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The winter evening settles
With smell of steaks in passageways
Six o’clock .

The burnt —out ends of smoky days
And now a gusty shower wraps
The grimy scraps

Of withered leaves about your feet

And newspapers from vacant lots
The showers beat

On broken blinds and chimney-pots
And at the corner of the street

A lonely cap-horse steams and stamps.

And then the lighting of the lamps.
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After the torchlight red on sweaty faces

After the frosty silence in the gardens

After the agony in stony places

The shouting and the crying

Prison and palace and reverberation

Of thunder of spring over distant mountains

He who was hving is now dead
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Blind as the nineteen hundred and forty nails
Upon the Cross.
Yl syl g Blomdy AT Jio cosd
ekl g o
Still falls the Rain
At the feet of the Starved Man hung upon the Cross.
Christ that each day, each night, nails there, have mercy on us

On Dives and on Lazarus:
Under the Rain the sore and the gold are as one.
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See, see where Christ's blood streames in the firmament:
It flows from the Brow we nailed upon the tree
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Phlelbas the Phoenician, a fortnight dead,
Forget the cry of gulls, and the deep sea swell
And the profit and loss.
A current under sea

Picked his bones in whispers.As he rose and fell
He passed the stages oh his age and youth
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But Gold shall be the Blood
Of the world — Brute gold cond ensed to the primal Essence
Has the Texture Smell , warmth, Colour Of Blood
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@ Edith Sitwell, The shadow of cain, published by J. Lehmann, London 1947, reprinted
Published by Folcroft Library Editions in Folcroft, 1977, p:220 .
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" Lazarus, For all love we knew the great sun's kiss on the love
lless cheek "®
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“The agony of Gold
Is hushed..... when the last Judas — Kiss
Has Diedupon The cheek of the surved man Christ @
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And Through the works of death
Dust's alidity , is heard. The sound of mounting sapslike —
monstrons bull — Voices of anseep Fearful Mimes
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Les mouches bourdonnaient sur ce ventre putride,
D’ou sortaient de noirs bataillons

De larves, qui coulaient comme un épais liquide
Le long de ces vivants haillons.

Tout cela descendait, montait comme une vague
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That corpse you planted last year in your garden,
Has it begun to sprout? Will it bloom this year?
Or has the sudden frost disturbed its bed?
Oh keep the Dog far hence ,that’s friend to men,
Or with his nail he will dig it up again!®
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