. Chapter Two

AT-TAWHEED (THE ONENESS OF GOD)

What is Tawheed?

Tawheed involves three elements:
1- Tawheed is to believe that there is no god worthy of worship except
Allah.
2- Ad to obey God and behave as He has commanded.
3- And to worship Him and to serve Him as His Messenger explained.

We will discuss the following concepts
1- Tawheed involves worshipping Allah as our Lord, and as our
God and to worship Him as He described Himself in attributes
of perfection.
2- Tawheed is the cornerstone of Islam.
3- Tawheed is the message of all the Prophets.
4- The rewards of worshipping Allah alone.

Worshipping Allah our Lord (Tawheed ar-rubobeyya)

Allah provides for us and He has control over our life. As our Lord He
created us, provides for us, guides us and has full control over us:
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Glorify the name of thy Guardian-Lord Most High,
Al-A’la 87 : 1
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Who hath created, and further, given order and proportion;
Al-A’la 87 : 2

¥

(¥ 2 e 1] & 729 o 0gd 535 ol B

Who hath ordained laws. And granted guidance;
Al-A’la 87 :3
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Say: "Who is it that sustains you (in life) from the sky and from the earth?
Or who is it that has power over hearing and sight? And who is it that brings
out the living from the dead and the dead from the living? And who is it that
rules and regulates all affairs?" They will soon say, "Allah." Say, "Will ye
not then show piety (to Him)?"

Yunus 10 : 31

These verses describe certain attributes of God:
e God is the Creator
God has given us our form and structure and the ability to function
God wills and His design and plan is wise
God guides to His way
God controls life and death
God provides for His creatures

Allah also is our God

If we admit that Allah is our Creator who provides for us and guides us and
takes care of us then we should be willing to obey Him and worship Him.
That is why the Qur’an uses these two attributes of Allah interchangeably:

30



K Uz 30 Q,QLEB;JJ&&) ,»\Ju_nv (..ﬁ)‘a&lv_é:.l b
(Vo1 sl € 150 ) o (o

That is Allah, your Lord! There is no god but He, the Creator of all things;
then worship ye Him; and He hath power to dispose of all affairs.
Al-An’am 6 : 102

The Pagan Arabs had no problem admitting to Allah as the Lord who
created the heavens and the earth and created mankind:

€3 Sl el gals yad (N ol N Bl e gl oy §
[4:0 5]
If thou wert to question them, 'Who created the heavens and the earth?’
They would be sure to reply. 'They were created by (Him), the Exalted in

Power, full of Knowledge'"
Az-Zukhruftf 43 : 9

i T 05y B 2, s L oy

If thou ask them, Who created them, they will certainly say, Allah: how
then are they deluded away (from the Truth)?
Az-Zukhruff 43 : 87

What the Pagan Arabs objected to and were not willing to accept is
obedience to Allah, accepting their responsibility and their obligation to
change the way they live their life.

But this i1s exactly the meaning of Tawheed: That we are accountable to
Allah, and that we must obey His orders. Just saying: “We believe in God*
without actually living our life as He has commanded is not worship, it is lip
service.

Worshipping Allah as He described Himself in beautiful names or
attributes of perfection (Tawheed Al-Asma’a)

We should not think of Allah in human terms, but as He described Himself
in the Qur’an in attributes of perfection, and as His messenger described
Him:
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The most beautiful names belong to Allah: so call on Him by them; but
shun such men as use profanity in His names: for what they do, they will

soon be requited.
Al-Araf 7 : 180

Some of the names of Allah that gives us an idea about Him include:
Al-Ghafour : The One that forgives often

Ar-Raheem ; The One who is most merciful

Ar-Razzak : The one who provides

Al-Aleem : The One who knows what we reveal and what we hide
Al-Khaliq : The One who creates again and again

Malik Yawm Ad-Deen : The One who has full control on the Day of
Judgment and to whom we are accountable

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: (Do not think of the innate nature of
Allah, but think of His creation and His attributes)

Our ability to comprehend the nature of Allah is limited. The Qur’an
explains:
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That is Allah, your Lord! There is no god but He, the Creator of all things;
then worship ye Him; and He hath power to dispose of all affairs.
Al-Ana’m 6 : 102
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No vision can grasp Him. But His grasp is over all vision: He is above all
comprehension, yet is acquainted with all things.
Al-An’am 6 : 103
We learn from these two verses:
e Allah is the creator of all things
e He also takes care of everything
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o He is well aware and subtle
e We are not able to understand His nature

There is no one like Allah:

Say: He is Allah, the One and Only:
Al-lIkhlas 112 : 1

And there i1s none like unto Him.
Al-lIkhlas 112 : 4

How can we worship any one else but Allah?

The Qur’an addresses this question from different points:
1- Allah is our creator and provider
2- Look around you: everything bears witness of the existence of one
God
3- Look inside your own selves: you know that there is only one God
4- How can a human being be Divine?
5- If there were multiple gods they will argue and lord over one another

Allah is our creator and provider

If we understand that Allah created us, provides for us, guides us, forgives
our sins and has full control, how can we then worship anyone else? This
question was proposed by Prophet Abraham when he invited his father to
leave the idols that the father and his people worshipped:

P
P
‘.

T < L e N
[6V il % T Lo ae OF ):ul f}/bﬁ}&}.“&/“ é;f_sg ¥

(Also) mention in the Book (the story of) Abraham: he was a man of truth:
a prophet.
Marium 19 : 41

317 JE F

a] OENO PR I S SEAR W I FO P

G

U
AP
h:id

33



Behold, he said to his father: "O my father! why worship that which heareth
not, and seeth not and can profit thee nothing?
Marium 19 : 42

Z

3 Uyl bl e

)

T F22d

403 Sl G T g B G

Yy

(||.~

"O my father! to me hath come knowledge which hath not reached thee: so
follow me: I will guide thee to a Way that is even and straight.

Marium 19 : 43
Prophet Abraham asked his people how can they worship a god that cannot
harm them or benefit them, a god or an idol that they created themselves
with their own hands?
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(Abraham) said, "Do ye then worship, besides Allah, things that can neither
be of any good to you nor do you harm?
Al-Anbia’a 21 : 66
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"Fie upon you, and upon the things that ye worshlp besides Allah! Have ye
no sense?"...
Al-Anbia’a 21 : 67

And:
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And rehearse to them (something of) Abraham's story
Ash-Shura’a 26 : 69
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Behold, he said to his father and his people: "What worship ye?"
Ash-Shura’a 26 : 70
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They said: "We worship idols, and we remain constantly in attendance on

them."
Ash-Shura’a 26 : 71
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He said: "Do they listen to you when ye call (on them),
Ash-Shura’a 26 : 72
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"Or do you good or harm?"
Ash-Shura’a 26 : 73
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"He said: Do you worship that which you carved yourself. It is Allah who

has created you and your handiwork"
As-Safat 37:95-96

Look around you: everything in the universe bears witness that there is
only one God

Everything in the universe indicates the presence of a powerful wise creator
who has created order and harmony:
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Do they not look at the sky above them? How We have made it and
adorned it, and there are no flaws in it?

QaF50:6
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And the earth; We have spread it out, and set thereon mountains standing

firm, and produced therein every kind of beautiful growth (in pairs),
QaFs0:7
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To be observed and commemorated by every devotee turning (to Allah).
QaF50:8
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And We send down from the sky Rain charged with blessing, and We
produce therewith Gardens and Grain for harvests;

QaF50:9
And :
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And a Sign for them is the Night: We withdraw therefrom the Day, and
behold they are plunged in darkness;
Ya Sin 36 : 37
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And the sun runs its course for a period determined for it; that is the decree

of (Him), the Exalted in Might, the All-Knowing.
Ya Sin 36 : 38
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And the Moon, We have measured for it mansions (to traverse) till it
returns like the old (and withered) lower part of a date-stalk.
Ya Sin 36 : 39
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It is not permitted to the Sun to catch up the Moon, nor can the Night
outstrip the Day: each (just) swims along in (its own) orbit (according to
law). ‘

Ya Sin 36 : 40

And:
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Do they see nothing in the government of the heavens and the earth and all
that Allah hath created? (Do they not see) that it may well be that their term
is nigh drawing to an end? In what Message after this will they then

believe?
Al-Araf 7 : 185

Look at your own selves

When we are in distress who do we call on to help us but Allah?
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Or, who listens to the (soul) distressed when it calls on Him, and who
relieves its suffering, and makes you (mankind) inheritors of the earth? (Can
there be another) god besides Allah? Little it is that ye heed!
An-Naml 27 : 62
And:
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Say: "Think ye to yourselves, if there come upon you the Wrath of Allah, or
the Hour (that ye dread), would ye then call upon other than Allah? (Reply)
if ye are truthful!

Al-Ana’m 6 : 40
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"Nay, On Him would ye call, and if it be His Will, He would remove (the
distress) which occasioned your call upon Him, and ye would forget (the
false gods) which ye join with Him!"

Al-Ana’m 6 : 41

God told us that He will show us His signs around us as well as within our
own souls till we know the truth:
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Soon will We show them Our Signs in the (furthest) regions (of the earth),
and in their own souls, until it becomes manifest to them that this is the
Truth. Is it not enough that thy Lord doth witness all things?

Fusselat 41 : 53

Man was created in such a way that he knows his own creator. This is the
pure innate nature of mankind:
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So set thou thy face steadily and truly to the Faith: (establish) Allah's
handiwork according to the pattern on which He has made mankind: no
change (let there be) in the work (wrought) by Allah: that is the standard

Religion: but most among mankind understand not.
Ar-Rum 30 : 30
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Turn ye back in repentance to Him, and fear Him: establish regular prayers,
and be not ye among those who join gods with Allah,
Ar-Rum 30: 31
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God took a pledge from human beings when they were embryo and they did
bear witness that Allah is their Lord and creator:
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When thy Lord drew forth from the Children of Adam from their loins,
their descendants, and made them testify concerning themselves, (saying):
"Am I not your Lord (Who cherishes and sustains you)?" They said: "Yea!
we do testify!" (this), lest ye should say on the Day of Judgment: "Of this
we were never mindful."

Al-Araf 7 : 172

How can a human being be divine?

The Christians claim that Jesus (PBUH) is divine and is the son of God. He
came as a human being and died on the cross to atone for the sins of
mankind. They further claim that Jesus is one manifestation of God being
the second 1n a trinity consisting of the father, the son and the Holy Spirit.
The Qur’an emphasizes the human nature of Jesus and denies that he ever
claimed to be divine. The Qur’an further denies the trinity and clearly states
that there 1s only one God:
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They do blaspheme who say: "Allah is Christ the son of Mary." But said
Christ: "O Children of Israel'! Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord."
Whoever joins other gods with Allah, Allah will forbid him the Garden, and

the Fire will be his abode. There will for the wrong-doers be no one to help.
Al-Maeda S : 72
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They do blaspheme who say: Allah is one of three in a Trinity: for there is
no god except One God. If they desist not from their word (of blasphemy),
verily a grievous penalty will befall the blasphemers among them.

Al-Maeda 5 : 73

P

[V o.)..;\l\]o.é ;) )J)J}R.; AJJl) JM}MJ AUJ‘ J| NEBY T )bl%o

Why turn they not to Allah and seek His Forgiveness? For Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.
Al-Maeda 5 : 74
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Christ, the son of Mary, was no more than a Messenger; many were the
Messengers that passed away before him. His mother was a woman of truth.
They had both to eat their (daily) food. See how Allah doth make His Signs

clear to them; yet see in what ways they are deluded away from the truth!
Al-Maeda 5 : 75

And :
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Such (was) Jesus the son of Mary: (it is) a statement of truth, about which
they (vainly) dispute.
Marium 19 : 34
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It is not befitting to (the majesty of) Allah that He should beget a son. Glory
be to Him! when He determines a matter, He only says to it, "Be," and it 1s
|

Marium 19 : 35
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Verily Allah is my Lord and your Lord: Him therefore serve ye: this is a

way that is straight.

Marium 19 : 36
If there were multiple gods they would argue and lord over one another

And there would be chaos
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No son did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with Him: (if there were

many gods), behold, each god would have taken away what he had created
and some would have Lorded it over others! Glory to Allah! (He is free)

from the (sort of) things they attribute to Him!

Al-Mumenoun 23 : 91
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And:

22
41

¢
Say: if there had been (other) gods with Him, - as they say - behold, they
would certainly have sought out a way to the Lord of the Throne!
Al-Isra’a 17 : 42
And:
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If there were, in the heavens and the earth, other gods besides Allah, there
would have been confusion in both! But glory to Allah, the Lord of the
Throne: (High is He) above what they attribute to Him!

Al-Anbia’a 21 :



Worshipping and serving one God is the message of all the Prophets

The cornerstone of any divine message is to worship and serve the one and
only God: Allah. Such a message has been inspired to every prophet:
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Not a messenger did We send before thee without this inspiration sent by
Us to him: that there is no god but I; therefore worship and serve Me.
Al-Anbia’a 21 : 25

Such a message was the advice that Abraham and Jacob gave to their
children:
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And this was the Legacy that Abraham left to his sons, and so did Jacob; "O
my sons! Allah hath chosen the Faith for you; then die not except in the
state of submission (to Allah).

Al-Baqara 2 : 132
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Were ye witnesses when Death appeared before Jacob? Behold he said to
his sons: "What will ye worship after me?" They said: "We shall worship
thy God and the God of thy fathers, - of Abraham, Isma'il and [saac, - the
One (True) God: to Him we bow (in Islam)."

Al-Bagara 2 : 133
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The same message was given to Moses:
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"Verily, I am Allah: there 1s no god but [: so serve thou Me (only), and
establish regular prayer for celebrating My praise.
TaHa?20: 14

Jesus told the children of Israel to worship Allah his lord and their lord:
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"(I have come to you), to attest the Law which was before me. And to make
lawful to you part of what was (before) forbidden to you: I have come to
you with a Sign from your Lord. So fear Allah, and obey me.

Al-Imran 3 : 50
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"It is Allah Who is my Lord and your Lord; then worship Him. This is a
Way that is straight.”
Al-Imran 3 : 51

The rewards of Tawheed

1- To worship Allah alone with no partners is a pre-requisite for
our deeds to be accepted and for our sins to be forgiven:
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Allah forgiveth not that partners should be set up with Him; but He
forgiveth anything else, to whom He pleaseth; to set up partners with
Allah is to devise a sin most heinous indeed.

An-Nesa’a 4 : 48

And:
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Say: "I am but a man like yourselves, (but) the inspiration has come to
me, that your God is one God: whoever expects to meet his Lord, let
him work righteousness, and, in the worship of his Lord, admit no one
as partner.
Al-Kahf18:110

In contrast, if we worship others besides Allah, our deeds will fail and
we will be among the 1oserS‘
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But it has already been revealed to thee, - as it was to those before thee -
"If thou wert to join (gods with Allah), truly fruitless will be thy work
(in life), and thou wilt surely be in the ranks of those who lose (all
spiritual good)."
Az-Zumar 39 : 65

2- Only those who worship Allah alone will enter paradise:

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:

(Whoever dies in a state of worshipping Allah alone, he will enter paradise;
and whoever dies in a state of shirk (worshipping others besides Allah) he
will enter Hell)

Narrated by Muslim

3- If we are pure in worshipping Allah and do invoke others
besides Allah, we are then granted the intercession of prophet
Muhammad (PBUH):

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) when asked said:

(The one most happy with my intercession on the Day of Judgment is the
person who says: “There is no god except Allah” and such a person is
sincere and truthful in his heart and soul)

Narrated by Bokhari

* * *
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