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safety

S s

sabre-rattling
sabre-rattling s g |y Wy g2l gl
e.g. After two months of sabre-rattling, the
two sides have agreed to a peaceful
resolution of their differences.
sack
get the sack Jaddl e 3 kg
e.g. He got the sack after they found out
he’d lied about his qualifications.
sack cloth
sack cloth and ashes oo L pany s
b goi Dy g5 b = cdab Lo o i T L
& 334 ey O 2> = Sackcloth)
(59,81 W gl 5 omil) 2y )| ol
e.g. I’ve already apologized. How long
must I wear sackcloth and ashes before
you'll forgive me?
sacred
a sacred cow J.aL-.grLBs,,iaLz;;I
s Y gedin ¢ 4B Doy pl e b
e.g. The British legal system remains a
sacred cow, despite increasing evidence
that serious mistakes have been made.
sacrificed
be sactificed on the alter of sth
(i #s Jon (B I S i
e.g. Service and quality have been
sacrificed on the alter of profit.
sadder but wiser
Nins 5T Lgin g 358500 i 0 il
e.g. He bought a second-hand car and
ended up sadder but wiser after a series of

break downs and expensive repairs.

saddle

be in the saddle i dhldl S0 30555
Olas 540 le S 15520801 5

e.g. With a new leader firmly in the saddle

the party looks set for victory at the next

election.

safe

safe and sound l..b,ll.,obi SO
Olols 28 = Jbbsall Uiy a5 0

e.g. It was a difficult dnive but we all
arrived safe and sound.
a safe pair of hands
ol T W Joall pyis 42 3gf go e cizal 3y
e.g. He's what this troubled club needs, a
good, solid manager, a safe pair of hands.
be as safe as houses pb oli o
e.g. Don’t worry, I've locked your bicycle
in the shed. It’s as safe as houses.
be in safe hands ole v Lol oy o
e.g. I know my daughter’s in safe hands at
the nursery.
play (it) safe shedl sl oLl Gl p3b
e.g. They’re playing it safe by not investing
too much money until they’ve seen the first
year’s accounts.
be on the safe side La7 0S5« blual | coms
e.g. I don’t think there are broken bones
but you should have an x-ray just to be on
the safe side.
safety
a safety net Lodze Hue b dakate
i3l Lo Lo gty dis Lo 3 05
e.g. The hardship fund provides a safety
net for students who run out of money
before they’ve completed their course.
a safety valve o Lo b WOl plow
ALYl 0 ¥ il e L OF ase]



said

same

e.g. I often think football acts as a safety
valve for a lot of stored-up male aggression
there’s safety in numbers
2 diary ol o gl s L) | i 3,20
lanl e dll |
e.g. Working on the principle that there’s
safety in numbers, we decided we should
all go and complain together.
said
there’s (much/a lot etc) to be said for
sth/doing sth Lizall e 8
¢.g. There’s a lot to be said for living alone.
when all is said and done
Sl pamy 33Ut | S 35 amgs [l
e.g. When all is said and done a child’s
moral upbringing is the parent’s responsibihity.
sails
trim your sails sl 8 e ada) day
GUS] ;8 e Gloy dbe
c.g. The school is having to trim its sails
because of the government cutbacks.
salad
your salad days s 11y Lallpbi
¢.g. But that was in my salad days, before |
got married and had children.
salt
any (judge/lawyer/teacher .. etc) worth
their salt
i S oS
e.g. Any lawyer worth his salt should be
aware of the latest changes in taxation.
be the salt of the carth
U i = el Ls
c.g. The villagers here may not be rich or
well educated but, in my opinion, they are the
salt of the earth, ie. they are kind, good etc.

rub salt in/into the wound

s o ool
¢.g. He spoke very rudely to her in front of
her friends and then, to rub salt into her
wounds, he began to laugh at her.
take sth with a pinch of salt
take sth with a grain of salt

Eaasall el — oA G b Jadoy
e.g. It’s untrusting to read the reports in
the newspapers, but I tend to take them
with a grain of salt.
same
Skapd
e.g. They were married for forty years, or

same difference

was it thirty? Same difference. It was a long
time anyway.
be in the same boat

ted [ gad | i 3 = Lmead) i B
e.g. If he loses his job he’ll be in the same
boat as any other unemployed person.
be the same token p Ll isy - ghiadl iy
c.g. When he liked a person, he loved
them, and by the same token, when he
didn’t like a person, he hated them.
KPR PYCK PRPY OV
e.g. She said she didn’t love him any more

but in the same breath said how wonderful

in the same breath

he was .
not in the same league
Al g sionliS Joa ol

e.g. My four-year-old computer’s just not
in the same league as the latest machines
with their super-fast processors.
it’s the same old story

Salid | g g gl | i ¢ Laill ks
e.g. It’s the same old story. The women do
all the work and the men just sit around
talking.



sandwich

scales

sing the same tune

sing from the same hymn sheet/song
Sl e o 2] i Og) gy
e.g. I want to make sure we’re all singing

sheet

the same tune before we give any interviews
to the newspapers.
speak/talk the same language (A
Gyt iy l‘JOJJ,QJO|JimJ|3)K§9|w£
e.g. Thete’s no use setting up a meeting
between environmentalists and the
construction company. They just don't
speak the same language.
tar sb with the same brush ' o ’.S,u
s> 1y 5L ks o) [ gy — WS iy e U |
e.g. I admit that some football supporters
do cause trouble but it’s not fair that we’re
all being tarred with the same brush.
sandwich
be one sandwich short of a picnic
(aS6) O3 o
e.g. After talking to him for about 10
minutes I decided he was definitely one
sandwich short of a picnic.
sang
sangfroid bl e sl
sl cano Liga v sl
e.g. She showed remarkable sangfroid
despite a rude and noisy audience.
sarcasm
sarcasm is the lowest form of wit
) o Yl i n i dam | gn (S
e.g. We're so grateful to you for arriving
only 20 minutes late! ‘Oh really, Mathew,
don’t you know sarcasm is the lowest form
of wit?’
saving

asaving grace & ol il ol dad|

e.g. He’s a dull fellow. His one saving grace
is that he doesn’t complain when he’s given
hard work to do.
savoir-faire
savoir-faire ibge 3 ad | e b0l
Jarll ol Jgilly g oz |
e.g. She demonstrates great savoir-faire
when dealing with clients.
say

you can say that again!

e.g. "That was an absolutely delicious
lunch." ‘You can say that again!’
saying
it goes without saying
Co frayhe b g o hp s ‘Ol,,lbid,illopuﬁ—
e.g. It goes without saying that we're
delighted about the new baby.
says
what sb. says goes
gl e s Jaset iy Lo
e.g. Maria’s the team leader and what she
says goes.
scales
the scales fall from sb’s eyes
4 o Bliad | i
e.g. When I saw his photograph in the
paper, the scales fell from my eyes and I
realized I'd been conned.
tip the scales
s dobas 45 3l inbias 3Ol | 4S pr
2] e Jams — (against) Jlessal oo
e.g. The sudden economic growth in the
area should tip the scales in favour of new
investment.
turn the scales Ox
e.g. The boxet tutned the scales at 14 stones.



scalp scenes
scalp excluded from polite society.
be out for/after sb’s scalp i, Jly | scattered

6,50 o I 5l wlis Syl (T asns
¢.g. The mayor has made one mistake too
many and the voters are out for his scalp.
scandal
a scandal sheet

CfLAl] I o baasa iloea _,i (Rrge
e.g. It's just a scandal sheet full of
murders, beatings, suicides and litde else.
scarce
s ol b
e.g. It was the President’s inauguration and

be as scarce as hen’s teeth

hotel rooms in Washington were as scarce
as hen’s teeth.
make yourself scarce ¢ WYl 6 5,150
i JS L) o OIS A
e.g. | think you'd better make yourself
scarce. At least until I've had a chance to
talk to your father.
scared
be scared shitless
be scared shit (5ds) ) V- 3 0sSs
e.g. I was woken by the sound of someone
moving around downstairs. I was scared
shitless .
run scared Ul g by 5B 3
e.g. There are rumours that the Democrats
are running scared after recent opinion polls
showed their rivals to be way out in front.
scaredy-cat
ascaredy-cat M Uiby (Jibiste) jasez
(ile) Sl = s e
e.g. Go on you scaredy - cat, jump in.
scarlet
a scarlet woman ials 363l
c.g. She was labelled a scadet woman and

be scattered to the four winds (ol ,.ms)
ol b a1y JS 60 aee (ol )
Al e a0
¢.g. Homes were destroyed and families
were scattered to the four winds.
scenario
the nightmace/worst-case scenario
(ol o o)) sy OF Sas ¢ 2 el
e.g. I suppose the worst-case scenatio
would be if both of us lost our jobs at the
same time.
scene
set the scene
Sl g g3y 3 (il o] idb 3) Bgall inay
e.g. First, Let’s set the scene. It was a cold
dack night with strong wind blowing.
sct the scenc for sth G s g gy 590 4
e.g. The recent resignation of two govemn-
ment ministers has set the scene for a pre-
election crisis.
the scene is set for sth
bs g dms B gall
c.g. After a disastrous first half, the scene
was set for a2 humiliating defeat.
scenes
behind the scenes
olasdl bl s iy o ¢ pud 158015 59
e.g. Diplomats have been working hard
behind the scenes in preparation for the
peace talks.
behind - the - scenes
e.g- The government presented a united
front to the cameras, showing no sign of
the behind - the - scenes discord of the last

few days.



scent

SCrews

scent
put/throw sb. off the scent  Lass b
insl, = scent . duaidl | ool Lbls ilaglas
winz) 5 51 Oy sag H 101 g |
e.g- The police were thrown off the scent
for a while by false evidence given by two
of the witnesses.
scheme
in the grand/great scheme of things
ol»?lyﬁ,ﬁlr&.ll lia Joa
e.g. In the grand scheme of things,
whether another actress has her naval
pierced is not really that significant.
school
the school of hard knocks
fonna) | 25l | i o ol
e.g. An early training in the school of hard
knocks was good preparation for a career
in politics.
school boy
school boy humour e OISy L2
s 3 Sy (Gnsland 1 5¥y] (Wi LS)
e.g. Isn’t he a bit old for this type of
school boy humour (humor)?
science
blind sb with science  Lasi o 3l db 5
Leagis ¥ Il Lo O 15 Lale BT Jleazaly
e.g. I think he decided to blind us with
science because he didn’t want us asking
any difficult questions.
score
know the score o) S 590105
a2l JS odmy = (ln g L ale i ¥
e.g. You know the score . No payment
until after the article is published.
settle a score Zq.uul.bula
e.g. She used her farewell speech to settle

some old scores with her opponents.
scot-free
get away/off scot - free  aimin Llis Cony
(p:8) comndl a5,a201 55 £ e = anign o
e.g. If you don’t take out a complaint
against him he’ll get off scot-free.
scrap
throw sb/sth on the scrap heap  « b
b)) 3 (ad ogp e b pains 5l ¢ 2) Faomy
e.g. Many people over forty who can’t find
a job feel they’ve be thrown on the scrap.
heap
be on the scrap heap
S D3 ¢ S e
e.g. These kids are on the scrap heap as
soon as they leave school.
scratch
not be up to scratch gl ! gyzad | O30
e.g. I'm afraid your last essay wasn’t up to
scratch.
bring sb/sth up to scratch
sl sl @8 gadf s gmalt ] (32)
e.g. If you practice hard on this piece you
should be able to bring it up to scratch by
next week.
fecom scratch r.qu ot = el e
e.g. We lost all our wotk in the fire and
had to start from scratch.
screw
have a screw loose
Clis cilicn o Jand) i ¢ i olis 3
e.g. I think that woman has a screw loose.
She goes out in her slippers.
screws
put the screws on
Lt lgsasll o 2 Jas o Lasuzo S5
e.g. They put the screws on him until



scrimp

seats

eventually he was forced to resign.
tighten/turmn the screws on sb
oA e haall s
e.g. The police are tuming the screws on
drivers who don'’t wear their seat belts by
fining them.
scrimp
scrimp and save
ool o) [ie Bl 695 0 -0
e.g. We had to scrimp and save to buy our
first house.
scum
the scum of the carth paill s
¢.g. People who abuse children are the
scum of the earth.
sea
your sca legs
Ilssrobar Y oS all b e Ol
e.g. It took me a while to get my sea legs,
but [ feel fine now.
a sea change (u"‘izr‘"') Jols oS i
e.g. The huge increase in the number of
people working freelance represents a sea
change in patterns of employment over the
last 10 years.

be at sea
be all at sea
c.g- I am all at sea with this computer manual
seal
put/set the scal on

iﬁ:u”uhj)l& cd',?

:iéx FIR WY
O P

¢.g- The ambassador’s visit set the seal on the
trade agreement between the two countries.
seams
be bulging /bursting at the seams

o L2V 5l W15, e S, W0 (01S0)
e.g. All my family came to stay for the

wedding and our little house was bursting
at the seams.
be coming/falling apart at the seams
Wa/otie by of SUSiizs ddite i pli .\
e.g. For a while it secemed that the whole
Asian economy was just coming apart at
the seams.
Sy Yt of sl o Gaz (pasn 2) ¥
e.g. It's no excuse, but we were all working
really hard and none of us noticed that
Rory was just falling apart at the seams.
search
search me ! ¥ ki OF (aLs)
(p¢) (23) I3t | G
e.g. Where’s Jack gone? ‘Search me!®
seat
be in the driving seat
be in the drivet’s seat
By b Soudlyislill iy B
e.g. The consumer is in the dniving seat due
to the huge range of goods in the market.
fly by the seat of your pants
L1 515, O3 nes Jam p s
e.g. None of us had ever worked on a
magazine before so we were flying by the
seat of our pants.
by the seat of your pants
Qo 3 ey .b-i&ai.&.sl..a()g)qr‘,ii‘]u
e.g. We found our way by the seat of our
pants but if I ever did another jungle trek
I’d take a guide.
scats
bums on seats
fannies in the scats ()l:.ai:gé_;i;l‘,,a;)
saliadl Ogdy el e o8
e.g. This production needs 2 big name to

put bums on seats.



second

336 seen

second
second best gl il sWlas s
e.g. I know exactly what sort of apartment
I’'m looking for and I'm not going to settle
for second best.
be second to none
r el = ey Y=o 2 S S Y
e.g. The hotel’s restaurant facilities are
second to none.
come off second best
S i o it = GBS Tag el e
e.g. I've given up arguing with my big brother
because I always come off second best.
get a/your second wind
get a/your second breath
wlsl 3 ‘GJL‘A_,iﬁ').ﬁc?,:_L
e.g. After two hours we could hardly walk
another step, but we got 2 second wind as
we neared home.
have second thoughts
A i of hdlsste | day
e.g. You’re not having second thoughts
about coming to Brighton with me, are you?
on second thoughts
on second thought FSadlole] ay
e.g. I'll have tea, please-on second thoughts,
make that coffee.
play second fiddle
LWLl b o Lyl Do ol 5,0 Jaz,
e.g. You'll have to choose between your
wife and me. I won’t play second fiddle to
anyone.
without a second thought
a5l - ,Sa ool O
e.g. She'll spend a hundred pounds on a
dress without a second thought
not give sth a second thought

Eoeanll S LU Sl IS, Y
e.g. He'd fire you if he had to. He wouldn’t
give it a second thought.
second class
a second-class citizen L5181 i ;401 o0 bl ge
e.g. Although she was martied to an
Australian, Luise couldn’t get a work visa and
it made her feel like a second-class citizen.
second - guess  Gdovew be pease Jylow A
e.g. It’s not for us to second-guess the
court’s decision. We’ll have to wait and see.

L g day jased Ol ey d225 .Y

e.g. It’s easy to second-guess the team’s

coach, but let’s face it, he made big mistakes.

see
see sb/sth for what they (teally) are
o Loguaiy Wii> e o LYol W15
e Ui | eS8
e.g. She suddenly saw him for what he was
a cold-hearted calculating killer.
see it coming S bo 5,5 LISy
Ol Y @iy = e O 15] Lo goais
e.g. I wasn’t surprised when the company
closed down. You could see it coming.
seed
sow the seeds of sth
diny Lae (1 /o ¥ I/ L)1)yl s
Jrzaad | 3 5909
e.g. He may be sowing the seeds of his
own destruction by using violence against
his people.
seeing
seeing is believing
ol Lo ¥ Guaay Yo 45 )b,
e.g. I'd never have imagined my parents
could dance, but sceing is believing.

seen



self
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shades

have scen better day’s (_.Sy)
oYl l..,,'»r.i,,bc.slf
e.g. We were met at the hotel entrance by
better days.
have to be seen to be believed
aaly B V| Gauss 55 o i 0 2
e.g. The devastation had to be seen to be
believed.
haven’t seen hide nor hait of sb/sth
s gb e de jaseall ol st 5 )
e.g. I haven’t seen hide nor hair of her
since last Sunday, and I'm beginning to get
rather wornied.
self
sclf-made
aself-made man iy i Jos plas |,
e.g. He was a self-made man who leamed
accounting while working in a brush factory.
sell
the hard sell 5 1,2 Lass (g5 ol 33 b
c.g. Al I did was ask for a price bist and 2
carpet salesman started giving me the hard
sell
opposite the soft sell oSl
¢.g. We prefer to use the soft sell on our
customers. We simply explain the insurance
packages and leave them to decide for
themselves.
sense
knock (some) sense into sb Janzs
¥ Ssle o alid Lasez gl 4 6 JL
c.g. A month in prison should knock some
sense into him.
senses
come to your sensecs Llgw J] 590
c.g. So you've finally realized what a
mistake you’re making. I wondered how

long it would take you to come to your
sense.
bring sb to their senses
wey J gl Jandl Lasis mean
e.g. It was my father who finally brought
me to my senses by telling me that if |
didn’t go back to college I might regret it
for the rest of my life.
set
be set in concrete 0eii GSas Yol
e.g. We've drawn up some rough guide-
hnes. They're by no means set in concrete.
seven
the seven year itch ‘(‘..t) Oy ad 123 )0
g 197 s g1 Jlad
e.g. He keeps talking about all the women
he knew before we were married. I think
he’s got the seven year itch.
seventh
be in seventh heaven  asladlias 30y
e.g. Since they got married they’ve been in
seventh heaven.
sex
a sex kitten (L) 4 aeslal
(Jeonsd | 1dn G985 ¢ L)
e.g. All she needs to do is untie her hair
and remove her spectacles and she’s
transformed into a gorgeous sex kitten.
a sex object - ] P L) Jolas
obilze J] Jadl 090 Jadh Lol |5 gl
¢.g. How on earth can you feel anything for
a man who just treats you as a sex object?
shade
put sb/sth in the shade Sl Sadn
c.g. I thought I'd done quite well, but
Claire’s exam results put mine in the shade.
shades

shades of sb/sth .‘J;.lau»‘..:,i .t



shadow
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vaid ol i td s ¢ BT pasns o 2
e.g. We visited the university campus and
had a few drinks in the bar. Shades of my
student days.
shadow
a shadow of your former self
sl oS les s JiT 0585
e.g. He came back to work after 3 months,
completely cured of the cancer but a
shadow of his former self.
beyond/without a shadow of a doubt
ole ui.si O
e.g. This is without a shadow of a doubt
the best film I have seen all the year.
in sb’s shadow e Gl J5l 5T b jases b 3
e.g. For most of his life he lived in the
shadow of his more famous brother.
in/under sth’s shadow s gu Lo Sl le I..'.u
e.g. The local population were living under
the shadow of war.
shaft
get the shaft Adlb dales Jolas
e.g. The tax system is all wrong. The rich
just get richer and it’s the poor who get the
shaft.
give sb the shaft
e.g. They gave him the shaft. He lost his
job for no reason at all.
shag
like a shag on a rock
(1) (o3m39) abiiamy b
e.g. They walked out and left me alone like
a shag on a rock.
shaggy Ui Ly g O A ob 2SS
a shaggy dog story
e.g. My granddad insists on telling these
shaggy dog stories which nobody finds

funny except him.
shakes
in two shakes (of a lamb’s tail)
in a couple of shakes

g o = [ 5 o 5,8 oy = o 3
e.g. I'll be with you in the shakes of a
lamb’s tail.
shaking
be shaking in yout boots/shoes

LU s o (e Lisls 045

e.g. Damon was shaking in his shoes when

he heard all the shouting.

shanks

shanks’s pony

shanks’s mare plasY1 e Lo il

e.g. | missed the last bus and had to get
home on Shanks’s pony.
shape
shape up ot ship out bl uar e Juai Lo

(U gasns dyis ons) L oo i o
e.g. This is the third serious mistake you’ve
made this month. It’s not good enough.
You're going to have to shape up or ship
out.
the shape of things to come

Jeinad | b s LY ind

e.g. Is shopping on the Intetnet the shape
of things to come?
ia o JS2 61

e.g. ’'m opposed to war in any shape or

in any shape or form

form.
knock/lick sth/sb into shape
o Ol s e ol o 2 Ul e Jums
whip sth/sb into shape
e.g. The prime minister’s main aim is to

knock the economy into shape.

Sean is a bit wild but the teachers’ll soon
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shine

lick him into shape when he starts school.
shapes
all shapes and sizes
L2 Y1 5i 2] oo dilina p Il
e.g. Mortgage deals come in all shapes and
sizes these days.
share
share and share alike
o S 20 o Uslad | dadll
¢.g. Come on now, don’t keep them all to
yourself. Share and share alike.
shap
the sharp end
e yogo b oo cnol = g gall 3 U ]
e.g- She enjoys the challenge of being at

the sharp end of investment banking.
be as sharp as a tack (tzck.a,a..;,l...‘)
N g1 FYee

e.g. He may be old, but he’s still as sharp
as a tack.
look sharp i = gl
e.g. Look sharp! We have to leave in five
minutes.

bt M6 o 2 oo Lains s .Y
e.g. Look sharp! That ladder isa’t very steady.
shebang Eyeal ol o2 JS
e.g. The party’s next week but my parents
are organizing the whole shebang.
sheep
I might as well be hanged/hung for a
sheepasalamb - Mar 5,6 i, 13
(Bgand 1 Gonims Lo Jablosas Iy &y gind | onls La 51)
¢.g. I'm going to be late for work anyway.
So I think I'll go to the shop for a paper.
I might as well be hanged for a sheep as a
lamb.
make sheep’s eyes at sb

Iyt i (pains JI) S
¢.g. Ken’s been making sheep’s eyes at his
ex. gitl friend all night.
separate the sheep from the goats
sort (out) the sheep from the goats

dhalisua i gass (g0 Juad Y1 luss
e.g. I'd look through the application forms
and separate the sheep from the goats.
shelf

a shelf life st ol SV jandl
e.g. These days many marriages have a
fairly short shelf life.

on the shelf

sl all 2l Lo geas g Lo giad | Dl
e.g. I was afraid my daughter would
never find a husband, that she’d be put
on the shelf.
shell
a shell game
L2 oS bl iy o -V g lasd 33 b
e.g. The thieves played a shell game with
the police, constantly shifting the stolen
goods.
come out of your shell
s o wbgis Yy (5939 o
e.g. Tom used to be very withdrawn but
he’s really come out of his shell since Susan
took an interest in him.
bring sb out of their shell
el LV o Cases amnts
e.g. Joining the drama group has brought
Ian out of his shell.
shine
take a shine to sb
ailales = 55 Uyl e Lasn o
e.g. I think Andrew has taken a bit of 2
shine to our new member of staff.



shingle

shit-eating

take the shine off sth il e iy
Ols oo M ¢ bas 2 Ol las 5 amis
e.g. Having my purse stolen took the shine
off my visit to Dublin.
shingle
hang out your shingle (,lsz) | &y, 20 T45
e.g. He hung out his shingle in Brandon
many years ago, and has been a lawyer there
ever since.
ship
jump ship Jad 1z Jandl e e lics
(AT gasez 2z Jandd) o3loni] J 4 il 51
e.g. Another advertising agency offered
him $1000 to jump ship.
when your ship comes in
ig s JWlde by Leis
¢.g. When my ship comes in, I'll build you
a huge house in the country.
ships
be like ships that pass in the night
- b oyl ¥ ﬁ,uulwwui
P VR [PUTVERS | o basi
e.g. I only met him once or twice. We were
like ships that pass in the night, but I've
never met anyone else like him.
shirt
put your shirt on sth - ulsy g oalp
i e WS e Y e b S bl
e.g. I put my shirt on the last race and lost
everything.
lose your shirt O Jl e
e.g. He said he’d lost his shirt on that race.
would give you the shirt off their back
1S e LS
e.g. karen’s not well off, but she’d give you
the shirt off her back.
shirt-lifter

a shirt-lifter Jro o Cadsll e Gy b
(Ul I g Gt 0dins) b
e.g. He was taunted by a chorus of
adolescent gay haters shouting ‘shirt lifter!’
shit
shit or get off the can/pot
(oslimas risde) b 5T 030 80 g oI 3 O puni
e.g. It’s time for management to shit or get
off the can. If they aren’t going to meet the
strikers’ demands they should say so.
the shit hits the fan
(sshmen) (t50) Tno JS'Ltn p dnrte of it
e.g. if Dad finds out how much money you
spent, the shit will really hit the fan.
be in deep/the/shit Lo IS0 §
e.g. When I crashed my uncle’s car, I knew
I was in deep shit.
be on sb’s shitlist  o4r S5 (o e 05
(stiomas (5) asnt) | U
e.g. She blames a lot of people for what
happened, and you’re on her shit list.
get your shit together
(ostimmas 5s) 0ygal ooy
e.g. He’s really got his shit together since
he left college.
Glaalady ¥
¢.g. My patents don’t give a shit about my

not give a shit

problems. They're totally selfish.
s L e
€.g. What are you tatking about Martha?

You've got shit for brains.

have shit for brains

scate the shit out of sb OIS SOV
c.g. I wish you wouldn’t come in without
knocking-you scared the shit out of me.
shit-eating
a shit-eating grin

o Lio dolyl = 5T Lass s Ly o by



shits

short

e.g. Ever since she heard they’d won she’s
been sitting there with that shit-cating grin
on her face.
shits (sskme n3)
give sb. the shits () ghne) ik ¢ i
e.g. She really gives me the shits when she
makes up these stories about why she’s-late.
shit-stirrer
a shit-stirrer oart) JSLad) L jases
I o Laslah 51
e.g. What a shit-stirrer. She’s gone and told
his wife that she saw him with another
woman at the party.
shitting
be shitting bricks o 365 of 12> Cisl-
(sgtaes)
e.g. The bull was following us across the
field. Tony was shitting bricks.
shivers
give eb the shivers
G 5i By dni,e oy ¢ o8 2
e.g- That man who hangs about in the lane
gives me the shivers.
send shivers down/up sb’s spine
By 3 lala da5 5 anas i Jary
e.g. The way he looked at me sent shivers
down my spine.
shoes
be in sb’s shoes 5T jaii Lige 5l O 5
¢.g. If I were in your shoes, I'd speak to
the boy’s pareats.
step into sb’s shoes
(sUseme J529) 5T pains Jous Joms
fill sb shoes
¢.g- When his father retires, Victor will be
ready to step into his shoes.

shoestring

on a shoestring
GUSI s = fhar 53950 351 90¢
¢.g. I've been living on a shoe-string ever
since my father stopped sending me money.
shoo-in
a shoo-in Uggd ] a5 o2 5 gher
e.g. She’s a shoo-in for re-election to the
senate.
e.g. The election looks like a shoo-in for
our man.
shoot
shoot the breeze/bull i+ - ool (S
(2) o0t = tags 2 Sole ginga
e.g. We sat out on the porch until late, just
shooting the breeze.
shooting
the whole shooting match
wlyr JSo sl g guogal|
¢.g. There are four projects at present and
Gerry’s in charge of the whole shooting match,
shop
shut up shop
close up shop
LY J] 5 Bge s, 15,200 | L gy
¢.g- They were forced to shut up shop
because they weren’t getting enough customers.
talk shop
(cliadlcigll b 3) ioge gol il
e.g. Even when they go out in the evening,
they just talk shop all the time.
short
short and sweet (u&.: )..:u) Ly ab
e.g. This morning’s lecture was short and
sweet.
a short fuse 48 poy ity sl
e.g. Charlie has a sharp tongue and a short
fuse.



short

shot

a short sharp shock
Dz go dnypon o = ey joaaly 0o e Olis
e.g. What young offenders need is a short
sharp shock that will frighten them into
behaving morte responsibly.
not be short of a bob or two
(w85 o) by Jla 33 = Ll 2
e.g. This guy Lester that she’s engaged to,
is not short of a bob ot two you know.
draw the short straw
51 Jaall U 585 e yan b e 095
e.g. Sorry, Jim, you drew the short straw.
You’re on toilet-cleaning duty.
fall short of sth Cais sl
e.g. Sales for the first half of the year fell
short of the target.
get the short end of the stick
Lo 4dllowy, Y pe
e.g. The people who get the short end of
the stick are those whose income is just too
high to qualify for help from the
government.
give sb/sth short shrift s pg Y
s le 2B Y i A canl p )
e.g. Sue gave Robert short shrift when he
turned up drunk for her party.
get short shrift from sb Yl J.-lm
e.g. The proposal got short shrift from
state officials.
have sb by the short and curlies
have sb by the short hairs
GOy P P PR TPEN | P e
e.g. They've got us by the short and
cutlies. We have no choice but to agree.
make short work of sth
() e ate o (pminz 5 1 s2) o 5o
e.g. We made short wotk of the food that

was put in front of us.
pull sb up short
Ladllsas o Jaadl oo ddiy,

e.g. Seeing her picture in the paper pulled
me up short.
sell sb/sth. short

@iz ol wad adeny Y5l = o2t ind i
e.g. 'm fed up with people selling this
country short.

e.g. Lucy stopped short in amazement.

stop short

stop short of sth./doing sth
s Joms ‘.l,,zjl P oA
e.g. I stopped short of telling him what I
really felt about him.
short-arse
(0le) sonsh pasns oo o Lign ok b
e.g. Yeah, well, I might be fat but at least
I'm not a short-arse.
short-change
i Les Jif sl Lasns p uss
e.g. No one told me the film was only an
hour long. I was short-changed!
shot
a shot in the arm
g Blacs] ¢ paid | J]dnds = poti b
e.g. The opening of a new research centre
will give a much-needed shot in the atm for
science in Britain.
e.g. The money was a red shot in the arm
for the company.
a shot in the dark
rist o ol ras Uplows = cpeass
e.g. The whole theoty is a shot in the dark.
No one will ever take us seriously.
be shot to hell/pieces iz Ul 3 ¢ (s

e.g. His nerves were shot to hell after only



shoulder

show

2 years in that job.
fire a shot across sb’s/the bows Lyl
e.g. Aidine staff have fired a waming shot
across the company’s bows by threatening
strike action if higher pay increases are not
offered.
get shot of sb/sth
st ot o gaind (o alis
e.g. This boy has caused so much trouble
that the school just wants to be shot of him.
have a shot at sb Cains iy
€.g. It's clear the film’s director was having
a shot at the government.
have a shot at sth
take a shotatsth  JsY1s,all s 2 Jos Syl
e.g. He’s proven himself to be a talented
actor and now he’s having a shot at directing
his first play.
give sth a shot
VAl Loy s 2 as Ugloms
e.g- I've never been ice-skating but I'll give
it a shot.
likce a shot
a3 28 s ci5) | GIIS ¢ S
e.g. If I had the chance to go to Pans, I'd
be there like a shot.

shotgun
a shotgun wedding

A lisban) Joe o p & 2 1y Wi
c.g. After a shotgun wedding at 20 she has
3 children before divorcing from her
husband.
shoulder
shoulder to shoulder

S PGS Jans oo e

e.g. We can win the fight if we all stand
shoulder to shoulder.

a shoulder to cry on b hae Ciblaz 0
] oS5, 09 saw —saall ey
e.g. My father had just died and I needed a
shoulder to cty on.
put your shoulder to the wheel
Jasll o S
e.g. If everyone puts their shoulder to the
wheel, the job will be finished in no time.
shout
be nothing to shout about
not be much to shout about
eI P
e.g. The pay nise wasn’t much to shout
about, but I suppose it’s better than nothing.
shouting
it’s all over bar the shouting
s By o ozl |
e.g. The Iranian team played superbly, and
by half - time it was all over bar the shouting.
O 9eSemn ol 5§01 10
show
the show must go on ez Oly 1Y o4l
JSlaadly celandlni
e.g. There may be a war on, but here at the
industrial design faire, the show must go on.
let’s get the/this show on the road
5, Sl i dhased | diss Lies
e.g. We've got less than 2 hours to get this
room ready for the party so let’s get this
show on the road.
run the show e ol Ve
e.g. He started off working in the kitchen
and now he’s running the show.
steal the show Jraras Jadlcaily
(p ¢ 1801 5 m) mand! e
e.g. All the singers were good, but 16-old
Karnne stole the show.



showers side
showers made her sick at heart.
send sb. to the showers be as sick as a dog - Ly e 090

Ssle v Jasdl o Jolo ol cs¥ i
e.g. A fight broke and both players were
sent to the showers.
show-stopper
P bt
e.g. Her conference speech was a real

a show-stopper

show-stopper.
eazad g I5Y1

e.g. She gave a show-stopping performance

show-stopping

in La Traviata.

shrinking

a shrinking violet [1 J g yasnss
e.g. She’s not shrinking violet.

shufti ol dayyu &

e.g. She’d brought her wedding photos in
so I thought I might have a quick shufti.
shut
shut your face/job/mouth/trap
(8) (P31 apign ot it b) oSl ¢ cnso]
e.g. Shut your face, will you? I'm trying to
watch TV.
shuttle
shuttle diplomacy 5.9l 15 480 >,
B ST molinse i
e.g. The shuttle diplomacy continues this
week as ambassadots fly to Paris for more
talks with the French.
shy
fight shy of sth/doing sth
st Jas uimd dabow 5 o5 Jos (g0 o
e.g. Ellen fights shy of parties. She hates
crowds.
sick
a5
e.g. The thought of her home so far away

sick at heart (u.pi grort] )

e.g. She was as sick as a dog after that
curty.
be as sick as a patrot (u.nli.o ,....n)
N
e.g. Tim was sick as a patrot when he
heard Manchester had lost the match.
be sick and tired of sth/doing sth
Uy gb 5aed Sy 5 B o Bl lg ¢ i le
e.g. I've been treated like dirt for two yeats
now and I'm sick to death of it!
feel sick to your stomach
G,y Il el W1 s e 5
e.g. Looking at those pieces of raw meat I
felt sick to my stomach.
side
be (on) the wrong side of 30/40 etc
& te sl v ST
e.g. I don’t know his exact age but I
should say he’s the wrong side of fifty.
opposite be (on) the right side of 30/40 etc
cl[ to o ¥ '_,a,n.pi
e.g. She’s not a kid anymore but she’s
certainly on the right side of (= younger
than ) 30
be on the side of the angels
Sl gn ¢ Gl il o ol Jam p g (o
e.g. The aid agencies are the only people
firmly on the side of the angels in this conflict. -
be on the (expensive/heavy/large etc)
side Wil Jf foay
e.g. It’s a really good restaurant. It’s on the
expensive side, mind.
err on the side of caution il -4
(221 o o 2 B1) 5 bliwad | o Yoy
e.g. I decided to err on the side of caution



side

sight

and spend less than my full allowance.
know which side your bread is buttered
on rhl‘u"d’"-""u"u’r‘&“’f‘-
e.g. Ollie won’t refuse to come with us. He
knows which side his bread is buttered.
let the side down ¢ (cslas) Jiss
Yyl dhss Lp 0Visll 6,28 ol wlool o0
e.g- The general feeling is that cleaners
who ignore the Union’s ban on overtime
are letting the side down.
on the side PR | TIPSR T 7S
¢.g- He makes a little money on the side by
fixing people’s cars.
the other/wrong side of the tracks
A a6 ,0ad) | ddas] |
e.g. She grew up on the wrong side of the
tracks in 2 small southemn town.
pass by on the other side
ailoms sl ¢ ilaal | 5 O galty Jins
e.g. We cannot just pass by on the other
side when we know people ate suffering
this side of the grave (‘,.;i si) il lodn
e.g. My mother’s generation were taught to
expect only suffering this side of the grave.
sidelines
stay on the sidelines
Sl tale o i ol cidy
¢.g. The majority of westem countries
decided to stay on the sidelines during the
crisis in the Middle East.
be left on the sidelines
e.g. Telephone companies which do not
offer competitive rates will be left on the
sides
be speaking/talking out of both sides

_”JMLAA-' 25 }l‘,tg‘).ﬂ
A Ograzy o g2 Lo yye
e.g. How can we trust any poliucians when

of your mouth

we know they’re speaking out of both sides
of their mouths.
be two sides of the same coin
o (B AL OWlaza Ol - du- [y U Ol
JS i Ly D |
e.g. Violent behaviour and deep insecurity
are often two sides of the same coin.
split your sides (laughing)
ol a iy 31, ¢ Sl | G550
e.g. We nearly split our sides laughing
watching Paul trying to give the rabbit a bath.
> Useiae

e.g. He was a great comic who could give

side-splitting

side-splitting imitations of famous people.

sideways

knock sb sideways (b A J,._:) pas

3y iy  ane 9l Sy

e.g. The news of her brother’s death

knocked her sideways.

siege

LY oLy ol slize I
car s Ogogis p | el | o ads aes Ol

¢.g. Many designers develop a siege mentality

a siege mentality

because they’re terrified someone will steal
their ideas.
sieve
have a memory/mind like a sieve

Ol L8 = JLLAE a5, 513 39S
¢.g. I've never known anyone so forgetful.
She’s got a memory like a sieve.
sight
be a sight for sore eyes

0 ¢ r bl p e ¢ dace

e.g. You’re a sight for sore eyes, all dressed



sights

silly

up in your new outfit.
lose sight of sth Al s ot ok
J,‘»i J_,nle Jls JU| ‘,i
e.g. Some members of the peace force
seem to have lost sight of the fact that they
are here to help people.
out of sight lias ¢ Jla (ks J o (i)
e.g. The cost of health care in this country
is going out of sight.
out of sight, out of mind
i g dem ¢ Geall e dom

e.g. You'll soon forget about him after he
leaves-out of sight, out of mind.

551 ¢ & guand | (S lagal
Bl guazll pases

have sb in your sights

sights

wlazal poge ol it cnai dlas
e.g. He’s trying to build up his media
empite and he has the owners of rival
newspapers in his sights.
have sth in your sights
iy Jyloi B 4 2 g0 Jaoes
e.g. After months of training Hilary now
has the gold medal firmly in her sights.
lower your sights lee 51 Gt Joiy
Gl gab opn Jis <o ey atiy ¢ 48 Jab O
e.g. With so few jobs around she’s had to
lower her sights.
set your sights on sth/doing sth
o Pl = ot G ] Sae
e.g. She’s set her sights on winning.
have your sights set on
e.g. I hear she has her sights set on
becoming a journalist.
sign
be a sign of the times ¢ jandlOlbde e

e.g. Young people are so rude these days.
It’s a sign of the times.
signed, sealed and delivered
)] o ot g s S
signed and sealed
e.g. A copy of the will, signed, sealed and
delivered arrived at our house the next
morning,
significant
a significant other
G ol 95 =Y yasetl|
e.g. The ad read , "Take your significant
other to the café Carlyle for a romantic
night out."
silent
the silent majority
y)lf-l..gﬂﬂydjﬁq ¥y cizeluad | L2 Y
e.g. What does the silent majority expect
from a new Labour govemment?
be as silent as the grave ( s .5)
OsSd |y canal | g2 ¢ 590l [ nno
e.g. It was four o’clock in the moming and
London was as silent as the grave.
silk
you can’t make a silk purse out of a
SOW’s €ar ¢.53) 5 8 (miagadl Jle C“‘tt""'
() (Sl gl 0 Jam OF Iplom) 52920
e.g. To make chairs that’ll last, you need
good strong pieces of wood. You can’t
make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear.
silly
the silly season
Vs daged | G lam VI ad (5595 iraal | oo il
b pdSal) 55a 0] g0 B Y| Blomaa | s
e.g. It’s the silly season and as usual, the
papers are full of stories about the Loch

Ness Monster.



cilv‘et

situation

play silly buggers
(aale) ame a5 b Bl oy 305
e.g. Stop playing silly buggers and come
down off the roof.
silver
the silver screen (ﬁ.ﬁ ,,.,) Lozt
e.g. All the stars of the silver screen are
here tonight to celebrate this great occasion.
silver-tongued
silver-tongued Jgmas Jany OLS|
(T g o dep U o Jramd) 3801
e.g. He was a silver-tongued orator who
convinced many people to support him.
sin
4 sin tax
A Sy oS SLSYI st o e s
e.g. Politicians like a sin tax as it brings in a
lot of revenue and not too many complaints.
live in sin
AW = and pedailyie 0 b sk 2o
(A ems) Lol i 5,200 Lt
e.g. Last I heard they’d moved in together
and were hiving in sin.
sine qua non
(oes 9) 5929 e p3Y 02
e.g- The company sces training as the sine
qua non of success.
sink or swim
sl byidl sl sgndll s ol o] Jriil,
e.g- Newcomers are given no training -
they are simply left to sink or swim.
sink
a sinking feeling  J2ill L 101 jgusdl
c.g. I had that sinking fecling you get into
an exam you haven’t studied for.
a sinking ship
e ol J2 Vo i 5T 35,2

e.g. He'd seen the company’s accounts,
realized he was on a sinking ship, and
decided to get off.
sins
for my sins (u.nlis ,...:)
dimad b= pUT o i 31 Lo o linS
e.g. I'm organizing the office Christmas
party this year for my sins.
sit
not sit well with sb NIV |
e.g. The idea of people other than police
combating crime does not sit well with
many of the publc.
sitting
a sitting duck azrlgs Jgus yasd
b Ao = e SBda = Gitgrns = a3zl o
c.g. Unarmed policemen walking the
streets late at night are sitting ducks.
be sitting on a goldmine
G s oand paie tllias a8
¢.g. When property prices doubled in our
area, we suddenly realised we were sitting
on a goldmine.
be sitting pretty
donny pabe =3y 5 o Jue i b U $
¢.g. They bought their house when prices
where much lower so they're sitting pretty.
situation
a no-win situation o i o) Cibge
ol lage L33 dies Jas oo
e.g. I'm in a no win situation. Whatever I
do, I’'m going to annoy somebody.
opposite a no lose situation
dlase iy o)) Clige = s iy )
e.g. He's in 2 no-lose situation. If he wins
the tournament he gets a big bonus, and if
he doesn’t he’s had valuable experience.



six

skids

six
six of one & half a dozen of the other
(3 LY 5T gl 1 3) Ols Ol plocza ¢ 3¥laza
e.g. Harriet’s always accusing Donald of
starting arguments, but if you ask, its six of
one and half a dozen of the other.
six of the best G40 ey,
(DUt o p 955 ngd g Wb Laan,
e.g. Many teachers are faced with finding
an altemative to six of the best for pupils
who regulatly break the rules.
be six feet under Sgas
e.g. You're just waiting until he’s six feet
under so you can get your hands on his
money.
knock sb for six oasnd g 1o5] S s
e.g. It really knocked me for six when my
ex. boyfriend announced he was getting
married.
sixes
be at sixes and sevens
e PRSI D R YEPPU
e.g. We were at sixes and sevens for about
a week when we moved in.
size
cut sb down to size fya e Laset sz
odo pihy = 59301 o dazy g ki 505 3 5a)
e.g. When he started he thought he knew
everything, but we soon cut him down to
size.
try sth for size
try sth on for size
2 A e SIS 3] B pnd 8,53 1 ot s
e.g. Try that for size. It’s a new software
programme I've been working on.
e.g. The government is trying some ideas on

for size befote committing itself to action.

skates
get your skates on (i) gl
e.g. Get your skates on! We’re going to
miss the train.
e.g. House buyers should get their skates
on, if they want to buy while prices are low.
skeleton
a skeleton in the/your cupbaord
a skeleton in the/your closet

b slis] o o U1 W5 me
e.g. If you want to be a successful
politician, you can’t afford to have too
many skeletons in your cupboard.
skid
skid row  p il | Jla> LeSiy Ly aall 3 Laate
e.g. She works as a social worker with
alcoholics on skid row.
skids
be on the skids

Jal s o inae JSLoay o

e.g. | hear their space programme is on the
skids.
hit the skids
e.g. When his ex. girlfriend arrived at the

i g O] 3k

party Ben really hit the skids.
bt syl iy .Y
e.g. A car suddenly pulled out in front of
us and Jake hit the skids.
of Slaihy b i e Cibgo b i s ¥
e JS'Lte b pis o U lgal ol el
e.g. Poor old Dennis has really hit the
skids since he split up with his wife.
put the skids under sb/sth
*t S s
e.g. Opposition from local restdents has
put the skids under plans for a new night-
club.



skies slap
skies sky
praise sb/sth to the skies i Cases gia: | the sky’s the limit (Cla,:.ll,i cu”)

el g WLl - s ledtote J) ks
c.g. At first she would praisc him to the
skies for every minor achieverment.
skin
be skin and bone/bones
(donle) plas o b far i
e.g. We saw stray dogs that were nothing
but skin and bones.
by the skin of your teeth
VG20 s Jas G OISIL s
e.g. We escaped by the skin of our teeth.
get under sb’s skin
qlaci Gilsy Lases 3 Laas -
e.g. It really got under my skin when he
said women are bad drivers.
= e s = o VTl et e
(v&'u"‘u{’:‘-)
¢.g. Something about the haunting beauty
of the place really got under my skin.
it’s no skin off my nose
it’s no skin off my (back) teeth
QUJOL‘- Y,i
e.g. We can go in his car if he prefers. It’s

- WL Gyaa

no skin off my nose.
make sb’s skin crawl Sald o Jary
¢.g. Just thinking about the way he had
touched her made her skin crawl.
nearly jump out of your skin

b AL Gyl AT opdaad
¢.g- 1 heard a loud bang and nearly jumped
out of my skin.
save sb’s skin
e.g. You saved my skin telling my parents I
stayed with you last night.

39> Mg e ¢ s ladl b 0damy Y
c.g. With two important film roles and a
major award, it seems like the sky’s the
limit for this talented young actress.
sky-high
blow sth. sky-high
(Sen o s L53) = L1 o (9015,85) iy
e.g. He blew the whole deal sky-high by
telling the newspapers about it.
slack
cut sb some slack & 7Y
e.g. Officials have asked the Environmental
Protection Agency to cut Utah some slack
in enforcing the Clean Air Act.
pick/take up the slack
(aaze s il 4 6) Jas plas] aisle o sl
e.g. When Sue starts going out to work
cach day, Bob and the kids will have to
take up the slack and help more at home.
slap
slap and tickle
(pSoy 285 o) B3l b dpnmir doplas
¢.g. They were having a bit of slap and
tickle on the sofa when I walked in.
Slaf (Zald) ¢ dndeo
e.g. The decision to close the sports’ hall

a slap on the face

was a slap on the face for all who had
campaigned to keep it open.
a slap on the back

Olaszalc s L) ¢ o e 4 LS
e.g- We gave her a big slap on the back for
helping to organize the concert.
a slap on the wrist i ol gl 1)

c.g. I got a slap on the wrist for amiving
late again.



sledgchammer

slings

sledgehammer
use a sledgehammer to crack a nut
Gl s 2 aa Jaladd] 5585 g Janis
e.g. Sending ten men to arrest one small
boy was a clear case of using a sledge
hammer to crack a nut.
sleep
sleep like a log/top plae lGias Gy ple
(b &) JelS plo i o o
e.g. I don’t know if it had anything to do
with the wine we drank but I slept like a log.
sleep on it
A 315 b il = aoss o 5.56 e 5,
e.g. You don’t have to give me your decision
now. Sleep on it, and let me know tomorrow.
could do sth in their sleep
el goyazs = Ugpms Jasdlipsis
e.g. I've done the same recipe so many
times I could do it in my sleep now.
not lose sleep over sth ol
e.g. I don’t intend to lose any sleep over
this problem.
sleeping
Let sleeping dogs lie e i :yaf dasbs 24|
et el 5 Y Wl e ),aQIt_: « Lehaiy i
JS et (GUI) i ¥ (L 3l g
e.g. His parents never referred to the
shoplifting incident again. I suppose they
thought it best to let sleeping dogs lie.
sleeve
have sth up your sleeve
e L ¢ &y o s 915,50 e
e.g. If this trip doesn’t work out I've still
got a few ideas up my sleeve.
sleeves
-3l el c.,.nlr
slad i Jaal) Sl 4

roll your sleeves up

e.g. Our local team need to roll their
sleeves up and put a bit more effort into
their football.
sleight
sleight of hand
o;_,‘>?|t|.5-ujh|,_.llu}..-:...!_ A
e.g. Some mathematical sleight of hand
was required to make the figures add up.
(2 [ S Y1 3) a5 .y
e.g. With impressive sleight of hand he
produced two pigeons out of his top hat.
slice
a slice of life
Sl | ilgzr oo il il | g oy 2
e.g. The drama, a slice of life about a group
of unmarred mothers, starts to night.
a slice of the cake
a slice of the pie
orndt (g Ll ey dazid] a4 5
e.g. The government has less money to
spend on education this year, so primary
schools will get a smaller slice of the cake
than last year.
not matter how you slice it _a¥| i loge
e.g. He shouldn’t have hit her, no matter
how you slice it.
slime
a slime ball Glas jaile 1) ),
e.g. I don’t know what she sees in him.
He’s such a slime ball.
slings
the slings and arrows (of outrageous
fortune) - o pobes ¥ Hlilsdl b
(ol eons) 5!
e.g. We all have to suffer the slings and
arrows, so there’s no point getting

depressed when things go wrong.



slip small
slip London.

a slip of the tongue Wb old; | small

e.g. Did I say she was forty? | meant small beer

fourteen. Just a slip of the tongue. small potatoes -1+ 2 G,licd b il s 2

give sb the slip
aly sl ann O pasns oo e eulih Jilay
¢.g- There was a man following me when I
left the office, but I gave him the slip on
the crowded main street.
let slip sth st 3k
bgin S5 ¢ Mygen (o0 L] 4,5 05)
¢.g. Pam let slip an interesting bit of gossip
yesterday.
there’s many a slip twixt cup and lip
ez | iy .u.:diu‘a.» l.a.,lg,.g‘y;,il
(i =)
e.g- We still might finish in time for the
deadline, but there’s many a slip twixt cup
and lip.
slippery
aslippery slope  ssle sl ol = 3lja s
o e o o stnia) Tyl g o J] (035 22
e.g. If you let kids stay up late a few nights
you're on a slippery slope.
be as slippery as an eel §abluey osl ot
(eel = LAt sy tlaS g Iyl o g 55)
e.g- You'd be mad to go into business with
him. He’s as slippery as an eel.
slow
doaslowbum ;55 3bs51 B b i
e.g. As he heard more about the plan to
develop the area for industnal use he
started doing a slow bum.
smack-bang
smack-dab
Bulary Jo pas 04 G aall,
¢.g. She lives smack-bang in the middle of

c.g. A loan of that size is small beer. These
banks are lending millions of pounds a day.
small fry oGVl ol Slbbadl yf e
LanY1ALB 5 LaYI ol 5 2] 2| gagas
¢.g. The small fry are soon going to be
pushed out of business by all these
multinationals.
e.g. The investigation is small fry for a
police force used to massive inquiries.
5,25 Jlgal 33
e.g. Her hair ought to look good. She

a small fortune

spends a small fortune on it.
the small hours
Dl laloll oldige JsY okl
e.g. I was up till the small hours of
Wednesday moming finishing off that report.
be grateful/thankful for small mercies
iy O Las 10, 05420 Goaa o (82055
e.g. They’ve agreed to end the meeting half
an hour eady. I suppose we should be
thankful for small mercies.
Don’t sweat the small stuff e 3l& 3
WPl 'lﬁ.:.\ll.,‘..q: ¥ - il s LYl
e.g. Don’t sweat the small stuff, Sam. It’s
just office gossip- No one takes it seniously.
=i mab Ol
et (013 o) i o ole 2
e.g- She’s all right in small doses but I
wouldn’t want to spend a whole lot of time
with her.
it’s a small world bosy = 5 pnine L3I
Balas (520m S Wl o) olinsl asly
e.g. Imagine you knowing Enck! It’s a

in small doses



smart

smoke

small world, isn’t it?

make sb feel small i iz Gl Jaxi

e.g. As a manager you have to be able to

criticize people, but you don’t want to

make them feel small.

smart

Jasi dge G gof o L 5lic
gadtbladiast; e

e.g. I have my exams in two weeks. I could

smart drugs

use smart drugs.
a smart alec/aleck

298 i ya) aicy a9l 39 W4T jases
e.g. Some smart aleck in the audience kept
making witty remarks during my talk.
ik Yk 4 g5 LS
e.g. Laser-guided smart bombs were hitting

a smart bomb

targets only about 60 percent of the time.
a smart cookie WL YIs,ls 5 Al jass
e.g. If anyone can make this company

succeed 1t’s Kathy. She’s one smart cookie.

a/your smart mouth L ¢l i by IS5
oY pladd ol 1 090 U

e.g. If you aren’t more careful, your smart

mouth could lose you your job.

o)l

e.g. Hurt’s best-actor award surprised even

the smart money

Hollywood insiders. The smart money was
on Jack Nicholson.
e.g. The smart money says that the
industry will end up drastically reduced.
Jlae YUl o Ogomr W Wiy D1 J1sa1Y
e.g. The smart money is coming back into
mortgages as the best investment right now.
smart arse
asmartass 003 SToi ol sl o
(Ligm ale) ol o g 0 2Lt >3

e.g. Ok, smart arse, do you have a better
idea?
a smarty pants ST a0y 0l Uyl o
(i L3 Ty g s 5 Y 0 4 1873
e.g. Cindy, the little smarty pants, will be
the first to tell us where we went wrong.
smelling
come out/up smelling of roses
come out/up smelling like roses
by hie | gl
e.g. There was a major fraud investigation,
but Smith still came out smelling of roses.
smile
crack a smile rL..:.,YI s
e.g. The man barely cracked a smile at his
friend’s joke.
wipe the smile off sb’s face
Lolsuy 4 Las - q.,»‘,ul;g,abl..:dlc_..s
awizy [y e O 3]
e.g. Tell him you saw Helena at the cinema
with another guy. That should wipe the smile
off his face.
smiles
be all smiles
WP FPE PV [ =g TS TRTRIPER |
e.g. She spent the whole of yesterday
shouting at people and yet this moming
she’s all smiles.
smoke
a smoke and mirrots r..;.:l L Ul )
Il gl e s LY 52 ablgd ] e
e.g. Smoke and mirrors made the company
seem bigger and healthier than it really was.
It was just clever marketing.
smoke signals
oL - oA Lasle Obde
e.g. All the smoke signals from Downing



smoking

snook

Street indicate that the taxpayer will have to
pay up agaia.
the (big) smoke
Taio 1 gr Lar Josbl 6l o 038
¢.g. The team put on an unbelievable
performance. I'm not just blowing smoke.
They were preat.
g0 up in smoke b2 o0 T of i
S L Gl';’&ﬂ-‘-'b. laJ
¢.g. Their hopes for a really good holiday
went up in smoke when their children
became ill on the day before they were
going to leave.
there’s no smoke without fire
where there’s smoke, there’s fire
SN ol Y
e.g. He claims that they were just good
friends and that they never slept together
but there’s no smoke without fire, that's
what I say.
smoking
a smoking gun
s 210 31 e a5 338 §0 Slaglas
e.g. A smoking gun was found in the form
of an incnminating memorandum and
Walker was convicted of theft.
snail
snail mail
(A155) 2 bl 1 L) s
e.g. What’s your preferred means of
communication? Fax, ematl or snail mail?
at snail’s pace
e.g- The roads were full of traffic and we
were travelling at a snail’s pace.
snake
snake oil

FAE Y

JS L) Ugls 9l domcnai
Lz Jilb ¥ sl i) 355 Y

c.g. In my opinion government measures
for balancing the budget are just so much
snake oil
a snake-oil salesman
lea s sl ¥ 5 Ll ey OF Jslows sl
e.g. The American people are too easily
deceived the perfect target for any passing
snake-oil salesman.
a snake in the grass ¢ s 345
(rt) Gy S paind ans (OLa)
e.g. it’s upsetting to learn that someone
you once viewed as a good colleague is in
fact a snake in the grass.
snap
snap to it! - t,-""i
snap it up !
e.g. We’re leaving in five minutes, so you'd
better snap to it. ‘Snap it up, can’t you?
Surely you've had enough time to write that
letter?
snappy
make it snappy!
el At s e b T b
e.g. We'd like four coffees please, and
make it snappy.
sneezed
not to be sneezed/sniffed at 4 Ol
e.g. And there’s the increase in salary to be
considered. L 3000 extra a year is not to be
sncezed at.
be nothing to sneeze/sniff at
P VLR )
e.g. Blizzards with a foot of snow are
nothing to sneeze at even in the mid-west.
snook
cock a snook ('.1 4 ,_,..J)
oo LYl asnd 5f 5 2 oyl |



sSnow

sock

e.g. In the end he refused to accept the
award, cocking a snook at the film industry
for which he had such contempt.
snow
a snow job
gugmt,,i‘,mu.,'.:.&l» Uyl
e.g. Danny’ll need to do 2 snow job on his
Dad if he’s going to borrow the car again.
snowball
a snowball effect &, psvian CBys sl .
e.g. The more successful you become the
more publicity you get and that publicity
generates sales. It’s a sort of snowball effect.
not have a snowball’s chance in hell
o ol d el
e.g. With those grades she hasn’t a snowball’s
chance in hell of getting into college.
snowed
be snowed under O S 0 die 095
la Jgite 30 = b 2o 4 anamy Lo Jlas Y1
e.g. She wants me to take sometime off
but I'm snowed under with work at the
moment.
snuff
a snuff movie
JH pasnd Aalia o jm Gt ote s
e.g. In May 29 he was arrested and charged
with importing snuff movies into the country.
up to snuff
ke SLE Yo g ol Jgatn sy 93
e.g. Their wine list is very good but 'm
afraid the food isn’t up to snuff.
snug
be as snug as a bug in a rug
(s Wit ooy pod | 3 ) i Iy Bl as
e.g. You get in your nice warm bed with

your teddy and you'll be as snug as a bug in

the rug!
soaked
be soaked to the skin  + Ll {ygaie 05,
A1t Sae = (San all)
e.g. The rain was so heavy we were soaked
to the skin after only ten minuets.
get soaked to the skin
c.g. I had no umbrella so I got soaked to
the skin.
soap box
get on your soapbox  iawll i 2l s
o ol ot p gy Jigh SLT o ad
e.g. It was that point in the evening when
my father got on his soap-box and started
lecturing us on the evils of the modem world.
soapbox s LhsJlale i O 25 Gydino
PN
sob '
asob story e jass Ol LgSoy L L
dible Lab ~ ans Libleazs) ks
e.g. She told me some sob story about not
having enough money to go and see het
father who was ill.
sober
be as sober as a judge ot Sl
w3 B oo 8 ap o Lo = sl
e.g. It's awful when everyone else around
you has been drinking and you’re as sober
as a judge.
social
social climber o lazr ¥l oLl Gl jasd
sib oo el b oo 5131 Bslaay
e.g. He was a dedicated social climber and
was at all the best parties.
sock
put a sock in it!
S OF o o s Liga b 22 b



socks

song

() (o)
e.g. Put a sock in it! Some of us are trying
to work around here.
socks
blow/knock your socks off
Sl | gt~ LAl jleay 200 2
c.g. 'm going to take you to a restaurant
thatll knock your socks off.
pull your socks up e 3 ggomas p o
(pg adr 420) L a6 a5 tllas
c.g. He's going to have to pull his socks up
if he wants to stay in the team.
wotk your socks off A Jass
¢.g. The lawyers that I know eam a lot of
money but they work their socks off.
(beat/bore/charm etc) the socks off
LIS o oy 3l 4 o1 Jladly Lo
e.g. He was one of those teachers who bored
the socks of his students with his classes.

sod
Sod’s law (A156) 05, 58 L
e.g. I's Sod’s Law that on the one

occasion when the train arrives on time,
I'm late!
soft
soft in the head ot~ Jaad s
c.g. I can’t change my mind now, she’ll
think I've gone soft in the head.
be soft on sb

J Gloza ol jasns) Gyl of Lons 045,
¢.g- I think Conor must be soft on Julie. he
keeps sending her cards.
have a soft spot for sb/sth

ade gy gl Lasnt ooy

e.g. I've got a seal soft spot for Thomas. 1
softly

a sofily, softly approach  US2e as Joladl|
s ol e J5 30y Lo il
e.g. The recent unsest in the capital
suggests the government’s softly, softly
approach to reform is not working.
sold
be sold a pup
Jba Wiy nall iy 5 By o 9
e.g. If you paid so much money for that
car, you've certainly been sold a pup.
soldier
a soldier of fortune (u"i ) B g (ki
e.g. A soldier of fortune in the service of
both Christian and Muslim kings, he was
constantly fighting from 1065.
solid
as solid as a rock PSS e
e.g. So much fumniture these days is so
flimsy. This table here was made a hundred
years ago and it’s as solid as a rock.
some
and then some b3
e.g. It looked like 20.000 people and then
some at the demonstration.
son
sonof abitch o ,.alli)ls (t_;,.lfc,gl)
(Y1 3905 5 15) Lo jasnd o i
e.g- Son of a bitch! Have you seen what he
wrote in this letter?
sonof a gun <LJ| sl Lass Lo isle
(oY1 592> @1'*) (pg) ¥l oph b atlosss of
c.g. Son of a gun! I can’t believe they put
her in jail for that!
song
a song and dance

(f 'f,) 7253 Jeks il s sdns Loal
e.g. She gave me some song and dance



sooner

sour

about her kids always being sick and not
being able to get to the meetings.

5leas 538 31 canly (15L))
e.g. Ravandli looked a bit tired in last
Saturday’s match but he’s certainly on song

be on song

tonight.
for a song
(p8) G dom3 ot i o pas
e.g. This is one of my favourite pieces of
fumiture and I got it for a song in a market.
make a song and dance about sth/sb
MYl o 2 ol gains ioy 4@l
e.g. I only asked her to move her car but
she made such a song and dance about it.
sooner
no sooner said than done
28re JSa = Janll gl s de by laase
e.g. Would you mind closing the window
for 2 while? No sooner said them done.
sore
a sote point/spot  iu.loo o Cing dhi
e.g. [ tried not to make any reference to
Mike’s striking habits. I know it’s a sore
point with Kay at the moment.
stand/stick out like a sore thumb
o W o cilssna JSay 4k
e.g. Everyone else was in Jeans and casual
gear and I had my office clothes on. I stuck
out like a sore thumb.
SOftOws
drown your sorrows
il T i) L) g 20
e.g. I've got a bottle of Whiskey. Shall we
stay in and drown our sorrows?
sotts

be out of sorts ] Ji.lna—.uuo,u S
i) |G e gl 2 ad | Saze = 0ol | 0

e.g. I've been feeling tired and headachy
and generally out of sorts for sometime.
it takes all sorts (to make a world)
Joiin OF oo s) and | s epians ol ey
bz el 01 258 0T oy (Lany Liamy
e.g. Now the couple next door, they go
swimming in the sea in the middle of
winter. Well, it takes all sorts, as they say.
soul
be the soul of discretion
G5 s Jand| e
e.g. As to Nigel, he’s the soul of discretion.
I'm quite sure he won’t mention this to
anyone.
sell your soul (to the devil) i G i
39id 1 ol Jga Y1 he U guard | Jrrme
e.g. As far as Mike is concerned, he badly
wanted the job and he’d sell his soul to the
devilto getit  abaa J| Jad Ola2)l Gslay
sound
be as sound as a bell
S domary Lol 045
e.g. Her constitution is as sound as a bell.
be as sound as a dollar (‘....u )
b Ul 29 30 LSS Joars (50)
e.g. The engine has been as sound as a
dollar since it was overhauled.
soup
be in the soup JSLas § &) B
e.g. The team know that if they lose on
Saturday, they’ll teally be in the soup.
}9 | uJ | Ja VI o
e.g. She told us everything about the trip

from soup to nuts

from soup to nuts.

sour

sour grapes Johy l‘uﬂ"{'z"%"
38| oo s = () el g 3 gical|



south

357

speed

e.g- I don’t think it’s such a great job. and
that’s not just sour grapes because I didn’t
getit.
south
e.g. When oil prices went south, it caused
problems right across the economy.
space
a space cadet (u"")

Clie Jainag gk Yl pasns
e.g. I wouldn’t trust him with the children.

He’s a real space cadet.

go south

watch this space
Jeial | § ool a3 5
e.g. I have plans for my career. Watch this
space.
spade
call a spade a spade (lglali s L3YI s
AN plnr o GBI o o aind] o 3
e.g. You know me, | call a spade a spade
and when I see someone behaving like an
wdiot, I tell them.
PAdEs  iayiigum =~ UppayieS Slas
e.g. I don’t get colds often, but when I do
I get them in spades.
spare
be like a spate brick at a wedding
i 2l g O 3 g o) (G550 jats
(A 51 s glames o) g s
¢.g. Everyone else there had come with
their partner and [ was left fecling like a

spare brick at 2 wedding.

80 sparc Bl many
e.g. She’d go spare if she found out he was
spending all that money.

spark

a spark plug

Joadl e o= ety s L] = bl dhas
e.g. The school’s new principal is the spark
plug in a team that includes parents, teachers
and community.
sparks fly a5l 0 Laddly Lol Jasss

gl sl plasel | )b Jasts = ST o
¢.g. They don’t have the easiest of
relationships and when they got together
in a meeting sparks fly.
speak
speak for itself/themselves ¢ Joer)

PISI Pl o i oo Doy (F1 Jas
e.g. His record speaks for itself.
speaking
not be on speaking terms

plas b= 3 = lagoan J] Samd [ OLa
c.g. She’s not on speaking terms with her
ex. husband.
spec
on spec S s s g po AW pndy
losizy 8k nds oy
e.g- You could always tumn up at the airport
on spec and see what’s available on the day.
spectacle
make a spectacle of yourself
8 gl s o Jr = () s o
e.g. I wasn’t going to make a spectacle of
myself by dancing with my grandma!
spectre
raise the spectre of sth 5 2 s JI 8
e.g. Drought and war have maised the spectre
of food shortages for millions of people.
speed
up to speed
Uome el ol o = 30 LS yimn i o
e.g. We arranged for some home tutoring
to get him up to speed with the other



spick

spoon-fed

children in his class.

e.g. Before we start the meeting I'm just

going to bring you up to speed on the latest

developments.

spick

be spick and span .5l Bl 4

e.g. The kitchen was spick and span as

ever, every surface wiped down and

everything in its place.

spin

B0 im0 (il )
Ll spamld 6 L2Y

e.g. In politics, this is the age of the spin

a spin doctor

doctor and image maker.
be in a spin e Sl
e.g. She’s in a spin over the arrangements
for the party.
send/throw sb. into a spin
PR BT P l:aa'-.“-éﬁ
e.g. News of the doctor’s resignation had
sent management into a spin.
spirit
as/when the spirit moves you ojini Lois
(A185) L0 WS ¢S el ids |0 153l |
(pg 4 f30 )
e.g. He’ll cook now and again, when the
spinit moves him.
enter/ get into the spirit of sth
Lginny Lis )Ly —po oy
e.g. I'm afraid I was feeling too ill to really
get in the spirit of the evening.
spit
spit and polish Lol |y oz |
e.g. All it needed was a bit of spit and
polish and we got it looking as good as new.
spit nails
spit chips/tacks

@l of gl 23020 Sl o ot
e.g. He was spitting nails when he saw
what had happened to his car.
I could (just) spit!
AT oantdlydla Lo elat o
spit-and-sawdust e ¢ d8 (6-) Ol

e.g. There are one or two spit- and -
sawdust pubs in the town centre but
nothing temotely trendy.
spitting
be the spitting image of sb
o A J.wﬁll b isge
e.g. He’s the spitting image of his father.
splash
make a splash
JOT PO P POy B P PSR FP TR
e.g. It wasn’t a best-seller but it did make a
splash in American literary circles.
spleen
vent your spleen
(f-t_)ui Ui iy ¢ le 4 o v
e.g. Politicians used the press conference
as an opportunity to vent their spleen on
reporters.
spoiling
be spoiling for a fight ,ltll Cigha 5i jiie
e.g. The trouble was caused by a group of
demonstrators who were obviously spoiling
for a fight.
spoke
JﬁJiJL’ﬁ‘.‘f"'—A“t_Jf:“’.'Juisﬁ‘
gasnd dbs of Loy e
e.g. Tell him you're using the car that week-

put a spoke in sb’s wheel

end. That should put a spoke in his wheel.

spoon-fed

be spoon-fed ol Ggne e Jrai = P



sporting

squate

el O3hs9 U g Dl glas
e.g. When I was at school we weren’t
spoon-fed, we had to work things out for
ourselves.
sporting
a sporting chance
515 30 0555 1 26 S0y 1k o
e.g. It's by no means definite but there’s a
sporting chance he'll get the job.
spot
glued/rooted to the spot
(69) oste V6l5a § s
e.g. [ stood there rooted to the spot as he

came nearer and nearer.

hit the spot c-:-g (JS'*II us)
e.g. Mmm, that pecan pie hit the spot.
on the spot Boullly o2l SN

e.g. If you're caught without a ticket,
you'te fined on the spot.
gl gy
e.g- The police were called and they were
on the spot within three mmutes.
(13 ) i i v
e.g. I ran on the spot for ten minutes to
warm myself up.
put sb on the spot l:aa'-.&cég_‘b)xgcﬂ
o o Sl | 515 36| e o B30
e.g. Steve rather put him on the spot by
asking when we were going to get a pay rise.
spot light

be in the spodight i 42y s yallih 4
c.g. I always assumed she liked being in the
spodight.

steal the spotlight

i 5 ) iy ..I,.,‘JIJ,..;
e.g. It was said that he was jealous of his
wife because she stole the spotight from him.

spots
knock spots off sb/sth

Ugps T gaind o Ggicy
c.g. There’s a vegetarian restaurant in
Brighton that knocks spots off any round here.
spout
be up the spout (2ote) ot Glaw)
e.g. His sister’s only just tumed sixteen and
she’s up the spout.
Jb = s

c.g. Pete lost his job so that meant our

up the spout

holiday plans went up the spout.
spring
be no spring chicken (UJ- S3)

Pl U o s
¢.g. He must be ten years older than
Grace, and she’s no spring chicken.
sput
on the spur of the moment

anlll g oo ¢ Ylowi, |

e.g. It was something I bought on the spur
of the moment, and I've regretted it ever
since.
spurs
cam/win your spurs Gy ld ey
c.g. He won his spurs during his party’s
long period of opposition before the war,
and is now recognized as one of the most
skilled politicians of our time.
square
a square meal

Tt J1 3lgad1 JS (g AalS 2y
e.g. If you’re only eating a chocolate bar
for lunch you need a good square meal in
the evening.
a square peg (in a round hole)



squeaky

stakes

(pe) g¥l b
e.g. I never did understand what Paddy
was doing in accounts. He was a square peg
in a round hole.
back to square one
Al 2hE J] g0 = Ty o o 34y
e.g. If this guy rejects our offer we’ll have
to go back to square one and start the
. whole recruitment process again.
be on the square dsls ¢ ol
e.g. So this guy you’re buying the car from-
how do you know he’s on the square?
squeaky
squeaky clean
| Gl W] i s Galeoy pual
e.g. Journalists have been trying to
discover whether the Senator really is as
squeaky clean as he claims to be.
e.g. I love the squeaky clean feel of my
hair after I've washed it.
squeeze
put the squeeze on sb/sth  +3i: Uyl
e ) b Lo sl pases o bial|
e.g. Human rights activits hope the US
president will put the squeeze on the
island’s rulers.  jasd Jas Gaar JSLte iy
e.g. The recession has put the squeeze on
many small businesses.
stab
have/make a stab at sth/doing sth.
G pbdll el Gy o Jowr pLiH 0 2
e.g. I'd never tried water skiing before, but

I had a stab at it while I was in Greece.

stable
closing/shutting the stable door after
the hotse has bolted wded 01T b

paad | dmg ptd ity ¥ (it | i | o
e.g. Improving security after a major theft
would seem to be a bit like closing the
stable door after the horse has bolted.
staff
the staff of life ( ;s )
Sl Loles = 5L | s
e.g. Bread is the staff of life, which is why
we only use the finest organic flour to
make ours.
stag
a stag night/party g ds b Jis
Laih Jlo ) 1) | 6 Btof outny
e.g. On Keith’s stag night, his friends left
him tied to a lamp post in Trafalgar Square,
wearing only his underpants.
anail o103 Jim J] condy o

e.g. He usually prefers to go stag to patrties.

go stag

stage
set the stage for sth
pos Srgdond Gy ) Sgas ¢ o) and | i

e.g. The purpose of that first meeting was
to set the stage for future co-operation
between Russia and USA.
the stage is setforsb ¢ 2 &igond §5420 590
e.g. The stage is now set for a really
exciting climax to this year’s championship.
stake:
go to the stake o sl OF dazee

ey JWil e B6s pY Tl ol
e.g. She believed passionately that the
government were wrong on this issue and
was prepared to go to the stake for her views.
stakes
pull up stakes

ATobsn by ¢ rlps osie pliis
e.g. He pulled up stakes in Indiana and



stalking stars
moved, permanently. right.

stalking standing

a stalking horse could do something standing on your head

R [ LI T SO
e.g. He was a stalking horse, intended to
undermine what was regarded at the time
as a2 weak leadership.

=l g slad eas Y
e.g. It’s feared that the talks are just a
stalking horse for a much wider deal
between the two parties.
stall
set out your stall
tt Jas e Hacanas o ol
e.g. We've set out our stall to win the
championship and we’ll be disappointed if
we don’t.
stand
stand or fall by sth  J2il | 5 o L)l oy
e.g. The new television channel will stand or
fall by its ability to attract younger viewers.
stand up and be counted
SIS g slyT e maai
e.g. Those who did have the courage to
stand up and be counted were arrested and
imprisoned.
make astand ;2 45 sl e Gigs b
e.g- I felt the situation had existed for far
too long and it was time to make a stand.
take a stand
Eal Cably pl Tiggo S o Iy bl oo
e.g. Many politicians fail to take a stand on
equal rights for women.
standard-bearer
a standard-bearer a=ls Iy ail,
w3188 Joas oo ~ (Yar i 3)
c.g. He’s the standard bearer of the party’s

e oy Y Y| a6 o5 Jans p o5
e.g. I've done this job for so long I could
do it standing on my head.
leave sb/sth standing x| s Gk
e.g. Stella’s singing was so good, she left
the others standing.
stands
as it stands ,._.a;o,;—u,w,,.w
e.g. As it stands, the Panel’s decisions can
be teviewed by the courts.
staring
be staring sb. in the face

Fon ls u.ih.‘ Fog o\
e.g. We spent ages wondering how we
could make more space in the shop and the
answer was staring us in the face all the time.
Gadodleliy e dadge ddis Y
e.g. With only one day’s supply of water
left, death was staring him in the face.
stark
statk naked  Llo Ol o 5o clalas e
e.g. He walked into the room stark naked.
be stark raving mad J'-: ¢ Ogimeg u*)‘lé
e.g. She looked at me as though she
thought I was stark raving mad.
starry-eyed
starry-eyed
u.....”ul‘,’u...:lébi? b e daa
e.g. Starry-eyed youngsters may dream of
running away to the circus but life on the
road is far from romantic.
stars
stars in your eyes = Bladl guin B
iy il e Ly Wl LIV o glaay J8Lize



start

stick

e.g. She was a girl with stars in her eyes
and dreams of becoming famous.
start
bring/pull sb up with a start
Sa| e gy Yea Loy Lasnts o s
¢.g. The sound of his voice pulled me up
with a start.
state
the state of play  JlsdI8sall( olodl iyl
e.g. The article provides a useful summary of
the current state of play in the negotiations.
state-of-the-art
state-of-the-art & lanad lysje Yl ol
e.g. State-of-the-art computer graphics
show how your kitchen could be transformed.
station
marry beneath your station (I"i 5 )
liid opp Pl de oz | 1ad (0 955
e.g. Her father who felt that she had
martied beneath her station, refused to
speak to her.
status quo
the status quo e ga b e Sl o
e.g. The army, having maintained the
status quo for so long is embarking on a

series of reforms.

steam
let off steam
blow off steam Ep [P RNS Sy

e.g. I've told her she can call me and talk
any time she wants to blow off steam.
pick up steam

S Tar Sy Jaallpois o (s ¢ lax
e.g. There are signs that the economy is
picking up steam.
under your own steam

Lolsdl L:L)Laou-’fl..\“o.l.‘au hl.»iuadyu‘g)

e.g. Don't bother sending a car for us. We
can get there under our own steam.
stem
from stem to stetn
eSS B P [ Y P TR TR PR T e
e.g. We overhauled the car from stem to stem.
step
step on it !
step on the gas!
() susvomss s (pliole) ol
e.g. Step on the gas, will you, we have to
be there in five minutes.
mind/watch your step o =y 2ol (o |
e.g. Watch your step; the floor’s wet and
1t’s a bit slippery.
watch your step Ji ¥ i e oS
JS el elde i Gt Juw
e.g. He'd better watch his step if he wants
to carry on working here.
stew
be in a stew (ﬁ.ﬁ ,.:u)
Aliyly BI85 3 iy B o poy on b
e.g. She was in a stew over the party
arrangements.
leave sb to stew
let sb stew
ol lesl o L o oilly ol gl Loz 80
e.g. I could have said a few comforting
words and made him feel better but I
thought Id let him stew a while instead.
stick
stick in your gullet/throat o i
(2ale) 550 = 4o darly s ade Conamy - il
e.g. What really sticks in my gullet is the
way he treats the women in the office.
a stick to beat sb/sth with
Citay o= V1 8 3 o | Slbany e 5l o



sticking

still

e.g. As far as the opposition are concemed,
the slightest hint of scandal is yet another
stick to beat the government with.
get on the stick
Sl S Yl o 31 Jal lo s Jams
e.g. It I get on the stick I'll finish the
report by this evening.
get/take (a ot of/some etc ) stick
come in for (a lot of/some etc ) stick
clas booy Slin 13409 diy
e.g. I get a lot of stick from people at work
over the way I dress.
give sb (a lot of /some etc) stick
¢.g. I got your name wrong when I first
met you. I recall you gave me a lot of stick
about that.
moce sth than you can shake a stick at
(45 ) e Y g o 5
c.g. I don’t know why she wants more
shoes. She’s already got more pairs than
you can shake a stick at.
sticking
a sticking point
Ll 5l 15 S OSLEYI el 3 ¥ I s
e.g. Pay has been a major sticking point in
negotiations.
stick - in - the - mud
astick-in - theemud  jizis Jols a5
Vs Gagddl YL Slazs oz ol J]
NEN] NV
c.g. Anyway, ’'m not interested n married
men. "Oh, don’t be such a stick-in-the-mud."
sticks
sticks and stones may break my bones
(but words will never hurt me)
O3 ¥ igis 51 4550 8 g LIS
¢.g. Crificism has never bothered me. Sticks

and stones may break my bones, and all that.
up sticks
pick up sticks Jrrsabys g
e.g. I was even thinking I might pick up
sticks and move to somewhere completely
new.
sticky
be (batting) on a sticky wicket
1R D) D VL FP RV S P NER
e.g. You know you're batting on a sticky
wicket there, not paying tax.
come to/meet a sticky end
(A8) sl Ll ey = ndid Ty by g
e.g. Of course the villain comes to a sticky
end in the last act of the play.
have sticky fingers Gyl = ol
e.g. Another wallet has been stolen, so it
looks as though someone in the office has
sticky fingers.
stiff
a stiff upper lip o lis-| e s,0dl Slhay
Jp= V1S 3 Gola gy gns
e.g. | never once saw my father cry or
show any sign of vulnerability. It’s an old
British stff upper lip.
be as stiff as a board tinze )
e.g. It’s so cold out there - the washing was
as stiff as a board when I brought it in off
the line. _gjlewad! .tp..l',_‘,-) Lo Cisae Y
(Jsdoal
e.g. I cycled fifty miles yesterday, and when
I woke this moming, I was as stff as a board.
still
still waters run deep  isw 15 ((53lg) /0 4dae
($4) plss alsdl comi ¢ Fdine o1 Uizs Lo
e.g. He’s quiet and shy, it’s true, but stll

waters run deep.



sting 364 stool
sting stocking
asting in the tail Iy st sllily in (your) stocking/s stockinged feet

el G L) = ] Qs g i e Gy
e.g. At the start, it’s humorous and light
but like most of her short stories there’s a
sting in the tail.
take the sting out of sth HQ'?»&A'_&&";}_
e.g. Humour of course can take the sting
out of almost any unpleasant situation.
stink
kick up a stink
make/raise a stink

st o o g [pns T 5

e.g. He kicked up a stink at the restaurant
because the meal was late.
stir
cause/create a stit  ols¥l ol Obue Yl 8

e.g. Emma caused quite a stir in her little

black dress last night.
stit-crazy
stir-crazy Ol Jeblid 5odly Palby s

LS oY1l Y1 2] 3 stir) Ay gbsde 4> [y
(gl =

e.g. It's no wonder she’s going stir-crazy,

shut in that tiny house all day with three

young children.

stitch

Juai ¥l e

bl Jomizs OF J3 JS'L2ad| Jous3p30al |

e.g. If you don’t repair the oil leak now,

a stitch in time (saves nine)

you might damage the whole engine. It's a
case of a stitch in time.

stitches
have sb in stitches

(Sonsa) ) 2igid ] o oy las
e.g. She told a couple of jokes that had us

all in stitches.

o i 1093 ol 20 LY
e.g. She crept upstairs in stocking feet so
as not to wake the baby.
He stood five feet five in his stocking feet.
stomach
not have the stomach for sth
have no stomach for sth PRI |
dagjll gl delontdhellay ¥ = ppmn Jas 1)
€154 g e 3 = g Ja L1 o
e.g. Demoralised and exhausted, the soldiers
did not have the stomach for another fight.
stone
be carved/set in stone
sl B s s i
e.g. The rules aren’t set in stone, they can
be altered to suit changing circumstances.
Lopphp
sigr JS Js = dagd Jgosll Qi OF 09

e.g. Both organizations have vowed to

leave no stone unturned

leave no stone untumed in the search for
peace.
sink like a stone Ll Jod,
e.g. He had published two novels, both of
which sank like a stone.
a stone’s throw i ab dils — e 00 Js
e.g. The city centre is only a stone’s throw
away.
stony
fall on stony ground

TP [y AR B Y S P
e.g. Warnings about the disastrous effect
on the environment fell on stony ground.
stool

a stool pigeon

AT a8 el sl Slaglany (Jo p e



stops

straight

e.g. Once they discovered he was a stool
pigeon, it was only a matter of time before
they had him killed.
stops
pull out all the stops wdgr 5yl iy
2l f o) GUSLY St 3l
e.g. They pulled out all the stops for their
daughter’s wedding.
storc
mind the store - (f.) Ay s
wld gamlo o Ya o 2 U yms Jams
¢.g. So who's going to be minding the
store while your manager’s away?
set great/much store by sth
it e a5 s o5 0k
e.g. I've always set great store by his opsaion.
storm
a storm in a teacup
66 2 Jo a5 ekl - Olad b dms;
e.g. I think it’s all 2 storm in a tea cup.

There’s probably no danger to public
health at all.
ride out/weather the storm

USta o Clizy = Lo grisg oW oz,
e.g. It remains to be seen if the President
will weather the political storm caused by
the remarks.
taloe sb/sth by storm

UHE O S PR BEPE
c.g. Today we're interviewing the 20-year-
old fashion designer whe has taken Parnis
by storm.
(dance/sing/talk etc) up a storm
el bl dag b Jon: po&5
e.g. Her dog barks up a storm every time

story

but that’s another story
(65300 goue U ,2) 55T i any
e.g. Alex, meanwhile, was falling madly 1
love with Nicky, but that’s another story.
it’s/that’s the story of my life
e o) = gl 3 0 J Sy L Ly
(UAKD) ( sl 4 Gls J Sodony
e.g. She said she just wanted us to be
friends. That’s the story of my life.
that’s my story and I’m sticking to it
(P CT) JU T ISP PR SR 3 S
e.g. I'm not fat, I've just got big bones.
Well, that’s my story and I’m sticking to it.
straight
as straight as a die
as straight as a pin
V- bidldgh Jo aois - Ll 3
i) | 48 Ly Cinazag ool cs94d} o Jons
e.g. The road runs straight as a die for fifty
miles.
can’t think straight o 4| .Sl adazy 3
not be thinking straight
e.g. I was so tired. I wasn’t thinking
straight any more.
e.g. There are so many people talking, I
just can’t think straight.
couldn’t lie straight in bed
(Rele) Ltb ¢ Jloma = o2 b
¢.g. Nothing you could say about Pete
would surprise me. The man couldn’t even
lie straight in bed.
kept a straight face
e.g. I can never play jokes on people

Useda) 'U““""C,""&

because I can’t keep a straight face.

with a straight face

c.g. I don’t know how you can stand there
and repeat all that nonsense with a straight



straight

366 street

face.
play a straight bat  alei e dla Y| o
Ll | Db gland | oar e | s WS ogoians
e.g. When asked about the affair, he plays
s9¢ta gasnd (05 oni) ¥
Byyeed | Bladl laze TLYL L
¢.g. Wilf has played a straight bat all his

a straight bat.

life. I can’t believe he’d get mixed up in
anything illegal.
straight from the shoulder

Lylee iy ¢ d | poay
e.g. I gave it to him straight from the
shoulder. You’re talking garbage’, I said.
WIS pany i e S
e.g. Straight up, John, I never laid a finger

straight up

on her.
a straight attow s, ¢ 435 ¢ el T
e.g. Friends describe Menendez as a
straight arrow who rarely drank and was
close to his family.
a straight shooter

cilaly aalpd 4 55 jases
e.g. He'll mean what he says. He’s a
straight shooter.
shoot straight  Cay i Laly tas Gy 0 045
e.g. Marvin will shoot straight with you.
He’s a good guy to do business with.
the straight and natrow ol b1l
e.g. The threat of a good beating should
keep him on the straight and narrow.
Ll Goly Ugins
e.g. You trust Penny to tell you the truth.

be as straight as a die

She’s as straight as a die.

sals (o Jd)
(é)“—‘-‘}‘ »u&&&i)l&) i | ey

c.g. Just give it to me straight. How badly

give it to me straight

hurt is he?

straining
be straining at the leash
M I S ¢ g b Jalay
e.g. Meanwhile we hear that our soldiers
have reached a peak of fitness and are
straining at the leash.
straw
a straw in the wind
SlsYiobbyl e Jds of e
e.g. There were one or two straws in the
wind yesterday that suggested an offensive
was imminent.
the straw that breaks the camel’s back
sl b casad Jlazd
e.g. Losing my job was bad enough but
having the relationship end like that was
the straw that broke the camel’s back.
the final/last straw
Cibgad| = adl 4b coad 5, Y d2D) |
AT o arlasmi s 28T Jaos illamy o (s
e.g. He'd been unhappy at work for a long
time but the last straw came when he was
refused promotion.
straws
clutch/grasp at straws Ld glas
ool b Sz oly o 2y hass ¢ gon)
e.g. He’s hoping that t}u; new treatment
will help him, but I think he’s clutching at
straws.
wow Ptb ¥ ciead Joby e ¥
e.g. She thinks he might still be interested
because he calls her now and then but I
think she’s clutching at straws.
street
street smarts L bz Bl | (g0 s s
il | i cale ¢ S L2 Jo asus]]
e.g. These kids around here may not be



streets

strings

much good at reading or writing, but they
sure have a lot of street smarts.
be (just/right) up sb’s street
Gllaaal yi wlaglas oi Globuazs| yors
e.g. I've got a litte job here which should
be right up your street.
the man/woman/person in the street
oWl Jo b 50, g5l g,
e.g. Do the plans for celebrating the
millennfum take into account the views of
the man in the street?
streets
be streets ahead Jolas o 3 e Gy g
e.g. He’s fairly average at English but his
maths is streets ahead of any other kid in
the class.
strength
go from strength to strength
iz o dnze ylig e igi ooy
e.g. The firm has gone from strength to
strength since he took over as manager.
on the strength of something
138 gelad e ¢ o s lyo J] Dl
e.g. On the strength of the projected sales
figures, we decided to expand our business.
He was accepted for the writing course on
the strength of a few articles in his local

paper.
a / towes of strength
s linall ).ol'.;“‘ B,i”;.g olas
e.g. Roger was a tower of streagth when
my parents died.
stretch
not by any stretch of the imagination
by no stretch of the imagination
JLsl o Laga (i) jisls)
e.g. He’s pleasant looking but by no

stretch of imagination could you describe
him as handsome.
stride
get into your stride
hit your stride (i )lendlins Jos o0 Sz
(p ) inmall ooty cioplaadly oYl iy
e.g. I’s unfair to criticize him so soon after
he’s started. After a week; when he’s got
mto his stride, ’'m sure his work will improve.
take sth in your stride
take sth in stride o Slee bl Jis
el i 2L 35 Lplaons Y el b
e.g. A certain amount of criticism comes
with the job and you have to leam to take it
in stride.
string
another string to your bow
ebMage J] 5154 cioias
e.g. If you can teach English as well as
Yoga, it’s another string to your bow.
have sb on a string bl ads s
c.g. She can get him to do anything she
waants. She’s got him ona string.
strings
no strings (attached) Uiwy J) b,2 09>
(W gois el b6 LY 505 slsaeln ol dnuiel
e.g. The donation has no strings attached,
so the charity 1s free to use it for whatever
purpose it chooses.
opposite with strings (attached)
b2y (Sall)
c.g. Most of their so-called ‘special offers’
come with strings attached, so beware.
pull strings Slaanadl e 0dgii Joazoy
ot gl el
¢.g. 1 may be able to pull a few strings for
you if you need the document urgently.



strip

368

stuffed

pull the strings
(RTINS R Y PR T N
e.g. I'd really hke to know who’s pulling
the strings in that organization because it’s
not the elected committee.
strip
tear sb off a strip
tear a strip off sb
oS5, s o g ol 25
e.g. He tore her off a strip for being late.
A stripes
earn your stripes Sliylar oo
e.g. She eamed her stripes as a junior
repotter before becoming education
correspondent.
stroke
a stroke of luck b 4 0
e.g. By a stroke of luck, someone at work
happened to be selling very cheaply exactly
the piece of equipment that I needed.
strong
a strong stamach sdalie e s,aall
(Ste ol 5geaS) e ol | Jia) |
e.g. Some of the war scenes are fairly
hornfic. You need to have a strong
stomach to watch them.
5Nags 581
e.g. It has to be said, logic isn’t Katherine’s

be sb’s strong point/suit

strong point.
be as strong as an ox  Lilewad 553l e 4 LS
e.g. Get Cazsl to lift it. He’s as strong as
on ox.
come on strong

L 0 g iomin BT le s (IS5 8
e.g. Towards the end of the evening he
was coming on strong and I knew it was

time to leave.

0de g ol 5ty Lasd itay .Y
e.g. I have to come on strong with some of
the guys to get them to cooperate.
stubbormn
be as stubborn as a mule

5ty 1T loaze = [aor s
e.g. You won’t get him to change his mind.
He’s as stubborn as a mule.
stuck
squeal like a stuck pig

N Y1 oy gu g ¢ s

e.g. It was only a scratch, but he started
squealing hike a stuck pig.
bz Jaiy ol J-.’J
¢€.g. She met her latest stud-muffin in the gym.

stud-muffin

stuff
stuff and nonsense
(5 55o5) 3573 Ciinas p S
e.g. Stuff and nonsense! I never said
anything of the sort.
do your stuff
5yl dlas Ao bog adgr e SISy
e.g. When it comes to restore grand pianos
Mr. Motley really knows his stuff.
strut your stuff
(A18) (Sae ya3 J1 3) Slie |y 4110
e.g. [ thought you’d be up there on the
dance floor, strutting your stuff.
stuffed
a stuffed shirt Hdmze = 5900 Lasl
e.g. I knew he was a banker and expensively
educated, so; I was expecting him to be a
stuffed shirt.
Get stuffed [peens 55l 0 da J g5
(20le) salay] 4 53 yasnds oo Mlinuis 8
e.g. Oh, get stuffed, Jordan! You’te not so

petfect yourself.



stuffing

surface

stuffing

kmock the stuffing out of sb ais si i
u‘.""““"'“ ddnds J ool 0308 e

e.g. It was their third defeat in 2 row and it

really knocked the stuffing out of them.

stumbling

a stumbling block o
e.g. Money obviously is a2 major stumbling
block in any project of this size.

stump

on the stump U0 SJb b el

bVl 5 Llasly il
e.g. On the stump in North Dakota,
Adetson took time out to give this
interview to our reporter.
style
cramp sb’s style
(L2t o ol Jaall 3) Juaiad | agples] e ais
e.g. Are you sure you don’t mind your old
mother coming along with you? I'd hate to
cramp your style.
sublime
from the sublime to the ridiculous
(1d?) 615 o201 J) 5landl o 21y
e.g. The evening went from the sublime to
the sidiculous, an hour-long piano recital
followed by two hours of senseless imitations.
suck
suckitandsee oLl sandis 2>
Vi Lole O B ,ad
e.g. I'm not sure at this stage whether it’s
the right job for me. I've just got to suck it
and see.
sucker
play sb for a sucker
(lar dole) i < o gaind pn Jolass
e.g. Don’t try to play me for a sucker, I want

to know where the rest of the money went.
suit
follow suit

(3T gans Joa) 02l o Joi € 03 3ioms
e.g. If other companies lower their prices,

we shall have to follow suit.

sun
think the sun shines out (of) sb’s
arse/backside  DBlasl i wige b Jg

s et o) T Lains oy yasnt)
b:,:&q‘sﬁ Yyl - (o,g);,”i) olis
e.g. You're never going to hear Maggie
crticizing Jim. She thinks the sun shines
out his backside.
O JS b sl et comi

¢.g. She seems to have an opinion on every

under the sun

subject under the sun.
supper
sing for your supper (I"l Y ,..»)
Sl ol (51 o i jasnt) deasey p yis
e.g. Dan’s upstairs fixing my computer.

I'm making him sing for his supper.

sure

sureashell iS5 Lo dlaanio S5y
e.g. I sure as hell wish I'd never asked him
to my house.

sure thing o 11 e dib gl | 4 deais J 3

Sga Lk = 5T jasds hoo ol doss-
e.g. Can you give me a ride tomorrow
moming? "Sure thing-no problem.”
as sure as eggs (are/is eggs) piye oo LS
e.g. It's a sure thing she’ll buy the most
expensive jacket in the store.
surface
scratch the surface ¢ yoga) Lodans dalae
e.g. Up 1o now newspaper articles have
only scratched the surface of this



swath

370 swing

tremendously complex issue.
swath
cut a swath/swathe through sth
ddhie § 5lally oogall s
e.g. Violent electrical storms cut a swath
through parts of the South yesterday.
swear
swear blind
swear up and down
swear black and blue  Lins o Cilss
paiaad | IS5 3] Lo guainy g
e.g. If I ask her I know she’ll swear blind
she locked the door.
e.g. He swore up and down that he’d never
seen the letter.
e.g. He swore black and blue he had
nothing do with the missing money.
sweat
by the sweat of your brow
csianl | 3gpmadl ¢ ol LG pm
e.g. A decent hard-working man, he
supported his family by the sweat of his
brow.
| sla ¥

e.g. Don’t sweat it. We’ve got plenty of

don’t sweat it !

time to get there before the show starts.
in a (cold) sweat (l;"li,i l‘_,") 6,6 mas

e.g. I dreamed I'd left the tickets at home
and woke up in 2 cold sweat.

sweep
sweep sth under the carpet

Fn sy e Jans of USta s lis- | Jglows
sweep sth under the mat/rug
e.g. The evidence was on film and the

police couldn’t just sweep it under the rug.

sweet

sweet Fanny Adams

sweet F.A. Jod) Lage .8 4G
(fuck all = F.A) Gt o5 oJ o Bt gy 5 )

e.g. And what did we get for all our hard

work? sweet F.A.l

sweet nothings (gl | ol u...sl._,_,r)ls

e.g. He was leaning across the table,

whispering sweet nothings in her ear.

a sweet deal c_»balisl_,i die

e.g. It's a sweet deal for the companies

who get these franchises.

S S JST ) Joms

e.g. It’s things like chocolate and cake that

I can’t resist. I've got a real sweet tooth.

a sweet tooth

cop it sweet e yob b 4 b sl
e.g. We copped it sweet this afternoon.
The boss went home early.

Lol dlobaad | = Zopb dlolus ol 5aslos
e.g. I like to keep the neighbours sweet in
case we have to borrow a ladder or something

from them.

keep sb sweet

sweet-talk

sweet-talk sb into doing sth

ST ol Nowns 8,55 Jond asnt o |, p o5
e.g. Don’t let him sweet-talk you into
staying the night.
swing

swing both ways

o Ladly Jlr 0 Gt Gz 05,

e.g. I've seen her out with men as well. She
swings both ways, you know.

get into the swing of it/things

tanylany praieny s Jand Iy Goall | S ool ho G5 oy
e.g. | was just getting into the swing of
things when they transferred me to another

department.



swings

systems

gowithaswing  pls b o e
e.g. A traditional jazz band-now that
would help your party go with a swing.
swings

it’s swings and round abouts

what you lose on the swings. You gain

on the roundabouts. Sl 4 b g )b
S op ini s 1o o G 5Ll

e.g. If you make more money, you have to

pay more tax, so what we gain on the

swings, we losc on the rounabouts.

sword

a sowrd of Damocles hangs over sb’s head

a sword of Damocles hangs over sb

(ol o) Gamt s cdals i

e.g. You live with this sword of Damocles

hanging over your head knowing that you

carry the virus for a deadly disease.

swords

beat/turn swords into ploughshares

gV anzy ol EREYRVESS [F - 19
(amey eons) 20 s 10
e.g. It would have been unrealistic to
expect a country like United states to tumn
swords into ploughshares the moment the
cold war ended.
cross swords with sb
ol sldle g Jsu. pr il
e.g. We don’t always agree, in fact I've
crossed swords with her several times at
committee meetings.
system
get it out of your system
(¢ ¢) Saicais « i (o sl 5T pgudd 5
e.g. There’s a lot of anger in me and I have
to do something to get it out of my system.
systems
all systems go
(r.t)rlddf- b Jos o bY jals N
e.g. We've just got to get the software put
in place and then it’s all systems go.



