts:
1- Why did the Coraish resist and fight Muhammad and his

message?
2- Marriage to Khdeeja
3- Events before the Hijra :lsra'a and Miraj (Night journey and

ascension to the heavens)
4- What is the meaning of Hijra (immigration)
5- The Muslim society in Medina
6- What does Muhammad (PBUH) represent to Muslims?

The @uraish resistance to Muhammad (PBUH)

Muhammad was born and grew up in Macca. He was well known as
As-Sadiq (the truthful) and Al-Ameen (The trustworthy). After he
received God's revelation and was ordered to warn his people he
gathered them and asked them: (If ١ told you there is an enemy
behind this mountain about to attack would you believe me?). They
answered: Yes for we know that you always tell the truth. He said: (  ا
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am a messenger from God warning you of a grave punishment if you
disobey God). As Soon as he told them of his mission and that they
must change their ways of idol worship, they left him and began to
question his judgment, called him names and disputed his claim and
fought him. So why did Curaish resist? There are several reasons
and we will discuss few of them.

C uraishل was considered the guardians of the Haram (sacred house)
in Macca. Macca was considered a holy city, revered and considered
a sanctuary and a safe haven. ln the Ka Ba, built by prophets
Abraham and lshma'il hundreds of idols were introduced and the
pure religion of Abraham became corrupted over the years. The
Curaish benefited from the steady stream of pilgrims coming to
Macca to worship these idols. The Cur'an reminds the people of
Macca of God's blessings as He made their city a safe place:

 يؤملون أقبالبطل خزلهز من آلان ولتخطا :ابثا خزما جعلنا أً يرزا وأولم

 -±، يكفرون ألله وببغتة
Do they not then see that We have made a Sanctuary secure, and tha men

are being snatched away from all around them. Then, do they believe in that
which is vain, and reject the Grace of Allah!

A1-Ankabut 29 :67

And :

 فكفرت مكان فل من زغدًا رزنها يأتيها شظتبئة :ابنة كانت فزنة مخلا ألله ؤضزت

4 ±، يضتغوت كاثوأ بما والخزف الجوع لبان ألة قأذفا ألله بأتغم
Allah sets forth a Parable: a city enjoying secunity and quiet, abundantly
supplied with sustenance from every place: yet was it ungrateful for the
favors of Allah: so Allah made it taste of hurger and terror (in extremes)
(closing in on it) like a gament (from every side), because of the (evil)
which (its people) wrought.

An-Nahl 16:112
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40 ي ظلفو وهم ألغداث مخ فأخذ فكذبوه يتهج تمول جأ:هم ولفذ و
And there came to them a Messenger from among themselves, but they
falsely rejected him; so the Wrath seized them even in the midst of their
iniquities.

An-Nahl 16:113
And :

 الأخر والتزم بالله :امن كمن كزار المنجد ذعمازة أختج سقاية أجعتم وه

 ج»» الهيين ألقم يجدى لا وأنله أنله علد يتتؤ.ن لا أنلي يل ق وخهة
Do ye make the giving of drink to pilgrims, or the maintenance of the
Sacred Mosque, equal to (the pious service of) those who believe in Allah
and the Last Day, and strive with might and main in the cause 0f Allah?
They are not comparable in the sight of Allah: and Allah guides not those
who do wrong.

At-Tawba 9:19

Another reason for such fierce resistance is the fear that Ouraish may loose
its respect and position of leadership among the Arab tribes. It depended for
its wealth also on trading. The Our'an explains their fear and reminds them
that it is God who blessed them and provided for them :

 :ابثا خزما كهز ن أزلم أزجتا ين تتخطف معق آهتى لقبع إن «ذقالزا

»±4 تعلو لا أكزمخ ولكن أشا ن تزكا ممو كي ئتزث إليه لجن
They say: "If we were to follow the guidance with thee, we should be
snatched away from our land." Have We not established for them a secure
sanctuary, to which are brought as tribute fruits of all kinds, a provision
from Ourselves? But most of them understand not.

Al-0asas 28 :57

Another reason for resisting Muhammad's call for social change is that
those in power do not want to see their power and influence questioned or
diminished. They were against any change that threatened their authority.
The Our'an explains:
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4 لج كفرون بد أزيلث يما إأ مزفوما فال إلا يي من قزية ى أتتلنا وزما
Never did We send a Wamer to a population, but the wealthy ones among

them said: "We believe not in the (Message) with which ye have been sent."
SA Ba 34:34

±4 ج يشغذيين غن زما وأزلا أكتزأمولآ خن وقالوا ؤ
They said: "We have more in wealth and in sons, and we cannot be
punished."

Sa Ba 34:35
The Our'an answers that it is not money or power that matters, unless such
blessing is used properly. On the contrary, if we abuse our power we will be
severely punished :

±-» تغلفون لا أكزالثاس زلنكن ويفد.ز يفا: لتن آلززق ينشط نق إن وفن
Say; "Verily my Lord enlarges and restricts the Provision to whom He

pleases, but most men understand not."
Sa Ba 34: 36

 ضلخا وغيل :امن من إلأ لألفق عندنا تقزيز بألى أولذر وة أمؤلز ونما

 ±،» :امكون الكزفب ى وهم غيلوا يفا الضغف خزا: هز فأزلتك
lt is not your wealth nor your sons that will bring you nearer to Us in

degree: but only those who believe and work righteousness, these are the
ones for whom there is a multiplied Reward for their deeds, while secure
they (reside) in the dwellings on high!

Sa Ba 34:37

 ±،» محضرو العذاب ى أزلتجد معجزين :ايتنا ف ينعون ولذين و
Those who stnive against Our Signs, to frustrate them, will be given over
into Punishment.

SA Ba 34:38

People do not want to change their ways, and what they are accustomed to.
Tradition sometimes is confused with religion. The Our'an explores this
concepT:
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±4 ل ثهتذون :اثرهم علق قإئا أثؤ علق :ابا:ا تجنا إما قاكزأ وبن
Nay! they say: "We found our fathers following a certain religion, and we

do guide ourselves by their footsteps."
Az-ZukhrufT 43 :22

 :ابأ:تا وجذنا إًا شرفوها قان إلأ نذير من قزية فى قتلك ين أزتلتا ما يلق وكذ و

±4 ا ثفقذو :اثرهم عتق تإا أئؤ عن
Just in the same way, whenever We sent a Warner before thee to any

people, the wealthy ones among them said: "We found our fathers following
a certain religion, and we will certainly follow in their footsteps."

Az-Zukhruff 43 :23

 يد أتلثم ينا را قالوا :انأ:ؤ غلتيه تجدكم يئا يأتى جننكم أوكز قل وه
4 ج، كفرون ن ه

He said: "What! even if I brought you better guidance than that which ye
found your fathers following?" They said: "For us, we deny that ye
(prophets) are sent (on a mission at all)."

Az-ZkhrufT 43 :24

The leaders of Ouraish also questioned why was God's revelation sent to
Muhammad? Why not another person! The Our'an answers that God is the
one to decide and He knows best where to put His tnust:

44 عظم القريتين من تجل عن القز:ان هذا تزل تزلا «وفالوا
Als0, they say: "Why is not this Our-an sent down to some leading man in
either of the two (chief) cities?"

Az-ZukhrufT 43 :31

 ززقغنا الثياً الختزة ف معيشهم بنتنهم قتنا تخن زيتك تخت يفيشون وأهذ

 مقا خز زيك وزخخث شخزرئاً بغضا بنطهم ليئخذ ذزجتر بغض قز بغضهم

»4٤٥ تجتثون
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Is it they who would portion out the Mercy of thy Lord? It is We Who
portion out between them their livelihood in the life of this world: and We
raise some of them above others in ranks, so that some may command work
from others. But the Mercy of thy Lord is better than the (wealth) which
they amass.

Az-Zukhnuff 43 :32
And :

 خث أغتم أقة أي نشن أوق ما مثل نؤن خق نؤمن لن قاتوا :اية خز:نهج «قاذا

 اثوا ينا غدية وعذاب ألله عذ ضغاز أخرموا الذين تبيث رالقة. تجعل

» ا± تنكزون
When there comes to them a Sign (from Allah), they say: "We shall not

believe until we receive one (exactly) like those received by Allah's
Messengers." Allah knoweth best where (and how) to cary out His mission.
Soon will the wicked be overtaken by humiliation before Allah, and a severe
punishment, for all their plots.

Al-An'am 6: 124

This resistance and rejection from Ouraish took several foms and passed
through several stages. lnitially they tied to ignore Muhammad. Then they
called him names and accused hin of being a magician, a poet, a sorcerer or
a mad possessed person. They followed him and wamed other tribes and
visitors of his danger and stated that they are his own clan but do not believe
in him or his message. The Our' an describes these accusations:

.»5 تجثونر ولا يك&هن زيك بيغتت أنت قتاً كز وقذ
Therefore proclaim thou the praises (of thy Lord): for by the Grace of thy

Lord, thou art no (vulgar) soothsayer. nor art thou one possessed.
At-Tur 52:29

4± ألتكون تنب يو لزين ناء يفورن وأم
Or do they say: "A Poet! we await for him some calamity (hatched) by
Time!"

At-Tur 52 :30
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And :

 تشوركيرج» لفز «إلة
That this is verily the word of an honored Messenger;

Al-Haqqa 69 : 40

4 ، تؤيثون ما قليلا شاعر يقزل هؤ «ذما
It is not the word of a poet: little it is ye believe!

Al-Haqqa 69:41

 ،» تذزون ما فيلا هنs بقزل «ولا
Nor is it the word of a soothsayer: little admonition it is ye receive.

Al-Haq9a 69 : 42

4 لج، العيين ذب ين نزيل{
(This is) a Message sent down from the Lord of the Worlds.

A1-Haqqa 69 : 43

They knew Muhammad to be honest and truthful, but they feared that
change means an end to their way of life and the society they lived in and
enjoyed. So their attacks became more harsh and severe. Not only did the
Ouraish verbally abuse Muhammad, but they tried to kill him. His followers
were subjected to torture and abuse. Some died under torture, but refused to
give up their new faith and belief. God in the Our'an consoles His prophet
that they are resisting Cod's message and that previous messengers were
subjected to the same abuse but they bore their rejection with patient
perseverance till God's help reached them:

 قانت الهيين ولنكن يكيئوتل لا قرئهم يقوتون ألنى تنخزك إئة، تغلم «فذ

4/± تتخذون أشم
We know indeed the grief which their words do cause thee: it is not thee
they reject: it is the Signs of Allah, which the wicked contemn.

A1-Ana'm 6: 33
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 ولا نضرتاً أتنهم خمى أوذوا كييوا ما عن فضروا قتلك من نشل فيزيت «ولفذ

43 المزتل كإئ من خأ:ق ولفذ أللهً لكنب منذن

Rejected were the Messengers before thee: with patience and constancy
they bore their rejection and their wrongs, until Our aid did reach them:
there is none that can alter the Words (and Decrees) of Allah. Already hast
thou received some account of those Messengers.

Al-Ana'm 6: 34

We learn from the prophet's Seerah at this period the following lessons:
1- Those calling for social justice and inviting others to God will tace

great resistance and their message will be distorted, and they will be
accused and face abuse and rejection

2- Patient perseverance, detemination and commitment should be our
weapon for we are inviting to the truth.

3- The leaders in the community will resist and fight any social change or
threat to their power and authority

4- I٤ is important to support and strengthen those who believe and
understand the difficulty they face. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was
told in the Our'an to keep company with those wvho believe and call on
their Lord, and not be deceived wvith power or glory:

 تغذ زلا قخه يريدون والغثي يأغذزة كجم غوت تذ الين مع تفنك «وأضبر

 ذائع وفزنا عن فلبنة أغفلنا من تطغ ولا ألثتتاً ألختزو رينة ثرية عتج: غبناك

»± ثزا أمزة. فان هونة =ذر» سر ه_ ه
And keep thy soul content with those who callon their Lord morning
and evening, seeking His Face; and let not thine eyes pass beyond
them, seeking the pomp and glitter of this Life; nor obey any whos
heart We have pemitted to neglect the remembrance of ,s ا one who
follows his own desires, whose case has gone beyond all bounds.

A١-Kahf 18:28
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He was warned not to expel those who are poor or of low social
class, in favor of the rich or powerful. Rather he should console them
and promise them God's forgiveness and merCy:

 ين عتت ما وخه بريذون ولغثي بالغدوة تهم يذغون ألين تظد وزلا

 ثىء من غليهم حسابك من ومًا شىء من جسايهم من فتكون قتظزةهم

4 =، أنطير
Send not away those who call on their Lord morning and evening,

seeking His Face. ln naught art thou accountable for them, and in
naught are they accountable for thee, that thou should turn them
away, and thus be (one) of the unjust.

A/-Ana'm 6 : 52

 بنيتا من غليهم ألله مر أهؤلاء لتفوتوا ينتض بنهم فكا «تكذبك

4 =ه بالفجرين بأغتتم أقة أللن
Thus did We try some of them by comparison with others that they
should say: "Is it these then that Allah hath favored from amongst
us?" Doth not Allah know best those who are grateful?

A/-Ana'm 6: 53

 تفيه عق ويغم كخت غلبكم علج تثل يثاتيتا يؤمنون ألي جا: قاذا و

 غفرة فألة وأضلع بقد، ين تاب ثر جهلة شو:ا منكم عيل من أئة ا;ختة

 ذجيث»
When those come to thee who believe in Our Signs, say: "Peace be
on you; your Lord hath inscribed for Himself (the rule of) Mercy:
verily, if any of you did evil in ignorance, and thereafter repented, and
amended (his conduct), lo! He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."

A-Ana'm 6: 54

Similar advice was given before to Prophet Nuh (Noah) that he
should not expel those who are weak or poor or of low social class,
as the leaders among his people have requested:
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» ج آلأزذلون وأكغق ثق أتؤمن قالوا «ه
They said: "Shall we believe in thee when it is the meanest that

follow thee?"
Ash-Shura'a 26:111

»432 يغتلو، توا6 بما علمى وما وقال
He said: "And what do know as to what they do?

Ash-Shura'a 26: 112

±» تقزون كز تق عن إلأ جنابهم وإن
"Their account is only with my Lord, if ye could (but) understand.

Ash-Shura'a 26: 113

»-± الفؤمين يطارد أنأ وزما
"] am not one to drive away those who believe.

Ash-Shura'a 26: 114

5- During those long and hard years in Macca Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and the eary Muslims faced rejection, persecution and
abuse. Their response was patient perseverance and the Cur'an
came down giving them strength, comfort and peace. It related
the struggle of previous prophets and those who believed with
them and that God ultimately gives victory to His servants:

 الحق هذه ق زجا:لق تؤاذلذ به، لتبث ما الزبل ألباء ين غتك شل وزخة

4 .±، للمؤمنين وذؤى ومزعظة
AIl that We relate to thee of the stories of the Messengers, with it We
make firm thy heart: in them there cometh to thee the Truth, as well
as an exhortation and a message of remembrance to those who
believe.

Hud 11: 120

 ±، عنبلون إث م&نبكم عق أغتوأ يؤملون لا تليدين «وفل
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Say to those who do not believe: "Do whatever ye can: we shall do
our part;

Hud 11: 121

 ي،» منتظرون إئا «وأنترزا
"And wait ye! we too shall wait."

Hud 11: 122

 زا عليةً وتؤكل قاغجتة ظلة الأمز يزخغ وإليه وآلأزض ألشتنؤت غيث وشه و

4 ك، تغفلون عا يقفل تث
To Allah do belong the unseen (secrets) of the heavens and the
earth, and to Him goeth back every affair (for decision): then worship
Him, and put thy trust in Him: and thy Lord is not unmindful of aught
that ye do.

Hud 11: 123

 مكم إى قأنتطرزا فن فلهز من خلواً ألني أيام مخل إلا ينتظرو فهل و

»4 المنتظر م
D they then expect (anything) but (what happened in) the days of

the men who passed away before them? Say: "Wait ye then: for l,
too, will wait with you."

Yunus 10: 102

44 تق ألمؤميهن ثلج غليتا خا كذبك :اثثوا ولذ اشلتا لنخ ثم+
ln the end We deliver Our Messengers and those who believe: thus

is it fitting on Our part that We should deliver those who believe!
Yunus 10: 103

 وي،» الأفهد يثوم تزم ألذتا تلتتزة ق :املوا وألذي، فشا لتنطز ورث
We will, without doubt, help Our Messengers and those who believe,
(both) in this world's life and on the Day when the Witnesses will
stand forth,

Ghafir 40: 51
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Marriage to Khadeeja

Khadeeja was a wealthy widow and a merchant involved in trade.
She owed caravans and employed Muhammad (PBUH) to help her
run her business. She found him to be honest and truthful and
wished to marry him. She was 40 years old, and he was only 25
years old at the time this marriage occurred.

Khadeeja bore for Muhammad 4 daughters and 2 sons. The to
sons died in infancy. His daughters died in his life time except for the
youngest daughter Fatima who died shortly after Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) died. He was married to Khdeeja for 25 years,
and she was his only wife during these 25 years despite the custom
of the Arabs of having many wives at that time.

When Divine revelation came to prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in the
cave of Hira'a and he saw the Angel of revelation in his true form with
wings, he retumed home frightened, and told his wife "Cover me".
After he related to her what he saw, she comforted him and told him
that he was a good man of noble character and righteous behavior,
and that God would not harm him or humiliate him, for he feeds the
hungry, hosts the traveler, comes to the aid of the weak and needy,
and is honest and truthful in his dealings. She believed in him and
was the first human being to accept lslam. Because of her kindness
and love to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and that she provided for
him a tranquil and happy home, God sent His Angel Jibreel to give
her the glad tidings in her life of a home in heaven made of pearls.

lt is noteworthy that God's Prophet (PBUH) was employed by a
woman. This shows that women used to own and conduct business
at that time. lt also shows that Islam respects the rights of women
and that they were free and not oppressed.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) always loved his first wife and had fond
memories of their life together. He honored her relatives and friends.
Whenever her name was mentioned after she died, he always said
something good about her and spoke of glowing terms relating that
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she believed in him and helped him at a time when others were
against him and did not believe in him.

Events before The Hijra (lmmigration) to Madina
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) stayed in Macca for 13 years, after he
received God's revelation inviting to Allah. Few people believed in
him. Late in this period his uncle Abou Talib who supported him and
protected him died. Also his wife Kheeeja died. He lost two of his
best supporters during a critical time in his Da'wa (preaching and
inviting others to God).

He went to Ta'if to enlist the support of its leaders, but they laughed
at him and incited mobs to throw stones at him. He was bleeding and
retired to the wall of a garden and prayed to Allah:
(O Allah to You complain ا of my helplessness and my lack of
resources and my insignificance before mankind. You are the most
merciful of the merciful. You are the Lord of the helpless and the
weak, and You are my Lord! Unto whose hands do You abandon
me? lnto the hands of someone distant and unrelated who frowns on
me, or to an enemy for me to worry about? Your protection is more
ample for me. l seek protection in the light of Your countenance,
which illuminates the heavens and dispels the darkness, and which
controls all affairs in this world as well as the Hereafter. May it never
be that I incur Your wrath, or that You should inflict Your anger on
me. I will appeal to You until ١ am acceptable to You. There is no
power and no resource except Yours alone)

Allah sent His Angel to inform His prophet that He heard his prayer,
and that if Muhammad wished the Angel wlll destroy both Macca and
Ta'if. Muhammad (PBUH) said: (No, I hope that Allah will bring from
their offspring those who will worship Allah alone). Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) is teaching us not to seek personal revenge or
punishment for thse who oppose us or harm us. Rather, he prayed
and hoped for a day when their offspring would worship Allah and
serve Him with devotion. The Cur'an stresses this noble character of
forgiveness and of reaching out to others:
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 ليث لا
 و٦ ب ج

 على إنهر الله
 ه

 و م ف٤-_ و٤ عفا ي٦٥ الل ر= و ر ود
 بي ا جي م فاجرد. واصلح فمر· سكة سكة مثلها وجز:ؤا ا

 ة

 -ج،ة الظلمين
The recompense for an injury is an injury equal thereto (in degree):
but if a person forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is due
from Allah: for (Allah) loves not those who do wrong.

Ash-Shura' 42: 40

We also learn from the Prophet's Dua' that in our moments of
weakness we should turn to God seeking His help and mercy, and
realize that our prayers are heard. No one can help us and deliver us
from our difficulty like Allah:

 كل علل فهو يختر ينمسنك وإن هز إلا لة: كاشف قلا بطز آلة يمتستك وإن ؤ

+ قدير-± ى
"\٢ Allah touch thee with affliction, none can remove it but He; if He

touch thee with happiness, He hath power over all things."
AIAna'm 6: 17

 لزً أشنجت آذغون زثكة وفال و عباذى عن يننشتك:ن ألذ إن

4f  ذاخرت جهنم لحلون تيذ
And your Lord says: "Call on Me; I will answer your (Prayer): but
those who are too arrogant to serve Me will surely find themselves in
Hell, in humiliation!"

Ghafir 40:60

 لى قتنتجيبوا ذغا إذا الذرع ذغؤة أجيب قرياً قاق عتي عبادى -أل %وإذا

4 ا±، يزفذوت لعلهم ولثؤمنوأى
When My servants ask thee concerning Me, l am indeed close (to

them): I listen to the prayer of every suppliant when he calleth on Me:
let them also, with a will, listen to My call, and believe in Me: that they
may walk in the right way.

A/-Baqara 2: 186
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/sra'a (nightjourney from Macca to Jerusalem) and Miraj
(ascension to the heavens)

This miracle occurred one year before Hijra to Madinah. Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) was taken on a night journey from the sacred
mosque in Macca to the farthest mosque in Jerusalem as the Cur'an
describes:

 الأنا التشجير إى ألخزام المنجد مت تيلا بعند، أتريى أليى ولتختن
 أتصر.» البغ فز إئة. :ايبنا من للثرية خزلة. يزفا أليى

Glory to (Allah) Who did take His servant for a Joumey by night from the
Sacred Mosque to the Farthest Mosque, whose precincts We did bless, in
order that We might show him some of Our Signs: for He is the One Who
heareth and seeth (all things).

Al-Isra'a 17:1

From Jenusalem the Prophet (PBUH) and the Angel Jibreel ascended
through the Heavens and met with other prophets who greeted him and
approved of his prophet hood. He was then lifted to the highest place in
Heaven, Sidrat Al-Muntaha (the remotest of the Lote trees) where he saw
A1-Bait Al-Ma'mour (the much frequented house) where the Angels make
pilgrimage. The Prophet (PBUH) was then presented to Allah and Allah
inspired to him what He wanted to inspire. It was at this time that the five
daily prayers were ordained on Muslims. 'This ascension is described in the
Our'an:

» تأى ما أتفؤاة كذب وا
The (Prophet's) (mind and) heart in no way falsified that which he saw.

An-Najm 53:11

±» يرى ما عن وأفثتروتة.
Will ye then dispute with him concemning what he saw?

An-Najm 53 :12

443 أخرى نزلة ز:ا: «ولفذ
For indeed he saw him at a second descent,

An-Najm 53: 13
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 :ه أشتهى يذزة عنذ و ة<
Near the Lote-tree beyond which none may pass:

An-Najm 53:14

 -يم أأزئ جكة ؤعنذا
Near it is the Garden of Abode.

An-Najm 53:15

 ج،» يغثى ما الشذرة يغثى وإذ
Behold, the Lote-tree was shrouded (in mystery unspeakable!)

An-Najm 53:16

 ±،» طتغى ذما البز زاغ وما
(His) sight never swerved, nor did it go wrong!

An-Najm 53:17

 إ±،ي آلكترئ زينه :ايست من رأى #لقذ

For truly did he see, of the Signs of his Lord, the Greatest!
An-Najm 53:18

The wisdom of Isra'a & Miraj
1- Allah wanted to strengthen the heart of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

and to show him the wonders of the Heavens. The rejection that the
Prophet (PBUH) experienced in Macca and Tai'f is contrasted with
the majesty and power of Allah, and how much God cares for and
loves His prophet. This joumey allowed Muhammad (PBUH) to put
things in prospective, fill his heart with peace and renew his desire
and commitment to continue his mission.

Some may question that this joumey ever occurred. At that time travel
was difficult and to go from Macca to Jerusalem took several months.
So obviously the people in Macca were astonished to leam about lsra'a
and could not believe it. Nowadays we know that this joumey can be
taken in 1-2 hours by plane.
This joumey and the ascension to the heavens were a private showing
for Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Some Muslims did not believe it, but
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since it is documented in the Our'an and is detailed in Bokhari we
should accept it, after all such ajoumey is easy for Allah.
2- Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) met with other prophets in heaven.

They greeted him and approved of his prophet hood. They were
confiming the pledge that they gave to God to believe in
Muhammad (PBUH):

 جأ:كم ثم وجكتؤ كتب ين :اتتثكم لماً الينتن متق ألله أخذ )قإذ

 ذلغم عن وأخذكم و+اقززثت قان ولشطزئ" بوء تثؤيق مغم قتا شضذ ننو

44 المهدية بنن تكم وأنا قاجذوا قان أفرزناً فائزا إضرى
Behold! Alah took the Covenant of the Prophets, saying: "I give you a

Book and Wisdom; then comes to you a Messenger, confirming what is with
you; do you believe him and render him help." Allah said: "Do ye agree, and
take this my Covenant as binding on you?" They said: "We agree." He said:
"Then bear witness, and l am with you among the witnesses."

A-Imran 3:81

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) came to complete the message of previous
messengers. He is the last messenger of Allah, and the Our'an inspired to
him is God's last Divine revelation to mankind. Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) explained the relationship between himself and previous
messengers as follows:
(My example and the example of other prophets before me is like a man
who built a house. He built it well and made it beautiful except for one area
that was missing. People came to admire the building but said: 'If only this
piece is not missing". l am this piece that was missing, and I am the last of
the prophets) Bokhari & Muslim.

As Muslims we believe in the message that Allah's prophets brought from
their Lord, and we accept all of Allah's prophets. These prophets
emphasized the same message: namely that it is the duty of Man to worship
and serve God. There is no contradiction in the message that any of the
prophets brought from God. lt is a continuous process of guidance and
enlightenment to mankind, as each prophet completes and complements the
message of the prophets that came before him.
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3- The joumey from Macca to Jenusalem illustrates the bond between
all religions. Jenusalem represents Abraham, Jacob, Moses and
Jesus, while Macca represents Abraham and Muhammad who is a
descendant of Abraham. Since Islam is God's religion that He has
chosen for mankind, Muslims are the guardians of all religions and
are charged with safeguarding the freedom and liberties of everyone,
Muslims and non-Muslims alike.

4- The five daily prayers were ordained at this time. During prayer we
move towards Allah similar to the ascension of prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) to the heavens. We become close to Cod, ready to receive
His guidance and mercy.

Hijra (lmmigration to Madina)

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), after he received God's divine revelation at
age 40, stayed in Macca for 13 years inviting people to God. Few believed
in him as Cod's messenger or in his message. The situation became worse
after both his uncle and wife died and he lost their support. Ooraish
resistance intensified and Muhammad (PBUH) and his family and clan had
to retreat to the hills outside Macca as they were boycotted by Ooraish. It
was a very diffcult time indeed both for prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and
for the Muslims.

An Arab delegation came from Yathrib to visit Macca and to meet with
Muhammad (PBUH). There were two major Arab tribes in Yathrib
competing and fighting each other, and there were three Jewish tribes. The
delegation hoped Muhammad may be able to seTtle their differences and
stop the fighting. A second delegation came and a pledge or agreement was
reached in which the people from Yathrib pledged their support and
protection to Muhammad if he came to their city. Muhammad (PBH) sent
some of his companions to teach the people in Yathrib the Our'an and
Islam. lslam spread rapidly in Yathrib. Muslims found a base and Muslims
who were oppressed in Macca began to immigrate to their new found home.
The prophet (PBUH) and Abou Bakr, his closest and most trusted friend and
advisor were the last to leave Macca. He was forced to leave his home and
where he was bom and to go a new place. But it was the will of Allah.
Yathrib now became the city of Allah's prophet or shortly "Madina".
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There are several lessons that we can learn from this Hijra
1- [fwe are unable to practice our religion freely in one place, we must

immigrate and move to another place where we are safe and not
oppressed. If we do not do that we are then sinful as the Our'an
describes:

 ف منتضغين ا قالوا شت يم فالوا ألفيهم ظالمى التتبكة تؤئهم ألبين {إن
 جهم مأوهخ فأزلتك فهجا فاجزوا تيسغة أه أتن تن أتم فائزا أزي

±4 مصيرا وسما:ت
When angels take the souls of those who die in sin against their souls, they
say: "In what (plight) were ye?" They reply: "Weak and oppressed were we
in the earth." They say: "Was not the earth of Allah spacious enough for you
to move yourselves away (from eviD)?" Such men will find tleir abode in
Hell, what an evil refuge!

An-Nesa'a 4:97

The earth is spacious and we can move from one place to another:

»4 ج قاغثدوين فرئى قيعة أزضى إن ;املوا الذين «يعادى
O My servants who believe! truly, spacious is My Earth: therefore serve ye

Me, (and Me alone)!
Al-Ankabut 29 : 56

 وأتن ختنة الذنا قيه ق أختنوا يلنيين وتكز أتفوا :اموا لذين بعاد فن و

45 جتار يغتر أخرهم آلكيرون يوق إئما وؤيغة آلله
Say: "O ye My servants who believe! fear your Lord. Good is (the reward)

for those who do good in this world. Spacious is Allah's earth! those who
patiently persevere will tnuly receive a reward without measure!"

Az-Zmar 39:10

2- It is difficult to leave one's home and family, but we must if it means
obeying Allah and safeguarding our convictions. The wider meaning
of Hijra is to migrate or avoid that which is wrong and which God
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has made unlawful and forbidden. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
said:
(The Muslim is the person who others fear no ham from his tongue
or hand; and the believer is the person who leaves and avoids what
Allah has made forbidden) Bokhari.

3- Allah's prophets set the example for they did leave their home and
immigrate to a new place when it became obvious that their own
people were not listening to them or responding to God's call.
Prophet Noah was told by God to build the arc and not worry about
his people and their rejection:

 أله ثح إل «وأرجت
4 ج يفغلو &توا

It was revealed to Noah! "None of thy People will believe except those who
have believed already! so gnieve no longer over their (evil) deeds.

Hud 11:36

±» تزفون إهم ظلثزاً ألبين ق حطني ذلا ووخينا بأغيا اتفلك «واضع
"But constnuct an Ark under Our eyes and Our inspiration, and address Me

no (further) on behalf of those who are in sin: for they are about to be
overwhelmed (in the Flood)."

HUD 11:37

Prophet Abraham also immigrated from lraq to Palestine:

4 اج الأنفين قتلتهم فذا بم «فأزاذوا
(This failing), they then sought a stratagem against him, but We made them

the ones most humiliated!
As-Saffa 3:98

4 م±: سهو تى إلآ ذاهث إى ققا«
He said: "I will go to my Lord! He will surely guide me!

As-Saffat 37 .99
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 أفكن» أتغرز هز رئ تن مهاجزإلآ إلى وقان تو له كثامن {ه
But Lut had faith in him: he said: "] will leave home for the sake of my

Lord: for Heis Exalted in Might, and Wise."
Al-Ankabt 29 :26

» للعلعت فا برفنا آلى آلأزض إن وثرًا «ذجيتة
But We delivered him and (his nephew) Lut (and directed them) to the land

which We have blessed for the nations.
Al-Anbia'a21:71

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) immigrated from Macca:

 و هتا إذ آثي ثاو كقزوا ألين أزجة إذ ألقة نضرة ففذ كنضرة {إلآ
 وأئذة، عليه تجيتتة. أنقة فأون تقتا أقة إ تقز لا يضجي يفون إذ الغار

 ألغتا م- ألله وكلفة الشفق كقزوا أي كلفة ذخعل تزنا كز بجلود
»4٤ خميلا غريز وأنله

[f ye help not (your Leader), (it is no matter): for Allah did indeed help
him, when the Unbelievers drove him out: he had no more than one
companion: they two were in the Cave, and he said to his companion, "Have
no fear for Allah is with us": then Allah sent down His peace upon him, and
strengthened him with forces which ye saw not, and humbled to the depths
the word of the Unbelievers. But the word of Allah is exalted to the heights:
for Allah is Exalted in might, Wise.

At-Tawba 9 :40

How did prophet Muhammad (PBUH) solve the problems in Madina?
There were several pressing issues in Madinah that required immediate
attention, and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in his wisdom set to approach
and solve these problems:

1- The feud and war among the two contending Arab tribes in
Madinah.
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2- The Jews controlled the economic life of Madinah and were
apprehensive about their freedom and concemed about the new force
threatening their influence

3- The massive immigration from Macca placed enomous strain on the
economic and social fabric of society

4- The threat of Ouraish persists.
5- Muslims must leam their religion and Da'wa must continue

Muslim brotherhood

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) established a bond between Muslims, so that
one Muslim from Madinah would take another Muslim from Macca as his
brother. He would help him and support him, till he is able to be self­
sufficient. This new approach shitted and relieved the economic strain from
the state to individuals, and strengthened the bond of faith and love among
the Muslims. They were no longer Ansar (onginal residents in Madina who
helped their brothers coming to their city) and Muhajereen (immigrants
from Macca seeking shelter and freedom), they were brothers one to
another, united in their faith and belief to God and in their obedience to
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as Cod's messenger and now the head of the
Muslim state. History tells us of many examples of self-denial as Muslims
prefered their brothers over themselves. This attitude transfomed the
community as they became one unit pursuing one dream and living their
faith.

The Our'an praises the character and behavior of both the Ansar and
Muhajereen and how they serve as models for all people of faith;

 أشه ين فضلا تنتفون لهز وأمو ديرهم من أخرجوا آليين ألمهجرين للقز، م

 ±ي آلضيفون هم أزتا تزموأة، ألة وتسرون قرضؤكا
(Some part is due) to the indigent Muhajirs, those who were expelled from

their homes and their property, while seeking Orace from Allah and (His)
Cood Pleasure, and aiding Allah and His Messenger: such are indeed the
sincere ones;

Al-Hashr 59:8
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 فى تجذون ولا إلتهم قاج من تحثون قلعز من والإيتنن الذاز تتبؤ:و والذين و

 يوق قن خضاضة يم ان ولز أنفيهم علكن وثؤئزوت أرثوا مئا حاجة طذورهم

45 ألثفلخو مم ثأزتتب تفيه شخ
But those who, before them, had homes (in Medina) and had adopted the
Faith, show their affection to such as came to them for refuge, and entertain
no desire in their hearts for things given to the (latter), but give them
preference over themselves, even though poverty was their (own lot). And
those saved fiom the covetousness of their own souls; they are the ones that
achieve prosperity.

Al-Hashr 59:9

The Mosque is the focal point of activity
Muslims gathered in the mosque five times each day to pray and to know
one another. They addressed important issues, solved problems and planned
for the future. Their leader and source of inspiration was Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). They looked at him as God's messenger therefore
they obeyed his orders with n hesitation. He also was their example to
follow in his character and behavior. He gave them courage and hope and
the Our'an came down guiding their footsteps and renewing their faith. Al]
major decisions started from the mosque.
If one of the Muslims did not attend the prayers, he was missed and others
would look for him and find out if he needed help. The poor and needy got
immediate help and a sense of belonging pemeated the whole community.
The Our'an describes Muslims as one brotherhood and stresses their
obligation of solving their disputes promising God's mercy :

 ج،» ثزون تأز أة واثثوا أخز ت قأضيخرا إخوة الثؤيثرن وإئنا
The Believers are but a single Brotherhood: so make peace and
reconciliation between your two (contending) brothers; and fear Allah, that
ye may receive Mercy.

Al-Hujerat 49 :10
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Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) stressed this close relationship and bond when
he said:
(The example of the believers in their kindness, love and mercy towards
each other is that of one body, when one organ in that body gets sick, the
rest ofthe body feels for it by exhibiting fever and staying awake at night)
Bokhari & Muslim

What we leam today is that our mosques and lslamic centers should be alive
with activity, and should be a place where Muslims come to make friends
and know one another and help each other. Prayer is an important activity
and is obligatory on Muslims, but the bond and relationship that develops
from attending the mosque regularly is as important as the five daily
prayers. It is not how fancy the place is, but how active it is, and has it
fostered closeness and love among its members, and do they talk to each
other and plan ahead for the benefit and future of their community.

Pact of non-aggression and cooperation between Nuslims and Jews

This agreement safeguarded the rights of both Muslims and Jews to live in
peace, to work together and cooperate, and to protect the Muslim state
against its enemies. The properties and possessions of the Jews were
safeguarded and they were able to practice their religion freely and were not
forced to accept Islam against their will. Justice is provided for all and no
one is wronged regardless of his faith. Each person is to contribute to the
safety and welfare of the state and be subject to the law ot' the state, Which
is headed by Muhammad (PBUH).

The Jewish position

lnitially the three Jewish tribes living in Madinah cooperated and respected
the tems of' the pact that they signed. But they were not faithful and began
to plot against the Muslim state. They cast doubt on the authenticity of the
Our' an and worked with the hypocnites in Madinah to disunite the Muslims:

4 ج تغلفون وأشذ الخق وتكثفون يألبطي ألخن تلشو لم الكتب وتتأهل
Ye People of the Book! why do ye clothe Truth with falsehood, and
conceal the Truth, while ye have knowledge?

A١-١mran 3:71
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 زخة :امثوأ ألني عل أن بأثنى :اينوا الكنب أمل ين ظابقة وقالت و

±4 يزجغون لغلهم :اجرة وأمززا اكثهار
A section of the People of the Book say: "Believe in the morning

what is revealed to the Believers, but reject it at the end of the day;
perchance they may (themselves) turn back;

Al-١mran 3: 72

 ما يثل أخذ يؤق أن ألله هتى آلهتى إث فل وينز تيع لتن إلا ثؤيثوا ولا و

 قيغ وألة يقا: من ثؤته ألله يتد الفضل إف فن ويكز عذ يخاخو أز أوتم

»4 عليك
"And believe no one unless he follows your religion." Say: "True

guidance is the guidance of Allah; (fear ye) lest a revelation be sent
to someone (else) Iike unto that which was sent unto you? Or that
those (receiing such revelation) should engage you in argument
before your Lord?" Say: "All bounties are in the hand of Allah: He
granteth them to whom He pleaseth: and Allah careth for all, and He
knoweth all things."

A/-lmran 3: 73
Then they plotted with Muslim enemies like the unbelievers in Ouraish
encouraging them to fight the Muslims and promised to support them.
Finally they declared their hatred and fought the Muslims.

Comments about the position of some Muslims regarding the Jews
Some Muslims read the Our'an and look at some Our' anic verses that
criticize the behavior of the Jews at the time of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and reach the conclusion that Islam and the Muslims are anti­
Jewish. They fail to understand the historical circumstances and the struggle
of the Muslims and the Muslim state in Madinah and they take the Our'anic
verses out of context. Islam and the Our'an are not against the Jews or the
Jewish religion or any other religion, since tre Judaism came from Allah,
the One and Only God. The teachings of Moses are similar to the teachings
of Muhammad (PBUH).
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 فاذوا لي.ين أعلنوا ألين أليكر( قكم وثرة هذى فها النزوية أنزتا «إث

 تخقؤا فلا ثهجذآ: غليه زكاثوأ آلله كتب من أشثخؤظوأ بما والأخباز وآكزئيكون

 فأزلتك أشة أزن بما غم لز زمى قيلاً تمكا بنائبتى تفزا ولا وآخفؤ ألكان

4± الخيرون هثم
lt was We who revealed the Law (to Moses): therein was guidance

and light. By its standard have been judged the Jews, by the
Prophets who bowed (as in lslam) to Allah's Will, by the Rabbis and
the Doctors of Law: for to them was entrusted the protection of
Allah's Book, and they were witnesses thereto: therefore fear not
men, but fear Me, and sell not My Signs for a miserable price. If any
do fail to judge by (the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no
better than) Unbelievers.

Al-Maeda 5:44

The Our'an tells us to treat everyone with kindness and justice unless they
are open enemies. The Our'an also tells us that no person carries the burden
of another person:

 وزة وازرة تزلا ولا غلها يضل فإننا ضن ومن لتقييدً يجدى قإئفا آهتى ومي

 ج،» تملوً تبعث خؤ شغييينق ا وا أخزى
Who receiveth guidance, receiveth it for his own benefit: who goeth

astray doth so to his own loss: no bearer of burdens can bear the
burden of another: nor would We visit with Our Wrath until We had
sent a Messenger (to give waming).

A/-lsra'a 17:15

ln other words, current day Jews share no blame for any wrong-doing their
forefathers may have done. We treat each person according to his behavior
and not based on his ancestry or religious faith. The Our'an praises the
children of lsrael because at one time they were the best of people for they
were righteous and patiently persevered:
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44٤ د توقون بغايتنا زكائوأ ضبواً نثا بأزنا أيمةيجذو يتهم «وختلتا
And We appointed, from among them, Leaders, giving guidance
under Our Command, so long as they persevered with patience and
continued to have faith in Our Signs.

As-Sajda 32: 24

 وتجعهم أبئة تخلهم الأني و أتضيفوا أي عل تفق أن «قزيذ

4 ،٤ آلؤرئت
And We wished to be gracious to those who were being depressed
on the land, to make them leaders (in faith) and make them heirs,

A/-Casas 28:5

lt is only when the Jews rejected the messengers of God and left the
teachings of Moses and broke their covenant did God become angry
with them:

 عن الكية ختزثور قينة قلوبهم وجتا لغتهم تيشنقهم نفضهم «فينا

 قبيلا إلا يتهج خابئة عن تظلع تزان ولا يو فزوا ما خكا قشوا مواضعه،

»4٤ المخيرت أة إة وآضفخ عجز فاغف تتجر
But because of their breach of their Covenant, We cursed them, and

made their hearts grow hard: they change the words from their (right)
places and forget a good part of the Message that was sent them,
nor wilt thou cease to find them - barring a few - ever bent on (new)
deceits: but forgive them, and overlook (their misdeeds): for Allah
loveth those who are kind.

Al-Maeda 5: 13

 مزية آني وعمتى ذاو.ذ لتان علل إلاءيل تي- من كقزوا الذين لر و

44٤ ل يتقو وكالوا عضوا بما ذلك
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Curses were pronounced on those among the Children of lsrael who
rejected Faith, by the tongue of David and of Jesus, the son of Mary,
because they disobeyed and persisted in Excesses.

A/-Maeda 5:78

Many Muslims fail to understand these concepts because they do not
read the Cur'an carefully, or study its verses and reflect on its
concepts. Many Muslims get their guidance from religious leaders or
politicians who may have another motive. Also the opinion of many
Muslims is influenced by the situation in Palestine and lsrael. Many
Muslims as well have not come in contact with Jews and do not know
that many Jews are hard working, honest people who only want
peace and justice for themselves and for others. It is only through
human contact and interaction that we shed our prejudices and bias
and we treat other people as human beings, not different from us
with hopes and fears similar to our Own.

What does Muhammad (PBUH) represent to Muslims?
1- Muhammad (PBUH) is God's messenger and prophet
2- Muhammad (PBUH) is an example to follow in his character

and behavior
3- Muslims do not worship Muhammad (PBUH). Muslims worship

the One and Only God
4- Muhammad is human, he was born and he died. As a human

being he has likes and dislikes. He may have made minor
errors in judgment, but God corrects His prophet's conclusion
if it is not accurate

5- We cannot understand nor live our life as Muslims unless we
follow the Sunnah (tradition) of prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

Muhammad (PBUH) as God's messenger

The Qur'an was inspired to prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and he was
ordered to deliver God's message:
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 راتقً بلقت فنا نفن كز وإن تتنا ين إلبك أون ما تلغ كمون بأه& +ه

4 جه الخفرين أتقزم تهجيى لا ألة إن ألثاس ين يغهئد وألة
O Apostle! proclaim the (Message) which hath been sent to thee

from thy Lord. If thou didst not, thou wouldst not have fulfilled and
proclaimed His Mission. And Allah will defend thee from men (who
mean mischief). For Allah guideth not those who reject Faith.

A/-Maeda 67

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also explained the Gur'an

 ولعلهم إلهة تزن ما للكاس لثتي ألذز إليك وأنزلنا والزير بأليتي«

 له» تتفزر
(We sent them) with Clear Signs and Scriptures and We have sent

down unto thee (also) the Message; that thou mayest explain clearly
to men what is sent for them, and that they may give thought.

An-ahl 16: 44

Muslims are obligated to obey Muhammad (PBUH) as God's
messenger

 يقولوا أن بيتهم لتخز تزشوله، آتله إلى ذغوا إذا الثؤيين قزل6 إثما«

»4 ج اتنفيخون هثم وأزليك وأقغتاً سيغا
The answer of the Believers, when summoned to Allah and His
Messenger, in order that he may judge between them, is no other
than this: they say, "We hear and we obey": it is such as these that
will attain felicity.

An-Nur 24:51

Obeying God's messenger is a criterion of belief and shows
how much we love God and are willing to follow His orders

220



 أنفيهم ق يجذوا لا ثم بيتهز شجر فيما يخكثوذ ختؤ يؤمثور لا وزيك وقلا

»٤; تتليثا ويسلموا قضيت بما خزا
But no, by thy Lord, they can have no (real) Faith, until they make

thee judge in all disputes between them, and find in their souls no
resistance against thy decisions, but accept them with the fullest
conviction.

An-Nesa'a 4: 65

 ى تزغم قرن يخنزً الأز وأني أ#شون وأطنوا ألقة أطغوا :اموا ألنيرين وينأ(

 وأختن خز ذيق الأجرً والتزم باشه ثؤيثون كيز إن وآك{شول أنله إلى قذوة تن،

 ي= تأويلا
١ -ب-·-

0 ye who believe! obey Allah, and obey the Messenger, and those
charged with authority among you. If ye differ in anythin among
yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if ye do believe in
Allah and the Last Day: that is best, and most suitable for final
detemination.

An-Nesa'a 4: 59

 غفوة وائلة ذئونغ" نز زيني اقة بخبكم تائبثونى ألة تجثون كثة إن فن و

 ذجي±،»
Say: "If ye do love Allah, follow me: Allah will love you and forgive

you your sins; for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."
Al-١mran 3: 31

Muhammad (PBUH) is an example to follow in his character and
behavior

God praised the character and morals of prophet Muhammad
(PBUH):
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44 عطير خلق لعن «قإ
And thou (standest) on an exalted standard of character.

A/-Calam 68 -4

God also told us to follow the example of His Prophet:

 ولأكز الأخز والتزم ألة يزلجوا كان تمن ختنة أشوة أله تمول ف لكم &ن ولفذ

 ج،» كيرا أله
Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern (of
conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and
who engages much in the praise of Allah.

AH-Ahzab 33:21

We will discuss some of the Prophet's characteristics:
His kindness and gentle nature
lt is the mercy of AIlah that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was kind
and gentle in nature, not harsh or severe. His companions loved him
and were close to him;

 خزيك ين لأنفشوا القتب غيظ قش شت وقز تهز بنت تله ين تختز «قينا

 ته إن أقةً غى فتن عزمت فرذا ألأزر ى تفارزمخ لثة وانتففز غهخ فاغا

 ج» ألنتؤكلين غ
lt is part of the Mercy of Allah that thou dost deal gently with them.

Wert thou severe or harsh-hearted, they would have broken away
from about thee: so pass over (their faults), and ask for (Allah's)
forgiveness for them; and consult them in affairs (of moment). Then,
when thou hast taken a decision, put thy trust in AIlah. For Allah
loves those who put their trust (in Him).

AH-lmran 3: 159
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His caring and desire to guide to the way of Allah

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) cared deeply about his people and
wanted them to be guided to the truth. He was distressed by their
rejection because he did not want them to suffer God's punishment:

 غليكم خريص عنة ما عليه عزيز أنفيكم من زشول جأ:كم لقذ و

4 ا±- زجث ز:وف بألثؤمي
Now hath come unto you a Messenger from amongst yourselves: it

grieves him that ye should perish: ardently anxious is he over you: to
the Believers is he most kind and merciful.

At-Tawba 9: 128

His truthfulness, integrity and trustworthiness

Before he became a prophet, the people of Macca knew Muhammad
as a person who never lied, kept his promises and was trustworthy.
Though they did not believe in him as God's messenger, they trusted
him and kept their valuables with him for safe-keeping.
Prophet Muhammad wamed Muslims against hypocrisy and said:
(The signs of a hypocrite are three: If he talks, he lies; if he promises,
he does not keep his promise; and when he is trusted, he is not
faithful to his trust) Bokhari & Muslim.

His humility
He never elevated himself above his companions and did not
become arrogant. He sat with them, listened to them and sought their
counsel. He said: (Do not glorify me like the Christians glorified Jesus
the son of Mary, but say "God's messenger and servant ")

His tolerance and ability to forgive

He harbored no ill feelings in his heart for any one, and was patient
and tolerant. He did not get angry or seek revenge, rather he was
able to overlook the mistakes of others and to forgive them:
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4 ا±، جييم عن وأغرز يأتغزف وآز ،لغفو وعمن
Hold to forgiveness; command what is right; but turn away from the

ignorant.
A/-Araf 7: 199

His sound judgment and wisdom

God revealed to him rules and laws and trusted his judgment. Rarely,
did God have to correct the judgment of His Prophet. How he
devised a plan to solve the problems in Madinah, and how he dealt
with the hypocrites is a testimony to his wisdom and keen judgment.
He knew that the hypocrites did not believe and wanted to cause
division and spread rumors.
He said :(I will not kill them, and let be said that Muhammad is killing
His companions)
His eloquence and ability to communicate

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) used clear words and short sentences
and was logical and to he point. Every one understood him. He often
repeated his words to make sure the listener understood. Examples
of some of his sayings are the following:

(A strong person is not the one who is strong physically, but he is
the one who is able to control his anger) Termedhi
This saying illustrates the importance of self-discipline and of
controlling our anger.
(Fear Allah and be conscious of Him at all times; follow a bad deed
with a good deed, it will wipe it out; and live with others exhibiting
good and noble character) Abou Dawood
If we understand that we are accountable to God, we will watch our
behavior and avoid sin or doing wrong. lf we make mistakes we then
must hasten to do good, for our good deeds will cancel our bad
deeds. Everyone loves a person who has a noble character.

(May Allah have mercy on His servant, who when he talks says
something good, and he therefore gains. If he has nothing good to
say, he keeps quiet and is therefore safe) Muslim
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We leam to control our tongues and speak only when we have
something good to say.

His patience, perseverance, determination and commitment

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) exhibited patience throughout his life.
He lost his parents as a child. All his children, except Fatima
predeceased him. He taught us to say when faced with adversity:
(We belong to Allah, and to Him we shall return. O Allah help me in
my loss and provide for me better than what l lost) The prophet
(PBUH) said: If you say this Du'a , Allah will respond to you).

The prophet was rejected and abused in Macca and they called him
names. He continued inviting to God for 13 years and never wavered
or deviated from his mission.

He was able to control his desires and was not concerned with the
material things in life. The Cur'an told us to place our priorities
correctly and not be too preoccupied with the glitter of this worldly
life:

 زلا زخهة بريذون والعي بالقوة نئهم تتغو الذين مع تفتس واضير ة

 ذزنا عن قنة أغقلا من تطغ ولا ألذنتاً ألخيزو زينة تزيا عنهم عناة تغذ
9٦٠ ه١ ه  ه£ ثثا أتز: ذ& قولة وكع

And keep thy soul content with those wlo call on their Lord moming and
evening, seeking His Face; and let not thine eyes pass beyond them, seeking
the pomp and glitter of this Life; nor obey any whose hcart We have
pemmitted to neglect the remembrance of Us, one who follows his own
desires, whose case has gone beyond all bounds.

AH-Kahf 18 :28

His justice

He was just in all his affairs, even with his enemies. He did not favor
the rich over the poor, or a noble man over a common man. He said:
(You come to me to judge beteen you. Some of you may be more
eloquent and more effective in presenting his case. If judge ا in favor
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of someone and he has wronged his brother, then what he gets is
only a piece of Hell Fire) Bokhari

He warned against injustice and said:
(Protect yourselves from the prayer of those you wronged, for such a
prayer is carried over the clouds and the gates of Heaven are
opened to it, and Allah says: "With My might I will come to your aid, if
not now, then after a while) Bokhari & Muslim

His worship

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was devoted to Allah and worshipped
frequently. He used to stand up in prayer for hours at night. He found
peace and comfort in prayer. Allah described the prayer of His
messenger:

±44 آللأجيم الغزيز عى وتؤكل ة اودتي ا ب٠٣ م م٣٣
And put thy trust on the Exalted in Might, the Merciful,

Ash-Shura'a 26:217
±44 تقوم جين يرنك وآليى >ة م بو•

Who seeth thee standing forth (in prayer),
Ash-Shura'a 26:218

»4ج الشدجدين ف «وتقلبك
And thy movements among those who prostrate themselves.

Ash-Shura'a 26:219

 العليا» الشيع هز «إلة
For it is He Who heareth and knoweth all things.

Ash-Shura'a 26 : 220

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) taught us to pray not only the obligatory
prayers, but to offer additional optional prayers. He also stressed the
importance of night prayers.

He used to tum to God frequently seeking His forgiveness. He said:
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(By Allah, I seek Allah's forgiveness and tum to Him in repentance, every
day 70 times) Bokhari

Comment on the Prophets character

Some people possess one or more of these noble characters. What is unusual
and extremely rare is to find a person who embodies all of these
charactenistics. To be kind, forgiving, caring, patient, committed, yet at the
same time wise, eloquent, decisive, effective, just and a visionary. Proplet
Muhammad (PBUH) was the best that a human being could hope for or
aspire to. He was taught by Cod to be an example for ahl mankind. A leader
can leam from his example in how he led a nation. A teacher can leam from
his example how he taught and groomed many to become the leaders for
generations to come. A father and a husband can leam from his example
how to behave with his family, how to care for them, love them and give his
family direction, goal and a sense of responsibility. A common man can
leam humility, patience and sincenity. A scholar can lear critical thinking,
wisdom and humility. A chantable person can learn the beauty of giving and
sharing. A worshiper can leam devotion, total submission and dedication to
God.
As we study the life story of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) we leam from his
character, behavior and stand on issues, and how he tackled and solved
problems. Muhammad (PBUH) is dead, but his teachings and his examnple
are alive and continue to inspire generations after generation. That is why
God described him as a mercy to the worlds:

± تغليت زخة إلا أز وقما
We sent thee not, but as a mercy for all creatures.

Al-Anbia'a 21:107

 مج ج ج
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