lamb

L 1

labour
a labout of love 4 LLST s L2 fas
e.g. He prefers to paint the house himself.
It’s a real labour of love.
ladder
at the top of the ladder

ks 55 o 3
e.g. He’s at the top of the ladder aftera
long and successful career.
opposite at the bottom of the ladder

N U S S P )

e.g. She started at the bottom of the
ladder, but was rapidly promoted.
lady
lady Bountiful
(Gl promdl Janis) Lga Sy s sy S b
e.g. I've got a lot of clothes that they might
make use of but I'm wortied they might see
me as some sort of Lady Bountiful.
Lady Muck L oo el sl (5510l
IS gl e Lalalae coom s
e.g. Look at Lady Muck over thete,
expecting every one to wait on her.
Lady killer
a lady killer
e.g. With his good look and charm, he was
often cast as the lady-killer in films.

lager

ﬁl....?jj

NP Y ISP S
e.g. They ended up in some cheap holiday

a lager lout

resort that was full of British lager louts.
lah-di-dah (35 )
s WSy il sV o Juabl Ll aisl

(85 o) (oo e il o
la-di-da (p on)
e.g. No one really liked her in the village.
They all thought she was a bit lah-di-dah.
laid-back
gl ol = sl e Jbpilo o jass
e.g. I can imagine he’s good to work for.
He seems very laid-back.
laisser-fair
laisser fair
SlegSodd | o5 ps nay el | Jand f il
e.g. The previous government had a
policy of laisser fair, whereas this
government wants a close partnership
with industry.
iV o 3 | S agSad | L) pas Y
e.g. Thete are no effective laws to protect
women from abusive husbands. An attitude
of laisser-fair prevails.
lake
Go jump in a/the lake oF e
(der ot o) | i py] o s
e.g. The guy just wouldn’t leave us alone,
5o finally I told him to jump in the lake.
lam
on the lam
b gb i il 0spp = (pdod | 00) g s 0
e.g. He finally gave himself up to the
police after 12 years on the lam.
lamb
like a lamb to the slaughter |laxJlS Gus 7
S5 093 i | il 4+ sipp s —
e.g. A great number of this country’s
young men went off to war in the 1940’s
like lambs to the slaughter.
like alamb lus| i Lo)las 093 = s 3g
e.g. I thought I was going to drag her



lame

last

screaming to school but when the time

came she went like 2 lamb.
lame
alame duck A Ul b Lunde ol jasnd

e laad) Lages JS by
e.g. In less than two years, it was trans-
formed from a state-owned lame duck into
a successful company.
land
the land of milk and honey
|5, ) e o) p =Y
e.g. People in poorer parts of the world
still look on the states as the land of milk
and honey.
be in the land of nod
(88 oons) p5 U b
e.g. Joe's in the land of nod at last.
be in the land of the living
ha Jl>-
c.g. She was partying till the early hours so
1 don’t imagine she’ll be in the land of the
living before lunchtime.
find out/see how the land lies
SIS pbdl )3 5901 (5 ome B as
e.g. I thought I'd better call my mother
and see how the land lies before inviting
myself home for the weekend.
the lie of the land i gal | di i
the lay of the land
e.g. It’s always a good idea to find out the
ke of the Jand before applying to a company
land - office
do a land - office business
(e eoni) Wl ps Sl BT 2
c.g. They only set up the company eight
months ago and they’re doing a land-office

business.

lap
be in the lap of the gods
Bl e sl W LY - dllgle b
e.g. Ive sent in my application form and
I've sorted out my references so it’s in the
lap of the gods now.
drop/fall into your lap
o W o (355) ade 2
c.g. You can’t expect the ideal job to just
fall into your lap-you've to go out there and
look for it.
in the lap of luxury o 1 Iy i) L3
e.g. They live in the lap of luxury in a huge
great house in the south of France.
lard-arse
a lard-arse (u,.«,al;)u:g..ua.:.
e.g. You could do with a bit of exercise
yourself lard-arse! Your brother’s a bit of a
lard-arse, 1sn’t he?
large
by and large (] FS
e.g. The films they show are by and large,
American imports.
loom large it AR (i Js
a5, = Lo a3 I3y iy

e.g. The threat of unemployment looms

large in these people’s lives.
last
last but not least Bl STy Y1

(T s Fob T o5 Y1

e.g. This is Jermy, this 1s Kath, and last but
not least, this is Artie.
a last hurrah des Sapgir b T
c.g. At 31 he knows this tournament may
be his last hurrah.
the last gasp

(ol o) -Vl 5151 o)) 3



last-ditch

laughing

e.g. This period witnessed the decline and
last gasp of the British Empite.
the last of the big spenders

(oS6) Jsudl g 2l
e.g. Just an orange juice and some peanuts;
please. The last of the big spendets!
Cgall g0
e.g. It looks as if her grand father’s on his
e | opa g0l | Elyma O4S, Y
e.g. I'd just done fifteen miles and I was

be on your last legs
last legs now.

on my last legs.
be on its last legs
Pl o Ll plT T 33T
e.g. We've had the same vacuum cleaner
for twenty years now and it’s on its last legs.
be the last word in sth 46 43 10 ¢ & oy |
e.g. It’s a nice enough restaurant and it’s
very reasonably priced but it’s not exactly
the last word in style.
have heard/seen the last of sb/sth
olis,e T
e.g. He’s a very unpleasant man. I sincerely
hope we’ve seen the last of him.
have the last laugh
ST 8oy 5Ty o0
e.g. They fired her last year but she had
the last Jaugh because she was taken on by
their main rivals at twice the salary.
last-ditch Uylowe > T
e.g. The UN is trying to secure talks between
the two sides in a last-ditch effort to avert war.
latchkey
alatchkey child/kid =~ JjaJl § s Jib
Jadi G eV pad 1k
¢.g- My dad came home at seven in the
evening and my mom only an hour eatlier

so I was a latchkey kid.

late

late in the day PV e ol
e.g. It seems rather late in the day to
announce that diet dnnks might cause cancer.
lather

st e Gy Ko ,e 0SS
e.g. She was in a real lather when I left

be in a lather

this moming because she couldn’t find
the tickets.
laugh
be a laugh a minute
(LU 3 Jann) Clny Bonas 0055
e.g. You know what Mark’s like. He’s not
exactly a laugh a minute.
Don’t make me laugh
1l Gty o g o ¥
e.g. "You never know, Pete might help
out." "Pete? help out? Don’t make me
laugh!"
laughing
a laughing stock
e pr ol | 2t i () Zeme
e.g. I can’t cycle around on that old thing!
I'll be the laughing stock of the neighborhood.
be laughing all the way to the bank
o o b s gy Jbo o 2l guasd Sl
e.g. If we don’t take this opportunity, you
can be sure our competitors will and they’ll
be laughing all the way to the bank.
be laughing out of the other side of
your face /mouth
Ul a3 iz ¢ O30 J el i
e.g. You'll be laughing out of the other
side of your face if you fail your exams.
be laughing up your sleeve
(YT PR Y N
e.g. He persuaded people to believe in him



laughter leading
and all the time he was laughing up his company procedures, but then, he’s a law
sleeve at them. unto himself.

be no laughing matter lay down the law

Usallileds s olr ¢ 900
e.g. Haemorrhoids are very funny when
other people have them, but if you get
them yourself it’s no laughing matter.
laughter
laughter is the best medicine

sl9 u"’i Sl

e.g. A visit from Camille makes me feel
better. She’s so hilasious. It’s like they say,

laughter’s the best medicine.
laundry
alaundry list a1l Joa il g Lsls

e.g. It wasn’t much of a speech. Just a
laundry list of accusations against the
government.
laurels
look to your laurels
L EN Y PR RCUEERP B Py~ TR
¢.g. Nowadays there are a number of nival
products on the market and the older,
established companies are having to look to
their laurels.
rest on your laurcls
- gab LBy, - LI .)la_ugllabu:.:q
©.g. Just because you passed all your exams,
that’s no reason to rest on your laurels.
law
the law of the jungle H P
c.g. I was brought up on the streets where
the law of the jungle applies, so I soon
leamt how to look afier myself.
be a law unto yourself gl yaset
- 03 iay 4] pllis o ¢ Ol S, 1093 gee
e.g. Charles doesn’t stick to the standard

ot I e lad 5l 1093 ilgdl | s sl g 2
e.g. I'm not going to have someone come
into this office and start laying down the law.
take the law into your hands .4y 4i> 351,
e.g. One day, after years of violent abuse
from her husband, she decided to take the
law into her own hands.
there’s no law against sth

dasi bop o Ol sy ¥
e.g. Have you been shopping again? What
if I have? There’s no law against spending
money.
lay
lay it on thick (S JYL) el dl
lay it on with a trowel
¢.g. He'd injured his hand slightly but he was
laying it on 2 bit thick about how painful it was.
lead
go down like a lead balloon

Jod ¢ Ay 0y Sl 8 3 o puaiy

c.g. My joke about the alcoholic went
down like a lead balloon.
put lead in your pencil

Lamiad | Jo 15,05 o0 Lo
¢.g. You should eat a few oysters. That’ll
put some lead in your pencil.

swing the lead Joall oo izt o alb allicy
c.g. And is she genuinely ill or is she just
swinging the lead?
leading
a leading light P PFAY s A

. Lcuiae dhiis — Dahaize of 25 gares
e.g. A leading light in the art and ballet wodd,

he was a close friend of Princess Diana.



leaf

228 leg

leaf
shake like a leaf Gyl o dai ) o Jaizy
P 5y J20 duaand |
e.g. I saw her just before her talk and she
was shaking like a leaf.
take a leaf out of sb’s book
Gl Y adany o iliy
e.g. May be I should take a leaf out of
Robert’s book and statt coming in at ten
every morming.
league
be out of sb’s league
b gases (s imn 38
e.g. He was so good-looking and so
popular that I felt he was out of my league.
leak
take a leak (L3 4w ale) Sy
e.g. I'll be back in a moment. I've got to
take a leak.
leaps
by/in leaps and bounds
[ir ds oy = Ane by 3y poiny
e.g. Leaders of the organization say their
membership is growing by leaps and bounds.
leash
have/keep sb on a short/tight leash
wasd ploy ey
e.g. He doesn’t go out with the lads so
much these days. Michelle keeps him on a
tight leash.
least
least said, soonest mended b Lls
o] 3 Gl o ¢ e o St 55 0 US|
e.g. I've always thought it best not to dwell
on grievances too long-Least said, soonest
mended.

take the line/path of least resistance

Jad 1 ol | s 2o an J5Y1 5l 35
e.g. You could always take the line of least
resistance and go with the majority vote.
left
the left hand doesn’t know what the
right hand is doing

lo&h;.arl...iio,gdlad‘“ # g 5 4 LS

e.g. I was sent the same letter from two
different departments. I get the feeling the
left hand doesn’t know what the right hand

is doing. Ll 8 ee
be left hanging (in the aitr/in midair)
W Jrady o 3las f 9090

e.g. We failed to resolve the issue at the
last meeting and it was left hanging in the air.
be left holding the baby
be left holding the bag

Lo p Ll 5T b ) il ) el | 0Ll i
e.g. He abandoned the project after a year
because he felt that it was going to fail and
I was left holding the baby.
be out in left field  (Lale) Glases 0,5, A
e.g. They’re out in left field, blaming you
for this fiasco.

ot 31 e likiseay L;,cu,i- .Y

e.g. She’s kind of out in left field but she’s
fun.

left, right and centre.

right and left

left and right .| S e 510K 5 3
e.g. They were firing at people left, right
and centre.

leg

break aleg! k!l bl jiedd o plad

(good luck e ¥u) & jad | o Jraa)

e.g. How was the party then? Did you get

getyour leg over



leys

let

your leg over?

givesbalegup 1l - Gyiell Lases 1cls

e.g. It must give you a leg up if you want

to be an actor. and your parents are both in

the profession.

getsbalegup Ui Joi J]&lasy o dos

e.g. If you know people in the company,

you can sometimes get a leg up.

not have a leg to stand on s s ¥
ol o dzmy ¥ = Wi s 4 s

e.g. The problem is, if you don’t have a

witness, you don’t have a leg to stand on.

Lo sipte gaind gl jeas

¢.g. She probably has a leg up on other

have a leg on sb

applicants for the job because she has more
experience.
pull sb’s leg
e.g. Is he really angty with me or do you
think he’s just pulling my leg?

shake a leg! t!"i
¢.g. Come on, shake a leg! The film starts

in 20 minutes.

sl m5lay

showaleg! Al ael
c.g. Show a leg! it’s past 11 o’clock
legs
can talk the legs off an iron pot
PS5 o

¢.g. I dread getting into a conversation
with Gillian. She can talk the legs off an
iron pot.
have legs Y gbsaa) oz diad
c.g. This latest scandal has legs. You'll
probably stll be reading about it in a year’s
time.
lengths
80 to great lengths

igh otz b JSG ¢ Dlhaul ¢ Ay gbiaal

e.g. | went to great lengths to explain the
situation to him, but he still didn’t seem to
understand.
g0 to any length skl Y bu
e.g. Some men will go to any lengths
(= try any method) to disguise the fact that
they’re going bold.
leopard
A leopard can’t/doesn’t change its spots
wlb i s | adaiey ¥ - acdad | iy pdal)
e.g. I doubt very much that marrage will
change Chas for the better. A leopard doesn’t
change its spots.
lesser
the lesser of two evils
2 laghl 2 lads Ol - 2 Y1
e.g. | suppose the democratic candidate as
the lesser of two evils.
lesson
learn yourt lesson
ol b Loy diede G0 51 By b SLials
e.g. I'm never going to mix my drinks
again. I've learnt my lesson.
Lo wilss Cass Ll
e.g. The next time she’s late go without
her. That should teach her 2 lesson.

let

teach sb. a lesson

let yourself go

o ¢l (e O paz
e.g. [t's a party. Let yourself go!

(S 2 glany 025 ¥ .Y

e.g. She’s really let herself go since she split
up with her husband.
let it/things slide 15 g 501 3l05 51,
c.g. We've really let things slide over the
past few months. The accounts are in 2

ternible state.



letter

Lid

letter
the letter of the law O gldll yai — O gl 1is
e.g. There is always the danger that a judge
may follow the letter of the law rather than
its spirit.
to the letter Lol JS' 3 - p gbgallid >~
e.g. I followed the instructions to the letter
but I still couldn’t get it to work.
level
a level playing field
Jole Cisge sl Ay g g2me e
e.g. There are calls for less restrictive laws
in order to allow them to compete on a
level playing field (= in a way that is fair)
with other financial institutions.
be level pegging
oo o §edl mal | g dom |y (g g2
e.g. With three weeks to go to the
election, labour and the Alliance are sull
level pegging.
be on the level ('....u on3) Blaly Gy ¢ el
e.g. You can leave the keys with him. I've
known him for years and you can believe
me when I say he’s on the level.
do your level best
odgr olad Sy ¢ by b Jody
e.g. Tickets are quite hard to come by but
I'll do my level best to get you one.
liberties
take liberties (&gl 3) gl oy .\
e.g. Mary would not let any boy take liberties
with het. o ax 3 94y 0950 jai $ a0 ¥
e.g. Whoever wrote the screenplay for the
film took great liberties with the original

text of the novel.

liberty

take the liberty of doing sth &, ;> Ui juax;
(o rlel) B3l cgtma | 0 03] 090 590l 3
e.g. I took the liberty of reserving us two
seats at the conference. I hope that’s all
right by you.
licence
be a licence to print money
be a license to ptrint money
Sl gl L

e.g. These shopping channels are just a
licence to print money.
lick
give sth a lick and a promise

(8 oo5) e s T ie O3 5 20| il
e.g. I put on my new suit, gave my shoes a
lick and a promise and left the house.
CS)U| KVl u"J""'JirJG'“‘
e.g. Their latest album took a licking from

licking

the critics, but it’s setting well.
lid
blow/take the lid off
lift the lid on sth  yybsaa) is-| [ iy
e.g. In 1989 they started an investigation
that was to blow the lid off corruption in
the police force.
flip your lid (u..iy ,....:) G gimen i A
e.g. I thought he’d finally flipped his lid
when he bought that old helicopter.

842 Cndds Y
e.g. She’ll flip her lid when she finds out
what’s been going on.
keepalidonsth &j ¥ g8 3 Sow
e.g. Economic difficulties continued and
the government intervened to keep a lid on
inflation.
put a lid on it! )l,_..:JI‘,ir)&HOnJ‘,r
e.g. Put a lid on it you two! you've been



lie life
shouting all afternoon. of complete strangers.

put the lid on st J2 Sz | place/put your life in sb’s hands

¢.g- When James resigned that put a lid on o1 sl B il auai
the whole project. e.g. Every time you drive a car you put

lie your life in the hands of other motonists.
give the lie to sth st i8S oo oday | life is just a bowl of chesries sl 5L
c.g. The high incidence of cancer in the e.g. The hotel 1s wondesful and the

region surely gives the lie to official weather too. Life’s just a bowl of cherries.

assurances that the factory is safe.
live a kie
9 b Gilsie 6l Wb o 2 BB L Jm
e.g. Walker, who admitted that he was gay
last year, spoke of the relief he felt at no
longer having to live a lie.
lies
a pack of lies
a tissue of lies b e 3 i
oA gl g daais ol
e.g. The entire account of where she’d
been and the person she’d been with that
night was a tissue of lies.
life
life in the fastlane & g0y el lil>
Al glis ¥ 5
c.g. His was a life in the fast lane parties,
drugs, and a constant stream of glamorous
women.
life in the raw i1, 31 Jbo W Bl lslo |
e.g. Travelling on the cheap exposes you
to local life in the raw.
life is cheap
Sgall o a0 = Sgall e mile Ay Las- il |
c.g. In the aty, gunmen rule the streets
and hife is cheap.
your life is in sb’s hands
g T suil bl
¢.g. When you fly, your life is in the hands

as large as life
as big as life

lar o ly = dasudy damty c OLal] 550
e.g. I looked up from my paper and there
he was, as large as life, Tim Taylor.

be larger than life

be bigger than life li.‘,ia.llyc.b‘,i
e.g. Most characters in his films are some-
what larger than life.

be another/one of life’s great mysteries
i pl = Josat il 3 s aal
e.g. Why people write their names on the
walls of public toilets is one of life’s great
mysteries.
be the life and soul of the party
gt = W sl par il
be the life of the party yoawad | dagJ|
e.g. Give him a few drinks and he’s the life
of the party.
breathe (new) life into sth
il gl o g2 Gy slolm oy
e.g. Breathe new life into a tired old
bathroom wath a coat of brightly coloured
paint in this season’s exciting colouts.
can’t do sth to save your life
il 3LY ol Jandlyp g OF Sy
e.g. I can’t draw to save my life.
can’t for the life of me
BWb 5 2] lin S35i Y



life

light

e.g. [ know I filed it somewhere but I can’t
for the life of me remember where.
depart this life (s pXS) 0l g
e.g. Here lies Henry Stanford, who
departed this life January 13t 1867.
frighten/scare the life out of sb

iy ¢ o850
e.g. She frightened the life out of me,
shouting like that.
ilaJi '..si

e.g. "You're surely not going to stay in and

get a life !

clean the house on a Saturday night-oh,
come on, get a life."
give your life
lay down your life

i 25 o gal o8 v g Slooms s
e.g. Millions of soldiers laid down their
lives for their country in the Great War.
lead/live the life of Riley  islasl> ,iun

6 o IS Laa 5T 3Ls Jae Wystan

e.g: He lived the life of Riley, having
inherited a huge amount of money.
Lzl § ouad L) |

e.g. I can’t get worried over an amount of

life’s too short.

money as small as that. Life’s too short.
(c) TRV U IETR
(1) Jawd) Vg7 )
e.g. Would you kiss him? Not on your life!
put your life on the line
b o o il b o
e.g. Politicians aren’t the ones putting their

Not on your life

lives on the line fighting wars.
risk life and limb

bt e = W el jm B s Jan, i
e.g. These skiers nisk life and imb every
day for the thsill of speed.

see life slad | e O pand Oyl | (295w,

e.g. He’s decided to do a round-the-world
trip, he wants to see life a bit before he
starts university.
set sb up for life
Gl Jgb Jlo oo 4kt o Lases e
e.g. His father died when he was young
and the inhentance set him up for life.
such is life L yoy Lnglows Lot | gn lls
that’s life
e.g. In an ideal world, I'd rather have the
child and the career but it’s not possible.
That’s hfe.
take your life in/into your hands
B3l = o s 4 Jans p 55
e.g. I'm sure this elevator isn’t propetrly
maintained. I feel as though I'm taking my
life into my hands every time I go in.
there’s life in the old dog yet
(250) Sl 2 S b
e.g. I may be 80 but there’s life in the old
dog yet.
This is the life!
(Ll ly Do o 21S) Lot | 2 0n
e.g. Sun, sand and cocktails. This is the life!
life - saver
delay oo ol Lo diized!
onno i go o] dn3l 3 Lases

a life - saver

e.g. When you're stuck in traffic like this, a
mobile phone’s an absolute life-saver.
lifetime
once in a lifetime sl | G50
e.g. Opportunities to play in the cup final
only come once in a lifetime so we’ve got
to make the most of it.
light
light at the end of the tunnel

g A Bl dm bo = [y el an



light dawns

light headed

e.g. Unemployment is stll distag but

analysts assure us there is light at the end
of the tunnel.
light dawns
e.g. Light dawned on me when I heard she

ehle - L pis Sl

knew my mother.
light relief » U ) = s Le Ay i lis- 1))
e.g. A lively argument between the two
main speakers provided a bit of light relief
in an otherwise dull conference.
be as light as a feather
93901 B e )1 Jon b ) i
e.g. I could easily pick you up. You're as
light as a feather.
be light years away from sth
Jeizaad | ahgb Slgn Jla d s 3
e.g. A cure for all kinds of cancer 1s sull
light years away.
be light years away from sth
et | oyt oS amy Jlaa
e.g. Modem computers are light years
away from the huge machines we used in
the seventies.
be the light of sb’s life el ge LLS
Gl 90 sV n,.‘a)l&ﬂ,if"-_‘.ur_.kdl
e.g. My daughter is the light of my life.
be/go out like a light is s ply
c.g. I was out kke a hight after all that fresh air.
bring sth to light L) Oleglas it
(1 31 3556 5 ol e
e.g. When their accounts were examined,
several errors were brought to light.
came to light b
c.g. Several other problems came to light
during the courses of the tnvestigation.
hide your light under a bushel

Jrndlcwmisle pall e dlinlow s

e.g. I didn’t realize you could play the
piano. You've been hiding your light under
a bushel.
in the light of sth
in light of
e.g. In the light of what you’ve just told
me, I can understand why you and David
were fighting.
make light of sth - g apaall sy
s ¢ ke o Lae by S 1O
e.g. You shouldn’t make light of other
people’s fears. '
make light wotk of sth/doing sth
338 Janllip gds
¢.g. You made light work of the chocolate
cake! (= you ate it quickly)
sce the light
i) | ino 58 lodny 590 pmias A
¢.g. Sarah used to have very racist views,
but I think she’s finally seen the light.
sl Lo sl b alize Y1 ol .y
e.g. I hope my book will help others to see
the light.
sce the light (of day) Olall gk
€.g. The archives contain vintage recordings,
some of which have never seen the light of day.
shed/thtow light on sth
i Jasd By 5l 52 o s gl ik
e.g. Thank you for shedding some light on
what is really a very complicated subject.

&G,Jia.hp,.bui

trip the light fantastic (UAS.;) oA
e.g. There I was, tnpping the light fantastic
in a sequinned ballgown.

light headed

be/feel light-headed iy )1y cinally ass
c.g. I feel a bit light-headed. I shouldn’t
have drunk that second glass of wine.



lightning

234 limits

lightning
lightning does not strike twice
d-ly pasnd e e 555 Y s laad]
e.g. I know the crash has scared you, but
lightening doesn’t strike twice.
alightning rod  JS Gylasw ;2 5i jass
e 8225 g 51 palie O pa L yaad 41 o101
e.g. In a harsh economic climate, raises for
teachers have become a lightning rod for
criticism.
lights
the lights are on but nobody’s/no one’s
home (Usiae oni)
a3l Y Uy oi eyl le ol $Lal e LS
e.g. It's no good expecting John to say
anything. The lights are on but no one’s
home.
Punch sb’s lights out
(iole) B yor Gy 4y
e.g. He wouldn’t shut up so I punched his
lights out.
like
like it or lump it
Yl e o [ s 21 Joms OF oy
e.g. The fact remains, that’s all we’re going
to pay him and he can like it or lump it.
likely
a likely story
s ln OF gl iazowe duab — Ly o dnad
e.g. So he was just giving her a friendly
hug because she was upset, was he? That's
a likely story if ever I heard one.
lity
gildthelly  Jlr ik Sr L oy
e.g. Should I add a scarf to this jacket or
would it be gilding the lily?
lily-livered i et | wais /0L

e.g. I've never seen a lily-livered bunch of
wimps in my life.
lily-white.
lily-white oldl peal
e.g. He marvelled at her lily-white hands.
C;.':‘i sldsle .y
e.g. He’s not exactly lily-white himself so
he has some netve calling her a cheat!
limb
be out on a limb
(p-8) 32 o i = O35 S 4
¢.g. Because we are geographically so far
removed from the main office, we do
sometimes feel as if we are out on a limb.
go out on a limb
o VLT e Glzse |;ssr.ug,
e.g. I don’t think we’re going out on a limb
in claiming that global warming is a
problem that must be addressed.
tear sb limb from limb
wiing dar by = Gf Gy ankis -
e.g. I'm sute if she got hold of the guy
she’d tear him limb from limb.
limelight
be in the limelight
e.g. He’s been in the limelight recently,
following the publication of a controversial
novel.
steal the limelight Y1 pla¥l e Syoiy
e.g. The whole team played well, but
Gascoigne stole the limelight
limits
off limits '-t-!cr-*”-’:-*’-“eﬂ"
e.g. When we were kids our parents’
bedroom was definitely off limits.
limp-wristed

limp-wristed



line

line

gomall gz N jaslas ] ooy cond S5
e.g. My mother liked him though I suspect
my father thought he was a bit imp-wristed.
line
all along the line
all the way down the line

ol gt JS b el 1 e e
e.g. Managerial mistakes were made all the
way down the line.
be in sb’s line (ﬁﬁﬁ,.s)glyw
e.g. I wouldn’t have thought that
gardening was in your line, Ben.
be in line for sth

(S 13,5 3) ss) ke 05

e.g. If anyone’s in line for promotion, I
should think it’s Helen.
in the line of fire k- gl )l ks Lo
e.g. I didn’t know his job was on the line.
lay/put sth on the line  Lal) L2 o0
e.g. [ feel strongly about the matter, but
I’'m not going to lay my career on the line
for it.
be out of line
e.g. And the way he spoke to her in the

ﬁl,ﬂl ),»E-Jl.’ A

meeting - that was completely out of line.
Yginall sgasdl - )15 ¥
e.g- His salary is way out of line with what
other people in the company get.
cross the line  Le b | U giall 59dmd | (azy
e.g. Players had crossed the line by
attacking fans on the pitch.
down the line
e.g. We'll probably want kids too but that’s
a few years down the line.
draw a line under sth Jas S
wa s gzdl e LS a>u Usc.a;_,b:.
e.g. Let’s draw a line under the whole

(R R RV INTY]

episode and try to continue our work in a
more positive frame of mind.
draw the line JoolWl sl puias
e.g. It all depends on your concept of
fiction and whete you draw the line
between fact and fiction.
draw the line at sth
(3 ¥ aboslis¥ L) sae gl s poiy
e.g.  know I swear a lot but I do draw the
kine at certain words.
drop sb a line iassu o, d ey
e.g. If you've got a few minutes to spare
you could always drop her a line.
fall in/into line O 989 g ly) ok
WG 3l byl ) ol o s Jansy dakazal|
e.g. Employees were expected to fall into
line with the company’s new practices or
face dismissal.
feed sb a line Lass g asi
¢.g. She fed me a line about not having
budgeted for pay increases this year.
a fine/thin line
A 2 g Jeads gy s Hla
e.g. There’s a thin line between courage
and foolishness.
tread a fine/thin line between sth
3l Saad pidly 2 G Jeo Wl | i g
e.g. Somehow he manages to tread that
fine line between honesty and tactlessness.
getaline onsb/sth Il ) s hons
Gigionl) 03,985 ) Zogland | s (Sen i)
e.g. Detectives hope to get a line on the
suspect from the fingerpnnts he left.
in the line of duty el e B
¢.g. He was killed in the line of duty.
lay it on the line Sl lags gl | Jga
s o 055 ¢ -9



lines

liquid

e.g. You're just going to have to lay it on
the line and tell her her work’s not good
enough.
somewhere along the line
L5 B Lody 4
e.g. I don’t know what went wrong with
our relationship but somewhere along the
line we stopped loving each other.
step out of line o R
gaesnllOogldl ye o S
e.g. It was quite cleat to me that if I
stepped out of line again I'd be out of a job.
toe/tow the line 534> el 2o gill (05 O oy
e.g. He might not like the rules but he’ll
toe the line just to avoid trouble.
lines
along the lines of sth
along those lines
o ey = ylsn = sl sl
e.g. I can’t rtemember exactly what words
he used but it was something along those
lines.
be on the right lines
ol Gl B memal L L]
e.g. Do you think we’re on the night lines
with this project?
ashdli b1
e.g. Reading between the lines, I'd say that

read between the lines

Geosge isn’t very happy with the situation.
lingua franca

a lingua franca Was dglazadldall|
e.g. English is the undisputed lingua franca
of the business world .
lion

the lion’s share s ASTewllcpa

e.g. The lion’s shate of the museum’s

budget goes on special exhibitions.

lions
feed/throw sb to the lions

e | 51 2V W o zd ks s iy
e.g. No one prepared me for the audience’s
hostility. I really felt I'd been fed to the lions.
the lion’s den Ol can N oy e

r‘,,..dl_,it‘:wl Ail) 4 o my

e.g. It’s your turn for the lion’s den.
Gordan wants to see you in his office now.
lip
curl your lip Bl e LLS danl] g
e.g. Don’t curl your lip to me, young miss!
give/pay lip service to sth
AL YOLDL 2Ly Juilly ¥l 23, o3l
e.g. The politician said that the government
paid lip service to equal opportunities for
all, but 1n fact the rich had all the advantages.
lips
be on everyone’s lips el i) i P
e.g. And the question that’s on everyone’s
lips at the moment is, will he have to resign
over the scandal?
lick your lips LU azis jasaey
e O A T
e.g. Meanwhile the property developers are
licking their lips at the prospect of all the
money they’re going to make.
b Lo

e.g. I'd prefer you not to mention this to

My lips are sealed

anyone else. My lips are sealed
e.g. Read my lips. You're not having any

read my lips!

mote ice-cream.
liquid
liquid refteshment

(W oons) JoS 8315 03,2



list

lively

liquid refreshment
(Umsas oons) oS 316 o0 /20
e.g. After 5 hours in front of a computer
I’'m in need of some liquid refreshment.
a liquid lunch
(Wonias o) o 141 o Yoy SU ST 1 oy
e.g. I had a two hour liquid lunch and
nearly fell asleep at my desk in the afternoon.
list
a list as long as your amm  la> i, 4b 435
e.g- I'd better make a start. I've got a list as
long as my arm of jobs to do.
litmus
a litmus test l.-u.o'..‘.,lﬁb Lig ¢ s 2
litmus Sl bl B Janzas L ylaS isle
e.g. His views on abortion are effectively a
litmus test of his views on women’s nights.
little
a litde bird told me (s0)  J )b, yivadll
SV el m i )« (pg)
e.g. "So who told you she’d got the job?"
"Oh, let’s just say a little bird told me so."
a litde horror
(Sois) jornadl s Il adle 3y o Jie
e.g. I had six of the little horrors round the
house all day.
too little, too late _
e gs e i Ly B 3 as Lo
e.g. The government have finally decided
to put some money into research, but it’s
too litde, too late.
twist/ wrap sb around/round your little
finger  siclas] ppldlS G| Jars
isly) g ob
c.g. He'd do anything you asked him to.
You've got him wrapped around your little
finger.

live
live and breathe sth
LBy LB ¢ g gal | 13 a5

e.g. For twenty years I’ve lived and
breathed dance. It’s been my whole life.
live and let live OM;,;_,&-‘JI@,&
e.g. They seem as a society to have a very
hve and let live attitude towards issues like
gay rights.
live it up

298l SIS s goazs ¢ 01y e
e.g. I decided to live it up for a while- at
least until the money ran out.
i o = & gy s S
e.g. | hadn’t met Rory before. He’s a real

a live wire
live wire.

Jandl g Ty (5 50aSIIS) 5o
¢.g. Our new payments system will go live

go live

at the beginning of next month.
never live sth down
=S Vadhin ¢ o ¥l

c.g. Three million people saw the singer
fall off the edge of the stage. He'll never
live it down.
You live and leam
Live and learn 055 Wb olazy OLSY

() phnzs Lol om 1 = Lol a5 e
e.g. I had no idea they were related. Oh
well, you live and learn.
lived
you haven’t lived
(i ally a5 oI YY) OV J| e o lls
e.g. You've never been to a Turkish bath?
Oh, you haven't lived.
lively
look lively! CJ“i
e.g. Look lively. We’ve got to be thete in
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loins

half an hour.
living
living on borrowed time Ay oS5 o]

glallcigdl g~ jasall lin jion O
e.g. I've got cancer. I'm living on borrowed
time.
a living death

gl Jaile = Lsa s gallile

e.g. She can’t walk, she can’t feed herself
and she can scarcely speak. It’s a living death.
(48 oons) o 2
e.g. We were big fans of their band. We

be the living end

thought it was the living end in those days.
in/within living memoty
=5 Y dilge of Slas
e.g. Areas of southern Italy are expedencing
some of the worst storms in living memory.
lo (U.S@ ol Ureaiaa)
lo and behold (Ladd] oo o) il
e.g. 1 went into a bar just next to our hotel
and lo and behold who should I see sitting
there but Gibson.
load
get a load of that
(u‘,‘uLﬂLﬁ) Lol isnddl e ons
e.g. Get a load of that! Is that not the most
beautiful car you have ever seen?
lighten sb’s/the load
e o dited] gl Jasd| Ciisy
e.g. Any way, we'll be getting a temp in
next month to do some of this work so
that should lighten your load.
shoot your load
(i icale) adl oo paliny Jo 1
e.g. Man, I was so hot, I was ready to shoot
my load.
loaded

loaded for bear
o Jans p ok OY Juamioy dazis
e.g. Their team came out onto the field,
loaded for bear, but our defense stopped them.
loaf
use your loaf Lia loaf WS dess Led ,S3
Oad b dgasall e W b elul, =
€.g. You haven’t even switched the thing
on. Come on, Jamis, use your loaf.
lock
lock, stock and barrel «is > So5 2l S
e.g. He’s been pressing for the
organization to move, lock, stock and
barrel, from Paris to Brussels.
under lock and key
Opally bisd I b (g luiad Iy 2all) ale Jis .
e.g. I tend to keep medicines under lock
and key because of the kids.
e.g. I think the feeling ol gy
from the general public is that people like
that should be kept under lock and key for
the rest of their lives.
locker-room
locker-room ot el | s § o
e.g. There’s the usual locker-room banter
which I try to stay out of.
loggerheads
be at loggerheads
JLA&JU){’UJ& - cﬁ-‘”ﬂb),’uﬂlrﬂa
e.g. The senate and the house are still at
loggerheads over the most crucial parts of
the bill.
loins
gird (up) your loins
(AS6) cono Jand Llis s e
e.g. Both sides are presently girding their
loins for the legal battles that lie ahead.



so long

lone 239
lone escape the long arm of the law.
2 Jone wolf 093 0d>3 Jaall fais yasni not be long for this world
Yl oy = o+ V1S L0 Cgallelsy e
e.g. [ don't think that Jack will want to e.g. Judging by the look of him, he’s not
come with us. He is a bit of a lone wolf. long for this world either
long be long in the tooth
long on sth and short on sth (slef 0,8 Olasd | S WIS ood| S 5yme

S Olia) jimisy Slinal | jany § g2
¢.g. I've always found his films long on
style and short on content.
long time no sce i.l.\,l-iu.i;..‘],i..]

(Wb sa smy 4l painz J] 25)
e.g. Hi there, Paul long time no see (pull a)
long face

RS [ Y TP | P VPV | B P
e.g- When I said that we were going for a
walk, John pulled a long face: he hates
going for walks.

a long haul

S Tagrs Sosb By sy Jos
e.g. It’s been a long haul but we’ve finally
got the house looking the way we want it.
in/over the long haul

Bl gaadl e — alsybiad)

e.g- You have to think how the company
will perform over the long haul.
alongshot  Jl3 Y ey 1o 3pems

Uslouadl ipo aile ¥ ;SIg 592 sl | i) |
e.g. It’s 2 long shot but I could call Tony
and see if he knows her address.
the long and the short of it

Jedll oV — Hlaazs-b JL!
e.g. The long and the short of it is that he
can’t cope.
the long arm of the law (Cowias) « -JyJ)
IINOGEIE 15 = s sl ¥ JlOgta 4
c.g. You know what they say, you can’t

c.g. In my opinion, they are a bit long in
the tooth for climibing a mountain.
go a long way
Ul b e = Loy iz Lo J) o
e.g. With her ideas in politics she’ll go a
long way.
go back a long way
Lo 4 ] (S Blaad)) o> 5
e.g. Justin and [ were at college together so
we go back a long way.
have come a long way a5,
e.g. We’ve come a long way since the days
when you had to call an operator to phone
another country.
how long is a piece of string
e o Ll U jo e o Sy pens
e.g. "So how long does a project like that
take?" How long’s 2 piece of string?
I’s a long story l.,;.»io) = s ob Loai oin
¢.g. So why was Carlo knocking on your
door at mid-night? “It’s a long story."
not by a long shot
not by a long chatk
WY e o o2 oY
e.g- He has not given up his hopes of
becoming chairman, not by a long shot.
so long sl J|
so long-sec you tomortow
take a long, hard look at sth

(Jeansdl g3 i) Jabisy samis



look
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loose

e.g. We need to take a long, hard look at
the way we control ownership.

Joshl saad! e

e.g. If you take the long view, of course,

take the long view

you can regard staff training as an
investment for the company.
think long and hard

213 S ol J5 i S
e.g. I thought long and hard before
deciding to leave my husband
sbaz b
e.g. Anyway to cut a long story short, we

to cut a long story short

left at midnight and James left somewhat
later.
long-winded
ey oy oo |5 = g
e.g. She launched into a long-winded
explanation of how she’d found the books
and I'm afraid I didn’t really listen.
look
look before you leap ¢ jan; ulis O J3 S5
ao 9o sl | J3 el ) 8
e.g. In choosing a career, it’s very
important to look before you leap: you may
regret it if you make the wrong decision.
look right/straight through sb
o) il ¥ 51/ Cainz Jabos
e.g. I'm sure I was at school with that girl,
but she just looked straight through me.
not be much to look at
Al odan Lo )
e.g. She’s not much to look at, but she’s
got a lovely personality.
get a look in
45 g5 o e Jams pgi5 OY o il | s
e.g. The other team were so much better
than us. We didn’t get a look in.

look a gift hotse in the mouth
Sl f e aal dyan sz
e.g. He thanked us for the watch but said
he would have preferred a leather strap:
talk about looking 2 gift horse in the
mouth! i.e. isn’t that a good example of
someone being ungrateful for a gift?
look as if butter wouldn’t melt in one’s
mouth ;,».ly_,‘ch“ Sn
e.g. The little girl looked as if butter
wouldn’t melt in her mouth, but she was
actually very mischievous.
looks
if looks could kill
(s . Jois o b | eslS o)) sl ot b
e.g. I'll never forget the expression on her
face when she saw me with Pete. If looks
could kill.
loop
be in the loop o gamal | o 0655
bed sats Loyl ey ¢ GlSa ol aom
e.g. You can tell she’s in the loop. She
always knows about policy decisions before
the rest of us.
opposite be out of the loop
(i) o) S
e.g. I've been out of the loop since I
changed jobs. I didn’t realize Wendy and
Bob had gotten engaged.
knock/throw sb for a loop
(Y1 g5 o 2Y) S 5 2l
e.g. He knocked me for a loop when he
said he was quitting his job.
loose
Jaal 5,5Vl ladl
e.g. The job’s nearly done. I'm just tying

loose ends

up one or two loose ends at the moment.



lord

lost

Ul:’id"’-)_ ,A’Q.-‘ >
(& 940l | U2IS) Cize g Gasms

e.g. He’s seen as a loose cannon by other

a loose cannon

team members. If anyone’s gotng to get
into a fighy, it’ll be Pete.
be at a loose end
be at loose ends
o 23 3 13Vl s Joe S
e.g. If you find yourself at a loose end over
the weckend, you could always clean up the
garden shed.
be on the loose
(erin Ol 51 s pasins ole) Golb «
c.g. A killer who preys on attractive women
is feared to be on the loose in London.
cut loose ity JEm o e Ujay
c.g. She cut loose from her sponsors and
decided to try to fund herself instead.
cut loose sb/sth ;.2 5i asns ;o jalis
c.g. We're cutting loose only those teachers
whose work is below standard.
SNhily & o 3 a5 .Y
e.g. After a few glasses of wine everyone
just cut loose and started dancing.
Hang loose ! g rly laal
e.g. Hang loose, guys! The rest of us will
be there to back you up.
lord
your lord and master (t) u..i,cl:, Sdae
e.g. I have to go and cook supper for my
lord and master.
Lord it over sb
o Lo o8 P S 0 2V o S
e.g. She likes to lord it over the more
junior staff in the office.

losing
fight a losing batde _EJ_‘.'»K,-JJ\,J)H

b ot O Jams p L Ll Jylomy
e.g. We try our best to cope with the work-

load but we’re fighting a losing battle.

loss

B> PSS
e.g. He wont’ accept financial help from

be at a loss

me 50 I’'m at a loss to know what to do.
losses
cut your losses

SR oy J26 Jus o5 By
e.g. | wasn’t beaefiting from the course
and it was costing so much that I thought
I'd better cut my losses.
lost
lost in the mist of time

Sl alé g by

¢.g. The true significance of these symbols
has become lost in the mist of time.
lost in the shuffle dkp?lh’;.uic,.ag
¢.g. Refugee children in the big camps just
get lost in the shuffle and are sometimes
left without food.
a lost cause 3 yoe > Ll
c.g. I tried to stop the kids dropping their
clothes on the floor, but finally decided it
was a lost cause.
be lost for words  Laa| e S lSI 25 4as
e.g. [ was so amazed at what she’d said 1
found myself completely lost for words.
get lost! (ft) S A 09 AT OF 8]
e.g. Oh, get lost! I'm not in the mood for
your jokes.
like a lost soul PN e ol o
e.g. I found him wandering aimlessly
around the hall bke a lost soul.
make up for lost time plallcdyl jogm
e.g. I didn’t travel much as a young adult



lot
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but I am certainly making up for lost time
now.
lot
leave a lot to be desited
ot 5 sl g 31
e.g. Meg’s cooking leaves 2 lot to be
desired.
throw in your lot with sb
prrans 4o by 55 ool o las
cast your lot with sb
e.g. He’s understandably reluctant to throw
in his lot with a struggling young company
who might not exist in a year’s time.
loud
loud and clear
I lys S0 = g gy Lo pons 350
e.g- In all this research one message comes
through loud and clear: excessive exposure
to sun causes skin cancer.
loud-mouthed Olll lade wamall Jlo
e.g. So long as he doesn’t bring along
those loud-mouthed friends of his.
lounge
lounge lizard L) s Ll g Gy )
LelosmYloluldis ol Ul g
e.g. The bar was empty except for the
lounge lizard in the cormer, who was
obviously waiting for someone.
love
love handles jasut)l oy i ol 0 Gk
e.g. You wouldn’t want me to lose my love
handles, would you?
a love child
st b i colyl oz o Jib
e.g. He allegedly has a love child in
Austria from an affair with a much

younger woman.

a love nest olisle 4 Jolin OIS
e.g. Apparently, they had a love nest in
Soho where they used to meet at lunchtime.
the love of your life

oy anasws W] jaset) | ¢ O goonal |
e.g. And there I was , watching the love of
my life board a plane to go to the other
side of the world.
not for love not/ot money

AN LS oo thiBgn o6 - 555 )
e.g. He’s hopeless and unreliable. I wouldn’t
give him a job for love nor money.
I must/I’ll love you and leave you

(hiyslin tis g5 L) o Lll] Jf Lelsy

e.g. Well, ’'m sute you've got work to be
doing so I'll love you and leave you.
o | el Ly Lo
e.g. We went back to his apartment and

make love

made love .
love - making

e.g. It was our conversation more than the
love making that I remembered after the
affair was over.
not/little love lost between

dgiis Lo = lagaan Ol ¥ = o Lagrar
e.g. Thete’s no love lost between those
two. They could never work together.
love in

a love in Muol,'-.:wc.sqqiy

Gy ¥ lay layy Lany

e.g. The awards ceremony as usual was a
love-in.
low

low-key Jgine g gmme e = #4095
e.g. She had requested that the funeral be a
low-key affair

low life  ilaylg) | Lo Loz Y| Gkt | dlatiTy o6 oy




lowest

luck

e.g. She worked as a prostitute and
experienced the harsher side of Pansian
low life.
a low ebb ,L.,.sl_,i,?ill’ui
e.g. I'd just separated from my wife and
was at a fairly low ebb.
the low man on the totem pole
5 2 o dakise  Licky Bl o T min
c.g. He started as the low man on the
totem pole and worked his way up to be
managet.
keep a low profile
e - sl oy WY1 o 510
¢.g. He’s been keeping a low profile at
work ever since his argument with Peter.
lay sb low
i) Jaall e OLSY pias o0 0l 0 02
e.g. He was at home at that time, laid low
with the flu.
e.g. We thought someone might have seen
us leaving the building, so we figured we’d

better kie low for a while.
low - end
low - end U")i-’b-”J;ic:“

B2 ol lae
¢.g. You can get low-end colour printers
that stll do a good job.
lowest
the lowest common denominator
SV LY o Al pazmal ] o it | 2L |

Casf s gzad | Lged D 5lgad Iy 539
¢.g. The problem with so much television
is that it aims at the lowest common
denominator.
the lowest of the low

Loasntd | Pladll J| jiis oy Wls- a1 5

e.g. He regards the police as the lowest of
the low. Drug dealers and pimps come a
close second.

luck Boally bl
e.g. You can’t choose who you play
against. It’s just the luck of the draw.

Lase) | 45 gy
e.g. He plays the manager of a night club

be down on your luck

who’s down on his luck and resorts to
gambling to pay his debts.
(B glima 0,45
e.g. Have you got any prawn sandwiches
left? "You’re in luck. this is the last one.”
Opposite: be out of luck Ja> J o)/ e sonin
e.g. I'm afraid you’re out of luck. The
concert is fully booked.
have the luck of the devil 4> l]i_,ltpu O9SS
e.g. Then he won L 3000 on the lottery.
That man has the luck of the devil.
just my luck! Jouls g d b = 2all fa> o0 lin
e.g. So he left five minutes before I got
here, did he? Just my luck.
more by luck than judgement

55l | ol LSty ¥ Lty
e.g. And somehow I managed to get the
ball in the net. more by luck than judgement.
no such luck! -5 ! JYI1L 50 4
¢.g. I had hoped we’d have time for lunch

be in luck

somewhere. no such luck.
olis lo didd ai> Jownzoy
e.g. Don’t push your luck. They’ve agreed

push your luck

to pay your travel expenses, I don’t think it
would be wise to ask for more money.

try your luck T
c.g- She had always wanted to act and, in
1959 came to London to try her luck on

the stage.



lucky 244 lyrical
lucky e.g. Joe blames nobody but himslef for his
getlucky  &e walil,elSe; b Uasns Jlis | problems . He takes his lumps and doesn’t
ans Lible complain.
e.g. Why don’t you come along? You lunch
never know, you might get lucky. be out to lunch & Ly of Ly % iyl 3 a5
strike it lucky e.g. And yet the conversation we had with
strike it lucky Jis| o p3% | him this moring suggests that he’s not

¢.g. They struck it lucky with their second
album which became an immediate best
seller.
thank your lucky stars
bl | e ol SC21
e.g. 'm just thanking my lucky stars that I
wasn’t there at the time of the accident.
you should be so lucky
Ly ¥ Sas b 4 Job b
e.g. A pay increase? You should be so lucky!
lump '
bring a lump to your throat
¢+ KU Yo Cllaas lil>- | 3 dad 3y
e.g. I thought it was a very moving speech.
It almost brought a lump to my throat.
lumps
take your lumps

w51 b e coteally it Jois (pgp) Hass ils

entirely out to lunch
lurch
leave sb in the lutch

Lome S = dxbadlcsyae oy
e.g. I hope they can find someone to
replace me at work. I don’t want to leave
them in the lurch.
lying
not take sth lying down

ool = Ld ] lelaad | yab 5

e.g. He can’t just order you about like that.
Sutely you’re not going to take that lying
down!
lyrical
P R sl o
e.g. I tecall Bob waxing lyrical about the

wax lyrical

flatness of his stomach.



