account

A a

o J) Y
,‘»‘Jl'_)ldg‘ﬂ&n

e.g. This book tells the story of Charles

Dichens’ life from A to Z

get/gofrom Ao B 5T JIOKs o J

e.g. When going on an errand, I try to

FromAtoZ

work out the quickest way of getting from
AtoB. LW JILIa)dbE e 3 gl Jl2e
ABC
e.gas easy/simple as ABC (. | U g
about-face
an about face olinn IS pol pons
5ylasad () LSl lebous Y1 G 1gad Lt (1)
(2Ll oslis slasl VA Shs a5 Sms o)
ol i (£) LS a1 gt J] 0101 ()
Syl ol iy b
e.g. In an about-face on the moming of his
trial, the defendant changed his plea to guilty.
above
above board ik - o2l G
e.g. They say that he accepts bribes, but I
have always found him to be honest and
above board
above water
keep one’s head above water
Slguall iy WL Gy
e.g. We had many heavy losses, but so far
we have kept our heads above water
above and beyond (somcthing)

(3420 O Lew 5
¢.g. The support given to us by the police
was above and beyond what we could
have expected.

@5 LS L i
absence
absence makes the heart grow fonder
Gyl 4y, slal
accident
an accident waiting to happen
Sgdntl sy o USas of Sal-
accidentally
accidentally on purpose
(Cl;,uan..uJ;) ldas.y Bl by
e.g. If I accidentally on purpose. I forget to
buy you a present you know I am broke
accidents
accidents will happen @iy | pis b [
e.g. Oh well, accidents will happen. I can
always buy another bowl.
Achilles’ heel wanod) | adi
e.g. His love of gambling was his Achilles’
heel so in spite of his wealth, he lost all his
money
accord
of your own accord 4y WS _¢lisly Gb
e.g. She left of her own accord, I didn’t tell
her to go
account
be brought/called to account )
e.g. Since they are responsible for the
crime, they should be brought to account
g ,r) o g o8 Gloglany o oW Lasy Ml
(S
on 'somebody’s' account wslad _ x| o
e.g. I made this cake on your account
on your own account
" dyie b - linbandy thois "Gt Jans”
on no account must/should sb do sth
(Cals p g2a0) Lo Jom pldl| San e 54 Yy

e.g. On no account must the contents of



accounting

action

this document be shown to any other person.
take sth/sb into account Ol.Ji § iU
take account of sth/sb

-1 s lal o o L2l s
e.g. They will take her age into account
when they ate judging her work.
nzie olal 4 1) oSay ¥

e.g. There’s no accounting for taste.

accounting

ace
9l b s W Jaws all| Gyl o0 B9
sedll e DT pend | B Janzaiy
an ace in the hole Liises U (\)
Suadl 5l saadl s 5500 (¥) po0) e Jansd
e
e.g. The defence lawyer had a photograph
which showed that his client was overseas
when the ctime had been committed: It was
his ace in the hole.
(have/keep) an ace up one’s sleeve
Tl ) Byl iy Bogl o) 3
come within an ace of sth/doing sth
ST
be within an ace of sth/doing sth
adl o il 03 065
play your ace Lyl J1 8, b ks

aces
have/hold all aces
z,.!l‘JIJI),YIJ:aI:u-@'rS,.::
e.g. In the battle between the two political
parties, the labour party seems to hold all

the aces.

acid

an acid test Joais g Jo W1 Ouzad
s3]l oo demd

act

a balancing/juggling act

O3 g3l | @i = 03191

e.g. It is so exhausting for a working
woman to perform the balancing act
between work and family.
act/be one’s age
PEIE) UA PY RRC g Jov

e.g. Don’t behave in that childish way: act
your age.
be a hard/tough act to follow

W lis of Lelte 3 gy sdazy Lz 598
¢.g. The new minister knows his
predecessor is a tough act to follow.
e.g. He was trying to open the safe but the

catch sb in the act

police caught him in the act
clean up your act

(C’l’ o83) 4 ghan 0 pmind S o
e.g. There’s a very strong anti-press feeling
at the moment. A lot of people think it’s
time they cleaned up their act.
act a2 part AT a9 p ok
get your act together

(2515 Bheo) b lolazn oo 45

e.g. You'd better get your act together and
start looking for a job.
getinonthe act ogley,de g op >l as
€.g. We ran 2 successful local delivery
business until other local compaaies started
trying to get in on the act.
action
Jand o= (@) Jlans

e.g. I'm afraid the washing machine is out

be out of action

of action

put sth out of action Jlae | by
e.g. The pouring rain has put many
vehicles out of action.

put sb out of action e Uases Jia o Jlany

e.g. An accident put him out of action for



after

actions
weeks. brilliant her children are.
a piece/slice of the action add
(g% o) gl 0 52 oz | add insult to injury ik

e.g. New research has proved that the new
drug is effective, everyone wants a piece of
the action.

actions
actions speak louder than words

rmly‘_;_,ii ol a1 Jla Y
e.g. They have made all sorts of promises
but as we all know actions speak louder
than words.

across
across the board

8,65 09> geand| e - JSI1 e
e.g. The wages of everyone in the factory
were raised ten percent across the board.
E LR I
e.g. We always invite people across the way

across the way

in for a dunk on Saturday evening.
acquired
an acquired taste
)Jﬂluiwgbﬁi—_g,.—ﬁnd‘,s
Adam
not know sb from Adam
(3TN ) PR I I TR O
e.g. Why should I lend him money? I don’t
know him from Adam
ad hoc r,hs&uo,;ay,iglpz@,g,
c.g. He doesn’t charge a set amount for his
work but negotiates fees on an ad hoc basts.
ad infinitum
i W1 ity 3 Vo ] - oY1 )
e.g. Her list of complamts went on and on
ad infinitum.
ad nauseam ilas & s s Hadl Jf 9605 &y
c.g- She talks ad nauseam about how

e.g. We shall never invite these people
again - First, they arnived late and then, to
add insult to injury, they criticized the food!
Addle

addle someone’s wits

i 2y e St i Jum
c.g. Being alone n the house so much
seems to have addled my wits. I keep
making the most stupid mustakes.

ado

much ado about nothing
g1 03 (oWl o) ¢ o2 ¥ e ns
e.g. People have been upset about the
seating arrangement at the party. but I
think it’s all much ado about nothing
without further/more ado
JSlas o t_l.: shogs e b sl s
e.g. And so, without further ado, let me
introduce you to tonight’s speaker
afraid
be afraid of your own shadow
&Sl -Gl
e.g. She is cowardly. She is the kind of
person who's afraid of her own shadow
after
after a fashion ba,m_dl,iﬂu,l;
e.g. "Has the new secretary typed the
report?” Well, after a fashion; I'll have to
have some parts typed again”.
after all’s said and done
BT L P i an
e.g. His last play was terrible, but, when
all’s said and done, he’s still a very good

writer



again

aid

after someone’s blood
S s Yy Ll Qlind | e jua
e.g. Your girl friend is after your blood
because you didn’t keep your appointment
with her.
after one’s own heart o llitey jass
A ey lalaaad |y - el |
e.g. My new neighbour is a man after my
own heart: he also likes walking and
fishing, so we often go out together.
again
again and again/time and time (again)
AENAM
e.g. I've told the children again and again
not to play football near the main road
against
against the clock/against time
AP Gl - ens (a2 242es Jaal|
e.g. Saving the patient’s life was a race
against time; he had only three hours to live
(g0) against the grain L il Loy 3 uas
ade oy
e.g. I'm afraid I'll have to speak harshly to
him, although it goes against the grain.
against one’s will 1 1w
e.g. You should never force your children
to do things against their will
age
come of age y,slleQ,JI'tlg
(s 422 o)
agenda
at the top of the sb’s agenda
high on sb’s agenda
Wt uly e =5 S VI
e.g. The government has put education at
the top of its agenda

s |

a hidden agenda

e.g. Every thing was perfect and there was
no hidden agenda to cut jobs.
on the/sb’s agenda
s Yl dsar §gryae 031
(opposite) off the agenda
Ol (3 o - pg2gal | 5
e.g. Foreign travel is off the agenda = (not
going to happen until political conditions
imptove.)
set the agenda e Dle gu gad | iy
Jlee Yl dsar i - PESN |
agog
all agog (with excitement)
(o) B3lad 1 b s cyo g Lzl )L
e.g. When they discovered that a famous
film star was in town, the children were all
agog with excitement.
agony
pile on the agony
(2015 o) T iz 11 3 WL
e.g. He was really piling on the agony,
saying he lost his father and his job.
ahead
be ahead of the game
prdze - o2 | o Wlom 3 0585
e.g. I've finished all the work for today,
and I've actually done some of the jobs for
tomorrow: it’s nice to be ahead of the game
for a change.
sasal | s ol 3l 3yl )

e.g. He must have arrived ahead of time:

ahead of time

he was not expected until this evening.

ahead of one’s time Sl aslaj G
aid
what's sthin aid off &l 0) (551 Lo

o Lioly 3ebmil oons = (Ja!
e.g. | heard the shouting from the other side



air

alert

of the building. What’s was that tn aid of?
aide-mémoire O 9Ka 0 i3 3l5y9e0
(Ramny Bacno) 5,5 13 sp a3 5708
e.g. [ write notes to myself and put them
on the board. It serves as an aide-mémoire.
air
be floating/walking on air
ladl b e .bs
e.g. When the prinapal told me I
succeeded, | was walking on air.
be in the air oy Y1 i il oas
e.g. There was excitement in the air as
people gatherd round TV’s to hear the
proclamation of peace
¢.g. Itis getting cooler. | get the feeling
that change is in the air
(42y) Coniy s Sl Jtty G g
clear the air
Pl o NI s gl g2l inay
e.g. The meeting didn’t solve anything, but
at least it cleared the air.
S50 i o il ple
e.g. | may be going to England but it’s sall

be up in the air

up in the air.

bleel isp
e.g. This sum 1sn’t something we’ve just
plucked our of the air, we've done a detalled
study of the project.

pluck sth our of the air

air one’ grievances

PP I CET E P IOV
e.g. The factory manager called 2 meeting
of all the workers, so that they would have
a chance to air their grievances
airs
airs and graces olilay ol b
e.g. It’s no good putting on airs and graces
with me. | knew you when you were 2

workman.
airy-fairy g ot -l - Sl
(z1s e JLs!
e.g. She’s talking about buying an old
castle. It sounds a bit airy-fairy to me.
alacarte O3 (nbae jplabdl Lol 4 o U
i) | menu a3 @, sad!
e.g. I don’t know whether to have the set
menu of go a le carte.
Aladdin
an Aladdin’s cave
Ol g sl 5 b JS 4O
e.g. We found a shop that was a real
Aladdin’s cave of beautiful antiques.
4 la mode Logall e
e.g. Women trousers are a la mode this season.
alarm
set (the) alarm bells ringing
Al 6 G
e.g. Symptoms which should set alarm
bells ninging are often ignored by doctors.
ring/sound alarm bells el s
e.g. The call for war in the middle east
should ring alarm bells throughout the world.
alarm bells start to ring
Synlly glall 5o, ¢ 2
e.g. Alarm bells started to nng when [
found out he has no proper job.
albatross
albatross round/around your neck
£33 35 b (ol omd) il Il 62
e.g. The company that he founded in the
eighties s now an albatross around his neck
making losses of thousands a year.
alert
be on full/red alert
PG 2 lamae | Yl b 5l taza ¥ Lal e



alfresco

be put on full/red alert (;_,;,,.J ) Ll
e.g. The army was put on red alert as the
peace talks began to break down.
ol - gl e ol
e.g. We ate alfresco under the trees.

alive slandias e
be alive and kicking 4 g {s imal 46 3
e.g. She said she had seen her old father
last week and he was alive and kicking.

alfresco

be alive and well s st
e.g. Despite ramours to the contrary,
feminism is alive and well.
be alive with sth

Yol l s 213 3 g g s 3Ll b jay
e.g. Don't sit thefe. the grass is alive with ants.
i) 1548 e e b

e.g. If we get our facts wrong, we'll be

eat sb alive

eaten alive by the press.

skin sb alive > sayoul> c'.'J_.:...alS § LS
e.g. My fathet will skin me alive if I'm late.
all

all in all tu—ﬁszrﬁJ]lg_ﬁbJSuJ&
e.g. Allin all we can say the symposium

was a success.

all along il ldadgb - bsdlJgb e
e.g. We thought he was our friend, but he
was betraying us all along.

all along/down the line il

e.g. The speaker defended the
government’s polices all along the line.

all and sundry Olfydf_ﬁél{
e.g. They invited all and sundty to their
parties.

all but = almost L i

e.g. I thought he was lying, and I all but
told him so.

all day/night long pod sk

e.g. The rescuers worked all night long to
save the trapped miners.

i lo 0BT AS - blay jiua,
e.g. He was all ears when he heard his name

all ears

mentioned by the woman at the next table.
all ends up (Completely) Gl
e.g. The champion was beaten all ends up
by the young contender.
all fingers and thumbs i 5..J15,lga) | 4aisy
e.g. When I intend to mend something, my
fingers are all thumbs/T am all fingers and
thumbs.
all found
(i p U ) JoSIL ol - Olass O
e.g. His army pay was 20 pounds a week
all found.
all for the best
(Jll) (doabuanlt IS) best dalS aa - 201
all hell breaks/is let loose P olss
(dpote) (@)l wiaill o 1) s
e.g. When the passengers discovered that
the plane had been delayed by another ten
hours, all hell broke loose.
all hours irlbokl J
e.g. When I was younger I could stay up to
all hours without feeling tired.
all in (e85 eoms) Rl onse
e.g. After a day’s teaching, I go home
feeling all in.
all my eye (CJ ls) ds”
e.g. John’s excuse for being late was that
his car broke down: I think that is all my
eye, he probably just ovesslept!
all of a flutter
(g5 o) g bAs Jlasl U= 3
e.g. She’s all of a flutter because her

husband’s boss is coming to dinner.



all

UalSas - s g | ok )0
e.g. John’s views on this matter are all of a

all of a piece

piece with the views of his brother.
all of a sudden
e.g. All of a sudden the door swung open
and the girls screamed with fright.

all one sl i
e.g. Itis all one to me whether he stays or

) gle0gs_slnd

goes, i.e I don’t care.

(go) all out
GBSy -5 e iyl b S, e
e.g. Our team is going all out to win the cup.
1. be all over
O L i OSY B oSs oy - Ll a5
e.g. The firemen tried to fight the blaze,
but by midnight it was all over: the house

was completely bumt down.

2. be all over ol |5 4
c.g. This kind of tree is found all over
Europe.

3. be all over (SWI ) o b

c.g. In the second half our team was all
over the visiting team.
be all over sb (C,Ia ,,.au) I Wi [P PR e
e.g. He was all over her at the party last
night.
all over the place/shop
(2915 gt Coga OIS0 S 3
all pins and ncedles
Pty alinge s WY1 5 gy ygall
(e by idly gy Y1) SI1LLYI
e.g. He had been lying with the weight of
his body on one leg and when he got up it
was all pins and needles.  (G1,bY! Jax5)
all’s fair in love and war
N1 dslgh 5)lys oy ol $

all square (Lbh,“dl’_!“_é) Jolas

all the best 3798 [ U1 RV B S
e.g. His former colleagues wished him all
the best in his new job.

all the better J.al lia
e.g. Bill says he can’t come: All the better,

it will give more room in the car.

all the go/rage
(g0 Logddl pimes 5T 0o 51
e.g. It was that time in the sixties when
mini skirts wete all the rage/go.
all there 292N g 19 Bl - alin,
e.g. That old man is behaving strangely -
do you think he is stll there?
(be) all the same
PO BL TRPRTPIC Y B BT
e.g. Do what you like - it’s all the same to me.
all the time fwly Wsls
e.g. I wish he would stop whisting: He
does it all the time.
all the way
(it g o dlas G1) bsdiJgb o
c.g. If you want to try some new ideas. I'm
with you all the way.
all told  suf bis s 39das jasnd/s (5 S
(S samall 35a)1)
e.g. There were twenty people in the boat,
all told.
be/all up with
gamiIV e 2L lg s b IS sl 4
e.g. This scandal means that it is all up
with Jim. He will never be allowed to
practise law again. i.e. his career is destroyed.
(be) all very well 9955 Layy i gal |
e.g. It’s all very well for Bob to say he can’t
come, but what about the rest of us?
(all) water under the bridge



alma mater

and

(Zale) 3o OIS 3gm s b B b 35 L
e.g. I used to be a good athlete when I was
a boy, but a lot of water has passed under
the bridge since then.
be all sweetness and light

Lydey_iydoy &, Lo
e.g. I was expecting her to be in a foul
mood but she was all sweetness and light.
be as (fast/hot/thin etc) as all get out
(cﬂ-‘u—”ﬁ-" ugifi r-'-')
e.g. He’s a terrific runnet - as fast as all get
out. Aoy &,..,i
for all sb cares
el cady - i) e iaal ¥
e.g. She can go to hell for all I care.
for all sb knows wle d> e
b (Cyﬂlu‘rﬁ'rl" Yol 3))
e.g. She could be married with ten children
for all I know! we haven’t spoken for years.
A o sl Lo IS aas
e.g. I want the job badly and T am

give your all

ptepared to give it my all.
that’s sb all over
3l 9n LS Lak/and 1in
e.g. She’s always complaining. That’s Claire
all over.
to cap/crown/top it all
PO 1 T POA [ PO Y PRV S TRV
) s e sadesy
e.g. He spilled wine on the carpet, insulted
my mother, and to cap it all, broke my
favourite vase.
be (right) up sb’s alley
be (right) down sb’s alley

(£015) oz jasetdl 53 b

e.g. The job should be sght up steve’s alley.

wotking with computers software and

stuff.
all rounder
(L) iob Il o g g o STt o
e.g. The most recent member of the team
1s a good all rounder.
all-singing, all dancing
(2 5! Jom sle) btzns 57
e.g. She showed us the new all-singing, all
dancing graphics software she’d bought for
her computer.
alma matet ‘,iK,,K‘,iL.,J.‘C,;.;JIQ&»
(,_,A-"J P ) asls
e.g. She has been offered the position of
professor at Princeton, her alma mater.
alone
go it alone
JES VTR SIE IR PE Lo f 9y 2,425
e.g. He has chosen to go it alone rather
than set up a joint venture with a partner.
leave/let well alone
Jias Vo ea LS dbd S 5
e.g. In case of back trouble, it’s difficult to
know whether to operate or leave well
alone.
along
along for the ride
(2515) Jandl 3 81,2291 095 5901 L
e.g. Don’t expect Mary to do anything -
she’s just along for the ride.
ancient:
ancient history
(£29) (Tar 1) W1 ol 3
e.g. I was quite a good singer when I was
younger, but that’s all ancient history now.
and

and no mistake
(CJb) LS Tb - sl Jlne ¥



another

anything

e.g. John spoke about our problems and
no mistake!
another
another string to onc’s bow
JaY1 5Lz s Jous ot
e.g. He is not wornied about his first plan
failing: he has another string to his bow.
live to fight another day LS| o jua
¢.g. They lost the debate but lived to fight
another day.
altogether (g Lall Jom o) D03
e.g. He was just standing there in the
altogether.
amber
an amber gambler
2 SE] e ds ey lsns 91 505 o1 -
c.g. She’s an impatient driver - a bit of an
amber gambler.
ambulance
ambulance chaser J i g0 piy fl";
(2ob) Cargns by 1308 5963 4 i g OF 0l
e.g. He was a notorious ambulance chaser.
He made millions out of other people’s
misfortunes.
American
be as American as apple pic
SN 55 15 Y13 hadl|
e.g. Country and western music is as
American as apple pie
amigs
not go amiss Ll ljs Jiis Y. lablfje puas
not come amiss
¢.g- A word of apology would not go amiss.
¢.g. Some extra helpers never come amiss.
amour propre
(ams) i) Jaintd] iy pl |- ial S
c.g. The critics’ negative reactions to his

first novel wounded his amour propre.
answer
sb’s answer to sb/sth plis i, - flaJ] 3
e.g. The kennedy clan was Amenca’s
answer to the royal families of Europe.
the answer to sb’s prayers Lozl
(o) i Jaintl ] paz LG« Slyeal)
e.g. A new university was the answer to my
prayers.
have a lot to answer for
(051,2) 6T o0 45,51 U JS e polll ke pis
¢.g. People who sell drugs have a lot to
answer for.
answer back
i Ll o, - 5 0 o L ST om0 Lo 3,
e.g. When we were young, we never dared
to answer back to our parents.
answerable
(be) answerable for o5 Vs 0SS
e.g. If anything happens to this machine,
you will be answerable for it.
ants
have ants in your pants ks i3 Wb sas
e.g. She’s got ants in her pants because
she’s going to a party tonight.
any
any number UK gENT
e.g. You won’t have difficulty in selling your
house: I am sure any number of people will
want to buy it.
anybody
anybody who is anybody
(-130) SYI e pasns
e.g. Anybody who is anybody will be at the
Queen’s birthday celebrations.

anything

anything but sV e s S



ape

arm

SIA b ddwo 51.; LV-oY) d§~
e.g. He was anything but mean: in fact he

gave most of his money away to charity.

ape
g0 ape (CJ l»)
go apeshit (ts) 52y cosaity
e.g. He will go ape when he sees this mess
in his room.

apology

be an apology for sth
(o 150) 5lize | Blany 1Sy o e Jlto
e.g. That old thing is an apology for a car.

apple
apple of one’s eye

o i e LYl u.l:-l
e.g. Her youngest daughter was the apple
of her eye.
(in) apple-pie order LYy s JIGL 3
e.g. We were pleased to see that the
previous occupants left the house in apple-
pie order.
apply ,
apply one’s mind to sy 1 5 I e paar
e.g. You can do anything if you really apply
/set your mind to it.
apple
an apple a day keeps the doctor away
el 5 i g S 2 5
a bad/rotten apple
i gasmad | ks 2l | jaset) |
e.g. You'll find the occasional rotten apple
in every organization.
upset the apple cart
Sadas | o pllasd | sy gy - i) |
e.g. I don’t want to upset the apple cart
now by asking you to change the date of
the meeting.

apples

apples and oranges
(Sl oons) Glas Olikisna OL2z
e.g. You can’t compare public schools and
language schools. They’re apples and oranges.
How do you like them apples!
(b)) Ssliloda oLl L
e.g. You know that key we were looking
for last night? Well, I found it under the
carpet. How do you like them apples.
s S - Glal s Y
(CJL’;:-:"-"‘)J“ILS} ¢ flz.:. b e o
e.g. "What if it rains for the wedding"

she’ll be apples

"Don’t worty, she’ll be apples”
appearances
keep up appearances
AYICLS Lge aladdl ols Bl
e.g. Keeping up appearances was at the
cost of their money and nerves.
appetite
whet sb’s appetite by ol agd o
e.g. The first flying lesson whetted her
appetite.
b g blad] da ooV liss|
Gl g pla sl jall

Bats and dancing are among the aprés ski

aprés-ski

activities for the adults.
ol u"i 085 g wloe 2

a priori

e.g. The existence of god is a prion for
most people with a religious faith.

arm
cost (sb) an arm and a leg

ol Jl el
e.g. These opera tickets cost us an arm and
a leg!
hold/keep sb at arms length
GéLAIOig‘.’J g b pamd Gugdly dely
e.g. I always had the feeling she was keeping



armed

arse

me at arms length.
put the arm on sb

Jamip Ll e a5l sl | Jsloi
e.g. If he won’t pay up, we’ll get Rick to
put the arm on him.
twist sb’s arm L Jos oo o —as 3 5ok
c.g. He might help us with the work if you
armed

twist his arm.
Be armed to the teeth.

el oS il Y o [ gl Jams ol
¢.g. He walked past a group of soldiers
armed to the teeth.
armpit
be the armpit of the world/universe
Sle) sslaal a2 Ol - I 3 Ol s
(Ll foru
e.g. For some people i1t is an exciting big

aity - for others 1t’s the armpit of the universe.

arms
be up in arms il iad 30,5
e.g. Local traders are up in arms over the
new taxes.

around

have been around (a bit)

(g1 o) sl 1 8 2 |y oo
e.g. She’s been around a bit - she should
know how to look after herself.
arse (ISP
oSl g g2 ge
e.g. The patnting doesn’t look nice, you've

arse about face

got the whole frame in arse about face.
argy-batgy

(o) zrsgAr-dausd Vb opm s
e.g. Did you hear all that argy-bargy
outside the club lounge last night?
ark  Janiis Jomill 055508 Lt i

FAPRCE PR PR ] PY -3 T KPUPT { B
be out of the ark
(g ) Jore sl Jonzs) pilf iz U
e.g. My grandmother’s hat was straight out
of the ark.
went/had gone out with the ark
Jloweal oy - ¢ IOk g5l
e.g. Manual typewnters went out with the
ark - everything’s computenzed these days.
arm
A Ol - ali

e.g. Aten’t you chancing your arm a bit

chance your arm

giving up a secure job to start a business?
cost (sb) an arm and a leg
(1) |3?gu,qk1 bt

e.g. These opera uckets cost us an arm and
a leg!
arse

(g om)
i e Loy i - i
e.g. He put on the front brake too hard

arse over tip

arse over tit

and went arse over tip over the handlebars.

be (right) up sb’s arse (s ™ i:nl:.)
e.g. That police car’s been up my arse
since we left the cirty. sleb o=

kiss/lick sb’s arse. (¢s) Glgas Gles losy
e.g. I'm not interested in promoton if you
have to lick the boss’s arse to get it.
(s:) dlgar slaze
e.g. He surrounded himself with arse
lickers.
'Lick my arse'

(sdn) J class ks crgaal o o>
e.g. "I think you’d better leave right now"

arse-licker/kisser

"lick my arse!"
can’t tell your atse from your elbow

not know your arse from your elbow



arsed

as

(285w 2als)
Jrlrs s o2
e.g. It’s no good asking him to otganize
anything. He can’t tell his arse from his
elbow.
getyour arse in gear 5o Jl e dlois ok
(85w tale) ai g LYol Jord
e.g. If she doesn’t get her arse in gear she’ll
be late again.
get off you arse
(28 30 Lale) Jond | Tag) L L n
e.g. Tell that lazy sod to get off his arse
and get some work done.
(ts3) daell o _ e aan
e.g. He asked for money, and I told him he

kiss my arse

could kiss my arse.
move/shift you atse.
(i ipnle) gl - ) s

e.g. Shift your arse! We’re late.
My arse! WA golpdS Lia
e.g. "She’s offeting good money." Good
money, my arse! I can’t feed my kids on that.
J

(Lo yasns aosiy Lo i Iy ja8)1) dpsd] o
e.g. Tell Mr. Smith he can take his job and

shove it up his arse!

shove/stick sth. up your arse!

sit on your atse

(i gr ials) Y5y Ll 30| s
e.g. It’s time you stopped sitting on your
arse, and found yourself a job.
(@8 g ip0ls)
talk through your arse Ciy Ebls LY J,ui
e.g. She says she’ll sue us, but she’s talking

talk out of you arse

out of her arse.

arsed
can’t be arsed  + 5Y fiy Jis of J o )

e.g. I can’t be arsed-to go to the party - It’s
too far away.

article

an article of faith ey olize |
e.g. It was an article of faith with him that
everything he did was night.

arty-farty  (ils) (8,00 5 (L)1) o7l
e.g. His friends were a couple of arty-farty
type who talked endlessly about the decline
of music in the modern age.

around

around the clock e ls ST gk
e.g. Doctors attended the sick president
around the clock.

(just) around the comer  &putlelsy Jo
e.g. The politician told the meeting that
war was just around the comer.

artive

arrive at the truth L) JI s
e.g. Even after long investigation , the
police never arrived at the truth.

as

S oo gn S
e.g. I'll have to hand this report as 1s -

as is

there is no time to update it.

as a rule Llesae lis

e.g. As a rule, he was always home by seven

p.m.

as black as thunder uaillded 3

e.g. When the manager found out that the

money had been stolen, he looked as black

as thunder.

as easy/simple as Abc.

(Gl os) Uygd | o
N

e.g. When they found him, he was as good

as good as

as dead from hunger and exposure.



ask

as of

as good as one’s word as thick as thicves el e b
Golw —e39ey) 1dize - aalS e (20 ale) (Jr e ane) Blanal

as it were oS Y LS | e.g.)Jack and Jim were always quarrelling

e.g. Everyone loved the President: he was, until recently; but now they ate as thick as

as it were, a father to hus people. thieves.

as large as life  Liwl ')l.g-c,.a_,,- i 9
e.g. [ thought that Jack was in Amesica, but
last night I saw him in London, as large as
life.
a8 luck would have it
saalshibsC J %8 LS

e.g. [ was ten minutes late for school and,
as luck would have it, the headmaster was
standing in the comer.
as nutty as a fruit cake Ogima
c.g. That old man was behaving very
strangely: I think he is as nutty as a fruit
cake.
as of I.Kr,._,i_l.lf’cul:&.
e.g. The price of admission doubled as of
yesterday.
as soon as/when/when ever someone’s
backis turned  ou4b 8 sl pan Lane
c.g. The class is very difficult to control; as
soon as your back is tumed they start
as the case may/mightbe  Jl- 41 e
c.g. as the case might be, you will be given
your money back, if accommodation is not
available.
as the crow flies per oy C TP R
c.g. The distance between the two villages
i3 only ten miles as the crow flies, but it is
over twice that distance by road because of
the river between.
as the saying goes

Jab g s )l Lo

as well be hanged for a sheep as a lamb

d-lyoland | Sy Yo g 6 das ol | Ciloss 6
c.g. Since she was already disobeying her
parents by going out with Jim, Mary
decided to go to the dance with him, on
the ground that one might as well be
hanged for a sheep as for a lamb.
as white as a sheet

ol 5] Syl e Syl o s

e.g. The girl who saw the accident was as
white as a sheet.
oYl JI
e.g. We are waiting patiently, but we have

as yet

not received any news from him as yet.

ashes
rake over the ashes

W O o Lo guas bl I p b ol 5 S
e.g. There is no point in raking over the
ashes now; you did what you thought was
right at the time.
ask
ask for it/trouble ks Lo gl i
e.g. You're really asking for it if you come
late again, ie. deserve the punishment.
ask/cty fot the moon Tt | by
e.g. When I requested breakfast in bed the
receptionist looked at me as if I was asking
for the moon.
Don’t ask me

(2ale) G, Y b ol e AL Y

e.g. She’s decided to dye her hair green,
don’t ask me why.



asking

astray

I ask you!

(ale) coaid) ol i2adl e as Mg
e.g. They stayed for a month and left with-
out even saying thank you! well, I ask you.
well may you ask!

(Wovzn J15) b yad L ig),a) i2mdd | e oons
e.g. Why is Jane sitting in the kitchen with
a saucepan balanced on top of her head?
"You may well ask!"

asking
be sb’s for the asking A | i
e.g. The contract was Ron’s for the asking.
be asking for trouble ¢luis e [S'laaldani
e.g. Drinking and driving is just asking for
trouble.

asleep

to be asleep at the switch

(ol joomi) Sy Los Jils

e.g. If employees wete stealing all that money,
then management was asleep at the switch.
fall asleep at the switch  dliaj! 45,05 Jiay
e.g. The party was simply confident of
victory and fell asleep at the switch.

aspersions sl g
cast aspersions on s b - J;.:.i
e.g. His opponents cast aspersions on his
patriotism.

ass

somebody’s ass is on the line

(L3 Gale) 85 130 Iy &) yral | g
e.g. I hope this conference is a success -
my ass is on the line here.
ass over teacup/tcakettle

(far 2ale) e e Gl s

e.g. She slipped and fell ass over teakettle
down the hill.

be on sb’s ass  Jgb sz s Lasis cains

(g iale) ¢ s Y s iy
e.g. She was on my ass all morning telling
me the things I was doing wrong.
e.g. There’s a Mercedes on my ass and he’s
making me nervous.
oY 3Ll olae] 5 G oyl s 5l s ¥
bust your ass (Ls_,.« Lole) ez | Ui s
e.g. He'll just have to bust his ass to make
sure the job was finished on time.
chew sb’s ass (out) Ui eary 3 £

(a3 dpale) ol a3 3 il

e.g. His boss will chew his ass if he doesn’t
finish the report on time.
haul ass o U Lo g sy i
e.g. When the shooting started we hauled
ass out of there.
kick (sb’s) ass (u‘,... ulp) 4y 2 540
e.g. The General saw the conflict as a
chance for the Marines to go in and kick
ass.
kiss sb’s ass Loge 4y ,hay ey
e.g. If you want promotion around here,

you’te going to have to kiss ass.

ass kisser ((5.3.,) oeileo 5 | i
e.g. They’te just a load of ass kissers.
get sb’s ass qlie JLJ yass Je jad

e.g. Don’t worry, the cops’ll get that
maniac’s ass.
you bet your (sweet ass)

(g - fa2 Lale) S 553
e.g. You can bet your sweet ass he’s guilty.
make an ass of yousself # Ly O puas
e.g. He drank too muck and made a

complete ass of himself at the party.
astray

»

lead sb astray
e.g. Parents always worry about their



at

at ease

children being led astray by unsuitable
friends.

e.g. The police were led astray by false
information from one of the witnesses.

at
be at it o1 O g ylas
¢.g. The two are at it the whole time.
e.g. I wish they’d shut up - they’ve been at
it all momning. FEAp W],y
at
at a blow/single stroke/one stroke

Lo BB &0 m i1y G juias - Ay e &S s
e.g. The politician promised that prices
would be reduced at a stroke if he were
retumed to power.
at a distance = at arms length  4a; Lo 0
to keep someone at a distance

et e dels

atall costs 0| O laga . LS 518" Lage
e.g- You must at all costs get a visa:
otherwise you will not be allowed to land in

the country.

at a loose end Clas, Lo tou Y
e.g. The match was cancelled, so we were
at a loose end all aftemoon.

at a loss e

e.g. When he was accused of stealing, he
was at a loss for words. ie. he did not know
what to say.

Jb 3 e
e.g. I know he failed: but at any rate, he
did his best. i.e. he tried hard.

atapinch iy dta S o) iy ,all e
€.g. At a pinch, you can always try to make

at any rate

a fire by rubbing two sticks together.
at a standstill Spllpdgdl- s

e.g. Most of the traffic was at a standsull

because of the accident.

at a stretch iy M
e.g. He had marvellous powers of
concentration: he could study for six hours
at a stretch.
e.g. We can accommodate two more people
at a stretch. but certainly no more than that
Lyna
Llle e
e.g. The ciminals were at bay, and willing

at bay

to take any nisk.
(be) at someone’s beck and call

. ,.i SIS P 31 Y Y 3)
e.g. He seems to think that all I have to do
is be at his beck and call.
at (the) best s bage Syl | i 6
e.g. I think that I might sell my car for
around £500, perhaps £ 550 at best.

at close quarters w8 o
c.g. I've never seen a hon at close quarters.
at cross purposes e el

(Cilzsu g g go 3 S 1331 oSGy Loie)
e.g. When Mr. Smith answered the phone,
I thought he was Mr. Brown, so we talked
at cross purposes for about ten minutes
Eaoan S plSa S
at daggers drawn
ry,.jJJ KT T S JE
e.g. Jones and I have been at daggers drawn
ever since I accidentally damaged his car.
Ogadlelsy Je
c.g. when I heard that Jim was at death’s
door, [ immediately rushed to the hospital
to see him.
at case/at one’s ease
g 3l byis Sim 1 J1 e
e.g. The sergeant told his men to stand at

at death’s door



at fault

at short notice

ease L.e. not to attention.
You are free, you can explore the village at
your ease.
at fault oMl Gomitamy - pgho
e.g. We shall have to find out who is at
fault in this matter.
atone’s feet Lo jasd daisd dnis - oYl i
e.g. After his successful book, the world
was at his feet i.e. he could do anything he
wanted.
at one’s finger tips

(ansliod ST wie) U ggmn JSo 0PI 3
e.g. He has an amazing number of skills at
his finger tips, i.e. he is capable of doing an
amazing number of things.
at heart .fbii&_élu—iuj-&bui
e.g. Your father is strict with you, but at
heart he is a very kind man and he loves you.
(Lol ¢) gl b
e.g. He had to leave very quickly because

at one’s heels.

the police were at his heels.

095 Ltilial | g g ge) § 4o god | b
(1 L2 5 s O

e.g. I wish he would stick to the point at

at issue

issue and not go on talking about irrelevant
things.
(hard) atit  Jasll 5lomif dois S Sgom pois
e.g. The building is almost complete: the
workmen have been hard at it since early
this moming.
at large

Sl e o el ] Sy p g gad | Lo Lizals A
e.g. He has been telling his troubles to the
wotld at large i.e. to anyone who will listen.
e.g. They say there’s a wild animal at large

298 Yo > ¥

at length. Olgh - LBl - Jushdl

e.g. We discussed the problem at great
length before making a decision.
e.g. We waited for hours, but at length they

arrived il gbsde dnyo LY
at liberty il Jals Sl - -
e.g. You are at liberty to come or go, as
you please.

at logger head. dle _,i,le-:'; Jb 3

e.g. They are at logger head on the problems
of where the children should go on holidays.
at odds S e
e.g. The two lecturers were at odds over
the best way of teaching the students.
at/in one fell swoop
Ll do oy _ 519 damgy

e.g. At one fell swoop, he has taken his
revenge on his enemies and also made
himself rich.
at one’s own sweet will

(CJ"‘ i) o WS -y LS o gl LS
e.g. You ate completely free to do the jobs
at your own sweet will.
at one’s post ) | 6
e.g. When the General comes, make sure
everyone is at his post.
at random Cslgse
e.g. They chose the members by picking
some names at random from a list.
Il g

e.g. They were at sea for five months before

at sea

they saw land again.

e.g. After the lecture we were all at sea.
glos dlisly s, Ul 5 0Y

e.g. We had no idea at all of what the

professor had been talking about.

at short notice LR TRNTY

e.g. The students had to prepare for the



atmosphere

au courant

examination at a very short notice.
at sixes and sevens 4,1 §
e.g- When we heard that the office was to
be inspected, we were all at sixes and sevens:
we could not agree on what to do about it.
at the bottom of Eaogall linslyy oy
(s ol ol 3290t O o Lopas)
e.g. "There has been a lot of theft in the
village recently - I wonder who's at the
bottom of it"
at the drop of a hat
Gommt 3laazel 093 Jlsd ] o (g
e.g. If you ask him to sing, he'll do it at the
drop if a hat.
at the eleventh hour
iy T oo dgbis an
e.g. The condemned man was pardoned at
the eleventh hout, just as he was about to
be executed.
at the most i ST e Y1 Lo
e.g. 1 should say there were about 1500
people present, or 2000 at the most.
at this point in time
SJelcagdl g al eyl b
e.g. The ministry official says it is impossible
to make a statement at this point in time.
at this/that stage of the game
Jaadl o Uyl lodn
e.g- You must make the tight decisions at
this stage of the game or you will regret it
later.
atvariance with (S 5,5-15,55) O Lo
¢.g. The information you have given is at
vaniance with what I have been told by
other people.
at will s baze - asillasl,y G
e.g. The sergeant gave the command for

- at (the) worst

the soldiers to fire at will.
at one’s wit’s end

Clas Yl s - isy caas I3, Ul 3
e.g. I shall have to find some money to pay
my rent on Friday: I'm almost at my wit’s end.
3 gl o
c.g. It’s not a serious offence: he’ll
probably just get a waming or, at wotst, a
light fine.
atmosphere
you could cut the atmosphere with a
knife (v r 5le i gal |
c.g. There was a lot of tension between the
married couple: you could cut the atmosphere
in that room with a knife.
attain
attain one’s majority

(e 10) 2200 o il

c.g. When he attains his majority next year,
he can do what he likes.
attitude
i Ul
e.g. If he wants to succeed, he has got the
wrong attitude of mind: he will have to be
more willing to work hard.

attitude of mind

aunt
AuntSally il 5l pglilale ady o0 JSU 5,
e.g. Education is the Aunt Sally of modem
civilization: whenever young people do
something wrong, it is blamed on school.
au courant
ou,xu,iwwuzﬁl,;yﬂruuh
e.g. I read magazines in an attempt to be
au courant with the lives of the rich and
famous.
e.g. If you want to keep your au courant

status this winter, you won’t be wearing black.



au fait

axe

Loyl i -1
au fait
to be au fait with sth LY PPV S
e.g. Are you au fait with the latest
developments in computer technology?
au naturel
au naturel s Slaal Ogo dachl| e s
e.g. I'll leave lipstick and go au naturel.
e.g. You can eat these berries au naturel
(without cooking)
feb O3 (S ls) sl ] S 1gill) ity ¥
automatic
on automatic pilot, on autopilot
(2te) Gt (S5 W) LSbegss]
e.g. By the second week of the election
campaign she was making all her speeches

on automatic pilot.

autumn
(ol o) o)) o >
e.g. He spent his autumn years surrounded
by family and friends.
avant-garde

(oo g gad | 5 01 3) 00 3o
e.g. They are currently exhibiting a

autumn yeats,

collection of postwar avant-garde art from
Japan.

awkwatd
an awkward customer

e Jold| el s
¢.g. There is usually at least one awkward

customer who insists on doing everything

according to the rule book.

axe

get the axe Jeadl ope 3 ko
be given the axe ciby dids )

e.g. Senior staff are more likely to get the
axe, because the company can’t afford their
high salaries.
c.g. My research project was given the axe
when the new loss look over.
(e, I 3) iy ¥

have an axe to grind

W il L3 ] Dglonay i S0 wlasal .
e.g. I think you’ll find it quite relaxing to
talk to Iones: he has no particular axe to
gnind. Laao wu )
e.g. When you are looking for advice, try

to find someone who doesn’t have an axe

to grind. A S 8 Y



