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The father returned home with his son Ahmed after praying the noon prayer in the
mosque. The bill rang, then Ahmed's young sister Jasmine opened the door to her
father. After giving her his best regards to Jasmine, the father asked her about her
mother. She told him that she is in the living room finishing the prayer. The father,
Ahmed and Jasmine went to the living room, and they talked together a nice talk about
the reward of the prayer, the second pillar of the five pillars of Islkam, and it is the first
‘thing that Allah Ta'alah punish the human being about it in the Judgment day. '

S,
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said:

 The father looked to his children Ahmed and Jasmine and
abide by praying, because the prayer marks the muslim from the disbeliever. The
human who doesn't pray and deny praying as a pillar of the five pillars of Islam is
a disbeliever. Then Ahmed replied: "Indeed my father, as our prophet Muhammad

(peace-be-upon-him) said: "What distinguishes muslim from disbeliever is leaving the
salat’ (Muslim) '
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The mother smiled and said: "very good, Ahmed but you have to know the difference
between the one who denies praying and the one who is lazy and busy from performing
it. The one who denies performing prayers is disbeliever while the one who is lazy and
busy is disobedient to Allah Ta'alah and his prophet Mohammad (peace-be-upon-him),
and Allah Ta'alah will punish him in the Judgment day for his negligence and ignoring
performing prayers, because the best acts of worships that Allah loves is performing

the prayers in its specified times.
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"Yes, my mother" Jasmine said, then she added: "Allah the Great and almighty
imposed five prayers upon muslims namely; Dawn prayer (two raka'at), Noon prayer
(four raka'at), Afternoon prayer (four raka'at), Sunset prayer (three raka'at), Late evening
prayer (four raka't). The muslim has to perform prayers when he reached seven years
old.
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The father was happy with his daughters' talk and told her: "very good Jasmine, of
course that performing prayer couldn't be valid without ablution. After excreting the
muslim perform ablution by: washing hands thrice, washing mouth thrice, washing
nostrils thrice, washing face thrice, washing right and left forearm thrice, wiping scalp
and napping of neck and then ears once, and washing right and left foot thrice.

7



> Jods o ety ol 1 el € i o15¥1 ¢ Ladug U0 alpus S¥ ST o3

-
Fa—y

Logolodw dleg Jody aSld /S Ao g BS0all A [ 1S %1 G351 Jehi Lo Ko

- - =

- -

af e i85 A1 Jodu) Al BMAY f3¥1 Koy eliwall Coniig Lo AL §1 558 %5 Jo X"

-
-~ - -~

Then the father continued his talk, and said: "When the muslim hears the call to
prayer , he hastens to the mosque. It preferred to repeat what the muezzin (the one
who calls for prayers) says except when the muezzin says "Come to prayer, come to
prosperity", the muslim says after hearig them: "There is no power except in Allah".
~ Also it preferred for the muslim to pray upon the prophet Muhammad.
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Ahmed thought a little bit then said: "I have a question my father ... What.is the
conditions of the valid prayer? The father smiled and looked to Ahmed saying: "Very
good question, my dear son; the conditions of the valid prayer are:

*To pray in the specified times of praying.
* Purification; as the prophet Muhammad (peace-be-upon-him) said: "No prayer is
valid without purification”

*The muslim has to be direct to the Keblat (Pray towards the Ka'aba).
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"Do you know that the prayer has eleven pillars?" the mother asked; Ahmed answered:
"Yes, mother, and the first pillar is the intention, which means that the muslim intends to
perform the prayer and there is no tradition said that it must be announced, because
the intention comes from the heart. The second pillar is saying Allah is great in the
beginning of the prayer.
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The father looked to his daughter Jasmine and told her: "Tell us what is the third pillar
of performing prayer, Jasmine?", Jasmine answered: "The third pillar is standing, which
means that the muslim has to stand during performing the prayer, and he could pray
while he is setting down or in bed if he suffers from a disease or any reason prevent him
from standing, also he could pray in any condition he could perform prayer in it, as the
prophet Muhammed (peace-be-upon-him) said: "Stand while praying, if you can't sit
down and if you can't pray aside" (Bukhari)

n
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"Allah bless you my daughter’ .... The mother said, then she continued: "l will tell you
about the fourth pillar of performing prayers which is reading Suratul Fatiha in every
raka'at; as the prophet Muhammad (peace-be-upon-him) said: " Whoever does not
recite Al-Fatiha in his prayer, his prayer is invalid." (the group) and if the muslim get the
Imam (prayer leader) before finishing his raka'at he has to say "Allah hears those who
thank him" and it will be as he perform one raka'at.
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“I will not leave you talk about the pillars of performing the prayer without telling
you one of these pillars" The father said. The mother replied: "Then tell us about the
fifth pillar of performing prayer, my dear husband" The father said: "The bowing, which
means that the muslim bows, extends his back straight foreword, hold his knees and
his head is in the level of his back. The muslim has to say while bowing: "Glory be to
my Allah the great" thrice.
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Ahmed looked to his sister Jasmine and said: "Do you know Jasmine that the sixth
pillar of praying is standing after bowing?". "Yes, | know my brother'... Jasmine answered,
then she added " and | know that standing after bowing means that the muslim has to
stand after bowing and says: "Allah hears those who thanks him" if he is praying alone,
but if he is praying in group , he hears to the Imam and then replies "Thanks for Allah".
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“I think that your mother wants to tell us about the seventh pillar of prayer" the father
said: "yes, it is prostration as our prophet Muhammed (peace-be-upon-him) clarified to
us the correct form of it in his tradition: "Allah ordered me to bow down on seven, then
he pointed at his nose, hands, knees and the fingertips of his foot. (agreed). While
prostration the muslim says "Glory be to Allah the most high" thrice, and every raka'at
contains two prostrations.
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In this moment, the father said: "Very good Ahmed and | will tell you about the
eighth and ninth pillar of the prayer which are: standing from prostration and sitting
down between each prostration, and after finishing this prostration, the muslim stands
up another time to start the second raka'at, and he continue doing that fill he finish
his prayer.
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"And now comes my turn 10 1e|| you thatl know the 1enth pI“CII' of ihe prqyer“
Jasmine said, then the father answered: "Then tell us about it my daughter". Jqsmlne
said: "It is the middle and last Tashahhud. The middle Tashahhud comes after the
second raka'at as in the quadruple prayers like (noon prayer, afternoon prayer and
evening prayer) or the tripartite prayers like sunset prayer, and the last Tashahhud
comes at the end of every prayer.
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"Who can tell us what the muslim says in the middle Tashahhud" the father asked.
Ahmed and Jasmine answered together "l can tell you .... | can tell you" The father
looked to Ahmed and said "Tell us Ahmed and Jasmines' turn will come after you.
Ahmed said " The muslim says in the middle Tashahhud: "Greetings are for Allah and
all prayers Peace be upon you O Prophet and the mercy of Allah and his blessing.
Peace be upon us and on the right-acting salves of Allah.l bear witnhess that there is
no God except Allah and | bear withess that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah".

18
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Jasmine said: "Now comes my turn my father, The father replied: "What do you want
to tell us Jasmine?" Jasmine answered: "‘The muslim who performs prayer says in the last
Tashahhud what he says in the middle one, but he adds: "O Allah bless Muhammad
and the family of Muhammad, as you blessed Ibrahim and the family of lbrahim. In all
the worlds surely You are praiseworthy, Glorious. O Allah, give Muhammad the blessing
and the family of Muhammad, as You gave Ibrahim the blessing and the family of
Ibrahim. In the worlds surely You are praiseworthy, Glorious".

19
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The mother commented with joy "Allah bless you my children. You know the middle
and last Tashahhud well", then she continued: "Now | will tell you about the last pillar
of the prayer which is prayer-end greeting (Al-taslim), which means that the muslim
who prays looks right and says: Peace be upon you and the mercy of Allah, then he
looks left and says: Peace be upon you and the mercy of Allah. The first prayer-end
greeting is obligatory, while the second one is Sunnah.
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"But what about the Sunnan of the prayer my father' Ahmed asked, then the father
answered "My dear children.. the muslim prays with the five obligatory prayers another
prayers called sunnan divided into: confirmed sunnan (which our prophet Muhammad
peace-be-upon-him was persisting in doing them) ,and non-confirmed sunnan (which
our prophet Muhammad peace-be-upon-him was not persisting in doing them, which
means that he was not permanently doing them).

21
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"I will tell you a tradition clarifying to you the confirmed sunnan' the mother said,
then Ahmed asked "What is this tradition my mother?", the mother answered: "Our
prophet Muhammad (peace-be-upon-him) said: " A house will be built in Paradise,
for anyone who prays in a day and a night twelve rak'ahs: four before the noon prayer
and two after it, two after the sunset prayer, two after the evening prayer and two
before the dawn prayer" (Al-tormozy)
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The father smiled and answered: "Who know the non-confirmed sunnan?" Jasmine
answered "The non-confirmed sunnan are two raka'at or four before the afternoon
prayer, two raka'at before the sunset prayer and two raka't before the evening prayer
because the prophet Muhammad (peace-be-upon-him) said: " There Is between the
two calls (Adhan and Igama) a prayer. And he mentioned it three times, and at the
third time he said: This applies to those who wish to do it". (the group).
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"We will not finish our talk before telling you about the reward of the group prayer"
the father said, then he added "the muslim has to keen on performing the group
prayer because it is better than the single prayer by twenty seven degrees (agreed)
and the best prayer which the muslim has to perform it in group is the Friday prayer
because it is the best day of the week."Praise be to Allah for creating muslims", the mother
said. All the family said "Praise be to Allah for being muslim". The father and the mother
kissed their children, then Ahmed and Jasmine went fo their rooms to do their homework.
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