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REV. W. H. T. GAIRDNER 253

reaping most of the harvest sown by the Ethiopianism of
y.

This rapid preliminary survey assures us, then, that even.
from the view-point of a modern movement, the Moham.
medan problem s practically co-extensive with the whale world
of Islam.  And may I not, n this great Conference, make yet
one more preliminary remark  Ths problem of Islam is one
which we simply cannot averlook—not cven 1n the face of the
indescribably urgent situations facing us in the Far Gast,
And this, first, because Fslam 13 ar our doors , lilum the (ar.
flung Narth Alncan coast it {ronts Europe, aciually touching
it, 30 to 1peik, at either end of the Meditertancan, —at the
Pillars of Hercules and at Constanunople.  And secondly,
because it is 2 centeal probicm also. Think of that cnormous
central block of solid Mohammedanism from Northem
Africa into Western and Central Asiat  Like an iminovable
,wedge, it keeps the Chnstian West .from the pagan or
beathen Last; and I would have you recollect, Fathers and
Brethren, that even were our Japanese, our Korean and
Manchuruan, our Chinese, our Indian problems solved, their
prescnt crises happily met and surmounted, and a Christian
Far East added to the Catholic Church; that great centeal un-
sympathetic, alien, and hostile wedge wot:ld cut Eastern and
Western Christendom absolutely in half, keeping the twain
apart, insulating them from each other, aud exhibiting to
God and man not merely a seam, but a rent, from top to
bottam, in the seamiess robe of the great Catholic Church, —
of a bumanity wholly, but for Islam, won for Christ. Truly,
then, we cannot postpone the problem of Islam. It is a
problem of to-day, as we have seen.  Let the same “ to-day,”
then, be the day of solution and salvation.

My task anY privilege then this evening is to seek to unfold
to you, representatives of the Church militant in all the earth,
the situation as it is to-day, in view of the modemn or modem-
ist movements within Islam; out object being unitedly to
take measures, to the utmost extent of the resources at oug
disposal, by which the situation thus reatised may be met.
Aad this last sentence reminds us that “ the resources at our

disposal ” is a phrase capable of two intespresations, and that
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