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In the name of Allah, Most Merciful
Most Compassionate

History is more or less like a memory of a nation, in wich its great
events, victories and even defeats are stored. Its hopes, ambitions and
dreams for the present and the future as well are hence retrived. A nation
that would not care for its history; reserve it well and hand it over from
generation to generation, is cut off from its past, unable to manage its,
present and consequently hitting at ambigions future. Accordingly we;
the Moslem Arabs, who have been qualified by Good as «the best nation
ever created», should wel preserve our history and study our successes
and failures, so as to establish the solid bases for the present and the
future as well.

As an Arab Moslem scholar and researcher on Islamic history, and
through my readings in history references on the crusades, I found that
the writings of the contemporary Moslem historians on the era of the
crusades, though various and numerious have agreed with modern
writings on the same era on bringing forth the heroics of the Moslem
leaders in the holly wars against the crusaders. Since then there has been
a flow of writings and refrences about these leaders and their heroic
deeds. The more I read the more I feel that there has been injustice and
remissness in the treatment of the role played by the Moslem scholars
and Jurisprudents.

The banner of the holly war would comprise under its shade all
groups who marshed forth looking forward to victory or martyrdom, in
spite of all differences between the rich and poor, the young and the old,
the noble and the modest, the male and the female. Accordingly, there
would be no differentiation between the warior and the scholar. All were
performing one task; the holly war; all in one and one in all. A person’s
job would integrate with or build on another person’s work. As so they
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set a striking example on how the Islamic faith would link and combine,
not separate. All the different groups were oriented by obedience and
togetherness. So they succeeded in achieving their goals, seeking God’s
pleasure.

That is why I inquired why was the role of the great leaders in the
holly war against the crusaders has been well preserved and made
promicnent in history, whereas the roles of other groups who
participated in this holly war on equal feet and step by step were not
similarly treated. Their roles disorganizedly occured in historical
references. Names were not even mentioned. They were referred to as
the Moselems Group, the Mojahedeen Group, the Volunteers Group, or
the Jurisprudents Group.

I discovered, on investigating historical references, that the Moslem
jurisprudents and scholars have played a very important and serious role
in the life of the Moslem society during this period. They have actively
participated in the Islamic holy war against the crusaders. This role was
no less than that played by the leaders and chiefs whose remembrance has
been well preserved in history.

On the basis of the previous argument, I chossed this as a topic for
my research. I have entitled it as «The jurisprudents and scholars’ role in
the holly war against the crusaders during the crusades, in the Near
East». In so doing I hope to fill a gap in the literature related to the heros
of the Islamic holly wars against the crusaders. The Arabic library is in
need of separate researches on the role of the jurispradents and scholars
on these holly wars, their contributions, situations, news and deeds as
regarding stirring the people’s morale, enhancing unity in the Islamic
society so as to establish a solid stong front to face the crusaders’
challange. These researches would also throw light on the jurisprudents
and scholars’ activities in serving the cause of the Islamic holly war
during the crusades as registered in the Arabic and foreign references. I
also, intended, to collect in my study as many names as I would of those
well famed jurisprudents and scholars who participated in these holly
wars. I had in mind to deepen my insight in the study of these great
characters to throw much light on the well known among them, and to
reveal the anonymous, so as to issue forth their glorious situations in the
holly wars. In so doing I am giving our generation and the coming
generations a chance to appreciate the situations of these most eminent
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characters who faught in the path of Allah and gave their best and selves
to achieve the superme goals. The coming generations would be proud of
these chracters for what they did. They were true to themselves and to
their cause. Hopefully they would follow their steps.

For this reason, I attempted to conduct this study hoping to achieve
my objective. That is to throw light on these jurisprudents and scholars to
obtain the same respect and regards which the leaders and chiefs of the
holly war have already been bestowed.

As for the method of research adopted in this study, I have
conducted it on the bases of the chronological order of events. I have also
considered the topical order. I tried to bring out the role played by the
jurisprudents and scholars in the events of the holly wars according to the
chronological order. This study comprises an introduction, five chapters
and a conclusion. The introduction includes the significance of the study
as regards the roles played by jurisprudents and scholars during this
period of Islamic holly war against the crusaders, in consideration of
their efforts, virtues and heroics in this field. Aslo, the introduction
includes a simplified idea about the holly war, in Islam, as regards its
concept and areas. Then there is an introduction of scholars and
jurisprudents; the concepts of a scholar, a jurisprudent and a judge. The
study introduction also includes a lay out and an analysis of the research
resources.

The first chapter is entitled «The Islamic Jehad (Holly War) against
the crusaders during the crusades movementy. It begins with an overview
of the state of the Islamic and Christian worlds before the first crusade
campaign reached the East. In so doing I have explained the state of the
Eurpean society before the call for the crusades. I also explained the state
of the Islamic. Powers as regards their separation and disunity which
attracted the attention of the crusaders who seized the opportunity to
start their march on the area. I then have given an account of the first
crusade compaign on «Sham» (the area which comprises Syria, Lebanon,
Palistine and Jordan), the establishment the four crusade states, the
reaction of the Fatemi and Abbasi caliphates concerning the holly war
against the crusaders, and the weakness of the Abbasi caliphate, due to
the Saljuki irresistable influence which resulted in the Abbasis’ failure to
perform the expected role; to lead the holly wars against the crusaders. I
dealt with the situation of the Fatemi caliphate as regards the crusade
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invasion, explaining that the Fatemis did not recognise the danger and
intentions of the crusaders, at the begining. When the crusaders’
intentions have been revealed the Fatemi minister «Al-Afdhal» tried to
stop the crusade march on «Sham» by launching three campaigns which
failed in doing so. Consequently the crasaders overran all the Fatemi
terrotories in «Sham».

I threw light at the Jehad (contribution in the holly war) of the first
leaders against the crusaders since their first landing on Sham and the
end of the rule of the Zenki family (492-569H. 1-89-1174). 1 explained
that the idea of Islamic Jehad has emerged of the area of «Jazerah» (The
Island). So I dealt with the roles of Prince Karpogha the ruler of Mausel,
Shams Ad-Din Jakramash of Mawsel, Sakman Ben Artak of Keiva,
Sharaf Al-Dawla Maudoud of Mawsel, Nejem Ad-Din Eligazi and
Eksiker.

Al-Borsuki. I also accounted for the role played by Bulk Ben Bahram
Al-Artuki in the holly war. The role of Thahir Ed-Din Toghtekin, the
ruler of Damascus has also been ligh-lighted. The roles of Emad Ed-Din
Zenki and his son Nour Ed-Din Mahmoud in unifying the Islamic front
before engaging in the war against the crusaders and in the actual combat
and restoring the state of Al-Raha in 539H. -1144A.D., were discussed. I
discussed the situation of Nour El-Din Mahmoud as regards the
deteriorated situations of the Fatemis in Egypt and the compaigns
which he sent to Egypt under the leadership of Asad Ed-Din Sherkouh
and his nephew Salah Ed-Din Yousef Ben Ayoub. These compaigns
resulted in the termination of the Fatemi caliphate in Egypt and the full
control of Salah Ed-Din Al-ayoubi over Egypt.

In this chapter I gave an account of the Islamic holly war against the
crusaders during the Ayoubi era; (569-648H. -1174-1250A.D.) In this
respect 1 discussed the role of Salah Ed-Din in the holly war and his
efforts in unifying the Islamic powers in Egypt and «Sham» into one
front. After Salah Ed-Din, his brother Al-Adel Ayoub continued his
efforts in the holly war. I discussed the role of king Mohamad Al-Kamel
in fighting against the fifth crusade campaign in 615H. -1218A.D. on
Damietta, and the sixth campaign led by the Emperor Fredrick the
second in 625H. -1228A.D., when Jerusalim has been surrenderd to the
crusaders according to the Yafah treaty in 627H. -1229A.D., have aslo
discussed the efforts of Nejm El-Din Ayoub in the Islamic holly war
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against the crusaders and his alliance with the Khwarizemis and the
restoration of Jerusalim in 642H. -1244A.D. Also Nejm El-Din’s efforts
as regards the seventh compaign led by Louis the nineth, king of France
in 645H. -1248A.D. were also discussed.

Then, I turned to the Islamic Jehad (holly war) during the era of the
Sultans of «Mamlouks», until the end of the crusade movement in 642H.
-1244A.D. In so doing I highlighted the efforts of the Sultans Thaher
Beibers, Al-Mansour Qalawoon, and Al-Ashraf Khalili in fighting the
crusaders until the fall of Akka, the last crusade base in «Sham» in 690H.
-1291A.D.

The second chapter is entitled «The roles of the Jurisprudents and
Scholars since the first crusade campaign on Sham until the battle of
Hettin (491-583H. -1097-1186A.D.). I have discussed the rejection of the
Moslem Jurisprudents and scholasrs of the crusade invasion, and their
roles in stimulating people’s enthusiasm to fight. I have discussed their
situation as regards Antakia and Jerusalim. I have also talked about the
Jurisprudents and scholars who martyred in Jerusalim in 492H. -
1098A.D., the reaction to the massacres in Jerusalem to Bagdad. I
dealt with the Abbasi Capiph’s reaction to the news of the massacres.

In this chapter, I also exposed the role of the Moslem jurisprudents
and scholars in removing sources and reasons of dissension in the
Salgouki family as a preliminary step towards Islamic unity. I then talked
about the judge Fakhr El-Din Ben Ammar, judge of Trippolli and his
efforts in the fight against the crusaders until the fall of Trippolli in their
hands in 502H. -1108A.D. I dealt with the situation of the jurisprudents
and scholars’ situations and view points as regards the alliance of some
Moslem rulers with the crusaders which had resulted in disturbance,
confusion and disunity among Moslems.

I also have highlighted in this chapter some examples of the
jurisprudents and scholrs’ situations and efforts during this era, including
the role of the judge of Seida in 504H. -1110A.D. in preventing the blood
shed during the crusaders’ siege of the city, the fall of the city and its
effect on the jurisprudents, in Baghdad. I also talked about the role of
one of the Sheikhs in Trippolli in the termination of the crusaders’ siege
of Sour in 505H. -111A.D. and the efforts of the judge Abou Al-Fadhl
Al-Khashshab in Halab.
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In this chapter I also discussed the viewpoints and situations of the
jurisprudents and scholars as regards the cooperation between some
Moslem rulers and the Ismaelia party. I accounted for the efforts and
roles of the jurisprudents and scholars during the reign of Emad E!l-Din
Zenki, Nour El-Din Mahmoud and Salah El-Din Al-Ayoubi until the
battle of Hettein. This chapter is concluded with a study of the social
recognition of situation and status of the jurisprudents and scholars
during the era of the reign of the Zenki family and Salah El-Din.

The third chapter is entitled «The efforts of the jurisprudents and
scholars in the holly war against the crusaders until the termination of the
crusade movement in 690H. -1291A.D. I, here, dealt with the
participation of the jurisprudents and scholars in the holly war against
the crusaders, after the battle of Hettein, in Akka and Jerusalim. I
explained their efforts in Jerusalem after the restoration of the city, their
support for Salah El-Din during the restoration ot the coastal cities from
the crusaders and their roles in terminating the languidity in the holly war
which occured after the restoration of Jerusalim. I also talked about their
efforts during the siege of the crusaders for Akka on the third crusade
compaign. I dealt with the relationship between the jurisprudents and
scholars and the members if the Ayoubi family after the death of Salah
El-Din and its effect on the holly war against the crusaders. I then dealt
with their efforts as regards the fifth crusade campaign on Damietta in
615H. -1218A.D. I explained the situation of king Al-Kamel Mohamed
as regards the sixth crusade compaign under the leadership of the
German Emperor Fredrich the second. I accounted for the disapproval
of the jurisprudents and scholars for king Al-Kamels’ handing Jerusalim
over the crusaders «The Emperor». I also dealt with the jurisprudents
and scholars’ roles in terminating disputes among the members of the
ruling Ayoubi family in Egypt and Sham, and their efforts and reactions
to the seventh crusade campaign led by king Louis the nineth, king of
France in 645H. -1248A.D.

I then traced the jurisprudents and scholars’ efforts against the
crusaders during the «Mamlouki» era. In so doing I threw light on their
role in the reconcilation among the leaders and chiefs of the Moslems in
Egypt and Sham. I then exposed the dangers of the Mongolian presence
in Sham to the jurisprudents and shcolers’ holly war against the
crusaders. 1 then talked about their participation in the campagins of
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Sultan Thaher Beibers on the crusaders’ castles in Sham. I then
accounted for their jehad (holly war) during the reign of king Al-
Mansour Qalawoun, and their role in the restoration of Akka and the
rest of the crusade castles during the reign of Sultan Al-Ashraf Khalil
Ben Qalawoun in 690H. -1291A.D.

The fourth and last chapter in this study is entitled «A comparison
between the roles of the Moslem jurisprudents and scholars in the Islamic
Near East, and the roles of the Christian clergymen in the European West
in the crusades». In this chapter I studied the speech delivered by Pope
Orban the second in the conference of Klerut in 488H. -1095A.D. and its
effects on the christians who participated in the first crusade compaign.
The Abbasi and Fatemi caliphates, as a result of the prevailign political
cirumstances during this era, did not recognize how dangerous the
crusades campaigns could be. All sects of the ordinary Moslems bravely
defended their countries. The jurisprudents and scholards were among
the defendents to encourgae Moslems to fight against the invaders. I also
traced the efforts of Efreimar the Patriarch of Jerusalim in enhancing.

The christians of Jerusalim to help Buldwin the first to fight the third
Fatemi campaign in 498H. -1105A.D. As a result, Buldwing and
Efreimar’s efforts proved to be successful and the crusaders won victory
over the Fatemi troops and so put an end to the last attempt performed
by the Fatemi caliphate to restore Palistine from the hands of the
crusaders. I explained that in this respect I could not find in the writings
of the contemporary Moslem historians any indications to the
jurisperudents and scholars’s roles in these events. I discussed the
reasons.

I Then dealt with the situations of the christian clergymen as regards
the second crusade campaign on the East in 543H. -1148A.D. I explained
the role of Pope Euginius the third in this camaign and the role of St.
Bernard in the call for launching this campaign. I then explained the
efforts of the Moslem jurisprudents and scholars in fighting this
campaign and their heroic deeds in the fight until the campaign was
defeated and the crusade troops were withdawn to Europe.

I Studied the roles of the christian clergymen in the third crusade
campaign (585-588H. -1189-1192A.D.) on Akka, especially the role of
Pope Gregouri the eighth to establish reasons for the launching of this
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campaign on to the East. I also explained the roles of Pope Clemint the
third and Gosias the Archbishop of Sour in launching the third crusade
campaign. 1 talked about the enthusiasm of the monks who left
monastries to accompany the crusade troops to the East. I also talked
about efforts of the Moslem jurisprudents and scholars in stirring the
enthusiam of the Moslem fighters until the termination of this campaign
with the agreement of Al-Ramla in 588H. -1192A.D.

I studied the situation of Balgoius, the Papal delegate as regards the
developments of the fifth crusade campaign on Damietta in 615H. -
1218A.D. and the Islamic reaction. I highilighted the Moslem
jurisprudents and scholars’ reactions to the massacres which the
crusaders committed in Damietta during this campaign. I accounted
for the efforts of Sabt Ben Al-Juzy in enhancing the Moslems in Sham to
help their brotheren in Egypt, and his efforts in the reunion of the sons of
king Al-Adel, and so they could defeat the crusaders in Damietta.

I dealt also in this chapter with the situation of the papacy as regards
the efforts of Empror Fredrich the second in the sixth crusade sampaign
in 625-626H. -1228-1229A.D. I accounted for the strong opposition of
the christian clergymen on the ome hard, and that of the Moslem
jurisprudents and scholars, on the other, to the Yafa treaty between
Empror Fredrich the second and king Al-Kamel Mohamad Ben Al-Adel
in 627H. -1220A.D., on the bases of which, the king surrendered
Jerusalim to the crusaders. I discussed the situation of the Papacy as
regards the consequences of the campaign led by Fredrich the second.
Then I pursued the jurisprudents and scholars’ reaction to the surrender
of Jerusalim to the crusaders. This chapter is concluded with a study of
the role of St. Louis in the seventh crusade campaign on Mansoura in
646H. -1248A.D. and its effect on the Moslem Jurisprudents and
scholars.

The study is concluded with the conclusions which I could drew from
this research. At the end of this study there is a list of the Arabic, foreign,
hand written, and printed resources on which I depended in the process
of collecting the relevant historical data.

I pry God for help, thanks and praise be to God the Almighty, and
Peace be upon Prophit Mohamad, the last of God’d Proghits.
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