. Chapter Four

HASTENING IN ALL GOOD DEEDS

Hastening in good deeds is a characteristic of those who believe,
because they understand their accountability to Allah and know what is
expected of them.

We will discuss the following concepts:

1-

2-

The Qur’an orders the believers to hasten in all good deeds and
to be foremost in doing good

It is better to do good and help others than to be acquiring
material wealth, for doing good leads to a better society
Hastening in good deeds is a characteristic of the believers

God’s prophets serve as our example in doing good

Allah rewards those who hasten in good deeds

The Qur’an orders the believers to hasten in all good deeds

The good deeds that we do in our life are what counts in our favor on the
Day of Judgment. The Qur’an reminds us that we will be tested and
tried, and that it is our duty to do good and compete in righteous deeds:
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To each among you have We prescribed a Law and an Open Way. If Allah
had so willed, He would have made you a single People, but (His plan is) to
test you in what He hath given you; so strive as in a race in all virtues. The
goal of you all is to Allah; it is He that will show you the truth of the matters
in which ye dispute;

Al-Maeda 5 : 48

What we should really compete in and hasten in doing are the good deeds
that allow us to achieve God’s forgiveness and His good pleasure. Such a
reward is attained only by those who are righteous and sincere:

ud&|up)Y|);w|up)’5L‘,‘a}9w))§Uquﬂu ||| L«;ﬁo

oy 2 2% pl

Jeadll 55 43 ;L..;u, il Al frad G 41“ AL T 2l

[V ] § (5 amlaa]

Be ye foremost (in seeking) Forgiveness from your Lord, and a Garden (of
Bliss), the width whereof is as the width of heaven and earth, prepared for
those who believe in Allah and His Messengers: that is the Grace of Allah,
which He bestows on whom He pleases: and Allah is the Lord of Grace
abounding.

Al-Hadeed 57 : 21

The Qur’an stresses the importance of safeguarding our prayers, especially
the middle prayer, which most scholars consider it to be the Asr prayer
(afternoon prayer):
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Guard strictly your (habit of) prayers, especially the Middle Prayer; and
stand before Allah in a devout (frame of mind).
Al-Baqgara 2 : 238
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Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) stressed the importance of praying early and
not delaying our prayers:

(Whoever leaves the Asr (aftemoon) prayer exposes himself to the loss and
failure of his deeds)

Narrated by Bokhari.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also explained that our reward for attending
Jumu’a prayer on Friday depends in part on how early or how late we go to
the mosque. When we go early we get a better reward compared to going
late after the Imam (leader in prayer) stands up to give his sermon (narrated
by Bokhari).

[t is better to do good and help others than to acquire material

wealth for our good deeds lead to a better society
Man by nature loves to accumulate wealth and to have power. Sometimes
he feels invincible and that his power will last for ever. He judges his
success according to material standards, and tends to forget his
accountability to Allah. Man forgets that his wealth and power will not help
him unless he does good and uses his influence to help others and improve
things.

In contrast, those who understand that this life is a test and trial keep this
goal in focus and hasten in all good deeds. They understand the importance
of doing good and of being grateful to God for His blessings by using God’s
blessings properly. The Qur’an orders prophet Dawood (David) and his
descendants to use God’s blessings properly and concludes that tew
understand their responsibility and obligation:
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We bestowed Grace aforetime on David from Ourselves: "O ye Mountains!
- sing ye back the Praises of Allah with him! and ye birds (also)! and We
made the iron soft for him;

SaBa34:10
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(Commanding), "Make thou coats of mail, balancing well the rings of chain
armour, and work ye righteousness; for be sure I see (clearly) all that ye do."
SA Ba 34 11
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And to Solomon (We made) the Wind (obedient): its early morning (stride)
was a month's (journey), and its evening (stride) was a month's (journey);
and We made a Font of molten brass to flow for him; and there were Jinns
that worked in front of him, by the leave of his Lord, and if any of them
turned aside from Our command, We made him taste of the Penalty of the
Blazing Fire.

Sa Ba34:12
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They worked for him as he desired, (making) Arches, Images, Basins, as
large as Reservoirs, and (cooking) Cauldrons fixed (in their places): "Work
ye, Sons of David, with thanks! but few of My servants are grateful!"
SABa34:13
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We are encouraged to do good and help those who are poor and needy and
those who need our help. When we see someone whom Allah has blessed
with money or knowledge our reaction should not be that of envy or ill
feelings or wishing that Allah may deprive him of such blessings. Rather
our reaction should be one of gratitude to Allah and praying to Him to guide
this person to use his wealth and knowledge appropriately in doing good.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us:

(You should not wish for Allah’s blessings or compete with others except in
two situations: One situation is a man whom Allah taught the Qur’an and
he recites it during the day and night and applies its guidelines in his life.
Another man said: “If Allah gives me the same blessing that He gave to this
person I will do the same good that he is doing”. The second situation is a
man whom Allah provided with wealth and he is spending it in charity.
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Another man said: “If Allah gives me what He gave this person, | will use
my money in charity* Narrated by Ahmad, Bokhart & Muslim.
We learn from this Hadeeth (saying of the prophet):
e The blessing of learning the Qur’an is a great blessing as long as we
apply the guidelines of the Qur’an in our life
e Wealth is another blessing from Allah if it is used properly to help
the poor and needy and help support worthy causes
e Competition in the Muslim community should be in righteous deeds
and not in showing oft our wealth or our knowledge. If our aim is to
help others with our money and knowledge then our good deeds are
acceptable and we get our due rewards from Allah. But if our motive
is rivalry and boasting then our deeds are not accepted by Allah and
we earn no reward. On the contrary, we eam the sins of our
arrogance and false pride. The Qur’an tells us:
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Know ye (all), that the life of this world is but play and amusement, pomp
and mutual boasting and multiplying, (in rivalry) among yourselves, riches
and children. Here is a similitude; how rain and the growth which it brings
forth, delight (the hearts of) the tillers: soon it withers; thou wilt see it grow
yellow; then it becomes dry and crumbles away. But in the Hereafter is a
Penalty severe (for the devotees of wrong). And Forgiveness from Allah and
(His) Good Pleasure (for the devotees of Allah). And what is the life of this
world, but goods and chattels of deception?
Al-Hadeed 57 : 20

The pleasures of this worldly life are transient and do not have any lasting
value. What endures and is better are the good deeds that we do with good
intention and proper motivation. Such deeds are handsomely rewarded by
God:
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Wealth and sons are allurements of the life of this world; but the things that
endure, Good Deeds, are best in the sight of thy Lord, as rewards, and best
as (the foundation for) hopes.

Al-Kahf 18 : 46

Hastening in good deeds is a characteristic of the believers

Those who understand their accountability to Allah understand the
importance of good deeds. Therefore, they are foremost in doing good.
Their hope is to gain the pleasure of Allah and that their good deeds are
acceptable to Him and will count in their favor. The Qur’an explains:
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Verily those who live in awe for fear of their Lord,;
Al-Mumenoun 23 : 57
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Those who believe in the Signs of their Lord;
Al-Mumenoun 23 : 58
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Those who join not (in worship) partners with their Lord;
Al-Mumenoun 23 : 59

P RN A & R LR S U W RN
[0l € (2) 05225 o U ol A28 048 151 Lo gl el 5
And those who dispense their charity with their hearts full of fear, because

they will return to their Lord,;
Al-Mumenoun 23 : 60
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It is these who hasten in every good work, and these who are foremost in

them.
Al-Mumenoun 23 : 61
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We learn from these verses:

e Those who fear their Lord understand their accountability to Him
and are motivated to hasten in all good deeds. In contrast, those who
deny their accountability do not see any urgent need to do good

e Those who are righteous seize every opportunity to thank God for
His blessings and express their gratitude to Him. They try their best,
yet they are fearful that their deeds may not be accepted because
they may have shortcomings or their intentions may not have been
pure.

Allah’s prophets serve as examples for us in hastening in all good deeds

Allah’s prophets applied God’s message in their life and serve as our
example of righteous behavior and good deeds. Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) never saved anything for himself or his family. He spent whatever
he had in charity and to help other Muslims. He was most generous during
the month of Ramadan. He is our example of devotion and service to God.
His prayer is legendary and his noble character, morals and righteous
behavior sets the standard for us in our life. The Qur’an praises his character
and morals:
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And thou (standest) on an exalted standard of character.
Al-Qalam 68 : 4

The Qur’an praises other prophets. An example is Zakareyya and Yahya:
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And (remember) Zakariya, when he cried to his Lord: "O my Lord! leave

me not without offspring, though Thou art the best of inheritors."
Al-Anbia’a 21 : 89
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So We listened to him: and We granted him Yahya: We cured his wife's
(barrenness) for him. These (three) were ever quick in emulation in good
works; they used to call on Us with love and reverence, and humble
themselves before Us.

Al-Anbia’a 21 : 90

Our reward for hastening in good deeds

Allah promises those who do good and hasten in all good deeds His
forgiveness and His paradise:
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Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a Garden
whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared
for the righteous.
Al-Imran 3 : 133
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Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who
restrain anger, and pardon (all) men; for Allah loves those who do good.
Al-Imran 3 : 134
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And those who, having done something to be ashamed of, or wronged their
- own souls, earnestly bring Allah to mind, and ask for forgiveness for their
sins; and who can forgive sins except Allah? And are never obstinate in
persisting knowingly in (the wrong) they have done.
Al-Imran 3 : 135
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For such the reward is forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens with rivers
flowing underneath; an eternal dwelling: how excellent a recompense for
those who work (and strive)!

Al-Imran 3 : 136

Those who do good. and who will receive God’s forgiveness and enter His
paradise possess the following characteristics:
e They control their anger and emotions
e They pardon and forgive the mistakes and shortcomings of others
e They seek God’s forgiveness for their own mistakes
e They are not arrogant, nor persist in their wrong-doing after they
realize their mistakes
e They spend in charity when times are good and when it is difficult to
do so
e They hasten in all good deeds and are foremost in doing good

Their reward is forgiveness of their sins and God’s paradise

People behave differently depending on the strength of their faith and
commitment and how they understand their accountability to God. Some are
devoted and committed, and spare no effort in doing all kinds of good
deeds. Others will do a good deed every now and then. Still, others do not
care and let many opportunities slip past them. They fail to understand the
importance of helping others who need their help for the sake of God. They
only help if it means a certain material gain for them. The Qur’an describes
these three different types of people‘
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Then We have given the Book for inheritance to such of Our servants as We
have chosen: but there are among them some who wrong their own souls;
some who follow a middle course; and some who are, by Allah's leave,
foremost in good deeds; that is the highest Grace.
Fatir 35 : 32

Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) said: (This group of (righteous)
people who are foremost in good deeds will enter paradise with no
accountability).
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