odds

O o

FTINN
great/mighty oaks from little acrons
BIOW ko Jseel o e Sl gad [ 5,8
e.g. Microsoft, which is now the biggest

oaks

independent software company in the world,
was found in 1975 by just two men. It goes to
show that great oaks from little acrons grow.
oar
put/stick your oar in

d}?l@&b )be,iwL‘u»J».u
c.g. I don’t want Janet coming to the
meeting and sticking her oar in-she knows
nothing about the situation.

oats
get your oats plasly puad | peylay
e.g. Dan seems a lot happier thése days.
I think he must be getting his oats.
rest on one’s oars
1)1 s Sl a1 S0

e.g. They have wotked hard all summer
and now the gatrden is looking really nice.
Perhaps now they can sit back and rest on
their oats.
object
an object lesson

U.L:.“urh:a_dho ¢ g 5 - "il_,i‘"
¢.g. The way he handled this situation
provided an object lesson in how to deal
with a dissatisfied customer.
obligation
under an obligation 13" ok p 5l
e.g. Please don’t feel under any obligation

to come.

obligations
discharge one’s obligation
ﬁ'L‘._’I‘,ngi.'l‘ o i of bl b
e.g. You are expected to discharge your
obligation.
oblivion
sink into oblivion
bonia L gt ¢ Ol | 4y 5y
e.g. He used to be quite a popular artist
but now he’s sunk into oblivion.
occasion
rise to the occasion il gal | Ollhny oy
e.g. It’s not easy to play your first match in
front of a crowd that size but he certainly
rose to the occasion.
odd
the odd man/one out sl il b2l
(p) » Iosd il - de o] 5 o A it
e.g. I felt like the odd man out yesterday.
Everyone was watching football except me.
odds
odds and ends
odds and sods
5 tame ¢ L2l ¢ Vg ¢ B iz s L
e.g. I eventually found my keys buried
beneath the odds and ends in the bottom
of my bag.
against (all) the odds
wlall J§0ds Blaadl Byl S o 02 L
against all odds
e.g. They're at odds over the funding for
the project.
be at odds with sth
ébﬂuﬂl"u‘ Ginll Jo gay Yui.a,_,ii)'.,&
e.g. Blacke’s version of events was at odds
with the official police report.
pay over the odds



off

279

old

oF b es M iy U add | s Baly; pibis

el
e.g. It’s a nice enough car but I'm sure she
paid over the odds for it.
off

off the peg - off the hook
s go Olalin, de el e g L3 e
e.g. If I buy trousers off the peg they’re
always too short.
off - chance
on the off chance
Jlazs 1 caSh 095 Boliand | Jore o ¢ BLally
e.g. Journalists often investigate film stars’
private lives on the off-chance that they
might find something scandalous.
off-colour
be off - colour
Dglaine 9] ¢ L ol g2 ¢ Lomas Jrne
e.g. He had flu a couple of months ago
and he’s been a bit off-colour ever since.
off-colour
o ol s (i) iyl linkes of S
e.g. Some of his jokes were 2 little off-
colour and I don’t think my grandparents
particularly appreciated them.
off-the-cuff L a0 (sais
e.g. He made several off-the-cuff remarks
which he later denied.
oil
be no ol painting ( «S¢) JSAIolis b
e.g. She has an interesting face but she’'no
pour oil on troubled waters
ML::.JI@,,.‘JICL‘“,’,JI;;.\& ol gl
e.g. She was furious with Dave for
forgetting her birthday so I tried to pour oil
on troubled waters by offering to take

them both out for a meal.
old
old hat Qg iy
e.g. We did not find the lecture very
interesting; the ideas were a bit old hat.
Old Nick
(W1 1) Lol H LA Othard|
e.g. In his latest film, he plays a gambler
who sells his soul to Old Nick in return for
winning a fortune.
an old chestnut cigie gy
RECIH a3l o &5 915,55 i
e.g. ] wondered whether there might after
all be some truth in the old chestnut that
one’s school days are the happiest of one’s
life.
anold flame ol J oo (e di o
e.g. John had not met Mary for some
years; she was an old flame of his.
anoldhand L ¢yo4as 15093 ,5 93 Ol
eg. Get James to help you with selling the
house; he’s an old hand at that sort of thing
an old maid
(p-z-‘; ) s~ el il
e.g. Terrified of becoming an old maid,
she married the first man who made her an
offer.
an old wives’ tale
o s Dmnaai ¢ Bl Cods ¢ Sl | Sl
gareae P s el
e.g. I’s an old wives’ tale that drinking
alcohol before you go to bed helps you sleep.
The Old Bill (5 oons) ool 3]
¢.g. The Old Bill was round here yesterday
asking where you were.
the old country byl Loley il byl
e.g. Pounds, francs, hira. They’re all the same



old guard

omelette

to many Americans touring the old country.
ld eois s oy Ny b 500
e.g. She has tried to resist attempts by the

the old guard

old guard to halt the reform process.

The old school tie  » Yaj ¢ iulyud| b, !
Lol goladl g 3 ¢ g g | amy Ll
wislhy slaw| g Sl day o Oyas Ly

e.g. The old school tie still has enormous

power in many city companies.

be as old as Methuselah

= L. A bl feu)l b Laass Methuselah

AR g o LS ad)

e.g. I was a young boy at the time so to me

he looked as old as Methuselah but he was

probably only in his sixties.
be as old as the hills

e.g. Difficult relationships between parents

I'.\,,.rg_.\s

and children are nothing now; the
problem’s as old as the hills.
for old times’ sake
5had | o dey il B liall 5 L |
e.g. Do you want to have lunch together
sometimes, just for old times’ sake?
of the old school F | PO N o
ool mizdy Vg o0kl | 1| ey 2y 4]
e.g. She was a teacher of the old school
and believed in strict discipline.
open/reopen old wounds
il l 2| S g ad 10131 54
e.g. For many soldiers who served in
Vietnam, the current conflict has reopened
old wounds.
you can’t teach an old dog new tricks
Jondl i s allads aga b i OF el | 0
e.g. You're never going to teach your father

at the age of 79 to use a computer. You

can’t teach an old dog new tricks, you know.
old-boy
an old-boy network ¢ ol o0 A5 ganns
Oge by Wi oy laadl g il
e by sl | B 7 S |y pgamy
e.g. He admitted the old boy network had
once existed in the company but said that
things had changed now.
oldest
the oldest profession (in the world)
(oS) Ss¢ Tl =+ G
e.g. I believe she made a living in the
oldest profession in the world.
the oldest trick in the book
OTECRES [ YU NI JOU RPN PP
e.g. It was the oldest trick in the book-one

Lds ,._Lsi

man distracted me while another stole my
wallet.
olde-wotlde
olde-wotlde
e of i p 5 Lo potil | ale gy OIS

e.g. It’s a sweet little village, full of olde-
wotlde charm. They own a dreadful old-
worlde tea-shop with fake wooden beams
and lace everywhere.
olive
hold out/offer an olive branch W

I alg e Ju e Jois o g = p 3
e.g. He held out an olive branch to the
apposition by releasing 42 political prisoners.
 pekeall Uy

e.g. I've invited them around to dinner by

an olive branch

way of an olive branch.

omelette

you can’t make an omelette without
breaking eggs
S)L'A _)lA.f-Lrl,j”O_,)eb bu.:oJAF c.h:—.» OJ



on

one

e.g. Twenty jobs will have to be cut if the
company’s going to be made more efficient.
But you can’t make an omelette without
breaking cggs.
on
on and off
offandon  JS2dlgbide due Sday 0 o2
S35 g si B Jam i phizze 6
e.g. I've had toothache on and off for the
past three months.
be on about
DS 3i g gogall o pasn2ll ey I3l
e.g. I read her book, but I couldn’t
understand what it was on about.
What are you on about? I've paid you
everything I owed!
be/goonatsb (Sl siJIgdl Sl
e.g. She’s been on at me to get my hair cut.
once
once and for all L3l i, Yl al |
e.g. She told him, once and for all, that she
would not marry him.
once bitten, twice shy o Y
o iz 22 r gl W) 0
(¢) (5oL
e.g. After he left her she refused to go out
with anyone else for a long time-once
bitten, twice shy, I suppose.
once in a blue moon pbeadl gis
e.g- My sister lives in Alaska, so I only get
to see her once in a blue moon.
once - over
give sb/sth the once-over
S 3] e g
€.g. The security guard gave me the once
over but didn’t bother checking my pass.

give sth a once-over

e.g. I'll give my car a once-over before we start.
one
one and all do-ly S = poandl
e.g. And a vety good evening to one and all.
one for the road
U Jlody )3 W gnS by ,2e is-bs
e.g. Come on, there’s just time for one for
the road.
One good turn deserves another
dse By may 35 B aal |
e.g. He fixed my bike so I let him use my
computer. One good tum deserves another.
Onec man’s meat is another man’s poison
Syt pias 5 haics b/ 193 p gi L6 p g3 5 oaae
e.g. I wouldn’t want to do her job, but she
seems to love it. Oh, well one man’s meat
is another man’s poison.
one of the lads
one of the boys is gans .sl,ii.s.’i
Sllgedly SSEY1 s g Sl 31 e (a2)
e.g. Greene although not one of the lads, 1s
popular with most of them.
one step forward, two steps back
LS (s ¢ ilsdl J] 5 ghasm 8 o5 p e 3 glas-
a5 b Sy popte i
e.g. Every solution we come up with
seems to create more problems than it
solves, so i’s one step forward, two steps
back.
one swallow doesn’t make a summer
05501ty e ¢ Wshs jgdll 2y Vi 59dl |
ez sl
e.g. Okay, they won their last game but
one swallow doesn’t make a summer. They
are sull bottom of the league.
one thing leads to another

|J$A‘,)>T 'u"'u‘”:"‘i’w:'



one

one

c.g- People don’t usually decide to become
spies. They agree to do someone a favour
and one thing leads to another.
one way or the other
A ol Tk
e.g. One way or the other I'm going to
finish this job next week.
and one (motre) for luck

S | ) (5 5T 5019
e.g. I want you to swim ten lengths, and

one way or another

one for luck.
as one man
it ALy o 5 Jaalb Ogasiss ol pascsy
ORI P ]
e.g. The crowd rose to its feet as one man.
at/in one sitting B lg il 3
e.g. I read the whole book in one sitting.
be at one oo iz
e.g. I am completely at one with Michael
on this issue.
be one in a million
ol adte o ¢ Ogeled | 3 a1y
e.g. She’s the sweetest, most generous
person I know. She’s one in a million.
be one in the eye for sb el s 8
Oy Ciliue = o leo] didy 5 uSmy - basnd
e.g. When I got my degree, I thought, that'’s
one in the eye for my old head teacher, who
said I would never get anywhere.
beoncofakind g pe L3¢ 49 0 d o
e.g. As a female engineer who began her
career in 1940s, she was one of a kind.
be one step ahead
o Wl Juiabl iy oy Antame
e.g. Throughout the incident , the hijackers
were always one step ahead of the police.

keep/stay one step ahead

Al &Ly (- Y 3o
e.g. Crop breeders are continuously
developing pesticides to keep one step
ahead of the pests.
be one up on sb/sth
oA 3 e A i i3 llias ¢ o p iz
e.g. Mario’s just spent a year in the States,
so he’ll be one up on the rest of his English
class.
come one, come all Ll sge i
e.g. We can’t just invite some people and
not others, so I guess It’s a case of come
one, come all
from one moment to the next
G (s 51 = 31 ) laoed 0 s (1s+¥)
e.g. The plans are being changed from one
moment to the next.
get/put one over on sb
(8) o1 o Bpis 03| Jsloms
e.g. He’s always trying to get one over on
the other members of the sales team.
Joisl By oy Jos p g5

e.g. The company has decided to go one

go one better

better than its tivals by offering free drinks
with every burger.
get it in one!
i Sill i e - (g) poo Uins 3
e.g. Don’t tell me. is Anna pregnant again?
‘Got it one!’
have one foot in the grave
Sgedl oo b by Bgme 08,
e.g. He’s been telling everyone he’s got
one foot in the grave for years now.
have/keep one eye on sth/sb
G ol Cass 15
e.g. As he listened to the speaker he kept one
eye on the crowd to gauge their response.



one-shot

one-hit
it's (just) one thing after another one-hit
’ » [
Syl Jlgs s a one hit wonder 3 e 9l ghoaags
If it’s not one thing it’s another A Jas = g oS 38 a>ly Jans

e.g. We had our car stolen last week. It’s
one thing after another at the moment.
It’s just onc of those things

Loz oSas ¥ o L2V s
e.g. Everyone gets ill in the winter. It’s just
one of those things.
land/sock sb one 342 Ly ¢ Al pdua
e.g. She just walked up and landed him
one.
on the one hand ... on the other hand

_ ,_5,‘»“.:,-[3&:‘,..1:’[3&;
e.g. On the one hand you complain that
you'te lonely, and on the other hand you
won't come to parties with me.
(¢) Jias cpasm

e.g. You're not really sick. You’re just

put one over on sb

trying to put one over on me.
there’s more than one way to skin a cat
b s Geind T b o ST La
e.g. It may be illegal for them to organize 2
strike , but they can still show the
management how they feel. There’s more
than one way to skin a cat, you know.
there’s one born every minute
b i e Bod 5 3
e.g. He left a window open and then
wondered why he’d been burgled! There’s
one bom every minute isn’t there?’
g0 in one ear and out the other
S hls ,'»Ql&acf‘u_,&';i&o&.\.;r)‘f
plaxadlpas e Ol
c.g. You know what it’s like when you're
told a whole list of names. They just go in

one ear and out the other.

e.g. The seventies saw a succession of one
hit wonders who were famous overnight
and then never heard of again.
one-horse
a one - horse race li,..od’,cui.igl—.‘
e i) 5 g i ) s
e.g. This election has been a one-horse
race right from the start.
a onc - horse town Bala s oo 544
e.g. Grafton’s a real one-horse town with
only one grocery store and nothing to do in
the evening.
one-man
a one-man band
s s gl s i
e.g. It's basically a one-man band. He
designs, prints and sells the T. shirts himself.
one-night
a onec-night stand
il Al ) L Be N
e.g. I'd rather have long-term relationship
than a sedes of one-night stands.
Cilzsea Ol 350 S sapand | plal o6 ¥
c.g. We're doing a one-night stand in
Durhams on Monday followed by a couple

of nights in Newcastle.
one-shot
one-shot >y ol = Gas-lg 5 0 ooy

e.g. The new current affairs show will be
given a one-short trial on TV next Saturday.
One-to one Jony A ly jase
(Jrd Jrs) amly) amly 0 5T jaint o
€.g. The school caters for children with special

needs who require one-to-one attention.



one track

open mind

one track
have a one track mind

b 18,8 Jatie o] 3gumms Jie ol jass
e.g. You've got to have a one-track mind if
you want to succeed in business.
one-two
a one - two punch

oy iy 3 OLdomy Olimmas of O, IS

e.g. The weather delivered a one-two
punch to gardeners with unseasonable
freezing temperatures and strong winds.
gl b Jos
saza Jas o o 23 e B gina 1y

e.g. There is a great deal of one upmanship

onc-upmanship

among children anxious to wear the most
fashionable clothes.

(tom ek 1) 3055 033 a3
oF LLs o 3;.13'

one-way
a one-way ticket
sty lye J s Bl b g
e.g. Experimenting with drugs is a one-way
ticket to addiction and misery, as far as I am
concerned.
onions
know your onions
AR B D9 5F S Oy
e.g. The car salesman certainly knew his
onions, didn’t he?
onwards
onwards and upwards
onward and upward  jazes oy plii $
e.g. She started her publishing career as an
editorial assistant and it was onward and
upward from there.
open
open and shut
b 2y b Bl Laile gty Joud | U 1
e.g. The police think the case is open and

shut; five witnesses saw the man stealing
the car.
open season

O35 azmy Lasnd ol | Lgd iy o)l pes b

pst JS b o L D gnio 5,58 ¢ G 4y

e.g. Newspaper editors have declared open
season on the royal family.
an open marriage

1 aal e 06Ny p Ll | a3 e - 19
e.g. We have an open marriage, but I never
tell my husband about my other lovers.
JU Y o] - ik

e.g. A science degree can be an open

an open sesame

sesame to a job in almost any field.
be (wide) open to (abuse/criticism etc)
Flabyly 1ill io e oSS
e.g. It’s a position which leaves them wide
open to criticism.
be an open book
Wil oo g JS O e LS 7 geis LS
2y Olaf « By jme
e.g. Like many film stars, he wants to keep
his private life secret. He doesn’t want it
becoming an open book.
e.g. Sarah’s an open book, so you’ll know
right away if she doesn’t like the present
you've brought her.
greet/welcome sb/sth with open atms
Uil st b5 Gl ¢ 63 3l pants o 5
e.g. I was rather nervous about meeting
my boy friend’s parents but they welcomed
me with open arms.
e.g. Our company greeted the arrival of
the Internet with open arms.

have/keep an open mind

(Sl | 5ln] S5 Jeolid | IS e G pmzs OF Y



operative

out

e.g. Mike might not be guilty . You should
keep an open mind until after the case is
heard in court.
open - minded JSYIC_I,JJ;,S
e.g. Many doctors have become open -
minded about altemative medicine in the

past few years.
open - mindedness (Aawl1) 35! inee
e.g. She will be remembered by her

colleagues for her enthusiasm and open
mindedness .
push an open door
i5lge o i1 OV Vgt 155 o o Jrars
e.g. The campaigners are pushing at an
open door because most local residents
support their campaign against the new
road.
open-ended
1lg oo o 5 D grin D 33 f g g0
e.g. we are not willing to enter into open-
ended discussions.
operative
the operative word
e aalS oal = o Pladd | 2SI
c.g. He wants more time for his private
life, private being the operative word.
Photographers are not allowed anywhere
near his family.
order
be out of order
Jans ¢ Jans Vo 2 5 ¢ annlin b
e.g. Her behaviour in the meeting was
completely out of order.
be the order of the day
LU st dogadl
e.g. For countries undergoing a recession,
large cuts in public spending seem to be

the order of the day.
take (holy) orders ) Lals o
e.g. After his ternble experience he became
very religious and decided to take holy orders.
other
the other side of the coin
gl | gl ax g ki cilland| po = Vlanyl)
e.g. The other side of the coin is that fewer
working hours means less pay.
bat for the other side
Lo e 15,2l ] Jers 3 o1
e.g. What about you, Justin? Do you think
he bats for the other side?
wait for the other shoe to drop
o G s
e.g. Once a company starts laying off
employees, those who are still working feel
they are waiting for the other shoe to drop.
look the other way Vo, USe Jalonsi
b Lo Jalonzy o lghond (snadl| o
¢.g. When one of their own friends or
colleagues is involved in wrong-doing, people
sometimes prefer to look the other way.
Pull the other leg/one (it’s got bells on)
OVl ah b Gawi ¥
e.g. Helen, going rock climbing? Pull the
other one. She can’t even cimb a ladder
without feeling sick!
tumn the other cheek B Gyl Jois
VS 55 e Y A e il
e.g. Neither nation is renowned for turning
the other cheek.
out
out with it Sar 09 Jue Lo Ji La
e.g. Come on, out with it, Tell us all what
we're doing wrong!
be out of it



out - and - out

own

LY baf Lo b s b jealll 2ala e
JPER ] Y SRTIN ] ] O Y RV

e.g. I didn’t feel anything at the moment
my baby was bom, I was completely out of

it by then.

e.g. They were all keen on sports so I felt
S5 Lt ) Bl gLy
bl b e gaseal|
out-and -out LlJI § Bl ddSI] e S

really out of it.

e.g. The trip was an out-and-out disaster;

the airline lost our luggage, the hotel was

dirty, and it rained everyday.

e panl ey 45 2o g0
roldl il mha Yy

e.g. I do have a road map but I suspect it’s

out-of-date

out of date. I found out my passport was
out of date the day I was due to travel.
over
over and above

S18LaYb s o Lal Jlesgdle
e.g. The average family pays 40% of their
income in taxes, and that’s over and above
their mortgage; bills and food.
get sth over and done with
ool Ll
e.g. I've made an appointment to have my

get sth over with

wisdom tooth out tomorrow morning. I
just want to get it over and done with.
gl
e.g. I usually do my homework as soon as

be over and done with

I get back from school so that at least it’s
over and down with.

overboard

2 Gl g ¢ e il
e.g. He went completely overboard on her
birthday and bought her a diamond ring.

go overboard

overdrive

go into overdrive
b ks 38 s alor Jam pgis
e.g. With her exams only two weeks away,
she’s gone into overdtive and is studying
ten hours 2 day.
be in overdrtive A sl s - 8
e.g. The whole cast of the show was in
overdrive, rehearsing for the first
performance the next day.
own
anown goal  &le Cizd cobas) Jans p i
i p I JS o U5 e DS
e.g. The publishing industry believes that
the new regulations on recycling paper will
be an environmental own goal.
be your own man/woman/person
A I a5 093 Shadsy 415 dsesiy | 3955
e.g. Despite being the daughter of two
Hollywood stars, she’s very much her own
woman with het own acting style.
be your own master
do b e 505 095 Sladi o 0455
e.g. The big advantage of working for
youtself 1s that you can be your own master.
A iy
Gl dizmay dlasly i J] 5 gom ¢ doniy

be yout own wotst enemy

e.g. Unless he leams to be more confident,
he’ll never get a decent job. He’s his own
worst enemy.
blow your own trumpet

Sl s 225 ¢ O,_,-,mruiucw

f"" L i b L.; (L) l K)

blow /toot your own hom
e.g. Anyone will tell you she’s one of the
best journalists we’ve got, although she’d
never blow her own hom.

come into your/its own



own

i Iy b bur by Wik 0sSs
e.g. Cars are banned from the city centre
s0 a bicycle really comes into its own here.
Cut your own throat
S Lad il o 3 i Sl ks
e.g. If she won’t take the job out of pride,
she’s cutting her own throat.
do your own thing G oy b jeass
e.g. You have to give your children a
certain amount of freedom to do their own
thing.
feather your own nest
Lol ldnisad | o oo ¢ Wgpo ol Chiicby Jics
¢.g. What angers him most of all is the
implication that he has been feathering his
own nest.
4 b
e.g. She’s got her own back on her
unfaithful husband by throwing a pot of
red paint over his brand new car.
getyourown way (p >V i o ebi, dis
0dis b ge dd by imna

get your own back

¢.g. I wanted to watch a movie but Chris
got his own way and we spent the
afternoon watching the football
leave sb to their own devices

dip b Jais OY i )| Lases lany
¢.g. There are four hours of lessons each
momming, and in the aftemoon students are
left to their own devices.
Mind your own business
() (W elds) 0 3 0ge b Jo-azs ¥
e.g. I wish he’d mind his own business and
stop telling me how to do my job.

(all ) on youtr own oy A
e.g. She’s been living on her own for the
past ten years.
Saels 090ty o 2| Jasi Y
e.g. Dave didn’t have time to help so I
decorated the house on my own.
on your own hook  &bisly| JsiSS (190 Joai
e.g. Barbara took up painting on her own
hook and developed into a talented artist.
pay sb back in their own coin
g llolay U1 o) mity Luasns Jolas
e.g. | decided to pay her back in her own
coin and refuse to help her.
play sb at their own game
sl Jlamialy jases e oazs
e.g. If women want to succeed in business,
they have to play men at their own game.
beat sb at their own game
b i 2ol ol only
e.g. He’s always playing practical jokes on
other people so just for once, I felt I'd
beaten him at his own game.
save your own skin s My i day
() oo sis ¢ (5 Wl L
e.g. He saved his own skin by telling them
his partner had taken the money.
stand on your own two feet Llis o dazes
e.g. I've supported those children long
enough. It’s time they leamed to stand on
their own two feet.
tell its own tale
PN T PPL [ 73 S WS
¢.g. She may smile in public, but the

expression in her eyes tells its own tale.



