dark

D d

be a dab hand LaaJlJe YL abe
¢.g- | hear you're a dab hand wath the paint
brush = you're good at painting.

daft

be as daft as a brush
e.g. | remember him as a kid and he was as
daft as a brush.
daggers

be at daggers drawn
e.g. The two men were at daggers drawn
because they both wanted the same girl.

)él.-o'..\&ﬂl»ui

look daggers at sb
(s ] s - dst i o]t

e.g. Her husband looked daggers at her for
being rude to his employers.
damn
damn it (il 1322 o joms) icalll
e.g. You've stepped on my toe, damn it!
not give a damn

o ol gasntd &6 ¥ llialo,om ¥
e.g. most companies don’t give a damn

about the environment.

damned

be damned if you do and damned if you

don’t =J;QH.,JU‘,A1A,JAD‘,‘0,;1¢
s i o ey,Se

e.g. When it comes to removing children
from parents suspected of abuse, social
workers are damned if they do and
damned if they don’t.
will see damned first

QU3 il Of o e el ogall L

e.g. You say he’s expecting me to drive
him to the meeting and wait around till he’s
finished? I'll see him damned first
damper
put a damper on UJ;A'S.J_,..‘,,S..L
e.g. His presence put a damper on all the
people in the room, because no one liked
him.
dance
dance attendance
b gas Lo, e cilem ol 6 WLy
e.g. He always danced attendance on his
rich aunt.
lead sb. a (merry) dance
(e ) i - Sl J8 L) 3l « s
e.g. She’d led us a merry dance over the
plans for the party.
dance to another tune S8 O paazi
i Giksss « (ol 13) Lo guas) il e
e.g. You'll dance to another tune if your
mother comes home and catches you
wearing her coat!
Dasby
Darby and Joan
e.g. These two are like Darby and Joan.

Olj9me Olapan Ola-s)

dare

dare-devil (i a0 Laks) peal |- gl
e.g. The dare devil is going to jump into

the water from a great height.
dark
adarkhorse  Yygoe ot i OLS] A

e Wl ol J)
e.g. I didn’t know Linda had written a
novel. She’s a bit of a datk horse, 1sn’t she.
e.g. Although she was young. she could
also be a dark horse for she could win a

medal. g b LS Gl b Sy o Y



darkest

day

be in the datk  Jeud | p b 3 - oYL Jalr
e.g. We're still in the dark about whether
any jobs are going to be cut.
keep/leave sb in the dark
gasd o Gises oY1 iy
e.g. She claims she knew nothing about the
deal and was deliberately kept in the dark.
keep sth dark Fyal e
e.g. If he did know that Anna was leaving,
he would certainly keep it dark.
darkest
The darkest hout is just before the dawn
(s el a5 MBI i
e.g. There’s still a chance she might
recover. The darkest hour is just before the
dawn.
Davy Jone’s locker
Hoian e ([l Jor o) ot 16
e.g. No one knows how many wrecked
ships there are in Davy Jone’s locker.
dash off o gy iy
e.g. He dashed off for help.
day
day in, dayout l;_,g_t_lhiil_,iu.ﬁjo_p
e.g. Life can become very tedious if you
do the same wotk day in and day out.
the day of reckoning
Gl b e Olaadlpg o laadlpy
e.g. Taking out a further loan to cover
your debts will only postpone the day of
reckoning.
be all in a day’s wotk &g dlasi yors o
e.g. He wotked in blizzared conditions to
restore all the power lines, but it’s all in a
day’s work.
be as clear/plain as day e maly

e.g. She’s in love with him, it’s as plain as

day.
call it a day b gl — p g | Lty US” Gl
e.g. It’s almost midnight. I think it’s time
to call it a day.
carry the day ) | iy
e.g. At the beginning of the American Civil
war, many southerners believed their
soldiers and statesmen would catry the day.
&,g\;gwljﬁwulcw
e.g. Her argument in favour of pay
increases eventually carries the day.
Don’t give up the day Job!

(o 38 Y3 dor 9a ¥ (G pmn iale) Uy 2’
e.g. What did you think of my singing
then?" Ex, don’t give up the day job!"
get/have your day in court

S |ty S g g Lo i) | U i
e.g. She was fiercely determined to get her
day in court and the TV interview would
give it to her.
PN A ORI
e.g. She was a best selling author in 1950s
and 60s but I think she’s had her day.
in this day and age

st | and | b ooda Lulyl 3

have had its/your day

e.g. She said she was appalled that so much

injustice could exist in this day and age.
make sb’s day

b yasntd Loy don p s - 542 p 91
e.g. I was so pleased to hear from Peter. It
really made my day.
gl i

e.g. There was nowhere to hold the

save the day

meeting until Mr. Smith saved the day by
offering the use of his house.

e.g. Seize the day. young man. you may

seize the day



daylights

dead

never get the chance to embark on such an

adventure again.

take each day as it comes

take it one day as it comes.
el o 3.y g e

e.g. I've lived through a lot of changes

recently, but I've leamt to take each day as

it comes.

that'll be the day Ut $im 0. (Set)

c.g. A pay nise? That’ll be the day!

i 3o 5,55 91 yases
e.g. I was pleased to hear that common

win the day

sease had won the day and the proposal
had been accepted.
days of old/yore W IpLYI_ Ol Gl
e.g. In days of yore people bebeved in Dragons.
fallen on evil days o by bl a
c.g. John’s not doing so well any more. He
has fallen on evil days.
one of those days

bl opnta - caspy
e.g. Have you ever had one of those days.
when everything goes wrong?
sce better days
¢.g. The woman had obviously seen better
days.
daylights
beat/knock the (living) daylights out of sb

b yoa Ly Lainss

c.g- I'll knock the living daylights out of
him if I catch him doing it again.
frighten/scare the (living) daylights out
of sb o Il s - Lain Ciiny
e.g. Don’t come up behind me like that,

Fpbice o,

You scared the living daylights out of me!
days
sb’s/sth’s days are numbered

Cgalleliy o giaagann aaly
e.g. As our local cinema struggles to survive,
it seems clear that its days are numbered.
I’ve never (felt/heard/seen etc) sth in
all my (born) days
(208 30) il 323 oo 5T o)
Those were the days!
(psel) il m yia) pL Y1 Sl Ml
e.g. We had no money but we were young
and madly in love. Oh, Those were the days!
day-to-day 3 JS wpst Jas
e.g. It is Sara who’s responsible for the
day-to-day running of the school.
dead
dead men tell no tales
pee Sy A -0 galSa Y ggal|
e.g. I suspect they killed him because he
knew too much. Dead men tell no tales.
adead duck le/als eSS ,it—,.ay
c.:ui SV PCW RS
¢.g. The project was a dead duck from the
start due to lack of funding.
adeadend (.. $8) d Joises ¥ fos
s3des b - alys e il Y
e.g. Negotiators have reached a dead end
in their attempts to find a peaceful solution
to the crisis.
e.g. He found himself stuck in a low-paid,
dead-end job. Jrizea W Jas ¥
a dead weight (« "y g_.._.,) N e
e.g. Tom was a dead weight and her
muscles ached as she carried him upstairs.
e.g. She’s just a dead weight on the business.
Jodll o2 Gome 6 5 Y
the dead hand of sth Jaall i gy 31 301 # 5
e.g. Economic developments has been
held back by the dead hand of bureaucracy.



dead cert

dead letter

to be dead cert
555 3l 8l g i o Gy aSTs
e.g. He's a dead cert for an Oscar nomination.
be a dead loss =3 4l) danas - i3l 5, Ls
YEPRRUITI N
e.g. The ship broke down and became a
dead loss.
I was an absolute dead loss at sport when
I was at school. PR RUTI IR |
be a dead ringer for sb/sth
4/ Goles ot of Lasns ety
e.g. He’s a dead ninger for president Clinton -
people often come up to him and ask for
his autograph.
be at dead as a doornail olas o
e.g. I found the fish, dead as a doornail,
floating on the surface of the water.
be dead and buried
sl g ggal ol Gasns) cnilly piss ole
e.g. As far as I am concerned the matter’s
dead and burted.
be dead from the neckup &= ([&4.11)
e.g. Her last boy friend was dead from the
" neck up.
be dead from the waist down
il L8 ) poazy ¥ (oSl
e.g. It’s no good flirting with him - he’s
dead from the waist down.
be dead meat
G yon o i (pdonsld) g
e.g. You touch any of my things again &
you’re dead meat!
be dead on your feet ol ile §0sSS
e.g. I've spent the whole day cleaning the
house and I'm dead on my feet.
be dead to the world
Bld | 55 B (5 Y- Gomy oL

e.g. Guy was curled up on the sofa, dead
to the world.
be the dead spit of sb
o Juo¥1 G5y - Lolay Lased oty

e.g. He’s the dead spit of this bloke I used
to know.
come back from the dead slaJ| J] syn,
rise from the dead

Lol b gouy 395 )1 0553 oy oty - 6550
e.g. This was a company that had risen
from the dead under the new director.
o dloiai) Lases Jalocs
e.g. I asked her about it in the meeting and

cut sb dead

she just cut me dead.
drop dead (i a0 ipale) 53 - s oo o |
e.g. A guy started hassling me while I was
ordering drinks so I told him to drop dead.
in the dead of night/winter
4 pleadl of U dasy b
e.g. The fire broke out in the dead of night.
knock them/'em dead
sl 5T Al (W) oalaodl olone | o
e.g. You'll knock them dead at the party
tonight in your new black dress!
over my dead body sl C“"i O = s
e.g. If they cut down those trees, they’ll do
it over my dead body.
wouldn’t be caught/seen dead
Spal gall - g L apm Jom e )
e.g. Chtis wouldn’t be seen dead driving an
old cheap car.
dead wood o poy er—l.«"ojaljsi
e.g. Thete’s a lot of dead wood in the team
which needs to be cleared out.
a dead letter 4 Jons Vs kY RISTHO ol Gl
e.g. The cease fire agreement was a dead

letter as soon as it, was signed since neither



deaf

death

side had any intention of keeping to it.
to be as dead as a dodo

OV A Yy an oy ooles 2
¢.g. Who cares about socialism any more?
socialism’s as dead as a dodo.
be dead in the water  WsBdJpois )y J23
e.g. So how does a govermnment revive an

economy that is dead in the water.

flag a dead horse Pl caall popall
beat a dead horse (> Ji - (@ juas dsle)
o asli Y Coas

e.g. Do you think it’s worth sending my
manuscript to other publishers or I am just
beating a dead horse?
let the dead bury the dead
seWls Yol ob b
(waiting for) a dead man’s shoes
BLall jangislina N o s | by
e.g. It made her feel cheap, as if waiting
for a dead man’s shoes. But she needed
the money, and there was no other way
she would get it.
deaf
as deaf as 2 post
be as deaf as a doorknob/door nail
2 ool
e.g. She’s very old and as deaf as a post.
fall on deaf ears
4 Jans W 12 lo GI5T Jola 3 pS
c.g. Warnings that sunbathing can lead to
skin cancer have largely fallen on deaf ears
in Britain.

tum a deaf ear Jola
e.g. The board of directors have to tum a
deaf ear to such requests.

deal

cut a deal Ao ddny

e.g. The property developer tried to cut a
deal with us to get us out of the building.
what's the deal? La 5o Bl § el b
e.g. You haven’t been at work all week,
what’s the deal?
dear
aDear John letter  J| 510l ale 5 Sl
(Uloniae oons) & ik o) | e3Ne i) Jor
e.g. I've always thought Dear John letters a
cowatdly way of ending a relationship.
Sl 28 (oo Jas

e.g. Later that year, he attacked a photo-

cost sb dear

grapher, an incident that cost him dear.
hang/hold on (to sth/sb) for dear life
Gl 3BY s 2 o panty dlaz
e.g. A rope was passed down and she held
on to it for dear life as she was pulled to safety.
death
a death trap
sl J1 635 Jl e 5or e ol - Dsal 3 40mae
e.g. The road became a death trap in icy
weather.
at the death’s door Sgdllilay e
e.g. Don'’t exaggerate, it was only flu, you
were hardly at death’s door.
be done to death Lty ki
¢.g. The military look was done to death in
last season’s fashion shows.
you’ll catch your death (of cold)
(1m0 iale) 3,01 o agaze
e.g. You can’t go out dressed like this in
this weather, you'll catch your death of cold!
dice with death o gal | gty
e.g. You’re dicing with death driving at
that sort of speed on icy roads.
flog sth to death Eaes s bl
beat sth to death Gy alzad



deck

deep ‘

e.g. He basically takes one theme and flogs
1t to death for three hundred and fifty pages.
frighten/scare sb to death

g s dle (G gl opp 6 50s) B> iomy
e.g. David suddenly appeared in the door
way and scared me to death.
the death (warmed up) s 204 a2)] Hgacll
the death (warmed over)
e.g. I wish I'd got to bed earlier last night -
1 feel like death warmed up.
H1 ol sl L6 s
e.g. Why didn’t you ring and say you were

to death

going to be late? I was wortied to death.
a death blow
B EPE POV PR R Y
e.g. The scandal dealt a death blow to his
political ambitions.
die a death
die a natural death
ENT R VNP N ) P VEL ey
e.g. The play like so many others, died a
natural death after only one week.
sign your own death warrant
plaedlelads o oSou
e.g. The company signed its own death
warrant by choosing to remain independent
rather than going into partnership.
sound/toll the death knell
L g g, (J28) 6 oybn
e.g. The closure of the local car factory
tolled the death knell of the town.
deck
on deck Jasll saziay ol
e.g. Ann, if you can be on deck at 9.00 I'll
give you a lift to the meeting.
stack the deck irdasd j9a¥l s

G W b o 5 5 Law o2 )L e i

e.g. The manager stacked the deck in Joe’s
favour so he got the promotion.

decks o) i) o g5 oo o
e.g. His company is cleating the decks for
major new investment in the Far East.
deep

deep down oA Slasl b o2 jacs
e.g. He tried to convince himself that he
was enjoying his job, but deep down he
was really miserable.

lgedil i s
e.g. Anyone who tries to help that company

deep pocket

will need deep pockets, it is nearly bankrupt.
in deep water <. CJJ"J'%*‘WH gl SO
e.g. We’re going to be in deep water if the
bank refuses to authorize a bigger loan.
be in too deep
lezo Jaazzhl connay B 5 Nalize 0555
e.g. ] knew I should leave him but I was in
too deep.
digdeep oLl o dWl oy Sl abss
e.g. Church members dug deep into their
pockets to pay for a new roof.
go off the deep end
‘.._\,i oy Sy st Laab peis
e.g. One minute we were having a reasonable
discussion and the next minute you just went
off the deep end.
go/run deep Sls Y1 by jgas
e.g. Feelings of anger went deep on both
sides and it was difficult to reconcile them.
throw sb in at the deep side
Gele 093 jasd ile e 6 S ) grnay b
RPN IRy RVESH B I AT
e.g. I had to deal with a strike threat on my
first day - talk about Being thrown in at the

deep end.



deep-six

designated

Jump in at the deep end

dlamzel 3ol 090 by ol Yas Tus
e.g- Philips is jumping in at the deep end,
;cting as a captain in his first maich with
the team.
deep-six
st ol gaind e palinn
e.g. They want to deep-six the project

deep-six sb/sth

because it’s costing too much money.

de facto Ppri e g1 Vo Dby dpii

e.g. Edwards had established himself as

the de facto leader of the group.

PYPC] JOW PN IC L U PP
Gl oLt

e.g. As I walked into the house, I had a

strange sense of déja vu.

déja vu

delusions

declusions of grandeur daknlly jgacll

e.g. Young bands sometimes get delusions

of grandeur after their first number one hat.

demon

the demon drink

(Clrias ;ons) Ysslon 3 S Losze ST ynSIH

e.g. My grandfather used to lecture us

about the dangers of the demon drink.

den

beard sb in his den

beard the lion in his den
Sl el plo e g anlely

YA PPHE I P P

e.g. Who's going to beard the lion in her

den and explain what’s gone wrong?

dent

make adentinsth _, o o Olaidl

i,

e.g. The roof repairs made quite a dent in

our savings.

put a dent in sth

department

not be sb’s department
wolazs | o o o 20 i b paseat Ol Y

e.g. I've chosen the paint and wallpaper

but the actual job of decorating is Nell’s

department.
depth g icle pamis - Lo Jaud Jajs 5
S o] Syimn G pks -

e.g. When Ruth started talking about the
differences between the databases, I knew
I was out of my depth.
depths
plumb the depths Rp] Sk
e.g. His wife left him in May and dunng
the following months he plumbed the
depth of despair.
e.g. In hypnosis, we plumb the depth of the
PP I R T PR |
e.g. I read one review which said the show
plumbed the depth of tastelessness

1z e Joil | 5 Jand10] ¥
c.g. Man’s inhumanity to man has plumbed

UNCconscious.

new depths in this conflict.

o lao G go ST s
sink to such depths

s ad | g0 asd | lia J] e
e.g. I find 1t hard to believe that human
beings could sink to such depth.
(u,dlcaw)alwxé“y

e.g. Leather jackets and jeans are still de

de rigeur

rigeur for hard rock fans.
descend
descend to particulars

bl Jf oS e Jis,
c.g. I suggest we put an end to all this fruitless
speculations and descend to particulars.
designated



designs

devil

a designated driver )3 (0 aiiay jasud
e.g. Tom said he’d be the designated driver

when we go out tonight.

designs

have designs on sb o Mo LBY iz,
Lol

¢.g. She suspected that Helen had designs
on her husband
have designs onsth 5 & s Jganll bl
e.g. I knew that David had designs on my
half of the business.
de trop 3N e ST
e.g. I thought his comments at the meeting
were a little de trop.
deux ex machina
ey Gntio ot Ol ol i oL
e.g. Shakespeare produces a very unsatisfying
deux ex machina in "The Wintet’s Tale"
when a statue of the queen comes to life.
devil
The devil finds work for idle hands
Olk,ﬂlt}‘ndldayﬂlhgl-imtljﬂl
e.g. There’s plenty more tidying to do if
you've finished the bedroom. The dewvil
finds work for idle hands.
(let) the devil take the hindmost
(8 eons) Ol o 91 51y el 3 S
e.g. You've got to be tough to survive in
this business - grab what you can and let
the devil take the hindmost.
better the devil you know (than the devil
youdon’t i e aOlS g g b e
S5 3 yass o
e.g. I know Mike can be difficult to work
with sometimes, but better the devil you
know.

between the devil and the deep blue sea
A () Wa¥S s o sl e
e.g. For most people a visit to the dentist is
the result of a choice between the devil and
the deep blue sea - if you go, you will suffer,
and if you don’t go, you will suffer.
go to the devil! (ﬂ XY ,_.-u)
Gals 3 )52) pass o palieall ddga e 4 b
(g s dals —
e.g. I told him that if he wasn’t prepared to
change his ideas he could go to the devil
have the devil’s own job (‘.J A3 ,...-..)
iagnaal 4t Jas
e.g. I had the devil’s own job to find a
patking space near here.
have the devil’s own luck (‘.4, 48 ,....u)
Bl G glame 045
e.g. He found a job and an apartment
within a week - he really has the devil’s
own luck, that man.
play devil’s advocate
Lps ol Sl | e 5,58 8oy ey o s
e.g. He seemed very sure of his arguments
but I played the devil’s advocate just to
confuse him.
the devil has the best tunes
U3 P e BT Lo
e.g. You killed a person!, the devil has the
best tunes.
speak/talk of the devil
A3 35 033 Slalal ol 5 jaset oo (WIS
e.g. Apparently, Lisa went there and wasn’t
vety impressed - oh talk of the devil, here
sheis. (4as dpale) fay (v il 13 o
Jlo Vo gz
e.g. He gave a devil - may - ca'rc laugh and

devil-May-care

drove off very fast.



dibs

dime

give the devil his due ¢ (206 gy 51 5
, SlaiW  JG, gy
e.g. To give the devil his due, old Simpkins,
mean though he is, has always been generous
to me.
hold a candle to the devil (5,10 _ ()l
(Gad 51 By5) s ¥ o p e - 0 i
c.g. He’s a cunning fox but one has to
hold a candle to the devil or we'll never get
needs/must/when the devil drives
L pod ba Y
e.g. There is nothing you can do to prevent
me. Needs must when the devil drives.
dibs
have dibs on
(dariale) o2 3 psllade - 310
e.g. I have dibs on the Sunday paper.
diamond
diamond cut diamond Y| LasJl i Y
RPN S PO |
c.g. It was diamond cut diamond when the
two men met because they were both so
sure their own ideas were right.
dice
the dice are loaded against sb
ol aasds o ogonie
e.g. All his attempts to find 2 better job
were unsuccessful: it seemed that the dice
were loaded against him.
diddly-squat s gols Y
e.g. The lyrics in his songs aren’t worth
diddly squat. It is the melodies that make
you feel good.
die
the die is cast
P [ U PO [P [ - PN | B

e.g. From the moment the first shot was fired,
the die was cast and war became inevitable.
to die for 5 s L:J_,;_;,.L_
e.g. She’s a beautiful - looking girl with a
voice to die for.
difference
make ali the difference
liksns a gl | Jams - =S 35l 5201 G g
e.g. Working with a nice bunch of people
can make all the difference.
different
(it’s) different strokes for different folks
(Grlie Ogizas b ol 15) amms n t5 01 JSU
e.g. I've never enjoyed winter sports, but
different strokes for different folks.
march to a different tune b el
I b cilisns el ¢ an e O gizay
e.g. While most of the country supported
military action, Santini was marching to a
different tune (drummer).
dignity
stand on your dignity 0,6y o Bl
c.g. Some of the older people at the party
stood on their dignity by refusing to play
games with the rest of us.
dime
be a dime adozen
(4 ) orkt | il e 0485 5,2
¢.g- Romantic novels like these are a dime
a dozen.
not be worth a dime
Lol e - G syl
e.g. It turns out her precious painting isn’t
worth a dime, its a fake.
onadime  (Pl] Jeusisld)] Upe byl
e.g. His car is great for parking, it can turn
on a dime.



dinner

disaster

ding-dong fight
o G i | - e S0 e g3 e
e.g. Did you see Paul fighting Kenneth? It

was a real ding-dong fight.
dinner
be done like a (dog’s) dinner
850 ey 3A 1500

e.g. Whatever possessed her to play tennis
against sue? She was done like a dog’s dinner.
dire
to be in dite straits
e 3l Coneo i ga 0S5
e.g. They are in dire financial straits.
dirt
eat dirt
(4 £) 2l iy B gy Gyl S
e.g. My brother had to eat dirt in front of
everybody after he had been proved wrong
in an argument.
dirt cheap
(&) DAl pasp e G LIS ok
e.g. This may seem like a great deal of
money but in advertising it is dirt cheap.
dirt poor ,idl | gz - @ids b - il | las- coo
e.g. Most of the population in this under-
developed area were dirt poor and jobless.
dig the dirt o gasd S sl | Ly
dig up dirt g i Sl
e.g. No effort’ is being spared to dig up
dirt on the enemy,.
dish the dirt b gon JSG gased g WISy
e.g. Some journalists just enjoy dishing the
dirt.
dosbdirt o ade 09 jass J]po
pand s i 4
e.g. Meck really did me dirt, he stopped
me getting my promotion.

treat sb like dirt Lo 4 oy Caa...JaLu
e.g. I don’t know why she stays with him.
He treats her like dirt.
dirty
a dirty old man (ul;)
A b pgoy ol | S s
e.g. On the top shelf they've got all those
hotrible magazines for dirty old men.
a dirty weekend ., le; C,,.."Il Llgasl)
s e oo sl aly o) b
e.g. At first I thought he was asking me to
go away for a dirty weekend.
give/shoot sb. a dirty look
Lt iy sy - i sy
e.g. I didn’t know what I'd said that was so
offensive but she gave me a dirty look.
talk dirty (:5)

i 5 T8)0] aaly puiond | 0 80 1y (IS5
e.g. I love it when you talk dirty to me.
wash yout dirty laundry/linen in public
air your dirty laundry/linen in public

ol 6 e Sy - ] e di ) b sy

a dirty trick 5,48 deas-

" do sb’s dirty work Y 7l a9
355 Ledsles ae

SXT Y i Cao

e.g. Tell her yourself - I'm not going to do

yout ditt work for you.

do the dirty on
«J&OJ)_,'»TJ»L’BUI.:\;gJ,Aq

e.g. And then he did the dirty on her and

went and had an affair with her best friend.

play dirty (i) Logas) 20

e.g. He loses his temper from time to time,

but he never plays dirty.

disaster

a disaster atea i, 8 O _ &yl sS dahaza .



discretion

dog

e.g. The kitchen was a disaster area, with
greasy plates piled high in the sink.
e.g. Government housing policy is a
complete disaster area.
JSLadb o glaadl SIS 5 dakizad .Y

discretion
discretion is the better part of valour
lntllcial Jadl o3l - g | o - 4,690
e.g. She decided not to vaice her opposition
to the chairman’s remarks. Perhaps
discretion was the better part of valour.
distance
go the (full) distance

S o Jarllp Yl 2all kg ] s
e.g. It’s a really tough course - I'm just
wortied that I won’t be able to go the distance.

in/within spitting distance 4o b
in within striking distance

c.g. The great thing about the house is that
it’s within spitting distance of the sea.
distance -

keep one’s distance

Uad bl | sy - oz - ity sy~ de by
e.g. They have always kept their distance
from the neighbours.
distraction
drive sb to distraction

(£ 8) o 1ol ot i g Lo Juors
e.g. Looking after six children every day is
enough to drive you to distraction.
divide
divide and conquet/rule ds J:,i
e.g. A Small minority have continued to
govem by a policy of divide and conquer.
dividends
pay dividends Moizms pu 0 4 s 23le
¢.g. Plenty of practice early in the season

will pay dividends later or.
do
its doordie o lasl-ge slils Ul
wae Leadls i ge
e.g. It's now or never - do or die - nsk
everything or regret it for the rest of your life.
doctor
be just what the doctor ordered
(g ) Jome 1) 51 Al 126
e.g. After a hard day at work a nice meal at
home is just what the doctor ordered.
does
that does/did it! - W el s
(izale) dnchail ) a> o Jazsd Yz p5 w Y Juoy
e.g. That does 1! I'll never speak to him again.
He has always been rude to me but this time
he walked right past me without speaking.
dog
dog eat dog
(4 ¢ Lmams JS 2 o)) > Luilin
c.g. In show business it’s dog eat dog - one
day you're a star the next you've been replaced
by youager talent.
a dog and pony show
Wb e faass dadizie G lea
¢.g. The film is part of the dog and pony
show the company puts on for the benefit
of foreign journalists.
Vo B2 i
$3liza¥bo i) pramy Yo LT 2 deminy

a dog in the manger

e.g. Stop being such a dog in the manger
and let your sister ride your bike as you'te
not using it.

the dog days 3,!;;.‘,,41!{.[!?)5!‘
c.g. At times, duning the dog days of

summer the stream dries up completely.



doggo

doldrums

be like a dog with two tails
B3lad 1408 3 ¢ Mo (am 0S5
e.g. Ben’s team won the match. Their
managet was like a dog with two tails.
a dog’s breakfast/dinner
Oyl e JIs Jas
e.g. She tried to cut her hair and m;de a
real dog’s breakfast of it.
done up/dressed like a dog’s dinner
iy nl) Ylos Sllay 339 e JS2 ol
e.g. There she was, all dressed up like 2
dog’s dinner, in a ridiculous frilly shirt and
a skirt that was far too short.
Every dog has its day
2l a3 3 S u:..o;i‘,iu‘ﬁ ;)LKJ
e.g. He'll get that promotion eventually.
Every dog has its day.
not have a dog’s chance
o ol oliany lad s 35S o
e.g. He hasn’t a2 dog’s chance of getting
that job.
its a dog’s life
(T (I FEVE MR T
e.g. 've got to do all the house work, then
pick the children from school - then cook
dinner - it’s a dog’s life.
put on the dog
gl bl 3l L2 YIS O puas
e.g. They really put on the dog in front of
their guests.
Why keep a dog and bark yourself
AT pasa g O Sy Jams i o)
e.g. Just keep the dishes on the table, the
bar staff will collect them after all, why
keep a dog and batk yourself.
doggo
lie doggo

e.g. Where’s Mike? Probably lying doggo
till the washing up’s done.
doghouse
be in the doghouse  wla las- {5 Lsws 3
e.g. I forgot to turn the oven off and the
dinner’s ruined so I'm really in the doghouse.
help a lame dog over a stile
Sl ] o = ) o0
e.g. My aunt, always happy to help a lame
dog over a stile, invited a poor old man for
a meal.
dogs
call off the dogs
o B e pmally sl o S,
e.g. The bank has agreed to call off the
dogs until we can get the business up and
running again.
go to the dogs
(&1 - Goluash- Gl - Colozm 1) Soomss < 5l
e.g. The football team goes to the dogs
whenever a goal is scored against them.
throw to the dogs ;a5 t_lm} | B s
(4138 2S) ks jaomad e Dlind | il
e.g. I really felt as if I'd been thrown to the
dogs just to save other people’s reputation.
Gl e s b6 B
e.g. He usually got home at around seven
o'clock, dog tired after a long day in the office.
doldrums
be in the doldrums
oSl S Y 35S, Ul SN
e.g. Our local football team is really in the

dog-tired

doldrums. It has lost every game this year.
e.g. He’s been in the doldrums these days
and nothing I do seems to cheer him up.
out of the doldrums  (§,LJ| el U.Sp)



dollars

door

e.g. A cut in interest rates will be needed to
lift the property market out of the doldrums.
dollars
dollars to donuts/doughnuts (aals)
Gy oye Sl Joi
e.g. Dollats to donuts the company is
going to fold.
e.g. I'll bet you dollars to doughnuts she
won’t come to the party.
dollar signs in sb’s eyes
39adl paade Joas B L Si
e.g. Local taxi drivers approached us with
dollar signs in their eyes.
dollars-and-cents
lhols JSO s Lol o S
e.g. The dollars and cents details of the
new budget will be presented tomorrow by
the government.
dollars
look/feel (like) a million dollars
iagnl IS 3k
¢.g. She was wearing her new dress and
she looked like a million dollars.
domino
adomino effect 5 u-lys 2 55 L
(3 jinal>) gndh) a5 3 LaS o LY 0 daglaie
e.g. Young couples can’t afford even the
small houses, so the people in those houses
can’t move to the bigger houses. It’s a
domino effect.
done
a done deal (45 Joad) Tz ILe
e.g. It’s not a done-deal- we're still talking
about who to hire for the job.

be done in anze - Lyze
¢.g. 'm really done in after walking all day.
havedonemth(i:als)

(Lo o2 5f pasnds) e ahai
e.g. I've done with hard work for the rest
of my life.
Itisn’tdone  slar ¥l allcilis_ gl ol
e.g. You musm:t pour your tea in the
saucer to cool it, it isn’t done.
don Juan sk s L) 5 o L) 3 gtae
A RUN B e o
e.g. At 47, he detests his image as a Don Juan.
Don Quixote
Paa¥l 6 ioms Jl pai « o
e.g. His bebaviour was very Don Quixotic.
donkey
donkey’s years sl de Olgd oi Head
e.g. I've been doing this job for donkey’s years.
doom
doom and gloom JUCIV P
e.g. Come on, it is not all doom and gloom,
if we make a real effort, we could stll win.
door
close/shut the door on sth
Cao dazms 9l 6 g2 g fo
e.g. There are fears that this latest move

might have closed the door on a peaceful

solution.
get a/your foot in the door
get a leg in the door o s S 0

p PSR [ PR b NI (OPRCPIPS) | Sy
give sb a foot in the door & 1uJ1is Jha
e.g. The freelance work I did gave me a
foot 1n the door.
lay sth at sb’s door e pall il
e.g. The blame for their deaths was laid
firmly at the government’s door.
never darken your door again (l.J_ £ ,,.;)

13,0 bl Vb Casez b
(ol 00 25 ¥ sl)



doots

double

e.g. Did her father really tell you never to
darken his door again?

open the door to sth L ¢ 2 Jlowad| ey
e.g. The cease fire opens the door to talks
between the two sides.

Cases ks

e.g. I told her that I wasn’t interested in

show sb the door

her scheme and she showed me the door in
no uncertain terms.
doors
open (new) doots S0 Y )
e.g. Early results show that the new system
would open doors to disadvantaged people.
doorstep
on sb’s doorstep
(g oWl o) e
e.g. The great thing we’ve got all the local
amenities right on our doorstep.
dos
dos and don’ts olyy alsl
e.g. In the back of the guide, then;’s a list
of the dos and don’ts of local etiquette.
dose
go through sb/sth like a dose of salts
(m5 5om) i n o] aind s
e.g. Those beans went through me like a
dose of salts.
a dose of one’s own medicine
e 25 3 I s o (L) i
RS i LS,
e.g. Since my boyfriend always arnives late,
I decided to give him a dose of his own
medicine and kept him waiting for half an
hour last night.
dot
dot the/your i’s and WY ly 4o oJ| 5,
cross the/your t's

Syl e bidl ady ¢ folid | Jog ¥
e.g. She writes highly accurate reports, she
always dots her i’s and crosses her t's.
on the dot L.all sasallisgl - aaia
e.g. Shops in this part of the city shut at
5.30 p.m. on the dot.
dotted
sign on the dotted line
o LasYb geldl G e Gua
e.g. According to the promotor Andrew
James, the band has signed on the dotted
line and will be playing at the theatre on
November 2, 3 and 4.
double
double Dutch poeie pEs b r)lf
e.g. He came out with a load of
sophisticated grammatical codes and it all
sounded double Dutch.
adouble bind . - el o - 25 SO o
(-f £) (b o) 22
e.g. Women find themselves in a double
bind. If they stay at home with their kids,
they’re regarded as non achievers and if
they go out to work, people say they’re
neglecting their family.
a double whammy (u Ls)
dlg iy b Ol Olinan
e.g. Critics claim that cuts in public
spending coupled with a pay freeze is a
double whammy which will affect low-paid
workers badly.
at/on the double
oS b gl dde | s Ly
e.g. Two surgeons arrived in the emergency
room at the double.
double-crossing
Blaa | b coows g A - a5 | o O g5



double-dipping

down-at-heel

double-dealing
c.g. This young lady was quiet double-
dealing she had no mental reservations

L’:‘; -wu; P TXY B

whatsoever
double-edged obly b d s 93
e.g. That remark of his was double-edged.
I wonder exactly what he meant.
double-quick e Las s oy
e.g. I dashed to the door, double quick,
but was too late to catch him.
double-time

e.g. We eam time and a half on Saturday

afternoon, and double time on Sundays.
do a double take
e I
e.g. He walked past her and she did a
double take. Without his beard he was
quite transformed.
double-dipping AIJWI e Jgasd|
Leize L:o,.a'r) Ay by S cpnilzies o ydean
(S0 91 O plal) Elies Lin 0,
e.g. The government has introduced tighter
rules on employee’s pensions to discourage
double-dipping.
double-dip
e.g. It is tempting for physicians to double
dip by sending their patients to labs, they
have a finanaial interest in.
double entendre  ias Ly das yi il
=l s W g baas-|
e.g. His speech at the dinner was full of

bad jokes and double eatendres.
double-talk
double-speak <y ,¢)) wis o Al ddne p S

glas - gIldg e
¢.g. He said the new train service would

run fewer trains, but would provide a

- better service - sheer double talk.

doubting
a doubting Thomas J sl jasmsdl
gy ity Lo g o Gonay
e.g. He’s a real doubting Thomas; he
simply woulda’t believe I'd won the car
until he saw it wath his own eyes.
beyond a doubt; without doubt:
ol u.:.si U9
e.g. The man is sincere beyond a doubt.
down
down-and-dirty ) TR I I VI
ot ok gl ¥
e.g. He ran a down-and-dirty political
campaign. He likes his films down-and-dirty.
o=l slaze gy oyl ¥
down the drain
down the gurgler  ‘lacad.glo J)
€.g. Then our funding was withdrawn and
two year's work went down the drain.
e.g. Say he gives up his training, that’s four
thousand pounds down the gurgler.
down the toilet
down the pan
e.g. After the drug scandal, his career went
down the toilet.
c.g. If the factory closes, that’ll be a million
pounds worth of investment down the pan.
a down and out

a down-and-outer

tl.b,i -

SEYEVIE {51
Yl ol Gy ollay ¥ N
¢.g. She was one of the many down-and
outers waiting for the soup kitchen to open.
e.g. His next film was about two down-
and-out drifters who met in New York.

- Al g peled | 555
el i

e.g. When I first met her she was down-at-

down-at-heel
down-at- the heel



downer

dream

heel but still respectable.
downer

have a downer on buas..ﬁi,;lﬂl;,i;"
e.g. I didn’t realise she felt like that about
Julian, She’s got a real downer on him.
downhill :
e.g. We started to argue soon after we got
martied and things went downhill from there.
iy Y1 b LS iy iy 5901
e.g. It's a diner with down-home American
cooking where you can take all the family.
down-to-earth L _él‘,.llub,iul;_u.sl,

e.g. David’s is a bit of a dreamer - Ruth’s

JJ-;-QJ

down-home

much more down-to-earth. I like her down-
to-earth approach to problem solving.
drag
drag your feet/heels

Wla - yolem 093 5l 5l B3 Jany
e.g. Your firm is dragging its feet over
signing this contract.
dragon
(asns) gl b lay
e.g. The drug can be smoked, which is

chase the dragon

known as chasing the dragon.
drain
laugh like a drain
(2 U1 LS) i o 51 Jlo o tlonais
e.g. I told her what had happened and she
laughed like 2 dratn.
draw
be quick on the draw
(a5 13 dione = Ang s Doy 99 I Lad 593, 3] g
e.g. He was quick on the draw answering
the reporter’s questions.
be slow on the draw (‘_,.L.J | saall u“"‘)
APESPR S [ ] .sy,‘,iﬁ.é.ll Lok

e.g. You're a bit slow on the draw, aren’t

you? Can’t you see the joke?
draw a blank ins J| Juoss ¥ lodis 5 ¥
e.g. The police searched all day, but drew a
complete blank.
drawing
a drawing card
SV ed) aie _ ol J15,,]
e.g. Babe Ruth was the outstanding player
of his time - the real drawing card for
Yankee Stadium.
back to the drawing board
Golo 5 dny Lyt o Ty
e.g. Our proposal might not be accepted,
in which case we’ll have to go back to the
drawing board.
dreaded
the dreaded lurgy
A it o g Jo dx0 480 Loy 0
e.g. My throat is sore and my head hurts. I
think I've caught the dreaded lurgy.
dream
dream on! (¢ [jaJ] Jors o) I ol |
e.g. I've a feeling I'll win something on the
lottery this week. "Dream onl!"
a dream ticket C‘:'J‘u”r'“"u“'l“"(:‘h‘!“
o gamad | 4 b LS 5T
e.g. Clinton and Gore transformed
themselves into a dream ticket in the last
American election.
be/live in a dream world
Sllos o p WY1 Ls 3 2o
e.g. If she thinks he’s suddenly going to
turn into the perfect husband, she’s living
in a dream world.
like a dream (A s W ggd po
e.g. Oscar’s plan had

worked like a dream.



dreams

drop

wouldn’t dream of doing something
i 9l 66 G L 5 > Jamsp g )
e.g. I wouldn’t dream of asking my father
for money.
dreams -
in your dreams! (CI).JI S UJ:-)
(Jomams) p 291 3 Y
e.g. Dave, buy you a car? In your dreams?
The man/woman/sth of your deeams
< i,.;!!._.r»'\llui stliad Yo s
e.g. I'm not sure I'll ever meet the man of
my dreams; or if he even exists.
At last, we’d found it, the house of our
dreams.
dressed
be all dressed up and/with
] s o OIS0 33,00 095 £ 9 5l L5y s
¢.g. Bob rang up and said he had to work
late, so there I was, all dressed up with
nowhere to go.
be dressed to kill
Jr J1 i) o gl 3 s (51,a0)
e.g. Rosie emerged from the house,
dressed to kill and ready to go to the party.
be dressed up to the nines
I PERTE S U B PR IPY N
¢.g. They were dressed up to the nines. They
must have been on their way to a wedding.
dribs
in dribs and drabs
(4 ¢) $:Uadly 63 oo Sl 2
¢.g- We could only afford to pay the
builder in dribs & drabs.
drift
get sb’s/the drift (Lal)
catch sb’s/the drift (isle) ISV 50 0gis
e.g. I didn’t understand everything he was
saying but I think I caught the dxift.

drink
drive sb to drink (¢ 1! o )
lagage sf Gl Lo Lases Jams
e.g. I just couldn’t live with someone like
Malcolm. It would drive me to dnnk.
drink like a fish
Sl bk 6250 a0y
c.g. The man dninks like a fish. He is drunk
every night.
drive
Drive/hammer a nail in/into
someone’s/onc’s coffin  2ai b [l Gty
g Py ‘(’u': sl jass)
e.g. The president's murder drove a nail
into the coffin of peace.
drop
drop a bombshell Gueja 5 il (il iy
drop 2 bomb
e.g. Her husband dropped a bomb over
dinner. T’m seeing another woman', he said.
drop everything
U Jams pyicd 3 2l S bt i g5
e.g. I can’t just drop everything and go
into town with you. I have to finish this
letter.
a drop in the ocean
o ol 5laie - Jasms b b5
e.g. A hundred thousand may seem a lot
but it’s a drop in the ocean compared to
the millions that need to be spent.
a drop in the bucket (US.‘_JaI ),ﬂ)

i 5 pincr dhaii
atthedropofahat Uy ic ugiloi
e.g. We now have a situation where laws
may be changed at the drop of a hat.
fit/ready to drop e | oo Loy
e.g. I'd just walked 10 miles and I was
ready to drop.



dropping

116 : due

drop-dead (iulc) o e - Jlead | w31,
eyl
e.g. Her exquisite figure was shown off to
the full in a drop-dead black dress.
dropping
be dropping like flies (g._a L l§) O ghas Ly
s JobleYl sl sl e
e.g. The heat was overwhelming and
people were dropping like flies.
drowned
look like a drowned rat
3 A LW sy (8] aedly0) s
e.g. I had to walk home in the rain and
came in looking like a drowned rat.
drowning
a drowning man will clutch at a straw
drum
bang/beat the drum o5 elas (IS
(Il e 05) 025 ¢ 5030
e.g. Once again she was banging the drum
for pre-school nurseries.
drunk
as drunk as a lord/skunk
(¢ 8) b ol S cnus SO 5
e.g. He rolled out of the club into a taxi, as
drunk as a lord.
dry
be as dry as a bone ik Ladls Al
e.g. I don’t think he’s been watering these
plants - the soil’s as dry as 2 bone.
bleed sb dry i g jased 59 djn
e.g. Repayments on the new furniture were
bleeding me dry.
There wasn’t a dry eye in the house
Loy LSLOK J3ad b Ol e JS
e.g. She began to talk about her son who

had died and by the end of her speech,
there wasn’t a dry eye in the house.
duck
be duck soup 03151 Jgeus Jos - las Jgo £ o5
e.g. Winning your case in court ought to
be duck soup.
take to sth like a duck to water
ke b - Uggues i6 oy Jor ;I:irJ..::
e.g. He’s taken to his new school like a
duck to water.
ducking
ducking and diving b5 - juhii _pya
R 32 o b Sy dikisag s 8 Jlos] b
e.g. "What do you do for a living?" This
and that, ducking and diving.
ducks
getyourducks inarow (i 0¥l
e.g. The government talks about tax changes
but they won’t fix a date or an amount,
they just can’t get their ducks in a row.
a dead duck -orPlads s f o
oanl A8 p g0 g0
e.g. The question of women rights is not a
dead duck.
a lame duck c.]n....v Y (Z.....y _,i) sl
O 093 4a s s Sgi gl
e.g. The interest of the community went
far beyond passive grants and . . . the
nationalization of lame ducks.
u:‘ S o e S
e.g. We’re sitting ducks here. We’ll have to

a sitting duck

move around behind the hill where we can’t

be seen.

due

give sb their due

give the devil his due JS e lae | s
o0l U o of g 4> asud



dues

dying

c.g- She might be bad at writing letters but
I'll give her, her due, she always phones me
at the end of the month.
in due course

ROUR EPN J PO 1) B Rege ) By e SN J
e.g. You will receive notification of the
results in due course.
dues
pay your dues Ol by (o acde oy pois
e.g. I've looked after four kids for sixteen
years, I've paid my dues, and now I want

sometime to enjoy myself.

duff

be up the duff Job= Gial)

e.g- "Oh, don’t tell me Kylie’s up the duff

dull

be as dull as dishwater/ditchwater (isls)
fir Jus

¢.g. He loved the book but I thought it

was as dull as ditchwater.

dumps

be down in the dumps Cojm 0455

c.g. Things hadn’t been going so well for

her at work and she was feeling a bit down

in the dumps.

dust

the dust settles sl

¢.8. We decided to let the dust settle before

trying to deal with any other problems.

bite the dust

Jasdl o Jhanzs () 500 51 agas (G5 W)

e.g. Most of my family had to stop

working because of illness that winter . . .

I wasn’t the only one to bite the dust.

gather dust pie ool P ade 048
(‘I’ .&035;‘) JlanzYI

e.g. If these books are going to sit around
gathenng dust in the garage, you might as
well give them to Frank.
not see sb for dust NEIRPIRCaN
i6 iz (p o 2139 gelo i)
e.g. If you tell her that Jim’s coming, you
won’t see her for dust.
dutch
Dutch courage O is e
e.g. He had another dank to give him Dutch
courage for what he might find at home.
a Dutch treat Lo oy 2alSd | 3 4 225
L lie Loy Ul
e.g. She and her friend often met for
lunch, It was always a Dutch treat.
FH I PRy TS
(1301 G ,-.a'»_,)
e.g. "Will you let me take you out tonight?

go Dutch

"As long as we go Dutch.”
duty
be duty bound to do sth
st Jand o 1)1 oS s

e.g. 've been given a certain amount of
training, so I feel duty bound to stay in the
job for at least a year.
do (double) duty as/for sth

Al o83 b pelan p gy yasut
e.g. She’s really the secretary but she does
double duty as the receptionist during
karina’s lunch hour.
dyed-in-the-wool -gdl o
dyed-in-the-wool il o ddaze
e.g. He’s a Tory, dyed-in-the-wool.
dying
bedyingfor )| Byt - e cigls
e.g. I'm dying for a cigarette.



