back

B b

a babe in the woods
ba> Jlp3las,sdl B
e.g. When it comes to dealing with men
she’s a babe in the woods
baby
a baby boomer
VA0 VL0 o Lo 15,00 b At gad | i
e.g. Clinton was the first baby boomer in
the White House.
the baby blues
(1% PUINTIYCH NV | I PYPVPRCT IS TP | P
e.g. As many as 60% of women suffer

from the baby blues

cry like 2 baby JaksS' S5
e.g. When I heard that she was safe, | cried
like 2 baby.

throw the baby out with the bath water
Lo gunsny jLally aze gl oS 5 201 oo yalins
e 03,1 13
e.g. [ don’t think we should throw the
baby out with the bath water. There are
some good features of the present system

that I think we should retain.
back
backand forth (1,0 >T J{ O o Jazs

(1,553
e.g. Nurses went back and forth among
the wounded, bringing food and medicine.
(the) back of beyond
Odedl o o1 paszad| I e o Tamy
e.g. He used to live in London, but now he
lives in the country, in the back of beyond.

back seat Uzl jaxli- oyl J| s

e.g. He used to be the most important man

in the team, but since his illness he has had

to have a back seat.

Back-seat

back seat driver _ilsuJ| daiad] § jdaw oy -0
Fllobla,] Jaysld) b

e.g. | hate taking my mother-in-law out for

a tnip: she 1s the most terrible back-seat

daver.

e.g. Don’t be a back-seat dnver. this

matter has nothing to do with you.

LSS [ BYVY I S PRTCRE |
back to squate one  LluJliks J| g 4> )]
e.g. He made a fortune, but gambled it all
away, so it was back to square one for him.
back to/against the wall

wa in Y b iigs §ar g
e.g. The soldiers decided that they would
have to stand and fight their backs were to
the wall.
backhanded compliment

r.ul,ic.ul, (o' Sae ilaloes
e.g. He said the wonderful thing about
London was that it was so easy to get out
of, which seemed to me a rather backhanded
compliment, i.e. he could have been praising
London’s travel system or saying that it was
a place one would be glad to leave
back-to-back FE ] IV R N IS TW T
e.g. His idea of a good time is to go to
three French movies back-to-back.
at the back of your mind 35Sl s
oW Jandl o ezl b S 0 a0 JU
c.g. It’s always at the back of my mind that
the illness could recur.
be fed up/sick to the back teeth

ht_,.‘o,‘aa‘}ldl_,d,ﬂby}llyﬂl’di



back-door

e.g. You're probably sick to the back teeth
of hearing about my problems!
be on sb’ back
(£19) 3ap o 2@l o LIl Lass 5
e.g. He’s still on my back about those
reports.
be on the back bumert
=5 ¥ Sy Jr gy US2a
e.g. For the moment strike action is on the
back burner.
be (glad)/happy/pleased to see the
back of sb ot sth. i)lg;l‘le.u—cjix
Gk b r gt o palid | o] pass ]
e.g. She was boring and we wete pleased to
see the back of her.
e.g. I'll be glad to see the back of this thesis.
It’s been going on for too long.
behind sb’s back
Loyl anle 093¢ b jast ik b
e.g. She was accused of going behind her
colleagues’ back to talk to management.
break your back
o | o Sl Jois - 2 4 poals
e.g. I'm not going to break my back
working for £120 a week!
by/through the back door » lisJ| 3_il>
e.g. He accused the govenment of
privatizing the health service
back-door
Ll 1Y o o il Sy gl | - 2y S
e.g. The Minister dismissed suggestions
that the move was a back-door attempt to
introduce national identity cards.
could do sth with one arm/hand tied
behind their back
(251) s g Janlly s
e.g. Her part in the film was not very

difficult-she could have done it with one
hand tied behind her back
fit/write sth on the back of a postage
stamp
|‘_\,,1L,;.-,&,,z,u|you,1.mo‘|,u~ Iia
e.g. What I know about car maintenance
could be written on the back of a postage
stamp.
get sb off your back
(215 Lo pand i Yo o paliy
e.g. I had to sell my house to get the
creditors off my back.
get/putsb’s backup LS ceaddld oy
(£915) cmidd| o o4 il i 0
e.g. She put my back up by interrupting
every thing I said.
have your back against/to the wall
T e sl pasntl) Ll B ged |5l boie
e.g. When his back was against the wall he
became very aggressive.
know sth like the back of your hand
' PPN I ZEptiPs]
e.g. He knew East London like the back of
his hand.
off the back of a lorty
off the back of a truck
(5-130) G om0l 101 U3 a5 il
e.g. I don’t know where he gets this stuff-
probably off the back of a lorty, There’s a
new stereo too which, I suspect fell off the
back of a lorry.
put your back into sth
Jass pLill Sagr JS Jis
e.g. You could dig this plot in an afternoon
if you put your back into it.
ride on the back of sth

Slimliad) 9'_’.‘23*2‘,13)3 PO



backward

e.g. Poetry performances are niding on
the back of the populanty of stand-up
comedy.
stab sb in the back
Gy - e dlit e o Gl e Lain o lgs
e.g. He has been lied to, stabbed in the
back, by people he thought were his friends.
a stab in the back
e.g. To have your brother tell the press
about your political plans. That must feel
like a real stab in the back.
talk out of the back of your head.
(c)b) Bls o 3 Vgl
e.g. He’s talking out of the back of his
head - you can’t get a flight to Australia for
less than £500 these days.
turn your back on sb
Gaslan jai g sl Lo jasnt) 4 4b
¢.g. Your children are appealing to you to
help them. You can’t just turn your back on
turn yourbackonsth L Jas ;¢ o
e.g. We cannot afford to tumn our backs on
tourism knowing how important it is.
watch your back g anilis Jo 0!
¢.g. I’s a rough neighbourhood so watch
your back when you are walking around
the streets.
when/while sb’s back is turned
O o 2 o slob b Lne
c.g. When my mother’s back was tumed, my
grandmother would give me chocolates.
the minute sb’s back is turned
b g s
¢.g. The minute the teacher’s back is
tumed, the children start throwing things at
each other.

you scratch my back and I'll scratch

daell gaelas
e.g. | have a job for you, but what can you

yourss

offer me in recum? You scratch my back
and I'll scratch yours
backing
backing and filling
Nk SG.:IL,SC?IJ;J_, 335

e.g. After much backing and filling she
finally agreed to hand over the company’s
books.
backroom
a backroom boy -l il Jaay e

(c)'-‘) sstandl lis O 09 Jany oo
e.g. Editors are very much the backroom
boys of the film world.
backs
live off the backs of sb

A Je Tl il o o 2ony
e.g. He was one of the wealthiest dictators
of all time and he lived off the backs of the

people.
backside

get off your backside

(5= ) Janll s JuS1 s 51
c.g. It's ime the government got off its
backside and did something about
improving the railways.
sit (around) on your backside

03,5V Jans Lo JuSI1 I 58 55 5L
e.g. How do people expect things to
change if they just sit on their backsides
and don’t bother to vote?
backward
backward at/in coming forward

SV ] il Of o V- J s

e.g. You must encourage Jim to speak up
at our meetings: he’s a bit backward in
coming forward.



backwards

22

without a backward glance Lo ot g
gl Mhone il | s 615
e.g. She left the city she had lived in all her
life without a backward glance.
backwards
bend/lean over backwards to do
something
ool ol jasnd sty Joriaad | Jony
e.g. Banks are bending over backwards to
help those in difficulties.
know sth backwards
know sth backwards & forwards
L PV
e.g. After 30 years in the business she
knows it backwards & forwards.
bacon
bring home the bacon
Jym =ilod 3] oo Lo S 0
e.g. If Jo’s going to be at home looking
after the kids, someone needs to bring
home the bacon.
¢.g. Racegoers crowded the stand to see
him bring home the bacon.  &l,Le 55 ¥
save sb’s bacon Jedl ] epp dany
e.g. You saved my bacon there, I'd probably
have lost my job if you hadn’t been ready
with an explanation.
bad blood ’ coin T o Bgsp0 Lal S
e.g. Police say the arson attack may have
been the result of bad blood between the

two families for generations.
a bad egg

Il yas
e.g. I would never trust Brown: he’s a bad
egg.

(in) bad faith gl - g las |y Gdll Je 55U
e.g. We think that the dealer who sold us
that car was acting in bad faith. He

intended to cheat us.
bad/poor form U a8l pas - 333 8
e.g. He should not have kept his guests
waiting; it’s very bad form.
(hit a) bad path
Ll f,aol;}:i.gdi aislay
e.g. I had to lend bill some money: he’s hit
a bad path recently.
a bad wortkman blames his tools
alts Mo DY e p gL ily
e.g. This oven bums everything. You know
what they say, 2 bad wotkman blames his
tools.
be bad news P32 pd
e.g. 've worked with her in the past and I
am telling you she’s bad news.
r gt I $
&l L sl La 0 048 01 (Y
e.g. After 17 years of Conservative

be in a bad way

govemment, the country was in a bad way.
be in bad odor with (445 o) aa SN o
e.g. He’s in bad odor with his partners for
having pulled out of the deal at the last
minute.
give sth/sb a bad name

e ol ot dnen ] (s
e.g. A few badly behaved football fans give
all football supporters a bad name.
Laad | g grn

e.g. Foreign aid has a bad name because it

have a bad name

often fails to help the people most in need.
give sth up as a bad job

rl&aY'éa:—.g_ Y aY s Jas o pued
e.g. After three attempts to explain the joke
I gave it up as a bad job.
gl ) e 58
e.g. The troubles started when John lost

go from bad to worse



bad-mouth

bait

his job and things have gone from bad to
worse ever since.
have a bad hair day SUSS ol Ypse A
(gl Jore o) 802 o b L)
e.g. I'm having a bad hair day today - I just
coudn’t do a thing with it this moming.
My computer’s having a bad hair day. It
does not wotk as it should.
Slopn-plp Yl Je ¥ gas,y .Y
have got it bad
(159 o fle £ 913) Ulono p 0
e.g. He missed the football game to see her
- he must have got it bad.
leave a bad taste in your mouth
s p Do 131 85 Lo
c.g. I was shocked at her remarks; they left
a bad taste in my mouth.
take the bad with the good
SISl e eI it i
e.g. Bringing up children certainly has its
problems, but you leam to take the bad
with the good.
turn up like a bad penny 5 J| or 5
L ) UaallS O1Sa 5l p g5 o daons - OIS
e.g. She’ll tum up again, like a bad penny
eli g o b LY
Oai ¥ D

just you see
bad-mouth

bad mouth sb/sth
pnaes 492 o = e 0 gl (IS
;.g. She’s alorays bad mouthing her colleagues.
ag

bag and baggage <lSkes oot b JS
¢.g. He didn’t pay his rent, so he was
thrown out bag and baggage.

sb’s bag of tricks a5t Loy .e¥i S
e.g. It remains to be scen what this side

will pull out of their bag of tricks for the
semi-final.
(whole) bag of tricks
»U.‘.caud:.,:aio‘,; st JS
e.g. When he put the contents of his house
up for sale, one man bought the whole bag
of tricks, every single thing.
abaglady JS Jasiy g cols Vi pabsnn
Jlgz el Lo
e.g- Did you see that bag lady looking
through the rubbish at the side of the road?
i i o1 Joo
(1) plandl o =S sl
c.g. All the plumpness she’d acquired in
middle age has gone. She was a bag of bones.
not be your bag (€,|.))q‘.:47 Yo b
e.g. Country music isn’t really my bag.
in the bag (&.);._.‘.»U.‘.--.qd_,l;:.ui
e.g. Once we’d scored the third goal, the
match was pretty well in the bag.
pull something out of the bag
U2 ooy Jary S i
e.g. They're really going to have to pull
something out of the bag tonight if they
want to qualify for the championship.
bags
pack your bags
Gy o o O o foom ) s
€.g. The chief of Police has defied the

order to pack his bags.
bait

a bag of bones

fish or cut bait gl 51 sllawas OF Lof
AN 3631 i p i Ol oy = ilys Y- pald)]

e.g. Your relationship’s going nowhere -

It’s ime to fish or cut bait.

RN PO

e.g. Antony keeps saying that women make

rise to the bait



baker

ball

bad drivers but I refuse to rise to the bait.
swallow/take the bait t_.x,-.; - ol ol
e.g. The offer of a free radio with every
television proved very popular and hundreds

of shoppers swallowed the bait.
baker

a baker’s dozen (v) Se W

balance

be/hang in the balance
J2ly £ bl i 3l oY1 gy lie B e
e.g. The financial situation is by no means
resolved and the club’s future is still very
much in the balance.
on balance sl JS lys ae
e.g. The report found that, on balance,
most people would prefer a female doctor
to a male doctor.
swing/tip the balance
st b e asley - Ol S or
e.g. The success of this film could tip the
balance in favour of other British films in
the future.
throw sb off balance
il Laind oy s - 65193 o
e.g. I wasn’t expecting any interaction with

the audience and was thrown off balance

by his questions.
bald A.i,‘;,ls,-.: ){,_d_,i
be as bald as a coot (C'}JI‘_'».ee-‘uJ‘)

e.g. Then he took off his hat and he was as

bald as a coot.
ball

aball and a chain  ill.y & Laaei S
ol o anzad G | Jy b b

e.g. The house had become a ball and a

chain - we couldn’t sell it and neither could

we rent it.

aballbreaker  (¢,13) Jle U dn, 15 510!
e.g. I don’t think you're going to like your
new flat mate - she’s a bit of a ball breaker.
the ball is in sb’s court

0y JUSEM] Jo - anle $5,53)
e.g. I've told him he can have his job back
if he apologizes, the ball is in his court now.
ball of fite Ll ilas. bladl gz 3 a5
c.g. The new manager will soon get the
business going again: he’s a real ball of fire.
be no ball of fire JguS o
be on the ball (£1) Wy (539 Lot
e.g. I didn’t sleep well last night and I'm
not really on the ball today.
e.g. The people who carried the ball for his

carry the ball

campaign were mainly volunteers.

drop the ball ‘ igin s | o0 Jondl iy

e.g. For god’s sake don’t drop the ball -

we’re relying on you.

have a ball ('..g.\s ,..au) )

e.g. "So how was the party last night?" It

was wonderful - we had a ball.

pick up/take the ball and run (with it)
lgsb pgiy s b dlas 15,8

e.g. This is a good proposal. I think we

should pick up the ball and run with it.

Jazadl el §Oslaz

e.g. Fourteen out of the fifteen nations

play ball

have agreed to the new restrictions but one
country still refuses to play ball.
set/start the ball rolling

b pue gy Mas 315 S8 b
e.g. The hospital appeal received a gift for
million to set the ball rolling.
keep the ball rolling 5 bnidldlone pbs § pzd
e.g. The product has been a great success



ballistic

bang

and we hope this advertising campaign will
keep the ball rolling.
the whole ball of wax JoSIb Jaall
e.g. She started working on the project in
96 and within six months was running the
whole ball of wax.
a whole new ball game
a totally different ball game
Ao By 5 ) Loy 1S ikiies e
¢.g. We'd done a lot of climbing in Scotland,
but the Himalayas were a whole new ball game.
ballistic
go ballistic
e.g. Apparently he told his wife he had
been out for a drink with his ex-girl friend
and she went balhstc.
balloon
the balloon goes up

I;B.C,w_, wagallpily Loae
e.g- The officer told us to remain fully
dressed so that we would be ready when
the balloon went up.
ballpark
a ballpatk estimate /figure

Zves Bussmo oy il sue
e.g. We're expecting sales of the book to
generate around $10,000 dollars although
obviously that’s just a ballpark figure.
be in the same ballpack . &)l ,a&dl i
¢.g. She makes over two thousand dollars
and I don’t know exactly how much Tom
makes but I guess it’s in the same ballpark.
balls
have sb by the balls

Liasmy comi G3lo b Lasnd puis
e.g. | owe them £5000. They have me by

(B9 o)

the balls.
balls-up
(ge ) es2 S e J2io (Sea o 5) g
e.g. The tnp was a complete balls-up from
beginning to end.
banana
a banana republic

Bl 5l Uend (gz0gSon 30 U0
c.g. People fear that the country will become
a banana republic if the economy doesn’t
pick up.
a banana skin bfquL:..u...l.u PR
e.g. The new tax has proved to be a banana
skin for the government.
bananas

c.g. She’ll go bananas if she sees the room

go bananas

in this state.
band-aid
aBand-Aid (0> e o - cige la
sio g hicl 55U dabasS
e.g. A few food and medical supplies were
delivered to the region but is was little
more than a2 Band Aid.
bandwagon
get/jump/leap on the bandwagon

oslad g per b Jas 3 1 z2dl ol
e.g. The success of the product led many
companies to jump on the bandwagon.
bane
the bane of your life

Sl Ut - bl slle

e.g. I have a sister who's always getting
into trouble and expecting me to sort her
out - she’s the bane of my life.
bang
bang one’s head against a brick wall



bank

bargaining

Jemimal| Jas Jglony 5T B3l g aly iy
e.g. Don’t try to persuade him-you’ll just
be banging your head against a brick wall:
he’ll never change.
bang on time Ll sasmall cg)l o pale
e.g. We thought that Jack might be late,
but he was bang on time.
bang goes sth

(g51) Bl oo - o il | s L
e.g. I've just been told I'm working late this
evening. Oh well, bang goes the cinema!
s Jas

c.g. You've done a bang up job clearing

a bang up job

out the garage.
be bang on R e e
e.g. You said she’d be in her forties, didn’t
you? you were bang on.
go over with a bang
(2215) Taly Bolows ooy i o1 205
e.g. A group of ballet dancers? That should
help your party go with a bang.
not with a bang but with a whimper
Bonw b Ll g o o
e.g. The concert ended not with a bang but
with 2 whimper, the rain forcing the
performance to stop fifteen minutes early.
(mote/a bigger etc) bang for your buck
(E.)b ) &5 L i g
e.g. This type of insurance policy will give
you more bang for your buck.
bank
not break the bank
Al Jliy g - SIS, 3 g2
e.g. And at £ 10 a bottle, this is a medicine
that won’t break the bank.
banner

under the banner of sth

WY FWU R PP AP Y e
e.g. They are campaigning under the
banner of traditional family values.
baptism
a baptism by/of fire

bl 35,0 J,YWJM,I,L._EJI

e.g. I was given a million-dollar project to
manage in my first month- it was a real
baptism by fire.
bar L -l
bar the door (to)

NPERVI KW PROVEIPU NS PRR NIN 1T
e.g. The club decided to bar the door to
anyone who did not live locally. 4 i iy
bare
bare your heart/soul

bo yaset) o Long &)l e uads - OLIS puais
e.g. We don’t know each other that well -
I certainly wouldn’t bare my heart to her.

hii S is J1 Y
e.g. We believe we have the bare bones of

the bare bones

an agreement.
lay bare sth

Lis 018 [l iz 51 o e 2SS
e.g. It's been promoted as the biography
that lays bate the truth behind the legend.
with your bare hands

o Y 5T BT LT Jlewsal 095 (L

e.g. The court heard how the criminal
strangled the woman with his bare hands.
lagls
into the batgain < oSl G Lo J] BLSYL

e.g. Caffeine is 2 brain stimulant, does not

bargain

have any beneficial effects on health and is
mildly addictive into the bargain.
bargaining

bargaining chip/counter  Loyluadl ,ais



bark bat
¢.g. Hostages were used as a bargatning bars

counter dunng the sicge. behind bars E |
bark e.g. He spent ten yeats behind bars after
bark up the wrong tree being convicted for armed robbery.

(Ste ol 1) 5| g fusns

e.g. If you think that I was responsible
then you are barking up the wrong tree: I
am completely innocent.
bark worse than one’s bite

3% Yy gl Jlo - dlabl o bl oL
e.g- Don’t be put off by what my father
says: his bark is worse than his bite, and he

is quite a kindly man, really.
barking
be barking mad (o285 ooas) Ogimnal b

¢.g. You went swimming in the sea in the
middle of winter? you must be batking mad!
barrel
not be a barrel of laughs
(g1 o) (Slomadl | o gy ¥) gl
e.g. He’s a bit serious isn’t he? 'yeah, not
exactly a barrel of laughs'.
be as funny as a barrel of monkeys
(Sool ons) [ Sloniae
e.g. Their show was one of the funniest
I've evet seen - more fun than a barrel of
monkeys!
have sb over a barrel
ca g 95l nnas 53l 3 Ui s
c.g- She knows I need the work, so she’s
got me over a barrel in terms of which she
pays me.
scrape the barrel
dows Jou g0 292y pand |hade b jassd ks
e.g. You know you're really scraping the
barrel when you have to ask your old

mother to come to the cinema with you

base
be off base u"“i N - plases
e.g. The manager dismissed the experts’
reports as completely off base.
touch base b dony/ jolinsi o 43140 Sdomy
Blaw (o ogin OF
e.g- | had a really good time in Paris. I
touched base with some old friends and
made 2 few new ones.
touch all the bases
£yl ST S go Jolas
e.g. It’s a pretty full report, I think we’ve
covered all the bases.
bash
bash one’s head against a brick wall
Jerimad | Jams - bslod | 3 i las o
bash
have a bash
wpld Sl G o 4 2 fan i
e.g. I've never programmed a video before
but I'll have a bash if you want.
basket
(ip0ls) Gl oo o 36 o - Jgeiun A
e.g. She'll never get a job. she’s a basket case.
Earte sllaslisels J) gl Ugs .Y
Lo A 35yl
e.g. Twenty years ago the country was an
economic basket case.
bat
(not) bat an eye/eyelash/eyelid
Cible by Yo i 4 2ep ¥
e.g. When I told him that his wife had
decided to leave him, he didn’t bat an eyelid.



bated beady
go to bat for sb she saw her boss.

e gLl atou gokilyy Lasns ieley | battle
e.g. Give me some evidence and I'll go to a battle of wills e A8305] 5 & me

bat for you.

like a bat out of hell

iy OIS pn i o (a8 ey OIS0 Jf s
e.g. He ran out of the building like a bat
out of hell.

off your own bat Sl ly] ameay
e.g. He chose to talk to the press off his
own bat.

(tight) off the bat Yo [
e.g. I could tell right off the bat there was
something different about this man.

at a rare bat Wb i
bated
with bated breath Lyl gld

e.g. We were waiting with bated breath for
the prizes to be announced.

baton
pass the baton

ATt Gl o Wyl | il

e.g. He resigns as head of the treasury this
month, passing the baton to one of his
closest associates.
have bats in the belfry (H.ﬁ eS) O gime
e.g. Don’t tell anyone else I said that or
they’ll think I've got bats in the belfry.
batteries
recharge your batteties &bl suaul 7 ol
e.g. A week away would give you time to
rest and recharge your batteries.
batting
be batting a thousand Nas yiisi

@5 b ST o Jami/ Lgadgsr oS5 o iy
e.g. She felt she was batting a thousand.
She’d got everything she asked for when

e.g. [ am sure there was some point to the
original dispute but it's become a battle of
wills over the months.
a battle of wits b e ¢ 83 ES e
e.g. It appears that the battle of wits
between the two negotiating teams is set to
continue fot some time.
the battle lines are drawn

Ol Lol G e _ 3 mad | b ghs s

‘l?i o? O 5 lazn s

e.g. The battle lines are drawn for the
leadership contest.
the battle of the sexes

LlJl e o Ldly b JI oy Jdaed 15 OM)
e.g. So has equality brought an end to the
battle of the sexes?

bay

keep sth/sb at bay dey
e.g. He is so unpleasant: I has to keep him
at bay.

be

Ja‘Yl OlS lags
e.g. He certainly was under pressure at the

be that as it may

time. Be that as it may, he was still wrong
to react in the way that he did.
bead
draw/take a bead on sb/sth

S sy L3 0 oy
e.g. He drew a bead on the last truck in
line and fired at the fuel tank.

beady
have yout beady eye on sth/sb

(g 101 Jom o) B 1

e.g. We'd better not talk, Miss Smith has



be

beast

got her beady eye on us.

the be-all and end-all ai_ Y15 L JS
(2ly aslad)) g gosall o o

e.g. We all agreed that winning was not the

be-all and end-all.

be el e ey e

be a devil Glas oS

e.g. Be a devilll be brave enough to go

against your mother’s wishes!

be an angel  §Mo 5sS (s LIl o Janzas)

A b oS o

e.g. Be an angel & help me.

(not)be one’s day dunee b Py

e.g- This has not been my day: my car

broke down twice and I discovered that I'd

mislaid my house key.

be in a scrape Sl aiipig

e.g. The young man confessed to his father

that he had got into a bt of scrape: he had

lost a lot of money through gambling,
beam
be off beam Clases 0950

e¢.g. I'm afraid your calculations are way
off beam.
bean
a bean counter .

(50 o) S 2 rrlomall iBY i Gho
e.g. When decisions that affect people’s
lives are in the hands of bean counters, its
bad news.
not have a bean (s ellay ¥
e.g. Most people in the area are unemployed
and don’t have a bean to spend.
beans
not know beans about sth

bopgoge o Lot Y
¢.g. I don’t know beans about computers -

I've never even used one.
spill the beans. FY% Y
e.g. It was then that she threatened to spill
the beans about her affair with the president.
bear
bear testimony /witness to sth
((pons o) oo o 2y - Gagio | oty
e.g. The numerous awards on his walls
bear witness to his great success.
bear/keep in mind someone/something
Dl poz- S5
e.g. Keep in mind that you must be back
home by nine o’clock.
bear malice/a grudge/ (against someone)
) dnis of (s Jasms
e.g. I once beat him in a competition and
he’s bome a grudge against me ever since.
abearthug _ ol e gle . Ll Gle
e.g. Her cousin gave her an affectionate
bear hug which almost took her breath away.
be like a bear with a sore head
(UrLo o) Tt i o U
e.g. If his newspaper doesn’t arnve by
breakfast he’s like a bear with a sore head.
bring sth to bear Db Byl i
(ams eons) 3530 1 39l of
e.g. Pressure should be brought to bear on
the illegal regime and support given to the
resistance.
(not) bearing on Eaogalbd B Y
e.g. What you are saying has no bearing on
the discussion i.e. it is irrelevant.
beast

a beast of burden J@YI Jasy Oy

(ol o) Jasd sl Slasdls
e.g. Huskies are traditionally used in the



beat

beauty

Arctic as beasts of butden.

beat

beat sb to it (C 515) o

e.g. I was just about to open some wine

but I see you've beaten me to it.

beat about/around thé bush
t_’lﬁ_-‘édﬁﬂl&_’)&\,&’dldyrﬁA

e.g. Stop beating about the bush: tell me

exactly why you have come to see me.

beat hollow (C )b) A L day 50

e.g. We thought it would be a close match,

but in fact, the challenger was beaten hollow.

beat a (hasty) swift-retreat iy by

e.g. When he saw his former girlfsiend at

the party, he beat a quick retreat.

beat the (living) daylights out of sb

gl all L
e.g. If you come here again, I'll beat the

living daylights out of you.
beattime (i ye) pid | 883 - ol | Jilay

e.g8. The teacher played the tune, while the
children beat time with their pencils on the
desks.
beat to the draw

sl SN g i i lale, Ul 90N
e.g. The new Sheriff kept law and order
because no-one could beat him to the draw.
e.g. They thought that they would get to
the house first, but we beat them to the
draw.
Beat it!

Al Ul | 8 oy o Y
st o | (Gl b o)
(CJI-‘ ;:-J) J=5l
e.g. Ok you kids, beat it
If you can’t beat’em (join’em)
L 48 5L ol ks gl o
e.g. If everyone else is making a bit if
honey out of it I will too. If you can’t

beat’em, join’em is what I say.
beaten
be off the beaten track
(S 1) Sy pmad | o bl o o
e.g. Unfortunately because the gallery’s a
bit off the beaten track, it doesn’t get many
visitors.
beating
take a beating (ke 3> LabdL) P4
e.g. The company took a beating last year,
losing £ 50 mullion in profits.
beats
(it) beats me (ulp) g - g pee g
¢.g. What beats me is how he managed to
survive for three weeks alone in the mountains.
That beats everything - That beats all
Jie ke Vo - U1 ey L
e.g. I can’t believe he expected you to
dave all that way in the middle of the night.
That beats everything.
beau monde ,..ls,i, poill o Lal - podll ile
e.g. She took no interest in the glittering
beau monde that she had married into.
beauty
beauty is in the eye of the beholder
Jlandl slons - el L] IS
e.g. Personally, I can’t understand why she
finds him attractive, but they do say beauty
is in the eye of the beholdet.
beauty is only skin deep Jlax Jlasnl i
ISl ol glandl g el m gl o] dasn]|
e.g. She may not be conventionally pretty
but you know what they say, beauty is only
skin deep.
sb’s beauty sleep
Jlo ¢ ol Bliom | o sl U p
e.g. If you don’t mind, I’'m going to bed



beck

beer

now, I have to get my beauty slecp.
beck
be at sb’s beck and call
oLy ik o foBs faazn sl 03] g gb 0555
e.g. She has a dozen servants at her beck
and call.
bed
bed and board
(cleg) sty p gt (20as0))
e.g. It used to cost only a few pounds a
night for bed and board.
not a bed of roses
Aoy 0 Y,ig:_uil:a”agi'rj
e.g. We had a terrible struggle to survive
when we were young: life certainly wasn’t a
bed of roses then. ]
be a bed of nails. .. 5 WS (W5 4 2
Gavilo - paliadly g2oue
e.g. He resigned the post as it was a bed of
nails.
be in bed with sb
g JyS2I ]ty las o jases pa Uolysg o)L
e.g. They were accused of being in bed
with the communists.
climb/get/hop into bed with sb w4 J 225
e.g. Rather than hopping mnto bed with a
leading merchant bank, it chose to remain
an independent parmership.
get out of bed on the wrong side
temep 3t - g ] Joma il oy, T
¢.g. What’s the matter with you? Did you
get out of bed on the wrong side or
something?
go to bed with sb (PPN Y
e.g. I can’t believe she went to bed with
him on their first date.
getsb into bed Ll 2laadl oaisi (0
put sth to bed

(s 5T DS 1) 0, Joo o b5
e.g. We put the first edition to bed an hour
before the deadline.
You made your bed (now lie in it)
Jassd Lol it cidr Lo fia
e.g. Don’t come crying if it all goes wrong
- you've made your bed and you’ll have to
ke in it.
bedroom
bedroom cyes o= ey lea g9 UL
e.g. He told me I had bedroom eyes.
bee
be the bee’s knees (E)I" ,:.:a) slaas 2
e.g. She’s so proud of herself: she thinks
that she’s the bee’s knees.
have a bee in ones bonnet
e 5513 S rga
e.g. He runs for ten miles every day: he has
a bee in his bonnet about physical fitness.
beef
where’s the beef? STl haid ] g o]
e.g. Where's the beef? The Senator has no
new political initiatives or ideas.
beeline
make a beeline for sb/sth
b 3l pasns sl | b [ygh ez
e.g. Phil arnved at about nine and made a
beeline for the champagne.
been and gone and done/said it
Opim 2 Job 5 L2 UG
e.g. Now he’s been and gone and done it:
he’s left his job, and I don’t think he’ll find
another one.
beer
(not) be all beer and skittles
(skittles & sl ] i)) il s dazs (e
e.g. I’s not all beer and skittles, this job:

it’s hard work.



beeswax

believe

beeswax
none of yout beeswax dJyii Ldgs 8 i
Lainall el 3 Jo )
e.g. I want none of your beeswax!
(g Wb caly) Il o 1in
before
befote one can say Jack Robinson
(Sl JuSs 01 J3) @@ e o
e.g. I mentioned to the boys there was a bag
of sweets on the table and before you could
say Jack Robinson, they were all eaten.
befote one’s time/ahead of one’s time
(oaid 0,831 3) 6L 3oms
e.g. Although he lived a long time ago, it is
only recently that many of Robert Owen’s
ideas have been accepted: he was really
before his time.
beet
go beet red
M- 4423 oy
e.g. I only had to smile at him and he went
beet red.
go as red as a beet root
e.g. Whenever the kids asked him about
his girlfriend he’d go beet root.
beg

go as red as a beet

beg the question

Ul agr sl g 9090 0 i
e.g. I tried to find out where she had been
all evening, but she managed to beg the
question.
beg to differ (_aws) o) (5131 3) by
e.g. You say it is impossible to have a
classless society, but I beg to differ; I think
it can be done.
beggar description

WJJSJ,QM‘,M

e.g. The scene at the reception was so
impressive that it completely beggars
description.
beggars
beggars can’t be choosers

Susn O g biomall o) caby 2 o s ¥ J geiel |
e.g. The people made homeless by the
floods will have to take whatever accomm-
odations is offered to them: beggars can’t
be choosers.
begging
be going begging  ois-b ol oy ,a0 5 2
e.g. There’s a box of apples going begging.
beginning
Ly

e.g. The ban on tobacco advertising may

the beginning of the end

be the beginning of the end for the cigarette
companies.
believe
(not) believe one’s eye’s/eats
e 3l s LG ¥
e.g. I could hardly believe my ears when I
heard that he had married again.
I’ll believe it when I sce it
oyl Lesze ¥ Y1 Gassl o)
e.g. He says he's going to decorate the
house, but I’ll believe it when I see it.
If you believe that, you'll believe anything
s obinn) # o (sl Guaas OF el ldn 3 13
(C) 1) (Jos by ¥
e.g. He said the car in front backed into
him, and if you believe that, you'll believe
anything!!
make believe Jutas o JLsdl pily oy » o2
e.g. I had to explain to the kid that it was
only make believe and that they weren’t

real monsters.



bell benefit
bell moaning.
give sb a bell Ogikd! Je Cases s below/beneath/under one’s breath

¢.g. Give me a bell when you get home. so
I know you're OK.

ring a bell
ting any bells
e.g. Does the name Fritz ring a bell? no
I’'m sorry, that description doesn’t ring any
bells with me.
Saved by the bell

UITFPEVRTTRIPIND [N TJU A
e.g- Luckily, my bus arrived before I had
time to reply, Saved by the bell.
bells
bells and whistles Sl oblsyl
Ferobls . Sl 5 Ylar STIVI faos
e.g. Your computer software may have all
the latest bells and whistles, but is it good
value for money?
1. with bells on dang bl
e.g. I'll go to the party with bells on.
This latest serics is melodrama with bells on.

SBLeY e s 2

belly
a belly laugh Slas Y1 o s
c.g. It’s not often you hear the kind of
jokes that give you a real belly laugh.
aim/hit below the belt
poaadl b cinr o sl () pld!
e.g. In the run up to the election, politicians

Sl e

won'’t hesitate to aim below the belt.

80 belly up

e.g. Factories and farms went belly up

because of the debt crisis.

bellyful Ll e o el as ] clos
CodS | iyl 8

e.g. He’s probably had a bellyful of your

»

i

AR O gay
¢.g. When the workman was told the small
amount that he was to be paid, he muttered
something below his breath.
below par

L il a1 .Y vl | e 420
e.g. | haven’t been able to do much work
today: I've been feeling below par.
2. With reference to stocks and shares =
below the face value.
belt
be below the belt P’ Ly .6
e.g. It was below the belt to mention his
brother’s criminal record.
tighten your belt
e.g. I've had to tighten my belt since.
I stopped working full-time.
under your belt

a1 il Joue i S Wi
e.g. She was a capable individual with

Ol § Al it

fourteen years as managing director under
her belt.
bend
drive/send sb round the bend

dila b ,1Ss Cass gyl
¢.g. You're driving me round the bend
with your constant complaining.
round the bend = crazy Ugizes
e.g. I was sure I'd locked that door. I must
be going round the bend.
bended
on bended knee/knees S JI Lo LS|,
e.g. I had to go down on bended knee and

beg my Dad to let me have the party.
benefit



bent

bet

give sb the benefit of the doubt

A dagaly gl ai g la)] we
e.g. After hearing his explanation, I was
ptepared to give him the benefit of doubt.
bent
bent on/upon ke P
e.g. He has taken one dangerous sport after
another: He seems bent on self-destruction.
get bent out of shape  L.2os . L bibss
e.g. Don’t wotry about retuming the books.
1 don’t get bent out of shape about things
like that.
beside
be beside oneself 56 sl ladlls
e.g. When Jack discovered that his new car
had been damaged, he was beside himself
with rage.
beside the point gaesadl e pol
e.g. His comments were quite beside the
point: the discussion was about wages, but
he kept talking about prices.
best
best bib and tucker

(,.»“.5 JIOP) PV PRI

e.g. He turned up to the meeting in his
best bib and tucker.

as best you can das Say b Juails
e.g. Just clean up the mess as best you can.
at the best of times NEYY| N

e.g. Even at the best of times, this region is
hard to farm.
be for the best  aasll - J2s Y1 Jau!
e.g. I know it’s hard to end a long-term
relationship, but in this case it’s for the best.
be on your best behaviour

(s diye § D) Y oS
e.g. Now children, I want you on your best

behaviour when grandma arrives.

be the best of 2 bad bunch/lot
(B 09 Loiales) 3gmgadh pom |
e.g. This picture isn’t exactly what I
would have chosen, but it was the best of
a bad lot.
give it your best shot  way Lo JSop5i
e.g. Greg will be a tough opponent to beat,
but I'll give it my best shot.
mabke the best of a bad job
a5 o iy Y Bgn o5 Uyl
e.g. The room they’ve given us is too small
really, but we’ll just have to make the best
of it.
May the best man win
538 | Gomitens il sl
e.g. Is everyone ready? Then may the best
man win,
put yout best foot forward ¢ 2 for doi .
e.g. Make sure you put your best foot
forward for tonight’s performance
e.g. You'll have to put your best foot
forward if you want to be there by nine.
sl Ghighsd g i
with the best will in the world LL -3, I
e.g. With the best will in the world if you
don’t have a passport you can’t go.
bet
you can bet your life/your bottom dollar
s b,&T}wln’-e‘:l‘&‘l,Igd_,E Los 5 Lus
e.g. You can bet your life, she won’t apologize.
don’t bet on it
I wouldn’t bet on it
(g2 o) e ool ol 0,200 | b s
e.g. Do you think the builders will finish
by Friday? "I wouldn’t bet on it"
a safe bet o Bles Y
a sure bet
e.g. It's a safe bet that those two will sette



béte noire between
down and have children. the workmen, if they ask for higher wages,
e.g. She is still a safe bet for re-election. we have to listen to them.

Gyd> op Skas 2 e O, | get the better of sb P N T
béte noire e.g. Don't let anger get the better of you.
sb’s béte noire oS5 b gidlila, L | think better of sth

e.g. People who use jargon are his particular
béte notre.
bets

hedge your bets

Vs ells 53 I PIVEPIPY JON | P O
c.g. I decided to hedge my bets by buying
shares in several different companies.

better

better half G331 = gl | cinaid
e.g. I'd like you and your better half to
attend the party.

better one self oS o 5l andy oy
e.g. He wotks hard to better himself.

the better part of valour

Lo s OF Eom |- e 2l 145 ga Jand)|
¢.g. The general decided on the better part
of valour, and retreated.

Better (to be) safe than sorry
(J20) ple Sl o - il o s )
c.g. I'll hold the ladder while you climb up.
Better be safe than sorry.
Better late than never
(Usa ) sl pac oo i ol
e.g. Karen’s card arnived 2 weeks after my
birthday. "Oh well, better late than never".
against your better judgement
oy o i) Wk
e.g. I lent him the money against my better
judgement.
for better or (for) worse
olpadly e [l 3Ol WY1 l;.;ri Lo,
e.g- For better or for worse we depend on

qi,&&d.lu_,)h;” .L:a._‘.-t..ai.'wc?ljz
e.g. I neardy t0ld him I was leaving, but
then I thought better of it.
know better (than) &1y Nas T045
sl | 1dn b ay OF o
e.g. You should have known better than to
join this gang.
you’(d) better believe it
Gaisd | 6Y (L) i $ame
e.g. Does he really know the President?
you better behieve it.
better off Juabl Jl 3
between
between you and me and the bedpost/
gatepost
Between you and me, I think this
matter has been very badly handled.
Glym abym ¥ (e (sl iy 2 - iz Lad
between the devil and the deep blue sca
RTE] gy bﬁf@fiaﬁwl)l::b‘ll
e.g. I was taken to court to pay the debts
which I was told to pay or go to prison, so
I was between the devil and the deep blue sea.
fall between two stools
(Liline (o) (o oy s
c.g. The publisher told the author that his
story fell between two stools: it was too
long to be published as a short story and
too short to be published as a novel.
read between the lines  jyhll oy b s
e.g. Some writers make you read between
the lines.



bible

big

Between Scylia and Charybdis
9 ot = S a8 ol (e
e.g. Either I climb down the drainpipe or
face the soldiers? You’re giving me a choice
between Scylia and Charybdis. Both will
cause my death.
bible
Bible-basher myy fuaid| 2 0a) dighs ths
ol e o -
a Bible-thumper
e.g. I have nothing against religion, but I
hate bible bashers.
the Bible Belt 0 ggindlg g ¥l ¢ 5ol
Alaall slize Y B s samaal [ LY
ol ot Al
e.g. Country music is very popular in the
Bible Belt.

biblical JdemYl e L jud WadSU
ool o Sl paadly ol o o 3l
L‘LJ"“:'C_"U"‘""“

e.g. "Did you know her then?"
Yes, but not in the biblical sense.
beyond
beyond belief
e.g. His behaviour is outrageous: some of
the things he has done are beyond belief.

beyond measure

s Y dm ¥ Ly
e.g. My friends and I are grateful to you
beyond measure for your kindness.

sy ujai »
e.g. He is beyond question the best

beyond question

football-player in Europe.
beyond the bounds of Sl -
e.g. Your behaviour has been beyond the
bounds of what is acceptable.
put (someone) beyond the pale

Sel s ¥ Sl oo ol

e.g. Harry’s rude behaviour at dinner last
night was beyond the pale.
the back of beyond MWl § oK Syl
e.g. After living in London, this little town
seems like the back of beyond.
bid
bid fait by
e.g. This year’s meeting bids fair to be the
largest we’ve ever held.
bid welcome, farewell é YY) PR
e.g. My hostess came to the door to bid
me farewell.
bidding
do sb’s bidding  jelsY Ay slis 25 e
e.g. In some societies, men still assume
their wives are there to do their bidding.
bide
bide one’s time
O
e.g. We have decided not 1o start the
expedition yet: we shall bide our time until
the weather conditions are right.
big
Big Brother sl o 5,25 dakite 51 oS>
e 2t JS s el
e.g. Many people are concermed about Big
Brother having computer files on them to
which they have access.
Big deal (42 F 3290
e.g. Losing the match was no big deal.
to make a big deal of something
Lol Glasal bog gogas pige
e.g. It is his birthday today and he doesn’t
want to make a big deal of it.
big cheese/shot/wheel/wig
(C_J 1s) P el st
e.g. Make sure you keep friendly with that



big-time

bigger

chap: he’s a big shot in the cival service.
Apparently her father is a big cheese in one
of the major banks.
big/latge/fish/frog in a small pond
i oo Aabaie 3ot J)
e.g. He has chosen to be 2 member of the
local government rather than the national
govemnment: he prefers to be a big fish in a
small pond.
a big girl’s blouse s OL=dll 5oy L
olJ G ,an
e.g. Come on you big gird’s blouse, drink
up and I'll get you another pint.
a big gun/noise
(goh) dakaie o1 2 yoma g 39idl (598 yasnt
e.g. She’s a big gun 1n city politics.
a big-mouth
(C’l°) el W tﬁr"’.’ f)&”;:f
e.g. Helen’s got such a big mouth-the
news'll be all over the town by tonight.
the big daddy s gamal | b 3,5 phisiy pses
(3lsem 5t 0L 20y 51)
e.g. Shamu the killer whale, 1s the big daddy
of the aquarium.
the big picture
J,A&:Jl&_p&,.‘a,.ll LS5 gaal |
c.g. In my political work I try to concentrate
on the big pictute and not be distracted by
details.
big time Gty sl pLT) a5
e.g. Miss Lee hit the big ime (became
famous) after winning a talent contest.

big-time

e.g. It’s a film about drug dealers and big-
time gangsters.

be big of you dlap SJ 6]

¢.g- You can spare me an hour next week?

That's really big of you.
be big on sth o [ g
e.g. The magazine is big on research into
what their readers want.
have big ears

(g5 oom) 09,5 Vg W pad 15 5
e.g. Don't talk so loudly. Bill has long ears

you know.
make a big thing (out) of sth
fogn) i

e.g. I want a party, but I don’t want to
make a big thing of it.
make it big Le iz y3 i i3 0 J] S
e.g. After years of trying, he finally made it
big in America.
think big

Whpionz) masming io- gabs labas- y ,IS3i o

e.g. When it comes to starting your own
business, it can pay to think big.
too big for your boots
Lan Wl oo Gy Yo s ghany
e.g. Since he was made team captain, he’s
been ordering us all around and generally
getting much too big for his boots.
il i S5 (Lalully)
what’s the big idea?
() s G puasd | 13m 5 193,801 Lo
e.g. What’s the big idea? That's my lunch
you’re eating.
bigger
the bigger they are, the harder they fall
ki 3 palo WS Moy Lasns pis | Lads’
e.g. She’s very bitter about losing the
directorship, The bigger they are, the
harder they fall
abig-head 4>Vl Siy SIS L ag oo
e.g. He’s such a big-head, always reminding



bill

bird

us what fantastic results he got in his exams.
big-headed SIS0 alsy jass
e.g. Mary’s has become so big-headed since
she won the geography prize.

on you bike!

(iale) o Lasnt lie G sl g o oglad
e.g. Can you lend me some money? "On
your bike, mate!!
bill
bill & coo plad LS codlldad Ol Ly

(o8 wplal) plasd s
e.g. He stayed with his girlfriend in the car
billing and cooing for a long time before
she went into her house.
clean bill of health
Ll el | s 2 ap Y] e ol (3045)
e.g. The doctor gave him a clean bill of
health.
Billingsgate |....I LS oda . iy dy da
PORWIPEL | AEYVEPIVR T g YO NN
e.g. This billingsgate used by Adam will
definitely bar him from refined company.
fit the bill
fill the bill Slivlgadlade ghasy
e.g. I'm looking for someone with several
years of experience and you seem to fill the
bill.
foot the bill syl &
e.g. Who's going to foot the bill for all the
repairs?
sell sb a bill of goods
L3 Gaad Cases p s
e.g. Politicians have sold all of us a bill of
goods, that if we put more people in prison
we're going to be safer.
billet-doux (= [ja)] Jorw o) com olillas
e.g. They’ve been exchanging billet-doux,

but I don’t know how serious it 1s.
bird
(early) bird catches/gets the worm
Goale (G ST 300 0) o2 Lo e Juamy K 0
e.g. If you want to be sure of a ticket for
next week’s performance buy it now: the
eatly bird catches the worm.
(5) bitd in the hand (is worth two in the
bush) “
el e (5,20) ol o s 3411 B s pins
e.g. You should take the job you have
been offered now, rather than wait for
something better to turn up: a bird in the
hand 1s worth two in the bush.
The bitd has flown < ,a wslhal | ases)|
e.g. When the Shenff returned to the jail,
he discovered that the bird had flown.
a bird’s eye view
290 w8 hmae - el dale 4
e.g. In his first lecture, the professor gave
the students a bird’s eye view of the topic.
SodlelE o ps ks
| .)L:'>‘Y [ Jo e
e.g. I don’t like this man; he always carries

bird of ill omen

bad news - He’s a bird of ill omen.
eat like a bird JSYI ks
e.g. We went out for a meal but she ate
like a bird and hardly said a word.
flip/ give sb the bitd FRSTUNSY N 1)

(i (535) o3 laes) | Shaseol i1 s st
e.g. If he’d shouted at me like that, I'd have
flipped him the bird.
bird of passage

O b i ¥ J- 51

e.g. He’s a bird of passage - here today &
gone tOMOLIoOw.

getthe bird ©Mis> 3 Loguasy » Liuly Jilis



birds

bit

Jezasd | i o Liad]
¢.g. The singer was so bad she got the bird.
a little bird told me
J ol S5 iyl Gl grans ) I63, ginan) |
e.g. A litde bird told me that they may get
married soon.

Jets 4 26 it 5T 02
c.g. The woman’s accomplishments made
her a rare bird indeed.
birds
birds and bees
(Tale) JUB Y 33ny o | e 330
e.g- Many parents avoid telling their children
about the birds and bees because they find
it embarrassing.
birds of a feather flock together ,,.LJ1
] Slonie s ez i YT e
¢.g. I’'s natural that Martin being lazy should
mix with the other lazy students: birds of a
feather flock together.
a bird’s eye view (57 ome) my il
e.g- In this book the author takes a bird’s
eye-view of modem music.
(kill two) birds with one stone
domly gy g gheat (slaas) s
e.g. If I get a job in London, [ shall be
killing two birds with one stone; I shall be
near my parents and [ shall 2lso be in the

a rare bird

best place for advancement in my career.

an early bird (S0 st o
e.g. My husband is an eatly bird: he wakes

up at six o’clock AM.

a bird-brain (2ale) b ases
c.g. He’s just a bird-brain he can’t get
anything right.

bird brained (adj.) s LAL ez Jas

e.g. I'm not listing to her bird-brained

schemes any longer.
be (strictly) for the birds
s Le W ¥ Gsp ¥ Jus
c.g. Gambling games of chance - that sort
of thing is strictly for the birds.
birthday
in your birthday suit
(ualis,..a:) wicaly lJ-')‘.s
e.g- He walked out of the bathroom in his
birthday suit, obviously not expecting to
find anyone in the flat.
birthright
sell one’s birthright for 2 mess of
pottage B e 26 3100 st oy
e.g. It was argued that by joining the
common market, Britain would be selling
her birthaghts and advantages for a mess
of pottage.
Biscuit
take the biscuit/cake
AT Fipld | i
e.g. For rudeness, that woman takes the

biscuit.

bit

a bit of all right e O lis jases
e.g. Mary! She’s a bit of all ight.

a bit of fluff/skirt ’

(Tate) L 130 1330
¢.g. Who was that nice bit of skirt I saw
with you last night?

a bit of how’s your father Lol luall
e.g. Apparently he came home and
discovered them having a bit of how’s your
father in the kitchen.
a bit of rough

) pan oslar 8 e Lolaae | BT Jor)
e.g. Jenny’s chatting up the barman again.



bite

She likes a bit of rough.
a bit on the side

L liladl Cile J) Le 0 b B
e.g. I knew she’d never leave her husband
for me. I was just a bit on the side.
be a bit much r)')ulof—3)lg__}
e.g. I think it’s a bit much to expect her to
play three matches in one day.

get a bit much Jlaam- Y domj5 3 9b

e.g. It gets a bit much sometimes having to

listen to other people’s problems all the time.
It’s/that’s a bit steep!
s | e Ay - Jaad | oy 1da
e.g. Keith, calling me boring? That’s a bit
steep.
the whole bit  dnazzs LS s L2YI_ 4 2 &
e.g. And what a night it was - moonlight,
wine, good food, soft music - the whole bit.
be champing/chafing at the bit
SUasYl gk Yo Jos 3 s al) pasee
a2 g dsaand Liahdl | 1 208201 = bit
oo n D
be chafing at the bit
get/take the bit in your teeth
ol el s - ol Sl
e.g. You will find it difficult to stop your
daughter becoming an actress now; she’s
got the bit in her teeth.
have the bit between your teeth  eoue
e.g. Caroline had the bit between her teeth
and nothing would stop her from finding
the truth.
bit thick e oy B o5 2L
e.g. Bill has done hardly any work on his
assignment, and now he has asked me to
finish it for him; it’s a bit thick.

bite

bite/kiss the dust sl ogay (OLaW)
Joddl 5o Jhanss () o 00
e.g. Most of my family had to stop
working because of illness this winter. I
wasn’t the only one to bite the dust.
bite/snap someone’s head off
gt - oadd] 5o LS J gl (g
e.g. I was only asking you a question: there
is no need to bite my head off.
bite
bite off more than one chew
<l 3 L plad| sl
e.g. I'm trying to study for a degree while
doing my normal work and I’'m afraid I
may have bitten off more than I can chew.
bite the hand that feeds you
Jeazl) SG LY tlaaki 1 adl jan
e.g. When the man was caught stealing, his
employer felt he had bitten the hand that
fed him.
a bite of the cherry by Lo I»f- Jaly
g nad D OpS, - pand|
e.g. Job - sharing would give twice as many
people a bite of the cherry.
another bite at the cherry
a second bite at the cherry
o s o s B 5 1
e.g. She failed the exam but she will get a
second bite at the cherry next year.
two bites at a cherry
Al 3 JamaiBole _ oy 0 i ¥ oo )|
put the bite on
AT pasns g (Baiiisle) o5 Gt b
e.g. She put the bite on her sister for £ 20.
sth/sb won’t bite < cisw ¥ 6i sy o)
e.g. Ask him for money, he won’t bite

bite one’s lip sl aiblye e i had | Jslom



biter

black

sl e Ganlly i
e.g. When my father shouted at me I bit
my lip because I didn’t want to start an
argument.
bite one’s tongue off ol a0 be S
L phiil J pazd o JB
e.g. When I realized that I had caused her
trouble by what I said, I could have bitten
my tongue off.
be/get bitten by the bug
rladlgan ola
¢.g. I doubt if that programme did much
to arouse the interest of those not already
bitten by the bug!
once bitten, twice shy
S o psa Al
¢.g. She left her door unlocked and went
to sleep. She was robbed. Now she makes
sure it is locked: Once bitten, twice shy.
biter
the biter (is) bit > sa; 533 Last 30 o
c.g. After years of breaking girls’. hearts,
he finally fell in love with someone who
didn’t love him. It’s a case of the biter bit.
biting
what’s biting sb?
(30le) ol a1 Lin ) - et Lin (551 cpe
c.g. What's biting her? She hasn't said a

word all moming.

bits

bits and pieces S mieal s LY S
bits and bobs i pnad by dibisd |

¢.g. Can you tidy away all your bits and
pieces before you go to bed?
love sb/sth to bits

Lo of paind b b ot
c.g. He’s the nicest person I know. I love

him to bits. I love my new bike to bits.
bitter
a bitter pill to swallow e 3liad] 0 o2
Al a5 o0 aaly
e.g. The news of their son’s failure was a
bitter pill to swallow.
the bitter fruits (ol ) 5,001 s bt
e.g. Disease and malnutrition are the bitter
fruits of an inefficient social health case policy.
be bitter and twisted
(oWbandl ol S5 5n) 1 5 il oy
e.g. I had a difficult childhood, but there’s
no pont getting all bitter and twisted about it.
to the bitter end  Liga i1 J] Jandbpois
oY1 s gby (agams Jand 1Ol
¢.g. Many chmbers gave up before they
reached the summit, but I was determined
to stick it out to the bitter end.
black
be as black as one is painted
we ym las o gun Ji Y
e.g. People are afraid of him, but he’s not
as black as he 1s painted.
black and blue
ol 538 oo o 9o I Iy O ledSIL  aie
e.g. His father lost his temper and beat the
boy black and blue.
black and white P abiny o> Iy
e.g. The issue of nuclear weapons isn’t as
black and white as it used to be.
in black and white
I |y L8 08 _ p gl | ISUS
e.g. I wouldn’t have believed him capable
of fraud, but there 1t was, in black and white.
black as thunder far coole - giSe
e.g. He gave him a glare as black as
thunder, and asked him what he wanted.



blank

bleeding

black/dirty took

islyse ol 2 gl b dyayi i
e.g. When he started eating an apple
during the last act, he got some dirty looks
from the other members of the audience.
(s bgd 2ol Lalall) 5L
gonndl o ]l 1 2
e.g. My uncle Arther was the black sheep
of the family: he was always in some kind

of trouble.

black sheep

black art $3gali L e
e.g. People in the middle ages accused of
practicing black art used to be burnt.
ablack eye lpde 4,0 G (puad b daroes d0 S
e.g. I tried to speak reasonably to him, but
got a black eye for my efforts.
a black look LalS s it 5 ks
e.g. The boss gave me a black look when
he knew I hadn’t done the work.
black out

Nto ¢ S0 g i) o s = p6 b
e.g. In one of the scenes the stage was

blacked out and the actors spoke in the

darkness.

It had been a hard day for her and she
suddenly black out. YOl Y
In one’s black books

TP S PPV ]V
e.g. George has been in his uncle’s black
books ever since he forgot the man’s birthday.
ablack day iuge Slasia i pg - 3gul g
e.g. A bomb went off early this moming.
This is a black day for the peace process.
Lo yased Joww 5 15 g dadi
e.g. If 'm late for work it’ll be another

a black mark

black mark against me.
blank

a blank cheque dls s ol Jedla
6o g2 inl | Jlad 1 LS 095

e.g. When the millionaire was building his

new house, he practically gave the architect

a blank cheque.

bl o1 Jad 3,035

e.g. We've asked 200 schools to join the

draw a blank

campaign, but so far we’ve drawn a blank

= (none of them agreed)
blanks
fire/shootblanks (> /1 3) isguas Yy

e.g. They had a series of fertility tests done
and found out that basically Tony was
firing blanks.
blast
a blast from the past
(LT JETYVICRCSIECIIN [ S YOS

e.g. Heaning that record again was a real
blast from the past.
blaze
blaze a trail 09,5~ ¥loliy Yas g azs
e.g. By using revolutionary methods, the
young engineer blazed a trail which others
could follow.
blazes s
o T o el | )|

oY1 sl sl dyige
e.g. If he’s going to start making demands,

go to blazes

he can go to blazes.

(what/why /who etc) the blazes (45 ,:.)
e bof Sl omsd | ligy &l g iy 1]

[ il ol Tar

e.g. What the blazes are they doing up on

the roof?

bleeding

a bleeding heart

OS] JS e iy 153010 |



blanket

blind

e.g. The anti-hunting campaigners are just
a2 bunch of bleeding hearts who don’t
understand the countryside.
blanket
born on the wrong side of the blanket
F b ol g

e.g. Having been bom on the wrong side
of the blanket, he could not be allowed to
become king.
wet blanket

gl s - W1 5 5l S pains
e.g- The young boys don’t mnvite Bill to
their parties because he’s a wet blanket.

Blamey stone  ha 11,1 Jiali 5 n>
ot Lage ald, ol

have kissed the

Blarney stonc

e.g. All the people like Bill. He’s kissed
the Blamey stone and always succeeds in
cheering them up.
PR TRV TR i | P T B P Y 1] YY)
IS gl ol g a5 O
bleed
bleed white 5 - 403 jany
e.g. Those who are asking for large pay
increases for the workers are bleeding the
country white.
blessing
a blessing in disguise Zuai_Zmibis,ls o,
(I s gn U 19 S5 0f sy - a S5 Lo
e.g. losing my job tumed out to be a
blessing in disguise because I have set up a
business of my own.
a mixed blessing L Say Lis Jss Vi
(3o0le) otrs 95 - 2Se Lol
e.g. TV. is mixed blessing. Although it

entertains, it may waste our time.

blessings
count your blessings
a4 I L SO
e.g. School children today should count
their blessings. At least they’re not beaten
for talking mn class as we were.
blind
a blind alley s J| o5 43,58 290 51
e.g. The latest evolutionary theory may
tum up to be a blind alley.
ablinddate i lo jeuaind s e dblie
e 1ysSs o 8 e
e.g. I agreed to go on a blind date with one
of suzan’s cousins.
ablind spot » 212l i)l zaal 5 2]
IR T
e.g. Languages are my blind spot - I was
always terrible at French.
the blind leading the blind a1 343, ,aslS
e.g. When Harry was teaching Tom to play
tennis, it was a case of the blind leading the
blind: they are both terrible at sports.
blind side
(F] - ool (3) 8528 i 1) inaa) | i
e.g. In this car it is easy to see the right
side, but very difficult to see the left:
sometimes cyclists come up on my blind
side, so I have to be very careful.
blind impulse
gl Gy p 15093 555 Janl p bl
e.g. Acting on a blind impulse, he suddenly
decided to run away from home.
(turn) a blind eye to
o« g S ]
e.g. You shouldn’t really smoke here, but I
am willing to turn a blind eye to it.
blind with science



blinder

blood

$ins Lo o) 555 BUT Jleazaly d oy oy o
e.g. When I complained to the mechanic,
he just blinded me with science, so that I
had no idea of what he is talking about.
be as blind as a bat
e T e peadl o - Sl as
e.g. I am as blind as a bat without my glasses.
blinder
play a blinder
(ol J1 b Lo gaasny) 65, lpas 535
e.g. He’s played a blinder in every game so
far this season.
fly blind bt b i b, N Jons
e.g. We've never dealt with eastern Europe
before, so we’re flying blind.
not take a blind bit of notice
page o - golinsl ol jasty plazadl Jiss
e.g. They didn’t take a blind bit of notice
of our objections.
none so blind
(s | a2 1) cmanze p 13Y Lo Y
e.g. It’s useless explaining things to him.
He has his own ideas, and there is none so
blind.
blind to (do something)

(o8 ael) Colindl e olisy ~5lie o s o
e.g. His desite to travel abroad blinded
him to all the difficulties.
blink
be on the blink s U, Jans ¥ (Sa 991)
e.g. I think the photocopier’s on the blink.
in the blink of an eye

el 8y b s ase (2 ) B s 01 43
c.g. in the blink of an eye the whole
building collapsed.
before sb could blink
(28 2a5) 6,0 524 01 J3

e.g. Before you could blink, he’d grabbed
the purse and run away.
block
knock sb’s block off (o o g
e.g. Say that again and I'll knock your
block offlt
on the block sl Al
e.g. The best pieces of furnitute from the
old mansion are going on the block next
month.
put your head/neck on the block

il of Slinamy bl
) ool gl 318 Lo L2 1k

e p Soual |

e.g. I'm not going to put my head on the

Block

block for you. It could cost me my promotion.
a chip of the old block
Glas oYy oVl w105 e Jotdd Lia
e.g. He believes in the same ideas his father
believed in-He is a chip of the old block.
blocks
be off the (starting) blocks
Jabpldl Ty Janlt iy
e.g. The project for rebuilding the theatre
in now off the starting blocks.
blocks
in the/your (starting) blocks
Jasdl pLll slaazayl il e il
e.g. The management is on its starting
blocks, prepated for a flood of orders.
blood
blood and thunder
(DS o kb 3) sl o ooncl) Jomend
e.g. He enjoys watching some blood and
thunder on television in the evening.

a blood and thunder movie

(528 91) Cisad T gy b



blood is thicker than water

make sb’s blood boil

blood is thicker than water
By aalls Jol 09391 (Lale) a2 p I
e.g. I appointed my brother to the post:
after all, blood is thicker than water.
one’s blood is up:  adllids o 50k pil
e.g. Now Tom’s blood was up. He ran at
Bob waving his fists
blood out of a stone
(1Tl 3) sl o p il 525 2BTS
e.g. Trying to borrow money from Jim is
like getting blood out of a stone.
(one’s) blood runs cold
By B p) dams - b aS Gy e [
e.g. As the boy listened to the old man’s
frightening tale, his blood ran cold.
have blood on your hands
Greas 51 - b yains Cogo o Ygtns srond
e.g. The leaders of this war have the blood
of many thousands of people on their hands.
have tasted blood
Sl s W bz jacll eab 313
e.g. The football team tasted blood in the
local match and went to play at the national
level now.
scent blood
e Llanad Choilio i Cinal | ions |y o5
e.g. The manager has already made some
serious errors of judgement and it is clear
that other employers scent blood.
blood and guts (i.ls)
o las licny Cize - dice dalpd gloa Slai
e.g. The film was all blood and guts. I
came out feeling quite 1ll
be after sb’s blood
PN rli:.i)U gams s ld] & 5
e.g. He'd cheated them and now they wete
after his blood.

be baying for blood
il | pds o) Uaa (o-w) tra
e.g. Families of the victims were baying for
blood during the trial.
be out for blood
e 1+ W) 5T and il
e.g. These people are out for blood and if
they find out you’re involved you’re in
serious trouble.
Blood, sweat and tears
iy g sl g 0,58p0
e.g. This house is the result of three year’s
blood, sweat and tears.
burst/bust a blood vessel
a0 e 903 0 Loy iy N
e.g. I'd like the wotk done as soon as
possible, but don’t bust a blood vessel.
e.g. He nearly burst a blood vessel when
he heard what they’d done to his car.
Gole (30 4 ha) 302y G Jicy .Y
sweat blood p> 8,5 085 g Jiy A
e.g. I sweat blood every week just to eamn
enough money to feed my family.
e.g. We sweated blood as we waited for
the police to phone, not knowing if Charlie
was alive or dead.

Ga ,m STy jaty Glidlaus opa .Y
draw blood Lt ol il o p il iy
e.g. He always draws blood with his film
reviews
spit blood i) | o (o> b i Laily
e.g. After her speech, people who she’d
caticized were spitting blood.
make sb’s blood boil

il g i 0] s
e.g. When [ saw the rude way she talked to
him it made my blood boil.



bloodied

blow

a blood brother
lages Ualingy Lagoanis b oy O BT i) sy 0
e.g. We were blood brothers - I was ready
to die for him.
be in the/your blood
Baypai3leyinnb 5)lgs ol icage
e.g. She is a wonderful dancer just like her
mother. It must be in her blood.
bloodied TR RVPIN] Y
bloodied but unbowed
ST PELPRTPINE PN
e.g. I emerged bloodied but unbowed
from my oral exam.
bloody
bloody minded
e 093 o | g Jaand 1y S L2ad | oy
e.g. There’s no teason why we shouldn’t
do aerobics in the squash court = the
spotts committee are just being bloody
minded.
give sb a bloody nose il hamy 51 430
o0 LS g m = Y1 I ol L L)
e.g. They gave their opponents a bloody
nose in the debate.
get a bloody nose P
e.g. They got a bloody nose when their new
satellite channel failed due to lack of funds.
blood-sucker (5,2 3| Oly> of jass) A
(Lo snall) #los yolae
(¢ s yolian) 51531 e romy qasus ¥
e.g. He is a real blood sucker of an employer.
hot blood ol sl
e.g. Try not to disagree with him - He’s a
hot-blood fellow and might flare up under
trouble.

a prince or princess of the blood

F NI TRy Y e
- paillide o bl i
Gx3 Y1 pUl 583 o

e.g. A member of the royal family is said

blue blooded

to have blue blood in his veins.
blot
a blot on the landscape
el l ] p g - (58
e.g. This ugly looking factory is a real blot
on the landscape.
blot on one’s scutcheon
gl Gk -l e
e.g. He belonged to a respectable family -
When he committed the crime, he put a
blot on his scutcheon. ( Jh_:.)
blot one’s copybook
Gann gl - thomns (5
e.g. He blotted his copybook by failing all
his exams.
blot out 4
e.g. It will be many years before memones
of the accident will be blotted out.
blow
blow a fuse/a gasket/one’s top/one’s
stack: (iale) e8] il iy
e.g. When the boss finds out that Harry 1s
late again, he'll blow a fuse.
blow one’s brains out
a1 S i
e.g. The unlucky gambler left the casino
and blew his bratns out.
blow one’s (own) hom/trumpet
iy iy
e.g. That chap is very boring = he’s always
blowing his own hom.

blow hot and cold 3,4 4y i) J-



blows

blue

e.g. I don’t know whether Joe is coming
with us on the trip or not: he keeps
blowing hot and cold about 1t.
blow it (sl Janisiy iale) Lo b oo
e.g. He had a chance of making a million,
but blew it.
blow the gaff A o i
e.g. We were trying to keep the party for
Jim as a susprise, but someone blew the
gaff, and now Jim knows about it.
blow-by-blow ihiy ihii . S| fewlss JS
e.g. She gave me a blow-by-blow account
of her car crash.
a blow job
(omeies 50) Jor inze ia sadl) i Jos
e.g. She gave him a blow job.
cushion/soften the blow
US2ad| oi &y o 33 A Ak
e.g. Free street parking is to be abolished,
but residents are being offered reduced
price parking permits in an attempt to
cushion the blow.
strike a blow for sth/sb
bo sy L3y el ol Mo ity 0y
e.g. He claims to be striking a blow for
gender equality by employing an equal
number of men and women.
strilce a blow against/at sth
Gl | S
e.g. The court’s dedsion strikes a blow
against minofity rights.
blows
came to blows Jylazy - 2 laz
e.g. Demonstrators neardy came to blows
with the police duting the march.
blow (wide open) Nt el la
e.g- The discovery of these private letters

has blown the politician’s plans wide open.

blow out {ohks - M
c.g. Blow out the candles.

blow over (Lo lat 1) S
e.g. The storm will blow over.

blow up Jry s

c.g. The mine blew up soon after the
workmen left.
e.g. I'm going to blow up the builder for.

his bad work ¥
e.g. It's importance has been blown up out.
of all proportion. Jse - gl
blow the whistle on

(Usois b ) I [0 i
e.g. If your father finds out about this, he’ll
soon blow the whistle on what you’re doing.
blue
into the wide/wild blue yonder
(ol eons) - B3t Qahaze - o Wil
NN RTITR
c.g. | have a2 sudden desire to escape.
To head off into the wide blue yonder and
never return.
like blue blazes (5 yon)  )Sas Jas
e.g. This sweater itches like blue blazes.
out of the blue
su-,lxl&uo,;_;_.,ynr,uc,.
c.g- Then one day, completely out of the
blue, I had a letter from her.
talk a blue streak
TIPS (U YR RN [P T B N Jo
c.g. She talked 2 blue streak and we just
had to histen.
until (you) are blue in the face
»iwc.;..ioio,aa.)ts 355 e
e.g. I can tell him to tidy his room undil
I’'m blue in the face but it’s always a mess.



blues

boat

3 09 bl 1S5
blue arsed
(run around/rush around etc) like a
blue-atsed fly  Llas jloiY Jliay L g o
c.g. I've been running around like a blue
arsed fly trying to get everything organized
before Igo on holiday.
blue-collar S Pl
e.g. Blue collar workers in the factories
were demanding wage increases.
once in a blue moon
okl il oo Lls
e.g. I used to see him a lot but now we
meet only once in a blue moon.
blue-eyes boy
lugy die byhmad | Cib gl o] OLSYI
e.g. Mr. Smith has been the headmaster’s
blue-eyed boy. i.e. he has a very high
opinion of him.
blue murder W RTINVR
e.g. There’ll be blue murder when she
hears of this.
blues (have) the blues
gl m ol sT0
¢.g. She had the blues since her husband
left her.
bluff
call sb’s bluff
oy by iz ol @iyl it O o iy
e.g. Alice called his bluff and dared him to
tell everyone what he knew about her.
blushes
save/spate sb’s blushes
agrs b Jaivy e o] e Lased iy
e.g. On television, we cut that line to spare
Harry Carpenter’s blushes.
blush

At (the) first blush. Syl
e.g. At the first blush the government
proposals seem generous.
blushing
blushing violet

ol Las jamd - [da yni jasus
board
across the board soludls Bl t.»‘ll
e.g. They asked for a pay inctease of ten
pounds a week across the board.
Oglally Gjele Lol O 4SS
e.g. The deal was completely above board.

be above boatd

go by the boards
Janie Yo gz o] (;.»-“-') S gy

e.g. When modem machinery was mtroduced,
old fashioned printing methods went by
the board.
on board ingll i (cibye)
e.g. We hope to have a new doctor on
board by the end of the month.
sweep the board

OIREEN [ YO PWA T B PR P
e.g. Her latest film swept the boards at last
night’s cinema awards.
take on board sth
e.g. Banks need to take on board the views

s ¢ L 50

of their customers.
boards

tread the boards ol J2addl Jany
e.g. So you're treading the boards these
days, Emma, will you make money?!!

boat

sadlslaall oo =15
e.g. I sent off my university application at

miss the boat

the last minute and nearly missed the boat.
push the boat out
bl | b Lo gaasy b pual | 3 5



bob

bold

e.g. They really pushed the boat out for
Jane’s wedding.
rock the boat gls Y JStoa ity
e.g. We certainly don’t want any one to
rock the boat just before the election.
in the same boat
B gall i b LIS . 1S 5 0yl 5 LIS

e.g. It’s no use grumbling - we're all 1n the
same boat.
Bob
bob up

| T P P BN N
e.g. There was a splash in the pond and a

fish bobbed up.
arrive auddenly FL.)J.quJ‘Lﬁ .Y
Bob’s your uncle (isle) IS s LSy

Wl amy b dmsply b ey Fgee ool 52
e.g. It’s very easy to operate this machine:
you simply push this button, and Bob’s
your uncle.
bodice-ripper Aans (05 o g o9y DS

(PS5 eer) D96 SVl ) Slaint| 4 gk
e.g. She’s written a sedous novel, not some
sort of bodice-tipper.
body
body and soul

LS JS6 Lo s 3 dmy - p iy 3 0L
e.g. She dedicated herself to her research,

body and soul.

a body blow s i)l
e.g. Losing the court case was a body blow
to animal fghts campaigners.

keep body and soul together

iy s - G 3T LS o Bl
e.g. We can barely keep body and soul
together on what he eams.
bog

bog standard i sale o
e.g. I just want a completely bog standard
washing machine.

boil

go off the boil 95 Cuins —ais g gihasy - gy
e.g. After winning their first two matches,
the French team seem to have gone off the
boil b Jiy
e.g. Our affair went off the boil when I
discovered he was marnied.
on the boil bledlyigdll gz $
e.g. The corruption scandal is being kept
on the boil by a senies of new revelations.
boiling sen)l
teach boiling point Ol 4> J] Juas
e i ol gl oS oSas s
e.g. Public anger reached boiling point when
troops were called in to control protestors.
bolt
a bolt from/out of the blue
B5n b o _ o lacd| o s Lo
e.g. He scemed to be very happy in his job,
so his resignation came as a bolt out of the
blue
bolt upright ilad okl | rodiama pudres
¢.g. He woke to see her sitting bolt
upright beside him and wondered what
was the matter.
shoot (your) bolt
ke ) L Jas g g S llges
(class
c.g. By the end of the third lap it was
obvious that she had shot her bolt. and the
Canadian runner took the lead.
bold
as bold as brass

s,z of el aaias, (o)



bomb

boo

e.g. He walked up to me bold as brass and
asked if I had any spare change.
bomb
go like a bomb (Z.olr-) Ak b i ey
e.g. Judging from the noise they are making,
the party must by going like a bomb.
go (like) a bomb (iale) iy oz - 3y
e.g. Henry’s new sports car goes like an
absolute bomb.
put a bomb under sb

gl Jand pases dan Sy
e.g. I'd like to put a bomb under those
solicitors.
bona fide e las Jybwy ¥ - Lals
e.g. The new immigration policy is so severe
it nisks rejecting bona fide political refugees.
T
¢.g. The boundary line between their farms

bone of contention

has been a bone of contention between
them.
bone
be bone dry
be as dry as a bone rU?quS ol
e.g. The ground was bone dry after three
weeks without rain.
be bone idle J-SIT e B 0SS
e.g. She’s bone idle. She just sits around
the house all day watching TV.
be close to the bone
i gall Gigioed | ogo (o Gy

be neat the bone
e.g. He said he was only joking, but his
comments were a bit close to the bone.
be cut to the bone

il s ] < 6y g
e.g. How can we create quality programmes
when our funding has been cut to the bone?

he/she doesn’t have a (jealous, mean,
unkind etc) bone in his/her body
o b sT3gmdl | T dod sl g gl [ 0 Sl
e.g. She wasn’t the possessive type, and ‘
there wasn’t a jealous bone in her body.
have a bone to pick with sb
Sl of by ol Glpcas
e.g. I have a bone to pick with you in
connection with your unpunctuality.
bones
I (can) feel it in my bones
aSTaa g Y
e.g. The train will be full: I can feel it in my
bones.
make no bones about sth
ol of i ¥ S0 Y
e.g. I'm disappointed, I'll make no bones
about it.
bon mot
NCOTN AW RN CNEENTY)
e.g. Wilde’s bon mots are legendary.
bon viveur
abonviveur ¢ eall b aaadd] oy 0
el ls STl psest oy
e.g. A noted bon viveur, he had a passion
for the French cuisine.
boo
not say boo (Z,a l.r—) LadSs sl ~
e.g. She expected the boss to be angry, but
he didn’t say boo.
wouldn’t say boo to a goose (tale)
Folls i 0L «)
wouldn’t say boo (i... )
(2 2ale) 2 s 2 3
wouldn’t say boo to a fly (L.l)
e.g. He wouldn’t say boo to a goose, so I

don’t think he’s cut out for a career in the



book boots
police. e.g. I think I'll take a leaf out of his book
book and go to bed early.

crack a book (ils) Gk P books

e.g. | haven’t seen her crack a book and be in sb’s good books

the French test is tomorrow.
go by the book P @Sl pogadl e
Yaa O plad | 3lgay Ly - LS
do sth by the book
¢.g- My bawyer always goes strictly by the book
in my book dize| WS . u‘-iJ o
e.g. She's never lied to me, and in my book
that counts for a lot.
read sb like a book
e.g. You're bored, aren’t you? I can read
you like 2 book.
you can’t judge a book by its cover
,»Ui..llgt.ta'-:s Y
e.g. She doesn’t look very intelligent, but
you can’t judge a book by its cover.
bring sb to book Oyl 5i b all lid 3la
e.g. A crime has been committed and who-
ever is responsible must be brought to book.
throw the book at sb (ialc)
(e3Y i oy o aslay
c.g. It was the fifth time Frank had been
arrested for drink-driving so the judge
threw the book at him.
go by the book
Slaaladd | oi aslyall 5i s lydll iy
spesk by the book oadl dgiz,
e.g. Without speaking by the book, I am sure
there is a law against cycling on the path.
suit one’s book .th_g;&.:;,iwl.,
c.g. The arrangement will suit my book
very well indeed.
take a leaf out of a person’s book

03> ydms

Cbly Falh 4 ,n

b Lt 0555 0 kis dnad | e 0S5
e.g. I cleaned the bathroom yesterday so
I'm in my mother’s good books.
be in sb’s bad books

b e 26 095 Y pSallsy

e.g. He's in her bad books because he
arrived 2 hours late.
cook the books (isls)
8,1 o i (Gahied | 8) OV | 6 s Dy
e.g. One of the directors had been cooking
the books and the firm had been losing
money for years.
hit the books
e.g. I can’t go out tonight. I've got to hit
the books.
That’s/there’s a tumn-up for the books

S igliad g Loy W Je
e.g. There’s a tum up for the books - A

A.a_,Jé;-.\:—g

Frenchman who loves English food.
boot
give sb the boot NEJY PN [ PR I

e.g. They gave him the boot for swearing
at the manager.
e.g. She gave him the boot because he
wouldn’t stop talking about his ex. girl
friends. Lible 3Ye 400 .Y
put the boot in

lo goe 2T 031 Jrms - aly palad | 2530 0
e.g. He lost his job and then hts wife put the
boot in by announcing she was leaving him.
e.g. Four lads pushed him down and then
put the boot in. odp-JSna¥
boots



bootstraps

bottle

die with (your) boots on
Jows Il ¥ sy wges
e.g. [ never want to retire - I'd rather die
with my boots on.
hang up your boots el e i g5
(isl,)
e.g. After a disastrous defeat, the player
may hang up his boots once and for all.
lick sb’s boots Glgas Jy ey
e.g. I'm not ready to lick somebody’s boots
to get a promotion.
bootstraps
haul/ pull yourself up by your bootstraps:
e Lo gy s e saxe
e.g. My father pulled himself up by his
bootstraps to become one of the richest
men in the country.
boot
the boot/shoe is on the other foot
o iy - gl
e.g. Jack used to be rich and Jim was poot
and now the boot is on the other foot, i.e.
Jim is rich and Jack is poor. LY Sy
border
botdering 05 0l el g - iy
e.g. His manner was abrupt, bordering on
insolence.
bore
bote the arse off sb. (is 4, ulp)
bote the ass off sb. Mt tonay
e.g. These wildlife programmes bote the
arse off me.
bored
be bored to death/tears
B Olin; - 2 sl Jf oIl ol
be bored stiff
bote sb to death/tears

»

HIb s

bose sb stiff

born
botn and bred
e.g. He's a London born and bred.

Ly W

be born with a silver spoon in (your)
4ad (b Ladll o dilnay Uy

e.g. His lack of concem about money is

mouth

natural of someone who was botn with a
silver spoon in their mouth.  1al, § A, sl
I/he/she/ wasn’t born yesterday

€l Jos Uy (s o) 5o

(420 dale (o al g )

e.g. You can’t expect your mother to
believe that - she wasn’t born yesterday.
botn before one’s time  &lsj i o uan) Gl
e.g. Some artists are born before their
time: their genius is not recognized until
long after their deaths.
oue Jlgh Wy de
e.g. I've never been so surprised in all my

In all one’s born days

born days.
borne
(something) borne in upon me

AU s T
e.g. It was gradually borne in upon him
that his job was leading nowhere and that
he had better change it.
bosom
Olasi 3
e.g. She was glad to be home back in the
bosom of her family.

in the bosom of (U,ai ,..Ju)

bossy

a bossy boots (ulr-) Chaal g o8 b
ot Y1 oS | oy s

e.g. Karen’s such a bossy boots, ordering

us all the time.

bottle



bottom

bounds

hit the bottde Sl iy gl JSU1 J) Touds
e.g. He lost his job and hit the bottle.
be on the bottle (asdl) w2 J] 5le
c.g. She wasn’t making much sense when I
talked to her, I think she’s on the botte again.
put new wine in old bottles
B g s HS
e.g. Was the speaker merely putung new
wine into old bottles?
bottom
sb’s bottom drawer I a6 L2Y)
W 3 W ek ol | aans
e.g. I've given her some silver cutlery for
her bottom drawer.
sb’s bottom line
byt s i 4 e a3 ol e o
e.g. My bottom line on this job is £ 5000.
can’t do it for less.
the bottom drops/falls out of the market
R H] P JEEY IS ) PRy
e.g- The bottom fell out of the art market
and dealers were left with hundreds of
unsaleable paintings.

1. the bottom line gyl B bl
e.g. The bottom line is that people’s health
is at risk if they smoke.

2. the bottom line Ll ez |

¢.g. The bottom line is what counts in
most companies these days.
at the bottom of the heap/pile

e2s il - ¢ @1 b
e.g. The homeless are at the bottom of the
pile with little hope of improving their

situation.
be bumping along el 3Jb L
the bottom shay r.ﬁ:a_,

e.g. With the economy bumping along the

bottom, it seems unlikely any new jobs will
be created.
be/lic at the bottom of sth  (,0a0 04,
il s | nd1 055, - (s ad)
e.g. I don’t know for certain why she
dislikes you, but I suspect jealousy is at the
bottom of it.
from the bottom of (your) heart
oMY s - ol
e.g. We would like to thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for all your help.
get to the bottom of sth
gyosndl plad iz 5T J] Jos
e.g. The family finally got to the bottom of
why their boy was killed.
knock the bottom out of sth
(Lale) o2l ol o ines -
e.g. Ben losing his job has knocked the
bottom out of our plans to buy a house.
bottomless
bottomless pit &3l |- pigr - e 3as
e.g. It’s a poor country with a bottomless
pit of debt.
touch bottom ( Jet]l u’) g Wl el
e.g. The boat’s keel touched bottom.
bound
be bound and determined '...4;
e.g. She’s bound and determined to make
her career in medical rescarch.
bounds
be out of bounds JU:;;,:—EJ& A
e.g. All military sites are totally out of all
bounds.
e.g. High fat foods are out of bounds on
this diet.
know no bounds
s9as1 JS (59a2) stazs - oy 3ym ¥

Gpsa—s pb ol ¥



bow

brains

e.g. Tom’s loyalty to the company knows
no bounds.
bow
bow and scrape

ps8 1 UST 3 gmadly 8 1 - s gl
e.g. We must realize that the new airport is
going to be built in our area: we must bow
to the inevitable, and give up our campaign
against it.
draw the long bow S - db
e.g. Then he went into a lot of particulars,
and I began to think that he was drawing
the long bow.
two strings (or another stringj to one’s
Fluad
e.g. Don’t think he’s just a person who

bow

wnites books. He has two strings to his bow.
e.g. Work 1s bowling along nicely.

bowl along

bowl
ot e iy ¢ Ual o
e.g. 1. The little girl was bowled over in the

bowled over

rush to the train.
2. When I heard the news. I was
completely bowled over.
(Al ol a2 l) joloadlopuis
boy
a blue-eyed boy
a fair-haited boy Oyl gteend | 4omy Lslises Jo)
e.g. He was very much the blue-eyed boy
in the office.
a mummy’s/mother’s boy
g’._{,.;:ui-ul,‘;l.;._uial
a mama’ boy
e.g. He was often depicted as a weak. witted
mama’s boy with a domineering mother.
boys
boys will be boys

Ogrnnary O gonly [3¥51 533Y1 Jlass
e.g. The children had left her living-room
in a mess, but she simply shrugged and
said, " boys will be boys ".

the boys in blue Py
e.g. The boys in blue were round again last
night, asking questions.

brain

a brain box s S YT ggn 3

e.g. Come on brain box, what's the answer?
dﬁdldl}hl-dﬁdlsj,‘u

A1 Uss J] paimns
e.g. There is a brain drain of British

a brain drain

mathematicians to the united states.

a brain trust peaascs i s J1 g L
eI e Gl

e.g. He joined the President’s brain trust

for the election campaign.

be brain dead

e.g. By the time I leave work I'm

Cos

completely brain dead.
be out of (your) brain
s ot saasa O1SL

e.g. By the time I arrived at the party he
was out of his brain.
get (your) brain in gear

Ghually Jan| Jansal - S5
e.g. 've got to get my brain in gear for the
meeting this afternoon.
have sth on the brain  Jia| o5 haas S5
e.g. You've got cats on the brain. can’t we
talk about something else for change?
be the brain behind sth PYRINTAY
e.g. He was the brain behind many of the
best movies ever made.

brains
beat (your) brains out

N 4 oy i Dot ol B Sy 053 365 0



brakes

bteach

e.g. I've beaten my brains out trying to
think of a way of getting the money to her
in time.
blow sb’s brains out
wl, o boloy Lasst Jris

e.g. To commit suicide she blew her brains out.
pick sb’s brains

Eaosn o ol on o potasy
e.g. I'd love to pick your brains about
computets - you seem to be the expert
around here.
brakes
put the brakes on 2 Jas By - Jujis
c.g- The government has put brakes on
any further spending
brand /brand new Ll Lds
e.g. This car is brand new. I only bought it
yesterday
branch
branch out A
¢.g. The chip/shop is branching out into a
café as well.
brass
brass monkey weather
e.g. It’s a brass monkey weather totally

|:1.> >Jle3?

isn’t it.
be cold enough to freeze the balls off a
brass monkey
e.g. We were in Moscow, and it was cold
enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey.
the brass ring

tle Jgandl oWl by - i FIETIPS
e.g. Our aim is to have the best team in the
league. The brass ring is there, guys go and
get it.
get down to brass tacks

st ool Jl s gl

Ll Lale

e.g. Let’s get down to brass tacks. Who’s
paying for all this?
have the brass (neck)
have the brass (balls) (s isle)
uq&wsﬂﬂ)ublyql;ﬁrﬂf
e.g. He has the brass balls, to announce his
engagement to Sally in front of his ex-wife.
brass farthing 52 4] _ b ilas il
e.g. I don’t care a brass farthing for what
he thinks.
brave
put a brave face/front on sth
ok el sl Gy Lol | e
Laall ol
e.g. They've had some bad luck, but
they’ve put a brave face on their problems.
gl 4l Jous
e.g. He doesn’t seem upset about losing. Do

put on a brave face/front

you think he’s just putting on a brave face?
brazen
brazen out

Blivay gy - # L ol Jawiey ity ¥
e.g. He addressed his host by the wrong
name, but he just smiled and brazened it out.
brawn < has
be all brawn and no brains

$ IS U1 ol ol | preomas

e.g. I agree he’s got a good body, but he’s
all brawn and no brains.
breach
step into the breach  Jous Jous - § L] duy
e.g. Professor Cottier stepped into the
breach when the guest lecturer failed to
turn up.
breach of faith sy
e.g. It was a breach of faith to reveal the

information I gave you.



bread

break

breach of the peace LU
e.g. He was sent to prison for a breach of
the peace.

breach of promise (E. Is )J)

ol de g Lo Yy ue LSS
e.g. They might take the case to court and
try him for breach of promise.
heal the breach
gl ot - et s play - p st 01
e.g. I think that the coming of the new
director will finally heal the breach between
John & Peter.
bread
sb’s bread and butter
NCSCT LK PV S0 ) PR WS WY | B P
e.g. Teaching is his bread and butter.
Bread-and-butter sbod | 391 o s
e.g. Unemployment and taxes are the
bread-and-butter issues of this campaign.
bread and circuses
rp)b',ra»nu.UIU..sljJIM'\ll
e.g. Tax cuts are just bread and circuses
designed to distract attention from the
underlying economic crisis.
bread winner
S | o B paas9 35 ey 0
c.g. The husband 1s the breadwinner in this
family.
break bread with (I"C) Budey Lo ana IS,
e.g. It was his first offer to break bread
with me.
butter both sides of one’s bread
P ol (B 3020 (g0 S
e.g. He’s buttering both sides of his bread.
He works for us during the day and has a
job with another company during the evening.
cast one’s bread upon the waters

Pl s Yo (pp) ol bt ns | Jans
sl o

_e.g. To do good without immediately

expecting anything in return.
know which side his bread is buttered
ol onom = (pg) SIS sl o G m
e.g. He wouldn’t be rude to his boss. He
knows which side the bread is buttered.
take the bread out of someone’s mouth
555 g s - iorl i) ety
e.g. If you do that wotk, you’ll be taking
the bread out of the mouth of your fellow
workers here.
breadline
be/live in the breadline
Al 50U e (aam)
e.g. Most of the families of the
unemployed are on the breadline.
be/live below the breadline
b s o (im)
e.g. There are immigrant families living
below the breadline in some areas.
break
give sb a break (i:.cl:-)

Lo yasd dds Loy 4 e Lid g
¢.g. Give her a break - she’s only a child
and she didn’t mean any harm.
break/come/fall apart at the seams

sdis by - Sy - Gjan
e.g. I had planned to go to the football
match with my friends, but one of them
became ill and the whole arrangement
began to fall apart at the seams.
break the bank (HUS ) o) s
e.g. ’'m the man who broke the bank at
Monte Carlo.



make a break

break away 57

break away S m iy - iy e.g. We shall break new ground in the

¢.g. | broke away from the assoaation ten spring by opening a shop at Liverpool.
years ago. break the news

break down TSRV R (tgme) o gl b il - [ ey

e.g. We shall have 1o break down the door

to enter.
e.g. When she heard he was dead,

she broke down completely

Sl ¥

break even

by by Y5l pa o I 5yl
e.g. The chairman said in spite of many
difficulties, he expected that the company
would at least break even.
break from/forth R YCPREYy 11 XY
e.g. Cheers broke from the crowd when
the teams appeared.
break the ice Aol s dy
e.g. To break the ice, Ted spoke of his
interest in mountain climbing, and they
soon had a conversation going.
break in et
break in CRFEN Y FYATAR 4
e.g. I could tell the story better if so many
people didn’t break in.
e.g. I've spent neatly six months breaking
inmy pony. &yl el o h - 20 Y
break a journey il J1 . i iU gz,
e.g. We are breaking our journey at
Chester for one night.
break a lance

sl oo | (Lainz) 0 - ol

¢.g. The young officer was determined to
succeed and was not afraid to break a lance
or two with his generals.
break loose
e.g. The dog broke loose from its chain.
break new ground

)f-a--lgiyc—lié

s—-wu-') Ldam gl
(XVEES lfliTC'-ia.- a2 Clie g5a (o2 o

e.g. Please break the bad news to him gently.
break off ‘
(r)lilly) L33 of alavd it gy 5 Sy
e.g. We werte discussing our plans, but had
to break off when the telephone rang.
break one’s heart
(a2 U s - il 51 b))
e.g. It will break his heart to retire.
break one’s neck
Sl il fon o LaS a5
e.g. I broke my neck to arnive in time.
break out T Y PR
e.g. He broke out of pnson, but was caught
again later.
a roat of cheering broke out
(3:~) g - gl Y
break/beat the/a record L..Ls U3, b~
¢.g. [ had to break the speed record to get
to the wedding in time.
break the thread sl Gl ol | i
e.g. | was telling the children a story, when
the door bell rang and broke the thread.
btreak through S - J W e day
e.g. The sun broke through the clouds.
break up ¢ 2 0 s - s - GE2 - oty A
¢.g. Freezing weather will break up the soil.
¢.g. The party broke up when the police
(T jaincs) cloo gl - e el
e.g. He had broken up with some friends
who had changed their ideas.
make a break for it <Yyl of P | Y PY P
e.g. He tried to make a break for it and I
had to hold him.

arrived.




breakfast

breath

the weather breaks  _liy - i (U,.dall)
e.g. The cold weather at last broke at the
end of the month.
a breakthrough
(10001 3) (o tin ptis - (UIS2] o) 2 5o
e.g. Scientists have made a breakthrough in
their treatment of that disease.
break camp
bols ez sl - 2 TOKS J] Semall Jizy
e.g. The regiment broke camp at dawn and
moved on.
breakfast
eat sb for breakfast
3y 1 b Casns tizy of ol | ghay
e.g. My boss would eat me for breakfast if
I asked him for money.

breast
beat your breast

peand | p Ll G 5T 05l jallasy
e.g. Managers are beating their breasts
about the loss of fifty jobs, but staff suspect
more redundancies are on the way.
breast-beating 1!l b o allcinYl k)
e.g. No amount of breast beating will bring
back those who died in the crash.
make a clean breast (of)
ok bo JSo uads - b poa
breath
a breath of (fresh) air (upi ,..,d)
i Lo gl ] opn das 0
e.g. let’s go into the garden for a breath of air.
e.g. The new typist is a real breath of fresh air.
dazishdr r3,) (ol oens)
atay e dodle 42
e.g. I caught my breath when I saw the

catch your breath

scar on her face.

e.g. She stopped to catch her Sy Y

breath at the top of the hill
hold one’s breath
(e 2dgd o7 o2 o (65) aulisl s
e.g. The whole family held its breath when
he went to France for a life saving heart
operation.
take (your) breath away .lsY| 40 - Jals
e.g. Your offer is so generous that it takes
my breath away.
under (your breath)
geale ol U O gea - Can
e.g. "I don’t believe you", she muttered
under her breath.
a waste of breath el g Lo
e.g. I could try and persuade her to stay,
but it would probably be a waste of breath.
waste (your) breath s gz poias
e.g. You'd be wasting your breath reporting
it to the police - they never look for stolen
bikes.
the breath of one’s nostrils
OLW » 48 520,5 ol -S4 ol
e.g. His novels were discussed in the society
whose flatteries were as the breath of his
nostrils.
(all) in the same breath
doly iy ol Ay il
e.g. You tell me in the same breath that it
1s useless to investigate Sir Charles’ death,
and that you desire one to do it!.
out/shott of breath
il blad | ey ¥ i) | ghaio
e.g. 'm out of breath
after running upstairs.
with one’s last breath <l 3§ Go, > JI
e.g. I would maintain his innocence with

my last breath.



breathe

59 btrick

breathe
breathe again & lieual | iz - anlis 3 2
e.g. The floods subsided, and the villagers
breathed again.
breathe down someone’s neck
Blas o i1 3o 3,500 ails 35S,
e.g. Although Smith was running hard,
Jones was breathing down his neck.
e.g. I can’t work with you breathing down
my neck all the time.
(Tale) aly o iy - 5LSy 618 - 31 .Y
breathe fire and brimstone
L3y - S
c.g. When he heard what had happened,
be began to breathe fire and brime-stone
But it was too late.
breathe his last
e.g. The dog had breathed its last in doing

its master’s service.

Oyas - aulil T hail,

breathe (c.g. revenge, curses, blessings . .
. etc)

e.g. He stood in the middle of the room,
breathing curses on the man who swindled
him.

not to breathe a syllable discoyen Y
e.g. | promised not to breathe a syllable
about what he told me.

breathe casily/freely

IS S S IEA VN | R o)
e.g. It was a dangerous joumey, but after
we had crossed the river we were able to
breathe more easily.
breathing space WYl blad¥i - iz,
c.g. I felt I must be alone, I must have-
breathing space to think of the terrible
thing that the rogue accused me of.
brief

hold no brief for
uu|,iytum EY P DA B
e.g. | hold no particular brief for religion,
but I often feel that Buddhism can touch
us a lot.
in brief oMl jlaub « Jyill 55Las ol 240
e.g. It would take a long time to go into all
the details, but I can grve you the facts in brief.
brink
be on the brink of doing something
ol e
e.g. The club’s manager dismissed reports
that he was on the bank of buying a new
player.
on the brink of sth
(562 = W] - ) it o = 0 dn s
e.g. The country is on the brink of civil war.
e.g. She 1s on the bnnk of international
stardom.
brim
in the brim e Mza¥l o BT J)
e.g. In the brim of any vessel made to
contain fluid.
e.g. She was filled to the brim with happiness.
oW - el Y
brick
be/come up against a brick wall
s 5 g5 Jar Syl - dailo | b5
e.g. I’'ve tied everywhere I can think of for
funding, but I've come up against a brick wall.
shit a brick ((5.1.,) 3y L O b
e.g. My niece took me on the roller coaster
and I nearly shit a bnck.
a brick, or a regular brick (ul:.)
4 se pand - dole dazmy sl
Ol ol > Yls a4y
€.g. There was once a window there, but it

brick up




bricks

bring

has been bricked up for centuries.
drop a brick
B s - 3Y i 6 ey Oy
e.g. I was dismissed from my job because I
dropped a few bricks in front of some
important customers.
bricks
you can’t make bricks without straw
3 W1algall 39 09 Lo Jams = by Sodsa
e.g. I need an electric dull to put these shelves
up. You can’t make bricks without straw.
bricks
come down like a ton of (a hundred of
bricks) (isls)
e.g. The manager came down on him like a
ton of bricks for leaving the door of the safe
open.
bridge
I’ll/we’ll cross that bridge when I/we
come to it.
e.g. What if the flight is delayed? I will
cross that bridge when I come to it.
st B Toran ol g2 o8 oo
ady Sl S0 cliadlesgll
bridges
build bridges U a0 bl 2ny ool
€.g. A local charity is working to build bridges
between different ethnic groups in the area.
bring
bring a lump to one’s throat
P SIelay o si - aad il 3
e.g. Waving goodbye to him brought a
lump to my throat.
bring someone (back) down to earth
Giind | 4 by alnons
e.g. He is not at all a practical person:

pethaps having to earn a living will bring

him down to earth.
bring home to one
€.g. My cousin’s death from cancer brought

home to me the dangers of being a heavy

ot -l

»

bring/come into being sl 5 - Wy,

smoker.

e.g. The new government brought into
being a completely new system of education.
bring/come into question
L8l g0 ] Uy
e.g. The scientists’ discoveries brought into
question all the previous ideas about the
beginning of life on earth.
bring the house down
Cradl p s 6185 sl | ppacnd | Grinas
c.g. The young singer’s performance
brought the house down. The applause
lasted for about half an hour.
bting/come to a close s u**"
e.g. The service was brought to a close
with a hymn.
bring to bay
Wiy S g |k pmased |
e.g. The police at last brought the
criminals to bay in an old warehouse.
bring (one’s attention) to bear on el
e.g. Instead of studying useless things,
professors should bring their intelligence to
bear on the problems of world poverty and
wotld peace.
bring to light .5 e ity - el J| gk
e.g. The researcher had brought to hght
some interesting facts about how diseases
are spread.
bring to mind S
e.g. Seeing the child reading brought to

mind the books I read when I was a boy.



bright

broke

bring to pass Fal &odmy
e.g. The new government promised a
more equal society, but they never brought
it to pass.
bring up the rear

(_,:gdlusiat:.) i3l ol
e.g. The mounted soldiers went at the front,
and the foot-soldiers brought up the rear.
bringword  (L>1 5 Slglas) Ja - ale
e.g. I'll bring you word of the new market
prices as soon as they’re out.
bring out the bestin as2li 5 Lo i gh
e.g. I can’t stop cnticizing her - she just

brings out the worst in me. (‘_,._{.J )]
bright
bright and early

e 5,50 5l by ar gl ey S
e.g. You're up and early

abright spatk .l ia) S jasnsl]
(1 pasntd| e 0S| Jare
e.g. Some bright spark was clearing up and
threw my invitation away.
a bright spot W g L2ae dhis
c.g. The only bright spot in Liverpool’s
disastrous performance was a stunning goal
in the second half.
the bright lights
(PWEN XL [P BT RWR | N
e.g. [ went in search of the bright lights
but all I found was poverty and loneliness.
be as bright as a button
Sl e [y US3 045
e.g. She was as bright as a button - always
asking questions and quick to help.
be bright and breezy
ks o 13 [hancs 055
e.g. I get a bit depressed at imes, whereas
GilI’s always bright and breezy.

look on the bright side:
(Jstian) 0,20l sl ) iy
e.g. Look on the brght side, The accident
insurance might pay for a new car.
bright-eyed
be bright-eyed and bushy tailed
(g 19) Jome sle) Janll jimzay BLtally 5 shes
e.g. She was bright-eyed and bushy-tailed
the next moming, despite having been up
half the night.
broad
as broad as it is long JohS o e
e.g- Going there by car takes ten minutes,
and train it’s about the same: it’s as broad
as it’s long.
(in) broad daylight sl may $
e.g. Criminals used to rob people only
when it was dark, but now they are doing
it in broad daylight.
broad (brush) strokes
Joolis O3 Lle livy Bt iy
e.g. In a few broad brush strokes, he
summed up his beliefs.
a broad church
Gilssns Jgeol g0 Lt s 43,6 Y dlite
e.g. The Congress remains a broad church
with members from a diversity of backgrounds.
broadly speaking ple s - lagas s
e.g. Broadly speaking, in our society,
doctors tend to be male, and nurses female:
but of course, there are exceptions.
be broad in the beam (,«z 45 ,...:)
(o i1 ) a1 o
e.g. Tess has always been rather broad in
the beam, despite all those diets.
broke
go for broke (g l;)
Lo b oo bl L JS, i



Bronx

buck

e.g. She decided to go for broke and
pursue her acting career full-time.
if ain’t broke, don’t fix it
50 Sy Joai yp0 Yl canls Lo Llsy Leeo
e.g. We’re happy with our exam system,
and as they say, if it ain’t broke don’t fix it.
broken accents C'.q..a O CL.U P
e.g. He stood before his father, and
begged for his help in broken accents.
Bronx
a Bronx cheer oLl psy sbinis b
L TN T
e.g. Cindy turned around and blew a Bronx
cheer at the kids who’d been teasing her.
brown i
be as brown as a berry
ol ol s e Y11l Joans
brown bagging
Jradl g5l SV Ol 2 S 3 JS Y s
e.g. We've stopped brown-bagging: it’s too
cold now to eat in the park.
brown bag Oslll 2 S s gi g0 Yy L
e.g. We had our meeting over a brown bag
lunch.
brownie
eam/get brownic points
(i) las b o W Olamsuly e o Juams
e.g. I thought I might get some brownie
points by helping to organize the party.
brown-nose
Ol e 5y L a5 15 Lased lasy OLS|
e.g. The rest of the class were sick of
watching him brown-nose.
in a brown study
ol = Sl (B 3 paams - padl L0
e.g. He was sitting there in a brown study
and I had to wait several minutes before he

noticed I was there.

browned/cheesed off 3 Lax - el sl2
e.g. We've been kept waiting for over an
hour, and we’re getting a bit browned off.
I’m cheesed off with him always being late.
brows
knit (your) brows
B 5] il g i i
e.g. He knitted his brows as he listened to
the storm forecast.
brunt
bear/take the brunt of st.
i el Jamy
e.g. The oldest parts of the town bore the
brunt of the missile attacks.
bubble
the bubble bursts blad | ggi 53 lase
e.g. The economy was booming, then the
bubble burst with the stock market crash.
burst the bubble: Their first argument
burst the bubble.
buck
buck naked (ulr-) wiady LS _,Lp
e.g. I got a shock when I saw her sitting
buck naked, drink in hand, watching TV.
The buck stops here
t',.b,dluﬁ-wbuir-,a'\ll i
e.g. We carry out all the safety tests in this
department, so the buck stops here.
the buck stops with sb.
e.g. The police authonzed the raid and they
must accept that the buck stops with them.
(il o p g gal| 03l
make a fast /quick buck
(e, o G Cloms) i S sty
buck = ,¥s
e.g. Times are hard, you have to make a

fast buck wherever and however you can.

pass the buck @b b Je 5T L:d’--ur"l)



bucket

bull-headed

O] B P VT[S PO | PPEIH] YT
e.g. Parents often try to pass the buck to
teachers when children misbehave in school.
bucket
kick the bucket (i,al&) gy
e.g. He had a heart attack and kicked the
bucket.

buckets

sweat buckets A a,m
e.g. I was sweating buckets under my
plastic rain jacket.

bucks

a bucks party Wir - ol ilis

605y Job o2l 6 Bl Yaie
e.g. I got a bit drunk at Pete’s bucks party
and disgraced myself.
come down in sheets/buckets
5l - o el BlS haas
bud
nip sthin the bud Lz a3 USE] fony
e.g. The strike was nipped in the bud by
some clever negotiations.
buff (ie: 5 ) o P TE
e.g. He came out of the bedroom in the buff.
buffers
hit the buffers b - b g
e.g. The talks hit the buffers after only
four hours.
build
build castles in the air
ol plos - Iyl (ygesd o
e.g. You should give yourself aims that you
know you can achieve: there is no point in
building castles in the air.
built
be built like a brick shithouse (i34, Zalc)
prd] S 9
e.g. I wasn’t going to argue with him - he

was built like a bnck shithouse.
be built like a tank Loy 595 pranl| .S
e.g. These cars are built like tanks.
be built on sand
YU | PN [ R PO |l | PO TP

e.g. They seem quite happy now but I have
a feeling that this marriage is built on sand.
bull
be like a bull in a china shop

in ok - 330 ) e 9
e.g. She’s like a bull in a china shop when
it comes to dealing with people’s feeling.
Wla 2oy Jonr p o
e.g. He wants to finish the shelves today so

like a bull at a gate

he’s going at them like a bull at a gate.

take the bull by the homs

4353 o0 o9t [ elal a8 delonty Las G go ailon
e.g. Why don’t you take the bull by the
horns and tell him to leave.

bulP’s-eye

score/hitabull’s eye  iiinl oS ay
e.g. The old lady could usually hit the
bull’s-eye and guess exactly what her grand-
children would like as presents.

bullet

give someonc the bullet  LiLyl -0 J.au
e.g. I got the bullet from my last job for
coming to work late every moming.

bullets
sweat bullets

Sl Byl ol Gl ggmze §OsSS
e.g. He was sweating bullets by the time
the police had finished questioning him.
bull-headed

st b oo e ey o e 0L
e.g. He’s completely bull-headed. I asked

him not to throw out that old table, but he
did it anyway.



bully

bush

bully

bully for you (u L:-)
oW il G OF 4 Y be 1ia Jgis

e.g. I cleaned the whole house yesterday,

"Bully for you."

a bully pulpit Lok $1Sa slaik,

g ol iy OF b 2,400

e.g. The presidency is a wonderful bully

pulpit to convince the country of the need
for a balanced budget.

bum

4 Jsle & Olie i s

e.g. Teachers are getting a bum rap from

a bum rap

people who say they don’t wotk hard enough.

bl ey
e.g. The bus dniver gave us a bum steer

a bum steer

and we ended up miles from where we
wanted to go.
s -3 )]a:

the bum’s tush .
e.g. The photographer was given the bum’s
rush by two policemen guarding the office.
bump

like 2 bump on a log (i )

(g sV i) Gz Jams O 093 iy 5 ol
e.g. Don’t just sit there like 2 bump on a
log, come and help us.
¥ O
e.g. Cars were lined up bumper to bumper
along the whole length of the road.
bumper-to-bumper ( el S5 Lsl>)

bumper to bumper

e.g. We were caught in bumper-to-bumper
traffic for over an hout.
bun
have a bun in the oven

(11 Jorm she) Jalo 5 8 U
e.g. I hear Wendy’s got a bun in the oven.
bundle

a bundle of joy (i) s Jib

e.g. Three days after the birth, Sandra took
home het little bundle of joy.
not be a bundle of laughs isall e )
e.g. The funeral wasn’t exactly a bundle of
laughs.
not go a bundle on sth

e ol ksl Y b lia
e.g. I don’t go a bundle on Anne’s new
hair cut.
bunnies
b YIS el
e.g. Ten kids! those people fuck like bunnies

fuck like bunnies

burn

burn one’s boats/bridges
Moieas Lol 8390 | Jamy - it G,

e.g. I've already burned my bridges with

my previous employer by criticizing his

products.

burn the candle at both ends

Sl s b - Y] i ] S iy

e.g. Jack has got a difficult job and yet he

also goes to parties almost everynight: [

wonder how long he can go on burning the

candle at both ends.

burn up the road (ul;)

e.g. You should see Jim’s new sports car: it

i . . i
[ &8 yony (5 gms

can really bum up the road.

burning

have sth burning a hole in your pocket
29| o e b U oy O oy - 3 et

e.g. I had a fifty dollar bill that was

burning a hole in my pocket, so I figured

I'd go out and have a really good time.

bush

bush league S5l O3

e.g. His article was a bush league stunt to

discredit the company and he has apologized.

the bush telegraph



bushes

bust

Wi Jazy s - o d Y lils 5
e.g. The bush telegraph tells me you’re
likely to become our new president, John.
beat about/around the bush
(i51,0) 3 pISI N cimzes f g gad | Sy pgms
e.g. There is no point in beating about the
bush. Just tell me where my brother 1s.
bushes
beat the bushes
Lo o3 e Jgmard) Lot | oy
c.g. She’s not out there beating the bushes
for a job. She’s just as happy not working.
business
business is business
Jan! g iblgall J55 Yy (dele) Jas Jasd!
e.g. Business is business and if your friend
can’t produce the work on time, I'll have to
find someone else.
the business end
APl il ] so8 sl IS b
e.g. She screamed when she found herself
facing the business end of his gun.
not in the business of doing sth
33! Jandl i 2o ds slaas L0
e.g. 'm not in the business of causing trouble.
mix business with pleasure
inzally Jandl o pazes
e.g. Let’s keep this relationship stnctly
professional. I prefer not to mix business
with pleasure.
business as usual
(S sl J3) gt 32U Juall i3 gal
e.g. It was business as usual at the school
yesterday only a month after the fire.
be in business (Lole)  Jasdl b Jou
¢.g. As soon as [ find my map and my keys,
we’re in business.

do the business das wglhal jou A

e.g. As long as he does the business on the
football field, the club is happy with him.
e.g. So he went home with her. Do you think
they did the business? | JanJlipyd .¥
mean business
o Wi ls r 03 b 3l Y a5
e.g. The changes the new government has
made show they mean business.
The business end eV J)
e.g. He sat down on the business end of a
drawing pin.
be none of someone’s business
sdols ¥l gsoy
e.g. My age 1s none of your business.
go out of business
ol | o gz - Jasd | o - el
e.g. He’s selling his shop, he’s gone out of
business.
have no business -4 g
e.g. She had no business being friendly
with her brother’s enemy.
make it one’s business  _ Lgnn 5i o JiSy
e.g. I'll make 1t my business to call on him.
mind one’s own business
¥ las dany - pdloges 4 an Y
e.g. Why don’t you mind your own business?
What 1s it to you whether they get married
of not.
busman
a busman’s holiday
Slhas 42y bl §lidbe  ad
e.g. Going to the beach is too much of a
busman’s holiday for him. He’s a lifeguard!
bust
go bust b
e.g. My brother is not working at the
moment because the firm has gone bust.
bust your ass/balls (a5 3 2ale)



busy

by-your-leave

bust your arse
e.g. He bust his arse for ten years in that
job and got no thanks.

fis 8 Unaed | Jrme b 2l 8 Slgis ol sgans
busy

be as busy as a bee (ﬁ.\.‘i ,,.u)
bsig Zan JS) Jans - J IS Jan
e.g. She’s as busy as a bee, always going to
meetings and organizing parties.
butt (i, 5, Lle)
sb’s butt is on the line
RTINS PR
e.g. It's my butt on the line if we don’t
make this delivery today, so get moving guys.
kick (sb’s) butt (izdy &ale) 54 s - JS
e.g. The officer told his men to move in
on protestors and kick their butt, to show
them who’s boss!
butter
butter wouldn’t melt in sb’s mouth
5 e WSWIL 0SS, L9 8Ly Lokl g4 5
e.g. She looks as though butter wouldn’t
melt in her month but I've seen her fighting
with the younger kids.
butterflies
have butterflies (in your stomach)
pbdl g Jos oo sl oo
e.g. She had butterflies in her stomach as
she walked out onto the stage.
break a butterfly in a/the wheel
Gt Wl of gdans sl
button
Digs b iy b) Canmsl | e !
(g8l past o s
e.g. Button it! I'm trying to think.
on the button (iale) bl samell iyl
e.g. We always sit down to eat at 6.00 on

button it!

the button.

(right) on the button  Ui> _ b yo20 . Lilas
e.g. Your remarks about Tim were right on
the button. He’s atrogant, rude and selfish.
buttonhole -3l e G Gilo tomemy
g iye Sana
e.g. He buttonholed the wedding guest and
refused to let him go before he had told
him his own love story.
buzz

a buzz word Laaysy 25 als
e.g. Minimalism is the latest buzz word in
modem architecture.
give sb. a buzz
(ipls)

e.g. Give me a buzz when you get home.

Ogicdsl | e allay A

Watching live bands really gives me a buzz.

Pt o
buy in PARJETPUY IRV [N ) i 2N DY X
buy out (15,5 3) oW dam s o2y

e.g. He bought out several small stockholders.
buy up nr 3l Uguamad | poar (22
Solas Jas 51,5 3 Lavasd!
e.g. He might even buy up all the sugar in
London. '
a good buy
e.g. Well it’s certainly a good buy at that price.
bygones

Let bygones be bygones

ol g pu Y ool L
e.g. Why can’t you put all that bad feeling
behind you and let bygones be bygones.
by-your-leave
without so much as a by-your-leave
(25 o) a3l O 093
e.g. That’s twice, now he’s just marched in
hete without so much as a by-your-leave

and picked a book off my shelf!



