call

C

C
Caboodle (i.l)

the whole (kit and) Caboodle
4l b Sy DI S

e.g. I like everything about Chnstmas - the
presents, the food, the carols - the whole
Caboodle.
cack-handed Lol iylge ey Y Y
e.g. Rob made a cack-handed attempt to
fix the door and now it won’t close at all.
e.g- What struck me was the cack-handed
way that he dealt with the whole situation.

oWl Joladl g5, la) I elle; VY
cake
have one’s cake and eat it b U as
Olnazzes ¥ et o ol ooy s akeoniy 2 )
e.g. If you spend all your money on
clothes, you won'’t be able to get to the
cinema at the weekend - you can’t have
your cake and eat it.
F 1P B P
e.g- | needn’t have worried about my

a piece of cake(s)

French exam - it was a piece of a cake.

cakes

cakes and ale g Lozl dazs
e.g. A farmer’s life is not all cakes and ale.
sell/go like hot cakes l'q}.- L'_»[,)Uiii
e.g. Pianos and other musical instruments
are selling like hot cakes.

cage

rattle sb’s cage iy Lases Cuan

e.g. She tried to ratde his cage with
questions about his failed army career.

cahoots

be in cahoots with ;. lql-l,zll,.llusfﬁ,._
e.g. There are theones that someone in the
govemment was in cahoots with the assassin.
Cain
raise Cain (...L 45 ,_....:)
(tale) ] o ateis ¥y Gl oy
e.g. They knew that the children’s parents
will raise Cain if they're excluded from class.
the icing on the cake
the frosting on the cake
bl e Olead - Yl s 2l 0 b
e.g. I was just content to see my daughter
in such a stable relationship but a grandchild,
that was really the icing on the cake.
calculate
calculated to of BY. Pl OIS
e.g. His conduct 1s calculated to offend
people.
calculate upon A - s 9
e.g. We calculate upon a hundred people
attending.
call
call the shots/tune
Jstmadl jasett| - padl )0
e.g. She was used to calling the shots, to
being in charge.
acall gifl  Opildly iy Sl dnstysh ol
e.g. His ex-wife claimed that call girls had
visited his apartment each week.
answer the call of nature
(25031 Joe o) Uyt - 5m
e.g. 1 had to go into the woods to answer
the call of nature.
call a halt (of something) b g2y
e.g. After we had walked eight miles, we
decided to call a halt.

call a spade a spade  i>,.a)l g0 3055



calling

can

e.g. If you think the design is ridiculous,
say 5o, don’t be afraid to call a spade a spade.
S A il -y
e.g. We shall have to call the local authority’s

attention to the poor state of the roads.

call attention to

call in/into question/doubt

PLIC IRV E
e.g. From the sixteenth century onwards,
learned men began to call into doubt the
idea that the Earth was the centre of the
universe.
call it a day i giild - p g1 Ly WS ol
e.g. We searched for the ning everywhere
but eventually we had to call it a day.
ol ol e s
e.g. The chess - players drew every game
until they ﬁﬁa]ly decided to call it quits.
(unable to) call one’s soul one’s own

ay - ellay Y

e.g. There are so many regulations these days,

call it quits

a person is not able to call his soul his own.
call the shots
(he who pays the piper should) call the
tune Ztsﬂlbbggilly),_»'ﬂlé.gw
e.g. I paid for the holiday, so I should call
the tune:
call to account [.5 (P
e.g. Jim was in charge when the accident
happened, so he will have to be called to
account.
call to the bar  d - Lol (olone LJb)
L daSonad | 6 das |0y
e.g. After many years of study, John was
called to the bar at the age of thirty.
calling

acalling card  Ju, Olge> ol OLsf oo 5T
Gyl osgry o

e.g. The beetles leave behind their calling
cards little white balls on the outside of the
trees.
e.g. This performance acted as the calling
cards that landed Taylor her first major
film role S WONJ IR SIVIR |
calm
the calm before the storm
Lbao | Gy U] £ 3agd |5 098 |
e.g. The family are arriving this afternoon
50 I’'m just sitting down with a cup of
coffee, enjoying the calm before the storm.
camp
a camp follower Y e
e.g. The campaign for real ale had gathered
quite a number of campaign followers.
can
a can of worms (ul:«)
dar JS Lo J| Ly By
e.g. Quite what we do with all the waste
generated by this industry is another can of
worms.
be in the can
sm 3L e o o3 ol 3 salr oL
e.g. We started filming in April so the final
sequence should be in the can at the end of
the month.
carry the can Cod hale o pgllt il
b ns Jamy - 5 Vi
e.g. She suspected that she’d be left to
carry the can for her boss’s mistakes.
can make nothing of i)l w43 akaiy ¥
e.g. His behaviour is very strange; I can
make nothing of it.
i gal | e b,k | podiny
e.g. I couldn’t help laughing when I saw

can’t help

what a state he was in.



candle

cardboard

o1 Y Ll )
e.g. You may not like him, but you can’t

can’t help but

help but admire his courage.

can’t see the wood for the trees

daged 16 L2 o iani ) o Lo Jua alay ¥
e.g. Charles keeps getting excited about
details and misses the main point: his trouble
is that he can’t see the wood for the trees.
can't take it with one aw Jb ds-b Yol
c.g. You'd better enjoy your wealth just
now - after all, you can’t take it with you!

§ S ) geas Sy Jo
e.g. Can you beat it? that stupid boy Jones

can you beat it?

has won a scholarship.

candle

burn the candle at both ends (bum) kil

can’t hold a candle to sb/sth

et Bl o 21 Vs pasnt ] Lo, pasetd | Y

Gyliadl g9 ¥ o

c.g. These pop bands that you hear

nowadays can’t hold a candle to the groups

we used to listen to in the past.

sas 3 Sl e 0B jass
el Joud o dylous 5,0

e.g. Her can-do attitude 1s the reason we

can-do

can-do

chose her for the job.
candy
eye/mind candy

Faall 3oy ¥ Sy Al o Bl ey 0 g2
¢.g. A lot of books are little more than eye
candy: cute photos with one-line captions
and that’s about all.
cannon
cannon fodder

JUWlhs e Ognisg il glt5 2 g0n

e.g. Inexperienced troops were used as

cannon fodder.

canoe
paddle your own canoe (i._.ol;)

.| ot e Yy Nizs S5
e.g. We hoped that after he left college

he’d paddie his own canoe.
cap
tocapitall ol J)cisi_ s Jesydey

A3 IS i

e.g. He spilled red wine on the carpet,
insulted my mother, and to cap it all, he
broke my favourite vase.
capital
with a capital (A/B/C etc.) e
e.g. You're trouble with a capital T, you are!
el fay b ST G by T ) AdSD) LY

e | asgin 3 SNO1 a5
e.g. The Academy has been cniticized for

Ibeing too traditional and only supporting

Art with a capital A

Frins Dptan ¢ 2alSU1 mn IS 3oy
carbon
O [ s
e.g. He’s a carbon copy of his father.

a carbon copy

card
be one card/several cards of a full deck
(1 o 1) (8 i
e.g. Do you think your cousin might be
one card short of a full deck?
have a card up your sleeve
e ae b ), B9 e
e.g. I still had a card up my sleeve in the
form of a letter from his father.
cardboard
cardboard city
ol b el oy Va3 daaly dihaze
e.g. Young people come to the capital full



care

carpet

of hope and end up in cardboard city.
house of cards
11 e A [ P [ B P W | RN PP
e.g. Their plan for a ttip to Europe proved
to be a just a house of cards.
the cards are stacked against sb
Jdd 0o Sl | pases
e.g. He fought a brilliant campaign, but the
cards were stacked against him from the start.
(if you) play your cards right
(e 1,) 2595 cgnly Slilysl o 13
e.g. If we play our cards right, we should
get a good price for the house.
be on the cards
be in the cards & gasd | Sas ¢ Jozswa o 3515
e.g. It 1s on the cards that I may go to Italy.
have/hold all the cards AP0
w.pusa,,mlo‘ir.‘.s.uz,_duaw
e.g. There 1sn’t much hope of him getting
custody of the childten as far as the law
goes, she holds all the cards.
keep/play catds close to one’s chest
OLSI o g ¢ 51y dnds 3151 Sy Y
e.g. He had to play his cards close to his
chest in order to get the best possible contract.
lay/put your cards on the table
bl e ey cdilys i,
e.g. She thought it was time to put her
cards on the table and tell him that she had
no intention of marrying him.
go through the (whole) cards
bl ol S 4 by
e.g. The public is advised to go through
the (whole) cards before it makes its choice
in the election.
care

not have a care in the world

JfL‘.‘.AC)JJq_F‘-:‘.g Y ‘G’L" N
e.g. This time last week I was lying on a
sunny beach without a care in the world.
for all someone cares/knows (iale)
(plaaa¥l pans o b f) J il
e.g. He could be in Brazil for all I know.
(i) &t 25 casl

e.g. Have a care, sir, said the old

have a care!

gentleman when I stood on his toe.

o ol e Bl — o
b Jas 5lni] i giwe Jamesy (Sib)

e.g. Would you take care of my dog when

take care of

I am away?
careet
chequered career
e gy Ll b Lole dilas 5L
e.g. He finally made it to the top, after a
very long chequered career.
carried
be carried out feet first
Ol g 6l 0 )
e.g. James would never leave his home to
go to a retirement village, he’d be carried
out feet first!
carpet
sweep/brush under the carpet
(54 5 351 # LT sy of oy
e.g. The last war cannot be forgotten. It
cannot be brushed under the carpet, it 1s
too gross a crime to be forgotten.
on the carpet (u‘[" r){f)
g ity plol ( J2as)
e.g. The worker was called on the carpet
by the boss for sleeping on the job.
pull the cétpet/ rug (out) from under
il g Lods gy (408 g o bl | ey
PR I WINTY



carry

case

e.g. I waated to buy a house, but the
company I worked for pulled the carpet
out from under me by dismissing me from
my job.
the red carpet
Balisd by p 1 le Y o W1 BLIIN(4 320
e.g. We will have to get out the red carpet
when such an important person comes to
visit us.
carry
catry /sweep all before one
G S Gy lasil Gises o s
e.g. Tom carried all before him at the
athletics, winning every event he entered for.
carry coals to Newcastle i)l »l»..llc,g
o 508 st (ft) e lidl
e.g. Building another restaurant in this
district would be carrying coals to Newcastle:
the place is full of restaurants already.
carty the can
Us§ (3] G lanll ik g 3 gmad | Jasuzs
e.g. I think we should do what Bob says:
he is in charge and he is the one who has to
carry the can if anything goes wrong.
carry off TR
¢.g. The invaders carned off many
hostages.
e.g. He carried off the interview very well.
S FYB{EAN |
carry off (or bear) the palm
radl ek ¢ Gl nad 5m
e.g. Of all the cities of Europe, I think that
Paris bears the palm.
carry on A oy N
e.g. After his father died, Bill cartied on
with the bustness.
e.g. John carried on for ten minutes after

he hit his thumb with the hammer. oY

e.g. The town’s people said that he was
carrying on with a neighbour girl.
Bz of Y e Byl el ¥
carty onc’s point (s b gy iy lasd 1) o
e.g. They were bent on placing their friend
Tom in the speaker’s chair, and they had
carded their point triumphantly.
carry out doiad | as go pay
e.g. You musn’t expect him to carry out
his threats.

carry through s - pady
e.g. He seldom carnes through what he
begins.

carrot-and-stick

a5 4 L1 Landly i3
e.g. I've had to take the carrot-and-stick
approach to disciplining my kids. The harder
they work, the more money they get.
O JE 50 n OLS
e.g. Joe’s blond and Rosie’s a carrot top.

a carrot top

cart.

in the cart. A 9
e.g. His behaviour at the office party put
me in the cart at work.

put the cart before the horse ¢ Loy ¥l li
e.g. Deciding what to wear before you've
even been invited to the party is rather
putting the cart before the hotse, isn’t it?

S pazll s lSIH & joud | 4 ans

e.g. She gave her interior decorator carte

carte blanche

blanche to do up her apartment.

get/have carte blanche G| 3llae
e.g. He had carte blanche when it came to
choosing which actors he wanted to work
with.

case

a case in point dyii bimo ooty Joa

e.g. Lack of communication causes



cash

cast

relationships to fail. Your parents’ marriage
is a case in point.
be on the case

b iige b alos oo Lo Josn podi
e.g. "We need to book a flight before it’s
too late." Don’t wotry, I'm on the case, just
leave it to me."
e.g. Some feminists decided that my

get on sb’s case

remarks were sexist and they’ve been on
my case ever since.

get off sb’s case (u‘<“" L) Ly Yy dis ¥
e.g. I told him very straight forwardly that
the problem had already been dealt with
and he was to get off my case.

odi s
e.g. It’s ime Nigel left home, or he’ll never

I rest my case

learn to be independent. "He doesn’t even
know how to boil an egg." "I rest my case."
make (out) a case for sth

das 51 W GLaT Jan - gla
e.g. You've certainly made out a case for
us buying a dishwasher.
cash
cash on the barrelhead (¥ &Yl
e.g. She’s asking £ 6000 for the car-cash
on the barrelhead.
a cash cow 383y ydean
e.g. The British newspapers are the group’s
biggest cash cow, eamning nearly 40% of
group profits.
hard cash
cold cash Loy ol Lodas 35
e.g. We gave him half the money in hard
cash and wrote 2 cheque for the rest.
cassandra

cast
cast a spell over

e s ols¥l e gy in sl
e.g. The fiery young politician cast a spell
over his audience.
e.g. I have been casting about for some

cast about

village in which I can spend a quiet holiday.
Ll C;L!. ~de

€.g. As soon as she became rich, she cast

aside all her old friends.

cast away (c»l, ;i) Jadl e ahaie - dae

e.g. For five months they were cast away

cast aside

on an uninhabited tsland.

Ol 3l el Jite - xS
e.g. Since he heard of his failure in the

cast down

examination, George has been very cast down.
iple 5w b

e.g. Just cast an eye over these papers and

cast an eye over

tell me what you think.

cast/throw in one’s lot  ,.aey0 020 by,

ane iz o - T (] o)
e.g. He left his first job and decided to cast
in his lot with new company.
cast/throw light upon

S - e s gl il

e.g. Pepy’s diaty cast a light on life in
England in the seventeenth century.
s o i a1y
e.g. The ship cast off from Plymouth in

cast off.

fine weather.

e.g. Mr. Jonescast L addle ahiy ¢ Ay .Y
off his daughter when she married against
his wishes.

ilglead | a1 ¥

always weating his cast off clothes. He

e.g. John was tired of

wanted to wear something new.



casting

cat

cast a slur on (u"‘-') Aerim gl
e.g. By making such remarks about her in
public, he was casting a slur on her reputation.
cast a spell over JESISEXT
e.g. The moment she met him, she seemed
to cast a spell over him.

cast out 3,k
e.g. After the scandal, he was cast out of
the best society.
cast up bl ¢ 5 A
e.g. The body of a whale was cast up by
the sea.

casting

casting vote (,I,i 51;.:|us) é,.l [ gaal |
e.g. It is the casting vote that then decides

the matter.
the casting couch (Uoms) et s 90

e.g. Thankfully, the casting couch is no
longer the only route to success for
aspifing young actresses
cast-iton Gl gi age
e.g. No new business comes with a cast-
1ron guarantee of success.
castles
castles in the air oIyl g [ygnas g2
¢.g- Before you start building castles in the
air, just think how much all this is likely to
cost.
castle in Spain

La e YT i Y1 (geas ()
e.g. To build castles in Spain is natural for
young people and they may work hard
enough to get part of their wishes.
an Englishman’s home is his castle,

e td gl a2 oy JSI

e.g. One’s Home is private and may not be

entered by force, an Englishman’s home is
his castle
cat
be like a cat on a hot tin roof
Bl 259 jyae b koo phe o LillS
e.g. What's the matter with her? She’s like
a cat on a hot tin roof this morming.
be the cat’s whiskers sd) LYo 9
bgbhoad | 3 Juad Yl i oy (= I
e.g. I thought I was the cat’s whickers in
my new dress.
fight like cats and dogs  >Liy ,»Ligg |5
e.g. We get on very well as adults but as
kids we fought like cats and dogs.
has the cat got your tongue?
((gu)wuulwiy),&s ¥
e.g. 'm waiting for an explanation. Has the
cat got your tongue?
not have a cat in hell’s chance
bl 5wy 6] i ar g ¥
e.g. They haven’t a cat in hell’s chance of
getting over the mountain in weather like this.
let the cat out of the bag
JS Ll gl - (20
e.g. I was trying to keep the party a secret,
but Jim went and let the cat out of the bag.
like the cat that got the cream
like the cat that ate the canary
1 32 lad ool + o2 G3lan 4da e
e.g. Of course, Mark got a glowing report
so he was sitting there grinning like the cat
that got the cream.
look like something the cat brought/
(Jsteee) i m b Sl 555
e.g. You can’t possibly go to school like that.

dragged in

You look like something the cat dragged in.
look what the cat’s dragged in!
whead) Qdge b s - dhdl |l Lo J) K]



catbird

caught

e.g. Well, look what the cat’s dragged in.
Did you make that dress ot botrow it from
your mother?

SWis bl cnly

e.g. The police were accused of using the

play cat and mouse

anti-terrorist legislation to play their own
cat-and-mouse game with the Irish population
of Britain.
put/set the cat among the pigeons
GrLns 55 ] copmmy s gl pn cdatdl py
e.g. Tell them all they’ve got to work on
Saturday That should set the cat among the
pigeons.
when/while the cat’s away (the mice
LWl Ll Ole 13)
e.g. Do you think it’s wise to leave the

will play)

children alone for so long? You know while
the cat’s away . ... ..
catbird
be sitting in the catbird seat (...l B )
Ll s
e.g. He'll be sitting in the catbird seat when
the boss retires.
not room to swing a cat in
P ad 9o ¥ - 3o OIS
e.g. The flat is overcrowded: there is not a
room to swing a cat in.
which way the cat jumps
which way the wind blows
gaogallolnilc g Jlobwi
e.g. The prime Minister will not announce
anything yet; he is waiting to see which way
the cat jumps.
cat’s paw Joris (S5 0L] ¢ il Cdsea
ol i slsi ol bs cdsaas =T

e.g. He had no intention of becoming a

cat’s paw for either of them.
fight like kilkenny cats

Ll il copall o Jile
e.g. Those children will fight like kilkenny
cats if I leave them alone in the house.

catch

a catch 22 situation S35 sl gl
wsiasb e Laldlads Jo3gr g
e.g. If you don’t have a place to stay, you
can’t get a job and with no jobs, you can’t
get an apartment - It’s a catch 22 situation.
el e 3l
e.g. You'll catch it if dad sees you smoking.

you'll catch it

catch-as-catch-can
Gt o2ati 093 20 Lo e fuamy
e.g. We were working round the clock to
finish the project so food and sleep were
catch-as-catch can.
catty-corner
catty-cornered Oladt 3 hlied) oS JI
e.g. Catty-comer to the theatre, there’s a
drugstore.
caught
be caught in the crossfire
orbizes el el (o Sl s
e.g. She became caught in the crossfire
between two bosses with different ideas
about what her job involved.
be caught napping
slanzul O35 o slusl 093 sf B}UI; RSV
e.g. When the teacher asked me to
translate some French, he really caught me
napping because I simply hadn’t studied it.
catch tripping  (Lale) uidy (U i it
e.g. The investigator observed closely to
catch the offender tripping in some part of

his account.



cause

chance

be caught short
5| a1 Jgezll 50 48 G omy 2t .
e.g. You should go to the toilet before you
leave. You don’t want to be caught short
on the joumey.
JWI J] sl o2 8002 G lowy jats Y
e.g. I'm caught short. Can you lend me
some money so I can pay for my lunch.
be caught with your pants/trousers down
P Y WERNWLIE
sl Lo Wilis-] com @Y L8 U Y
e.g. His wife came home to find him in bed
with the neighbour 1.e. with his pants down.
el Lasns i Y

me where I'd been the previous evening

e.g. He asked

and I was caught with trousers down.
catch up i e haizl,
c.g- He caught up his briefcase and dashed
out.
e.g. He ran so fast 2yl 4 gk Y
that he soon caught up.
cause célébre
a cause célébre rwldi)lr‘;i,&,i¢4>
e.g. The relationship between Edward
Prince of Wales and Wallis Stmpson became
an intemational cause célébre in 1930?
caution
throw caution to the wind(s) bl
c.g. You could always throw caution to the
wind(s) and have another glass of wine.
caviare
caviare to the general

gUliale ey, V. Lladl ggnn 5 g8
c.g. The writer considered that many of his
books were just caviare to the general
centre

be/take centre stage 3 jaind oal 0y

b Bye o st onl 0555 - Lo iy
e.g. A new range of electric cars will be
centre stage at next month’s exhibition.
certain
sb of a certain age (CI}.JIJ:,..UJ;)
o b sl s e el i | oS3 s
z oSl
e.g. It’s a clothes boutique which caters for
women of a certain age.
c’est la vie ol a ells
e.g. I've got so much work that I can’t go
away this weekend. Oh well, c’est la vie.
chain
pull/yank sb’s chain
oo Jans o Syl L aiess gLy dns
e.g. Boy, she really knows how to pull your
chain.
chain store t:,,.‘JI 3dnze oS ()l Jous
e.g. Chain stores are built across the country
s0 you can find anything you want to buy.
chalk
be as different as chalk and cheese
SNV plas Oliksie Ol
e.g. The music of Strauss is as different
from Bach’s as chalk from cheese.
by a long chalk S L s gy
¢.g. The boy will win the race by a long chalk.
chalkface
at the chalkface oo laan IS pasa
AT sss Joe slpsin Yy dadel
e.g. The media gave a picture of falling
standards in schools, but there is optimism
at the chalkface.
chance
chance would be a fine thing!
slase il o i B2 )
c.g. He said I could do it in my spare time.



chances

chasing

Spare time? Chance would be a fine thing!
Jla - o il s ey
(AU Janzgisle) OF o8 Jlas |

e.g. We might stand a chance of winning if

stand a chance

we continue to play as well as we did today.
Al sl G5l

s is)p
e.g. There’s still a sporting chance that the
horse will win.

chances

chance one’s arm

sporting chance

chances are S b1
e.g. The chances are that there will be a
strike.
fancy one’s chances to
bl 2o (it s o) ) OF iy
take no chances
Bl ¥ Baal) Yrwa gty V¢ ol S WL
e.g. He has two bolts on everydoor, he’s
taking no chances of burglars getting in.
change
a change of heart
GLS o, liag jastllcisgn § 55
e.g. My uncle wanted to leave Britain
fotever, but just before he got onto the
aircraft he had a change of heart.
the change of life
3,00l dze calad | g Ui 0
¢.g. For the last ten years she’s been blaming
all her health problems on the change of life.
get no change out of sb
daelay o - o sl anall sl )
e.g. You'll get no change out of Chns.
He'll just say it’s not his problem.
3 oo 0 et - 30
e.g. I had to give the conductor a pound

small change

note; I had no small change.

changes

ring the changes &M s oM (5,20
e.g. Itis time you rang the changes and
changed the way you dress.
chapter
be a chapter of accidents
N P Y PO R [ R TI
e.g. The whole trip was a chapter of accidents.
give/quote (sb) chapter and verse
SIS Jrolid | - S lid | poar  lans
Ay indialls
e.g. I can’t quote you chapter and verse,
but I'm pretty sure 1t’s a line from Macbeth.
charity
charity begins at home
S mally Jol 05591
e.g. You should offer the job to your son
first, before offering it to others: after all,
charty begins at home.
chatley
a charley horse 3LJI 4 tl,.lJI ihae § jalis
e.g. She got a chatley hotse in her leg and
had to stop dancing,
charmed
have/lead live a charmed life
e 3 iy (i md [ 9L) g e 8L
e.g. After her miraculous escape from the
fire, we’ve decided she leads a charmed life.
chase
cut to the chase
Jrolid 1093 haid tidad ) (WIS
e.g. I didn’t have long to talk to him so I
cut to the chase and asked whether he was
still marnied.
chasing
be chasing your tail
b s s g om - o] iy
e.g. I've been chasing my tail all morning.



chattering cheese
chattering democratic.
chattering classes il O gom op U1 O giitel | check out Sl jolayy LfL.>Cn.u

lkiﬂ-”)i o 1)y Lo Loz iy L LT 550 Y
c.g. Football has recently become a trendy
topic among the chattering classes.
cheap
cheap and cheerful (i.als)

goany iy by ya)
e.g. They speaalize in cheap and cheerful
package holidays to Spain and Portugal.
Wl Jlsy o>,
c.g- You know the sort of cheap and nasty

cheap and nasty

clothes that are sold on market stalls.
cheap at half the price!

Al 36 o (Sl ol o oal iy s
c.g. That'll be £ 3.20, What? For one bottle
of beer! cheap at half the prce.

a cheap shot Dole o @
c.g. She dismissed his comments as a
cheap shot; saying he was only concemed
to defend himself.
on the cheap
c.g. The buildings would have been a
whole lot better if they hadn’t been buiit
on the cheap.

Gogr Cli 4l yas, b

cheap as dirt Al as

e.g. These apples are as cheap as dirt during

summer.

check

hold/keep sth/sb in check o S

¢.g. The central bank’s action seemed at

the time to be holding the dollar in check.

checks

checks and balances UB‘.S.,.;T&-;I, eles
Lgs 3 2 garma o] Jasns O s

e.g. A system of checks and balances exists

to ensure that our government is truly

e.g. The last guests checked out in the moming,
b lar S
e.g. The noisy children had to be kept in
check by their teachers as they passed the
library.
cheddar
hard/tough cheddar

wlol by Lol ¥ Ul (Late) M Jaley
c.g. It’s about time Richard realized that he
can’t have everything his own way-tough
cheddar, that’s what I say.!
cheek
ckeek by jowl

keep in check

O 9o Yo = Jlieo Moa
e.g. The poor lived cheek by jowl in
industnal mining towns in Victoran England.
Goio 05
e.g. You have a cheek, coming in without
knocking at the door.
have the cheek to
Gyl ol Bliall i) O,
e.g. [ don’t know how she’s got the cheek

have a cheek

to do it.
turn the other cheek

(paldl o 1S) VI a1
e.g. The bombings have made me change
my mind about capital punishment, We
should bring back hanging. It is time to stop
turning the other cheek

cheer

cheer up S - e
e.g. Cheer up! The news isn’t too bad.
good cheer olbsy UL

e.g. The table was laden with good cheer.
cheese
hard/tough cheese



cheese-paring

chief

wlof b gy (Goale) | fatiy
e.g. So he’s fed up because he’s got to get
up early one morning in seven, is he? Well
hard cheesel
say cheese cheese Joi5 S o) LS it
e.g. Look at the camera and say cheese.
Jooiasy g i
e.g. I'm fed up with all this cheese-pating.

cheese-paring

You've got to spend money if you want to
make money.
the/a big cheese (A..a!:—)

(p6) LSy is il - gl | e
e.g. [ was dniving the family car - I was the
big cheese behind the wheel.
chef d’oeuvre
a chef d’oeuvre IS amessl Lo |
e.g. The Decameron is widely regarded as
Boccaccio’s chef d’oeuvre.
syl | ol i
e.g. Isn’t there a danger that state schools

cherry-pick sb/sth

might start cherry-picking the pupils with
the best exam results?
cherty picking (- 4 0st) Juad ¥ o sl
e.g. I suspect there’s some cherry-picking
going on, with lawyers only taking on the
sort of cases that they’re likely to win.
two bites of the cherry
Ol glows - o gllaad | | L300 Lo 3

e.g. One is not often given two bites at the
cherry in the world of business.
chest
get it off your chest

(Role) it - s o i - Hagats v
e.g. It was something that had been
bothering me for some time and it felt good

to get it off my chest.

chew

chew the fat

Are- (ale) 2oy
e.g. We spent the evening watching TV

chew the rag

and chewing the fat.

chicken
chickenfeed
e lon 3 Jol ons i s
e.g. He pays his labourers chickenfeed.
a chicken and egg situation ¥ L g
(u,_Jlriz-,,m) ol oo 153U g0 4 Oy
e.g. It’s a chicken and egg situation - I don’t
know whether I was bad at the sciences
because I wasn’t interested in them or not
interested in them and therefore not good
at them.
like a headless chicken
like a chicken with its head cut off
Ol | Yy de juy Jomy P o9&
e.g. He was racing around like a chicken
with its head cut off trying to do the work
of two people.
chicken-hearted  (inle) Sl - Olr
e.g. These chicken hearted bosses always
seem to give in at the first sign of a strike.
chickens
chickens come home to roost
FS Ll iy g S g oy | o las Y
e.g. There was too much greed in the past,
and now the chicken ate coming home to
roost with crime and corruption soaring.
Don’t count your chicken before they’re
hatched  LaJ | juidy O Jb eSS aas ¥
dny iy o 4 e JW Y s Y
e.g. You might be able to get a loan from
the bank, but don’t count your chickens.
chief s Y Jomw o JUis

be chief cook and bottle washer:



chiefs

chinless

»IJQTJOMIJ_&,'CL,UI;:?
e.g. I's my birthday party so Alan is chief
cook and bottle washer tonight.
chiefs
too many chiefs (and not enough Indians)
Oglls Jlaad! Lz Oy ,28 6 Luj J
e.g. I can’t find anyone to do the photo-
copying. There are too many chiefs and not
enough Indians in this company
child
be child’s play JUL Y alS four Jos
e.g. Using this new computer is child’s play.
be like a child in sweetshop b JibS
Glipai g 0Sousy Yy (soae 51) 5ol Joma
e.g. Give him a room full of old books and
he’s like a child in a sweetshop.
be with child (45 ,-x) Jalsilal
c.g. Emily was unable to make the journey
being heavy with child.
the child is father of the man
(J5) e ol 02 o o oo
children
children should be seen and not heard
JUb YV ias s 511 09K OF oy
e.g. I can’t stand all that shouting. Children
should be seen and not heard, in my opinion.
chill
chill sb to the bone/marrow
((2a1e) anr ilsy) b Casint il
e.g. The sound of scraping at the window
chilled me to the bone.
chilled
be chilled to the bone/marrow
ROL RN
e.g. After an hour standing at the bus stop
I was chilled to the bone.
send chills down/up sb’s spine

isses - 5
e.g. Just thinking about walking back
through the dark streets sent chills down
her spine.
chin
chin up! (s 45 -wes)
Ll oSy 1 el i)
e.g. Chin up, you'll feel better after a few
days rest.
keep your chin up i o & goaad [ Sl
e.g. We're pleased to hear that you’re keeping
yout chin up despite all your difficulties.
chimein i LS 5,) oY 3l
(anbl) o iy Of 5w Grme
e.g. The whole group chimed in on the
chorus.
chime in with o p
e.g. Those blue curtains will chime in with
the carpet.
take it on the chin
iebotdl e Wsdig b oo oK Yyo il L4k ¥ 0
e.g. Atkinson took it all on the chin though
some members of the team were very upset
by the caticism they recetved.
2 S| gy 315,58 Lnso g b i Luai .Y
At e
e.g. The company has been taking it on
the chin in recent months, but the future
looks much brighter now and their sales
are picking up.
chink
a chink in sb’s armour
el 1 s 8 g 3] s B ko ot
e.g. She’s a brilliant businesswoman, but
her lack of political awareness may be the

chink in her armour.
chinless



chip

chord

a chinless wondet (U>Ls ,..a5)
Lan Yl 5l £ ISUL ga Yo o ary O3 5900
aii b basizay 2
e.g. He’s just another chinless wonder
doing a job that his Daddy got for him.
chip
a chip off the oid block
Y Wl AN e 2l s
e.g. Look at her bossing everyone around -
she is a real chip off the old block.
have a chip on your shoulder
Al s s s 0 yb Jo aaiis 48 p oL il
e.g. Even though he went to university
he’s always had a chip on his shoulder
about his poor upbringing.
chips
be in the chips il Lt oo
e.g. Apparently his uncle’s left him
everything, so he’s really in the chips.
call/cash in your chips
(2 501 oo s1) ) ot 5T gy
e.g. He cashed in his chips shottly before
his ninths birthday.
sgicl) o Lim Y Slaged oo ¥
e.g. [ think 1t’s time to cash in our chips.
It’s the only way we can pay the bill.
have had your chips
aled le Dlie o Gz b o cla
e.g. When the police knocked on his door
eatly in the morning, he knew he’d had his
chips.
e.g. John’s had his il i il juy, .Y
chips. I gave him the chance of a
promotion and he threw it away.
have had its chips w586 Y, Wb g
e.g. It looks as though the mainframe
computer has had its chips.

let the chips fall where they may
(JLT9) 050 Lo oSl
e.g. He decided to go on holiday without
telling his boss and let the chips fall where
they may.
when the chips are down
dod | doe Ldze 09l r,'l;;: latie
e.g. When the chips are down, you need
people around you that you can depend on.
chocolates
chocolate box wlis far s o
e.g. We drove through a series of chocolate
box villages on our way down to Brighton.
choice
be spoiled for choice/be spoilt for choice
S Caay U pdad | )L 5 25 e
e.g. With 50 flavouts of ice-cream to
choose from, you are spoiled for choice.
M ]y ldn L] - 4L Y

e.g. It was Hobson’s choice in the election

Hobson’s choice

as there was only one man to vote for.
chop
chop & change

32800 o 2K (S Sty S
e.g. After six months of chopping and

changing, we’ve decided to go back to our

old system.

chop chop! el
e.g. Come on, chop chop, up to bed.

get the chop

be given the chop wiby pe J.:.n: A

e.g. Anyone who argued with the foreman
was liable to be given the chop.

Jandl e iy Y
e.g. Our local bus service got the chop, so
I have to walk to work or use the car.

chord



chosen

clanger

strike a chord
b2 8 Sy 3o ol f gan s o2
e.g. Carson? that name strikes a chord.
strike/touch a chord .l 5y Je oy
Ul ds Lol oLl Ly,
e.g. Her ideas on social reform will strke a
chord with poor people everywhere.
chosen
the chosen few PHON | PR VR TR
e.g. There’s a special entrance with revolving
doors for the chosen few in the company.
chump
be off your chump (&L B aal)
Ogimal Sbif/
e.g. Don’t listen to him, He’s off his chump.
circle
square the circle
Lo U o 3l ] Jslows
c.g. Few poor countres neglect their works
of art and are unable to attract tounists -
Thailand is attempting to square the circle.
circles
go around/round in circles
nsh J[ Joar W 22 jhe Ll 3 59
e.g. We can’t go round in circles all day,
some one will have to make a decision.
go around/round in circles
run around/round in citcles 1> Jis
E,.‘-_,a.i‘ Ydl.g_,dl—md)’ BIEY ;'J.i[f‘,
e.g. We spent the whole day running around
in circles looking for a document which
everyone thought was lost but which wasn’t.
circulation Jslas
out of circulation
(Ushadl) pazmall 5 pehll LG i
¢.g. Work on my new book has kept me
out of circulation for the past few months.

back in circulation  aazaal) )g4hl| J] 3le
e.g. I hear he’s back in circulation again
after his accident.
circumstance
extenuating cifcumstances  iiiss Uy b
e.g. He stole the money, but are there
extenuating circumstances.
circumstantial evidence
CLIB O N YRS DY) IV VE g W 1Y
e.g. The circumstantial evidence he
submitted in court to acquit himself of the
charge, failed to convince the jury.
circus o
a three-ring circus
e.g. The classroom became a three-nng
circus when the teacher went out for a minute.
civil
keep a civil tongue in your head
it g Uy Bl gy G o5
e.g. Try to keep a civil tongue in your
head. We want him on our side.
claim
sb’s claim to fame b gt | B ai
e.g- The town’s main claim to fame is that
the President was bom here.
stake a/your claim
(ri2) JeSla i jaim 153,
c.g. Descendants of the original settlers are
going to court to stake their claim to the land.

clam d...lltl‘,si&.&,s

Shut up like a clam

do5adl b g alasd p UST | e izey
e.g. When I asked him about his trip to
Korea, he shut up like a clam.
clanger
drop a clanger (Z.,.Lr-)



clapham

clean

e.g. I dropped a clanger by asking John
how his dog was when it’s been dead three
months.

clapham

The man/woman on the clapham
LlaJIyg)Lr—J?J-tJL:JIJ?)
e.g. The man on the clapham omnibus

probably knows nothing about Rwanda.
clapped out

omnibus

i oy far ey 8 (k) 5 5
e.g. He stll drives a clapped out Mini
which he bought when he was at college.

clappers

like the clappers ({.sls) e de oy
e.g. He works like the clappers, he’ll have
1t finished in no time.
clarion

a clarion call (u,_\;i ,:_.:) plesls
e.g. The charity commission's clation call
for more donations has produced immediate
response.

claws
get your claws into sb (4..- l») e s

e.g. If the loan company gets its claws into
you, you'll still be paying off this debt when
you are 50.
get her claws into somebody

Jlgal e sl ade e Lases 3ol
e.g. If she gets her claws into that young

man, she’ll ruin his political career.

clean
a clean bill of health

Il e W s By
e.g. John will have to stay at home until
the doctors give him a clean bill of health.
a clean break

e.g. Sometimes we need to make a clean
break with the past.
a clean sheet (.u.» o0 IJ.._J) ¢ Ly dmiw
e.g. I want us to forget all the arguing of the
past and start the new year with a clean sheet.
acleanslate 0 Jls- ki oo - il - )
Gyldl e e Y1
e.g. The company’s debts have been paid
so that the new manager can start with a
clean slate.
wipe the slate clean
Lz o T sl e (i 9)) aloes o gomay
e.g. The time he spent in prison should
have wiped the slate clean.
a clean sweep joliad | 4 gy ol - i
e.g. Analysts are predicting a clean sweep
for the ruling party in the forthcoming election.
be as clean as a whistle
Seld] ..L.bru&gi“_,ajn&
e.g. He hasn’t got a criminal record. He’s
clean as a whistle.
(o Gioks 058,

e.g. The cafe’s as clean as a new pin (as a

be as clean as a new pin

whistle) and the food’s excellent.
come clean
(55 s 831 i | 5 g
e.g. I felt it was time to come clean and tell
her what the doctor had told me.
make a clean breast of it
G- (S ply) o s,
e.g. After months of lying about the money,
I decided to make a clean breast of it and
tell the truth.
show sb, a clean pair of heels
(Y JEPS [T
e.g. Butler showed them all a clean pair of
heels as he raced for the finishing line.



clever

clear
clear ¢.g. The workmen are cleaning out the tank.
clear the air clear the way Jl:,dlc_.n‘.l_‘}_.‘_Jl.x;H

il 5 e 31 S L o - g | i
e.g. A good argument is the best way to
clear the air between the two fniends.
clear
clear as crystal 298 oy
e.g. His reason for going to London 1s as

clear as crystal.

clear away wihs A
e.g. I'll clear away all this rubbish.

clear away JPTIN |
e.g. The burglars got clear away.

clear conscience b rad

e.g. It’s no use trying to make me feel
guilty about it. I have an absolutely clear
conscience.
clear-cut I..ll‘mjl ddoes - i |
e.g. The gid is pretty, with clear-cut features.
clear the decks for action
Jaall dans, - caly
e.g. Our visitors are due in ten minutes, so
we must clear the decks for action.
clear of ) tj G
¢.g. The sea is clear of weeds, and delightful
to swim in.
clear off S Jg o0 an
e.g. When the two boys saw the policeman,
they cleared off as quickly as they could.
(Tglhaal ,2) o LI DL ik, .Y
e.g. Let’s clear off the table now, the
dinner is over.
cleat one’s/someone’s name
e Al ¢ L (53,_:_
e.g. He offered his resignation, and it was
accepted - He s determined to clear his name.

clear out i,i;:_,iu‘,h:,.r,ii

e.g. The new law wll clear the way for
many educational improvements.
clcaner
take sb to the cleaner’s o Lass 5 -\
(&IJ.:‘JL; 5)[;) 03 ¢}
e.g. He played with two professional
gamblers and of course, they took him to
the cleaner’s.
cleanliness is next to godliness
Sl e Bl
e.g. Could you try to wash behind your
ears occasionally? Cleanliness is next to
godliness
clear
be in the clear
Ll db s Lay dmiv 95
e.g. Video evidence proved that the boys
were in the clear.
steer clear of sth/sb S~
e.g. I'd steer clear of Joe if I were you -
he’ll only cause trouble.
clear-cut (laadl 3o ¥
e.g. She has clean cut evidence that the
company cheated her.
clear-eyed Car b i lyi b
c.g. John’s clear-eyed assessment of the
company’s problems saved it from bankniptcy.
cleft
in a cleft stick (f‘"“ nd)
(2n0) deayye W2 b
e.g. I'm in a cleft stick because I can’t sell
my house and I must move.
clever

a clever clogs - clever boots

(1) Joe o) Tam ale jainz



climbing

close

e.g. I bet old clever clogs here knows the
answer.
a clever dick «,lge =2J [aals Jam pasd
o gl 5 Loy Lea
e.g. He’s such a clever dick talking loudly
on the phone in lots of different languages.
be too clever by half  &I3 e 3y jasus
oA Glad & (L IS
e.g. At school he had a reputation for
arrogance - "Too clever by half' was how
one former teacher described him.
Laé..J &l‘)J ﬁlf.bd,.a..v
USza N KN Ji 0

e.g. Obviously; he would have to box clever

box clever

in the witness stand to avoid implicating
himself.
Climbing
be climbing the walls
(k) JLdb joloy 3y 5 goe
e.g. I was practically climbing the walls at
her stupidity.
cloak-and-dagger Fme sl o i1 3
o g o V3030 o Lo uay
e.g. Is all this cloak-and-dagger stuff
necessary? Why can’t we just meet in a café
like everyone else?
clock
around/round the clock
Sadls 1 hae e - yleds S gb
e.g. This station broadcasts news round
the clock.
around-the-clock
The police are mounting an around-the-
clock guard on the embassy.
put/tum the clock back
weldl Jlosge o Lyl Jlasldb a5
e.g. The court’s decision has put the clock
back a hundred years.

e.g. Let’s turn the clock back to 1963 and
listen to the Beatles singing "Love, love me do"

Rt
e.g. In time trials, cyclists race against the

race against the clock

clock.

kill the clock

run out the clock
Ban 5,0 ¥ o shLladl =T 3 bl

e.g. The Pistons thought they wete running

Gl 8, o 2Ly

out the clock but lost the ball and the game
in the last nine seconds.
watch the clock
B | Jand| g cigll 315
e.g. I can tell if a film 1sn’t holding my
attention because I find myself watching
the clock and changing position a lot.
clock-watching HoJl Je JJsc3g)lisl,
e.g. A lot of clock-watching goes on during
the general lectures especially in the second
hour.
work against the clock il e il
539uous 40 OY Jaal |
e.g. Scientists were working against the
clock to collect specimens before the
volcano erupted.
clock work
go/run/work like clock wotk
2lJE s oo Jaall
e.g. The Swiss railways run like clock work.
like clockwork ieLJIS Uiy tanae S
e.g. He arrived at 7 every evening like
clockwork.
clogs
& 9a5/ o gay
e.g. This place hasn’t been the same since

pop your clogs

poot old Harry popped his clogs.
close

a close call

zE s s dige



closed

cloud

¢.g. We managed to get out of the car before
it caught fire, but we had a very close call.
be too close to call PY R PN i [P
Gn 351300 daz (SLLsY)
e.g. The election result is stll too close to
call.
a close shave NI GO R e Fr
b 51 il
e.g. I had a close shave when a tree fell just
where I had been standing.
be close to home
(tmr 1 le) ool 1
e.g. His comments about working mothers
were a bit close to home for me.
be too close for comfort
Filas G W 5l ol
c.g. Those lions were much too close for
comfort.
close but no cigar
Jlaze b Sy 0 2l 3
e.g. Is his name Haward? Close, but no
cigar. I’s Harlod.
sail close to the wind
S by bl o Sl e
e.g. We may have just enough fuel to get
there, but we’ll be sailing a bit close to the
wind.
closed
be a closed book
st s G Y lae OUS GlS
e.g. 'm afraid physics will always be a
closed book to me.
behind closed doors Sy Jos
e.g. The United Narions Security Council
met behind closed doors in New York.
closed-door 6;;-' S
e.g. At a spedial closed-door session of UN,
the ambassador confirmed the withdrawal

of his country’s troops.
closet
come out of the closet

crsdlopp s W g
e.g. It’s ime hairy women come out of the
closet. It’s a problem that affects all women
to a greater or lesser degree.

S3a O g Y

c.g. He finally decided to come out of the
closet so his mother would stop asking him
why he wasn’t married.
DR P (,S1)

e.g. You can’t live your life in the closet,

in the closet

At some stage you've got to come out and
admit you're gay.
cloth
cloth ears
(o e o) p ISV pay o) - oo
e.g. Hey, cloth ears, I asked if you wanted
a drink.
cut your coat according to your cloth
(im0 ale) Sk, e Sil) 35 Lo
(s b 35 e (sT) 2y by p 1
e.g. Of course we'd have a huge expensive
house, but you have to cut your coat

according to your cloth.

take the cloth (u“‘ ) L )
(u-’-:-—‘ s )

e.g. He took the cloth in 1945.

cloud

be on cloud nine (2.‘ )
NP JOT PR T,
e.g. For a few days after I heard I'd got the
job, I was on cloud nine.
a cloud hangs over
(P! g s1) plaal | lllyy
e.g. A dark cloud still hung over the

research project despite denials that any



clover coals
animals had been harmed. clue
a cloud on the horizon not have a clue 3,50 u"’i TV

S sl dygans ol S0
e.g. The only cloud on the horizon is the
physics exam in June - I'm sure I'll do fine
in all the others.
be under a cloud ol sl g5 Y- b
Gy sl ez ol Gt pooge
e.g. My son’s been under a cloud since he
crashed the car.
every cloud has a sliver lining
(il il 2 S - o e IS
e.g. As the trip’s been cancelled, I'll be able
to go to the match this Saturday. Every
cloud has a silver lining,
cloud-cuckoo
live in cloud-cuckoo land
ru"Y|‘J‘ﬁJi-Ji’!:ﬁ“.w Lo Ol ddzas
e.g. Anyone who thinks this project will be
finished within six weeks is living in cloud-
cuckoo land.
in the clouds Pdls,lel jals
e.g. When Alice agreed to marry Jim, Jim
went home in the clouds.
clover
be in clover sl Jly s L2 n Ul 3
e.g. With the income from the family
estate, she’s in clover.
club
be in the club (r.g.ﬁ ,...3)
Bl =l all Ll
e.g. Is Tina in the club? She’s looking quite
large around the tummy.
welcome to the club!
M| i g b 3 Ly oo i
e.g. "We can’t afford a vacation this year"

Welcome to the clubl

e.g. Internet researchers in the 1980s didn’t
have a clue about the exciting online land-
scapes of the future.
clutches
fall into sbs clutches b jahiiad §ai
& s i 5
e.g. There were fears that the weapons
might fall into the enemy’s clutches.
be in sb’s clutches
b jasnds 3359 § o i OS5
e.g. She couldn’t bear to think of her
precious daughter being in the clutches of
a religious fanatic.
LSy ol il &)
SN Ble Lyad
e.g. Joe took a wad of bills out of his pocket,
peeled off a c-note and handed it over.

e.g. The poor man was simply clutching at

a c-note (ub’—)

clutch at a straw

a straw when he took his dying wife to
another doctor.
coach
drive a coach and horses through sth

Lo 6 Y o - 51501 30 o v
e.g. She produced statistics which drove a
coach and horses through the chairman’s
argument.
coalface
at the coalface

el Jadl s o - | Jandl g

e.g. You sit in your office looking at
consultants’ reports, but it is the men and
women at the coalface who really under

stand the business.

coals



coast

cog

carty/take coals to Newcastle
(a0 2ale) i 1l 3+ W s
e.g. Exporting pine to Scandinavia 1s a bit
like carrying coals to Newcastle.
drag/haul sb. over the coals
it e oW e a2 (U Lains alow) s
e.g. If I make a spelling mistake, I get
hauled over the coals by my boss.
rake over the coals
(g OIS 3] Lo guasy golad [ iy
e.g. There’s no point in raking the coals -
all that happened twenty years ago and
there’s nothing we can do about it.
heap coals of fire on
Gleadly pnad | a2 Ol Ylae LY T A las
e.g. Now their aged faces were covered
with shame and every kind word from their
master heaped coals of fire on their heads.
coast
the coast is clear ol Bkl
e.g. There is no enemy in view. The coast
is clear.
(from) coast to coast >V J|sl> e
e.g. We travelled across Amenca from
coast to coast.
coast-to-coast
c.g. It was the first fully paved coast-to-
coast U.S. highway, between New York
and San Francisco.
coat-tails
on sb’s coat tails 25 b Jo hass
Gaslas o faazas i 5T UL3L Glazs
e.g. She’d nsen to fame on the coat-tails of
her half-sister.

cobwebs
blow away the cobwebs

(S2s £9,50L) Jdls candl o0

e.g. A stroll along the cliffs will blow away
the cobwebs.

cock
the cock of the walk
caniy o plaas y3madl - s
e.g. He acts like the cock of the walk
around the office.
cock-and-bull story IS i 5 e
e.g. She told me some cock-and-bull story
about her car breaking down.
cockles
warm the cockdes of your heart (‘..,.ﬂ ,,....)
el - ol s - el ey g fnny
shall
e.g. It’s an old-fashioned romance that will
watm the cockles of your heart.
cock sure dwdy 35y & 35 1y
e.g. He is not an arrogant cocksure matenalist.
cocks
live like fighting cocks
(i) 8 lzad | S IS plad | Juasi IS
e.g. They are very good cooks, and we
live like fighting cocks. whenever we stay
with them.
coffee
a coffee table book 4w 49 el oS LS
cUlLldiiawl e ooy daxr
e.g. A glossy coffee table book of his art -
work will be published next year.
wake up and smell the coffee
g 5y bo Jazs OF Jf ol ¥IOT
e.g. It’s ime you wake up and smelled the
coffee Don, We're not getting enough
business any more.
cog
a cog in the machine/wheel

(193 conls 66 jased - &Sl 3 i 5] e



coining

cold

(e s o ) G of (e
e.g. He was just a small cog in the large
wheel of otganized crime.
coining
be coining money

iy 53,5 54 lag puny M oy 520
e.g. The magazine has been coining it since
the new editor took over.
the other side of the coin

(Y ldl) el o =T iyl
e.g. In a boom all kinds of unemployment
are reduced. the other side of the coin 1s
that there are shortages of labour.
cold
cold turkey PSR 0P g WY Ll
e.g. The addict himself must make the
decision that he wants to go cold turkey.
cold turkey (u.af J.u....,)
e.g. Cold turkey treatment of addicts wll
always produce withdrawal symptoms.
a cold fish olae Yy By el ¥ jass
e.g. He isn’t very demonstrative, but his
mother was a cold fish so he probably gets
it from her.
a cold snap U bl | e
e.g. The recent cold snap has led to higher
food prices.
be as cold as ice clﬂlS 35k
e.g. Come in and get warm, your hands are
as cold as ice.
be cold comfort g Y o u‘"“‘ ¥l
e.g. When Tim lost the race, it was cold
comfort to hear that he could try again in
two weeks.
catch sb. cold

b e paaa | 35 g i

e.g. You caught me cold with this news -

1 didn’t know anything about it.

Le) 33,3 g o ol iy
(Yo 1555 g ol Slo 131
e.g. After weeks of prepartion he suddenly

get cold feet

got cold feet on the day of the wedding.
give sb the cold shoulder

Jaleey - yazty Jolay
e.g. What have I done to him? He gave me
the cold shoulder for the whole evening at
the party.
cold-shoulder sb: i Lases Jolas
e.g. After their argument, Peter cold-
shouldered Jonathan for the rest of the week.
in cold blood

e.g. An unarmed boy was shot in cold

39, = I’.L.u-

blood outside his home yesterday.
in the cold light of day
8| PP INTEWITRT Y 328 Jai o S
e.g. The next morning: in the cold light of
day, Sarah realized what a complete 1diot
she had been.
pout/ throw cold water b jasd dayje bty
Byl e b (ade) oSy,
e.g. Margaret Thatcher poured cold water
on the idea of a European central bank.
take a cold shower
Lt | i 30 il (2 L) o 515)
e.g. She’s clearly not interested, so why
don’t you just take a cold shower.
when sb/sth sneezes sb/sth catches a
cold  innta sl jaii e LdlSas j5 48
09T e gilas
If sb/sth catches a cold, sb/st gets
pneumonia
e.g. If the country’s economy catches a
cold, local businesses get pneumonia.

come in from the cold



collar

come

e 055 pl el Mot o
e.g. Turkey is now keen to come in from
the cold and join the European community.
bring sb in from cold
b 2y Bl o o s 25
e.g. South African cricket has finally been
brought in from the cold after years of
exclusion from international cricket.
leave sb out in the cold
b bLss i degame Jf plaai¥l pa g aias
e.g. Woman’s football teams feel they are
left out in the cold as far as media coverage
is concerned.
collar
hot under the collar pl-mb
e.g. He became very hot under the collar
when he realized that his secretary was being
rude to him on purpose.
collision
be on a collision course )l polas
e Jl s Ly »L.‘ll,,idﬂluj
e.g. All attempts at diplomacy have broken
down and the two states now appear to be
on a collision course.
put/set sb on a collision course
b ol Pl Py
e.g. Her statements to the press have put her
on a collision course with the party leadership.
colonel
a colonel Blimp
oanly ditny Tize IS 93 jases
e.g. He'’s very much a colonel Blimp with
his comments about foreign influences
dividing our society.
colour color

sce the colour of sb’s money

eI B Bl e jain2l 3,05 e aS ks

e.g. I want to see the colour of his money
before I sell him the car.
colours
nail your colours to the mast
B gs 33y - 2, IS81 5 S 1T e e
e.g. Nobody knows which way he’s going
to vote because he has so far refused to nail
his colours to the mast.
show sb in their true colours
i e b
e.g. By showing the terrorists in their true
colours, the govemnment hopes to undermine
public support for them.
see sb in their true colours
i o Lainss g5
e.g. At last he saw her in her true colours
as a liar and a cheat.
under false colours il d o) b ( £2y)
e.g. He liked to appear religious, but we
realized he was sailing under false colours
when he refused to give money to the church.
with flying colours Faly Gl sy
e.g. He passed his examination with flying
colours.
come
come again? ol b aef
e.g. What's amazing is that Pauline’s half
sister’s son is the father of her cousin’s
child. "Come again?"
come out fighting

come out swinging

L5 Sl il o
< laiznn o s oF

c.g- The candidates came out swinging in

the first few minutes of the debate.

come what may 0,5 b SJ - 091 oS Lo

¢.g. I’s always good to know that, come

what may, your job is safe.

be as (crazy/rich etc) as they come



comes

compliment

Bl gl il B
e.g. Jenny’s as crazy as they come.
comes
(b2 1 09) 0585 LS
e.g. How do you like your coffeé? Oh, as it

as it comes

comes, please - I'm not fussy.
get your comeuppance L e Juars
3 o b B b doess i | e oz
e.g. He'll get his comeuppance you'll see.
You can’t treat people the way he does and
not go unpunished in this world.
coming
had it coming Wil s pydlale 5L Gpu
e.g. I wasn’t at all surprised to hear he’d
been fired - with all that unexplained time
off he had it coming to him.
have sth coming out of your ears
(S 24) #2036 e
e.g. He’s going to have money coming out
of his ears if this deal comes off.
comings
comings and goings
(LYo ) sy 5T
e.g. One of our neighbours is always at her
window watching the comings & goings of
everyone in the street.
comme il faut
be comme il faut
B gadb ds WS ol oy laS S as
e.g. It’s not exactly comme il faut to be
seen making jokes at a funeral.
come the old soldiet
GMas ;,é.,,-c.:a.ﬁiria.,rldlun.g
e.g. If the boss was more strict, fewer work-
ers would attempt to come the old soldier.
common

common ground & ;s HISHT -8 2t Lyl

e.g. It seems increasingly unlikely that the
two sides will find any common ground.
Sdod | e a0 |
Bl pgrs Jolaidy Wl dals J]
e.g. It was always said of the princess that

the common touch

she had the common touch and that’s why
she was so loved by people.
as common as muck (u )

Iy ity o Laints Ly cinsi Do b i b
e.g. You can tell from the way she talks
she’s as common as muck.
make common cause with e ol

(oaladly) 41y §are dodsd (e gazes
e.g. Environment protesters have made
common cause with local people to stop
the motor way from being bult.
common-ot-garden 1 sale
e.g. I just want a common-or-garden bike,
it doesn’t have to have special wheels or
lots of geats or anything like that.

caiell

e.g. Let me put the question to you in

common pariance

common patiance, without technicalities.
comparison
pale by/ in comparison
AT et Gylaadt Pl i cinsl
e.g. I thought I was badly treated, but my
experiences pale in comparison with yours.
compliment
a back handed compliment
r.lJl oy lay C.udl
e.g. He gave me that classic back-handed
compliment. He said I played football very
well for 2 woman.
return the compliment
& Gyl ) aclelons o 15y Uasnd Jolow



compliments

cool

¢.g. Thanks for looking after the house

while we were away. I hope I'll be able to

retum the compliment some time.

compliments

fish for compliments
) Al ez - oy R

N R

e.g. Emma, you know you don’t look fat in
that dress. "Are you fishing for compliments?"
compos
be compos mentis (,I,-.JIJz,..‘;b)
i 0524
e.g. My mother was quite old at the time
but she was perfectly compos menas?
conclusions
jump to conclusions
Sl i - gl e
¢.g. I might be jumping to conclusions, but
I've seen them together twice 1n town.
conniption
have a conniption fit (3‘443 Z.J)
adll o &g B
e.g. My mother would have a conniption
fit if she could see me now.
conscience
prick sb’s conscience  ,.all >y 4t
¢.g. Seeing pictures of starving children
pricks my conscience. but I rarely give
money to charty.
conspicuous
be conspicuous by your absence
Bymls bl (g a1 Jore o)
¢.g- Helen was conspicuous by her absence
at the mecting yesterday.
contradiction
a contradiction in terms ity
¢.g. A Brtish summer is a bit of a

contradiction in terms.

contrary
contrary to popular belief/opinion
plsiJl Se e
e.g. Contrary to popular belief, bottled
water is not always better than tap water.
conversation
a conversation piece
Bl 32 2 sl gy e
e.g. Charlotte’s collections of Victorian
cards were a good conversation piece.
converted
preach to the converted
Jsis as s 36 o] iy 3 0 s
e.g. There’s no need to tell us about the
benefits of recycling. You're preaching to
the converted. :
cookie-cutter a1y s e
c.g. The architects were determined that it
wouldn’t be just another cookie-cutter mall.
cooking
be cooking on gas pEss g ym Jant|
be cooking with gas i o R N
e.g. We're cooking on gas. keep the work
coming in like this and we’ll meet the deadline.
what’s cooking? (l'* 5 ens)
Jram U L § (g sl Lo
e.g. Hey, you guys, what’s cooking? Are we
going out for a drink or not?
cooks
too many cooks (spoil the broth)
(2 s dale) 6,55 S w1 b ety
Job Jaadl g oS mead ] sae 515 LS
e.g. There were so many people working
on the same project, no one knew what
anyone else was doing. I think it was a case

of too many cooks.

cool



coop

comer

Cool it! (L.ls) faal
e.g. Hey, cool it, you guys, fighting’s not
going to solve anything.
a cool customer Sl Ly 5l
e.g. He'll get what he wants. He’s a cool
customer, that man.
a cool head
gl | Sl gt a3, 0L
e.g. These ate high pressure situations and
you have to keep a cool head.
be as cool as a cucumber (ul> L ,..-u)
olae Vel lzay goola
e.g. I expected him to be all nervous before
his interview, but he was as cool as a cucumber.
keep your cool
Land | il gad | 3 Lo gaasy Gola Jls
e.g. If you see a difficult question in the
exam, don’t panic. Just keep your coot.
lose your cool i iy iy bl oo Liis
e.g. I tded to be patient with her but she was
5O immitating in that meeting, I just lost my cool.
¢34l alas
e.g. Play it cool. Don’t let them know how

play it cool

much you need the money.
cool one’s heels
(i pae 2ale) gl (Glis) U1 i Lt i
e.g. He cooled his heels for an hour in
the other room before the great man
would see him.
coop
fly the coop

WY I ) o e - 2
¢.g. The last of our kids has finally flown the
coop so we have the whole house to ourselves.
cop
not be much cop ol jasally ol

TR PR TR PR LW

e.g. These scissors aren’t much cop-do you
have any sharper ones?

b2l s ol S 0
e.g. They took us down to the cop shop

a/the cop shop

and held us there for two days.
ool Bl | g dhas

e.g. She has a copper-bottomed contract

copper-bottomed

with a very successful company.

copybook

nys # st Jan p 3
oA 3 s s

blot your copybook

e.g. She blotted her copy book by arriving
late to 2 meeting.
cord
cut the (umbilical) cord

Izl Jamiy Lo yasedy Slilo abai
e.g. In order to achieve true independence
smaller nations must cut the cord and stop
depending on the united States for financial aid.
cordon bleu S W3
e.g. She spent five years working as a cordon
bleu chef before opening her own restavrant.
core
to the core

(1ale) (ol o) Byl 3 S5 101 )
e.g. He’s convinced that the army is rotten
to the core.

corner
around the comer

1] Y W2 30N ) B FUIR G
e.g. With the end of the century just
around the coner, major celebrations are
being planned.
33l g g

e.g. I've been backed into a comer and I

be backed into a comer

have no choice but to sign the contract.

fight your cormner g syl b, oF @l



corners

country

e.g. You'll have to be ready to fight your
comer if you want them to extend the project.
have sb in your comer
i ity g ot
e.g. We're lucky we’ve got James in our
comer. No one can beat him in a debate.
paint yourself into a comer
Gile i gl - U | iy il
e.g. I've painted myself into a comer.
Having said I won'’t take less than £ 20 an
hout, I can’t then be seen to accept a job .
that pays less.
tuen the comer
e 1 ] a1 o Sl Y1 Jsns
e.g. [ was really ill on Tuesday and Wednesday
but I think I've finally tumed the comer.
corners
cut comers Jandl 638 - 32 b puazi
PO PO 4 INTF] VTRV Y P
e.g. We've had to cut comers to make a
film on such 2 small budget.
cotridors
the corridors of powers
(205801 3) sl S 1n
e.g. His laziness became a legend in the
corrdors of power.
cost
count the cost &;&JL,:JI:,LJJII'.'SQ.:&I
e.g. I didn’t read the contract fully before I
signed it, but I'm counting the cost now.
costs
at all costs A O L oat sl
e.g. He appears to have decided that he
must stay in power at all costs.
cotton
Bless her/his cotton 8ocks (loias o)

(L) s W1 5

e.g. My little niece - bless her cotton socks
- won the school poetry prize this year.
wrap sb up in cotton wool
N W ispd g W pasnt ilas §WJLs
e.g. She wraps that child up in cotton wool
as if he’s some precious jewel.
cotton-picking
(il gimy 1in) g3 oo 2
e.g. Get your cotton picking feet off my chair.
couch
acouchpotato  LLaJly i |y oy
(0905l p L) peglo ! Juinis 5
e.g. The remote control television was
invented for couch potatoes.
counsel
keep your own counsel
dl)TJi.,l,..LC,,L LY
e.g. He was a quiet man who kept his own
counsel.
count
be out for the count Pl b 3 inms
e.g. I was out for the count so I didn’t hear
any of it going on.
counter
over the counter o5|,5 Lo jilgma_ dxlgze
c.g. You can’t buy antibiotics over the
counter, they’re a prescrption drug.
under the counter w522 5i gl 52
e.g. Many of his books are banned and
only available under the counter.
country
go to the country (u*“'«‘ s ,....‘)

SLbs W p iy
¢.g. The Prime Minister has decided to go
to the country next spring.
coup de grice .. 3oy g £ oM Gl peas
c.g. Jane’s affair delivered the coup de



courage crack
grice to her failing marriage. izns 13,58 o pSe
courage e.g. At the meeting, her proposal was

have the courage of your convictions
STl T e laig Slki o G lyy e lons oS
ot Vel g oo 4 oy W Jaws
e.g. Have the courage of your convictions,
don’t go out to work if you feel your
children need you at home.
Screw up your courage
0jy b e lnd pancy
e.g. She screwed up her courage and asked
to see the manager.
Dutch courage (p| o g 33) O Sl lis bt
e.g. He needed some Dutch courage
before he went to see his employer about
a pay rise.
take one’s courage in both hands
Claal | igr(9a] °J‘ir}"-!.-‘=°l-‘e-—?'¢~e-=—e.
e.g. When I saw that I would have to face
him sooner or later, I took my courage in
both hands and stepped forward.
course
be on course for sth
be on course to do sth Cl:,.:JIQJj b b
e.g. If he keeps playing like this, Henman
is on course for his third victory.
ool s ] o

e.g. The doctor insisted that I must rest for

run its course

a few days while the infection ran its course.

Ll J] Jandlpolay

e.g. Giving up smoking won’t be easy -

stay the course

you must be prepared to stay the course.

court
hold court

o L G bnaS) udonad | iny

(g b Joe ste) (s il
e.g. You'll find Mick holding court in the
kitchen.

laugh sth sb out of court

laughed out of court.
Coventry
send sb to Coventry  wliddl Wb e CJ‘L“
e.g. The other workers sent him to
Coventry for not supporting the strike.
cover
cover your back (t..n‘....n in l:—)
cover your ass 4wl 5 o2 J.Es_,ir_,l 1 e
e.g. I'm gonna cover my ass and get
written permission before I go.
blow sb’s cover

wpyis Lol jasd pul o ol isg,
e.g. Someone recognized him and phoned
the newspapers, which blew his cover.
Ll gladl oy
e.g. She read the book from cover to cover.

from covet to cover

cow
bos o oo Canle ol O 0SS
e.g. I thought he was going to have a cow
when I told him I’d lost his key.

have a cow

cows
until the cows come home

(g sand) s la b J
e.g. We could talk about this problem until
the cows come home, but it wouldn’t solve
anything.
a sacred cow e ¢ oS
e.g. The present wage bargaining process is
cettainly not in the intetests of the multitude. It
is a sacred cow protected by the vested
interests of the few.
crack

at the crack of dawn il Glsl e
e.g. We had an early flight so we were up
at the crack of dawn.

have/take a crack at sth Jad 6 44 O o



cracked

creature

£ Tiguad b s g - 0 i
¢.g. He didn’t win the tennis champsonships,
but he plans to have another crack at it next year.
get a crack at sth

il Jore o 0P Jani p 05
e.g. Don’t worry you'll all get a crack at
using the camera.
cracked
not be all it’s cracked up to be
s g aallingl o s 2
e.g. I’s a good restaurant, but it’s not all
it’s cracked up to be.
cracking
Get cracking! l‘,t-r.i
e.g. Get cracking! we’re leaving in 5 minutes.
cracks
fall/slip through the cracks
(...»‘,izlld)l&;_,o sl disy WS) s
e.g. It seems that important information
given to police may have fallen through the
cracks.
papet/smooth over the cracks
iageal | pmrmdd JSLtad | giinag i) dmy
¢.g. The two-party coalition has so far been
successful in papering over the cracks.
crack up Cono 5l
e.g. I think Peter is going to crack up.
crack the whip L,.Jl.,c',l;-rqllw_a_
e.g. The boss is going abroad next week,
and he is gotng to give me 2 tumn at cracking

the whip while he is away.
crack-brained Clis Jsuo - J goine
e.g. The crack-brained scheme of his is
going to lead him into trouble.
cradle
from the cradle to the grave

T TRE TRV T

e.g. Free medical care might not be with us
from the cradle to the grave, as we once hoped.
cradle-robber 3l Lz B P g
o Slhs oo 95 5l Lal 2
e.g. He’s a cradle-robber. He marnied a 16
year-old and he’s nearly 40!
tob the cradle
e.g. People are always telling her she’s
robbing the cradle. She’s ten years older
than Joe. (CI;,.JIJ,,..U.I;)
cradle-snatcher=cradle robber
(g e )

crap
cutthe crap ¢ 1M e By 5

(P i ot ddy o)
e.g. Just cut the crap, will you, and tell' me
what really happened last night.
crash
crash and bum Gl plamsy
e.g. While the big companies merge, the
small companies crash and bum.
craw
stick in your craw (Z“_..\S Z.J) sla
e.g. I do lots of jobs in the house but my
brother says I'm lazy and that really sticks
n my craw.
crazy
like crazy (Ll) Oelmal S ds jy Jually g
e.g. We'll have to work like crazy to finish
the decoration by the weekend.
cream
the cream of the crop gz gal | pou |
¢.g. These artists are the best of this year’s
graduates - the cream of the crop.
creatute:

creature comforts SgaJle.'...L L
(1. a1 S Yhy 25 LI L)



credibility

crossed

e.g. [ hate camping. I can’t do without my

creature comforts.

credibility

a credibility gap Lliaspus

e.g. There’s a credibility gap developing

between me and my builders, This is the third

week they've told me they’ll finish by Friday.

creek

be up the creek (without a paddle)

be up shit cteek (without a paddle)
(e 146 b Yy 31 1S
Haels 0lgsl W caneo i g0

e.g. If the car breaks down, we're really up

the creek.

e.g. He'll be up shit creek unless he finds

the money to pay off his loan.

The ctéme de la créme

otsoacall pu|

e.g. The creme de la créme of young

The créme de lIa créme

designers will be showing their collections
at London Fashion Weck.
crest
be on the ctest of a wave
Lorllirpdlin Jo o mlndlias §
e.g. The band are currently on the crest of
a wave with a new album and a concert
tour planned for next year.
ride the crest of the wave
Ll s 0S5 gl S
e.g. Our local team ate niding the crest of a
wave with their third win this season.
cricket
it’s/that’s (just) not cricket! (_J;a ,-xi)
sle b ol pos i pISUI L
e.g. You can’t make me do the washing up
after I did all the cooking - i’s just not cricket!

crime

dods ¥ day el |

e.g. Police arrests are being given maximum

crime doesn’t pay

publicity as a reminder that crime doesn’t pay.
crisp
be burnt to a crisp
be burned to a crispri.é'.‘llu;::»df.f-ram
€.g. By the time I remembered the piza
was in the oven, it was bumnt to a crisp.
crock
be a crock of shit (¢ ‘,..u) WIS ol e
e.g. He says he’s not to blame? what a
crock of shit!
crocodile
shed/weep crocodile tears
Lid> ﬁbty:-cﬁ..l‘ﬂltya
e.g. Political leaders shed crocodile tears
while allowing the war to continue.
cropper
come a Cropper g By i5S - o lis J2d
e.g. The model came a cropper last week
on the cat walk of a Paris fashion show.
e.g. The leading actor came a cropper
when he forgot his lines half way through
the second act.
a cross (sb has) to bear  wo 1Y 2 oi 531
a cross (sb has) to carry
e.g. Someone has to look after mother and
because I live the closest, it’s a cross I have
to bear.
everyone has their cross to bear
R T
e.g. I hate my red hair and pale skin, but
everyone has their cross to bear.
crossed
get your lines/wites crossed
oS o oA 5 e
e.g. Somehow we got our lines crossed



crow

cup

because I'd got the 23+ wrtten down in my
diary and Jenny had the 16¢.
at cross purposes

e.g. I think we’re talking at cross pusposes
hete, you mean the old building, but I was
talking about the new one.

crow

as the crow flies (i b
e.g. 'How far is it from Cambndge to
London? 'About 50 miles as the crow flies.’
crowd-puller aasdldon - alasdlgome
e.g. This year’s final will be 2 major crowd-
puller.

CIrows

Lo ylaze Cilaal

e ’u‘t‘
e.g. So she’s a film director now, well,

stone the crows (‘.,_ A5 yad )

stone the crows!
cruel
you have to be cruel to be kind
(=7 o le B By

e.g. I told her she’s just not good enough
to be a professional dancer - sometimes
you have to be cruel to be kind.
crunch
If/when it comes to the crunch

(L ar Lale) 1)1 6Ll iz o) | il |
c.g. Jobhn and Mary seem to be against getting
married but, if it comes 10 the crunch I expect

they will do it to please their parents.
cry-baby
a cry-baby s JI 28

e.g. Don’t be such a cry-baby, I hardly
touched you.
crying

fot crying out loud Seal 343 e s
e.g. For crying out loud! Can’t you leave

me alone even for a2 minute.

cry down ol e aids - la iy
e.g. He cries down everything his wife does.
Ll b
e.g. It’s a crying shame that she only gets

I’s a crying shame

one month’s matemity leave.

If’s no good/use crying over spilt milk
(01591 oy am) 5T pand | amy ptsh) iy ¥

e.g. There is no point crying over spilt milk.

e.g. When his money was stolen he quickly

realized there was no point in crying over

spilt milk. '

cry for the moon Jermaad | Cdhy

cud

chew the cud  ¢4540 3 Sis o 81 j2omy
s g saat

e.g. He sat chewing the cud all moming.

cudgels

take up the cudgels for

take up the cudgels on behalf of sb/sth

o ol -85 51 et e p Bl ey
855 51 Jasn o

e.g. Relatives have taken up cudgels for

two British women accused of murder.

culture

a culture shock 4ylas Law

e.g. The first time she went to Japan,

Isabel got a huge culture shock.

a culture vulture (UJ)A )

(#1- - -l - pls) Lslyl JS 8Ll el

e.g. She’s a bit of a culture vulture, she’ll

only visit places that have at least one art

gallery.

cup

not be sb’ cup of tea

ar o e o o1 6 a0l g ¥ 0 o i

e.g. If Dickens 1sn’t your cup of tea, why

not try some of the modem writers?



cupboard cutting
cupboard cut

cupboatrd love Sl - sl > | cuta fine figure (rg. 5 i)

e.g. It was just cupboard love, and what L L
she really liked about him was his car. cut a dash «ibl PP,

cups
be in your cups (Pa.b o) 0L 055
e.g. When he was in his cups, he would
recite lines of poetry in a loud voice.
curate
a curate’s egg
trandlasley poud el s 5
e.g. Queen’s College is something of a curate’s
egg with elegant Victorian buildings alongside
some of the ugliest modem architecture.
curiosity
curiosity killed the cat
o8 gou Lo il o)) 51l o Jika o
e.g. "Why are you going away so suddenly?"
"Curiosity killed the eat.”
curl
want to cusl up and die it AP
e.g. I spilt coffee all over their precious new
rug and I just wanted to cuel up and die.
curtain
the curtain comes down on sth
The curtain falls on sth
sedldlie] 4 lp - pbs
e.g. Last night, the curtain came down on
14 years of Tory rule.
curtains
it's curtains (i.ls) Ll )
e.g. If audience figures don’t improve, It’s
curtains for DJ Mike Hamilton.
curve
throw (sb) a curve (ball)
o Vs g Laind ¢y
e.g. The weather threw a curve at their

barbecue and they had to eat indoors.

e.g. Lucy cut a dash in her purple satin
ballgown.
cut and run -y,,dhl;wﬁiiy%‘
ot iy 1 a3 il
€.g. When his business started to fail, he
decided to cut and run, rather than face
financial ruin.
the cut and thrust of sth

ol s |yl (51 )1 el
e.g. James enjoys the cut and thrust of
debating.
be a cut above sth/sb OF e
e.g. This dark chocolate contains 70% coca
solids, It’s a cut above ordinary chocolate.
ylie - goluce

e.g. Despite differences in age and in

be cut from the same cloth

experience, these two great writers are cut
from the same cloth.
can’t cut the mustard JSl2aJ] J>- ch...o bl
can’t cut it
e.g. If she can’t cut the mustard, we’ll have
to find someone else to do the job.
cut-and-dried

iy ) lS Blas ] ane . jale
e.g. His plans for leaving were all cut and
dried.

cute

be as cute as a button Joazs 0 lixr
e.g. At 14 she was as cute as a button and
the boys were starting to notice her.
cutting

at/on the cutting edge Jond [ Jlne 3
e.g. New, young, Italian designers are at

the cutting edge of fashion.



