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more objectives studies from scholars and researchers.

In fact Ibn Al Zayat lived in a time similar to ours, it is a time of social
and political upheavers and the dominance of foreigners over the khal-
iphate. This institution was the victim of these foreigners as represented by
Turkish leaders and soldiers. There were also the weakness of khalifs them-
selves who were under their perscnal impulses and conspiracies of their
mothers and wives. Ibn Al Zayat wanted to restore the power and authority
of the the state and he was able to succeed in certain time, but he faced
fierce conspiracies from his foes and from those individuals who had special
interests. The result was his imprisoament, confiscation of his properties and

torture which led finally to his death.

I hope that my work will be a lesson on one hand and on the other an im-
portant step towards enhancing Arabic Literature which lived under the care

of our civilization and authenticity.

Prof. Yahia B. Wahib Al Jubouri



collected information concerning poets and writers who were themselves
thrown into prison, tortured, their properties confiscated, exiled or put to
death. Such information which I have gathered will be put to light some day,
if Allah wishes. In any case Ibn Al Zayat was among the late writers. Durin g
my collection of information I used to consult the diwan of Ibn Al Zayat, but
it was available only to some scholars who flourished in the second half of
the last century. The diwan was edited by the late Jamil Said about half a
century ago and it is no longer found in bookstores. In addition some poems

of Ibn Al Zayat was missing from the published version of the diwan.

All these factors encouraged me to study literary work and tragedy of Tbn
al Zayat in order to reedit his diwan. I was able to get the original Ms from
the library of Egypt (Dar Al Kutub). I faced difficulties in obtaining in-
formation from the Institute of Ms. of the Arab League but thanks to the ef-
forts of Yasin Taha Al Aissawi and some Egyptian scholars I was able to get
a copy of the ms. of the diwan. I’am really thankful to them. In many opin-
lon editing manuscripts or republishing books without comparing them with
their originals is a work without value and it may be considered a thievery
and an injury to others.

In fact Ibn Al Zayat was not unknown man. He received attention {rom
many researchers. the first among them was the work of the late Mohammad
Kurdi Ali whose book, Umara Al Bayan (The Princes of Eloguence), ap-
peared in 1937, IN the series of Alam Al Arab (The Notables of the Arabs)
Mahmoud Al Hajrassi published his book under the title Mohammad Ibn
Abdul Malik Al Zayat of Al Tannour (The Oven). Also in 1983 Fayz Alam
Al Din Al Qays published a book under the title Mohammad Ibn Abdul Ma-
lik Al Zayat. All these publications are useful and have the privilege of be-
ing the pioneers. My study of Ibn Al Zayat however the life of Ibn Al Zayat

and his writing, as well as poets and writers like him, are still in need of
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Mohammad Ibn AbdulMalik Al-Zayat
His Biography, Literature and Diwan
By
Dr. Yahia Al-Jubouri
Professor, Al-al Bayt University

The first time I heard about Tbn Al-Zayat was when I was a high séhool
student about a half century ago. My teacher then, mohammad Hassan Al-
Addad, was a literary figure, good reader and with a high attention. He used
to provide me with special care and good attention. He also used to care af-
ter intelligent students and give them literary and cultural books.to read and
report to him about their readings. Now I know that he died when the diwan
of Tbn Al-Zayat was first published about 1950 even taught them the won-
derful gasida (poem) of Al-Zayat in which the elcgized his wife. This gasida
was among most famous in its kind especially when describing a child who
lost his mother. The child used to be busy playing in the day, however, when
the night falls and the darkness covers the whole universe the child’s tears

began to pour out while remembering his mother’s tenderness.

This poem had a lasting impact upon my heart. I memorized it and I still
remember it despite the passing of many years. Since then the picture of
Ibn-Zayat was printed in my mind as it is linked to his oven (tennour(
which he made in order to torture his foes but he was himself tortured in it
and consequently died in it. In 1983 I edited Kitab Al-Mihan (tragediesO of
Abou Al Arab Al Tamimi. Since this book contains stories of the torture,
imprisonment and death of khalifs and scholars, I decided to complete it by

adding it what was missing from it. In this way I wrote on tragedies and |
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