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Abstract

This study aims to find the philosophical concept of Islamic architecture thought and
search beyond the shape for the essence and content of thought which directs the architect
to form architectural spaces and apply it to the Mamluk period in an attempt to read
religious spaces in that age.

Architecture and Arts in its Islamic content have showed Islamic teachings in adirect way
and another spiritual one which enabled the reader to devise the feeling of visual and
physicist communication , whether this was in architectural spaces or decorations. Each
font of these decorations carries a distinctive spiritual dimension serving its function
effectively and motivates seer's mind to contemplate .We can discern the link between
architecture and philosophy when trying to read the hidden philosophy beyond the Islamic
architecture , or to read what the architecture reflects from philosophy and intellectual or
spiritual visions derived mainly from Islamic as divine revelation . This philosophy
illustrates the core of meaning in Muslims' architecture ,explains the meaning of space ,
formation and balance between functions and spiritualties aiming to serve the Islamic
society within the intellectual scope adopted by Islam.

And concerning systems architecture , it is based on organizing law and its details are
formation , architectural ,structural and decorative ones .it's architecture in which this
essence associated with absolute .. with unlimited universe ,in which the absolute is linked
to relative . The Islamic architecture ,through the systems as we see ,is like tones sung by
skilled architects ,who compose ,through their harmonious rhythms, a lasting symphony a
long as the organizing law is from time immemorial and for all eternity.

Muslim architect had tried hard the extrapolation of law and harmony with its rhythms.

These systems are the basis of philosophical concept regarding Islamic architecture
thought ,like intellectual system from which emerged the functional pragmatic philosophy
,ideological spiritual philosophy ,universal philosophy and organic philosophy .There is
also a geometric system from which emerged the abstract philosophy and a symbolic
system from which emerged the symbolic philosophy .

The intellectual system of Islamic architecture thought was realized in the spiritual
philosophy inspired from the doctrine as a basis of architectural formation . Muslim
architect had sought to find a suitable architecture for receiver's psychological quietness.

Systems architecture was achieved through abstract philosophy , as abstraction in Islamic
architecture is characterized by awareness and foresight from Muslim architect as well as
his efficiency in grasp the essence of things .Formation is not an end in its self as much as
it is away to contain the essence .The geometric system here is the law governing the
creative process to achieve formation's aim.

And symbolic philosophy in striping phenomena and search beyond forms of eternal laws
and different expressions and meanings carried by these forms .The study has shown
interest in the search for the philosophy of Architectural Thought for religious spaces in the
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Mamluk period because it's the golden age in Islamic architecture history in Egypt . The
elimination of Shia was the main reason behind the establishment of Sunni religious
institutions in the era of the Ayyubid and then Mamluk.

Among the reasons was the keenness of the sultans and Mamluk princes to appear as
religion protectors and the Sunni faith ,So as enable them to take care of their past ,which
has been linked to slavery. As well as the keenness of the Mamluk who are strangers about
the culture and the Arabic language on manifestation of fans for the culture and the Arabic
language and particularly after the end of major external threats represented by the
Crusaders and the Mongols which provided an opportunity for first Mamluk sultans to be
uprooted from their subjects, and the whole Islamic world a recognition that they are the
protectors of Islam.

When these risks found it necessary especially in the era of the Garkasi to establish
intensively of religious facilities and be closer to scientists and to make up for their sense
of inferiority .This means that the Mamluks tried to subdue the religion to strengthen their
political position .Therefore Mamluk period witnessed unrivalled religious activity ,there is
no stronger than the religious feelings that can be exploited on the basis that the Mamluks
are keen to perform rituals of religion to through establishing religious facilities and the
appearance of piety which made the public turn a blind eye in the search over the eligibility
of the current throne's Sultan .This matter reveals that the goal was political in the first
place and it's the engine of this religious sentiment which reflected in the large number of
religious facilities in the Mamluk era .

Mamluk's character combined several contractions which participate significantly in
creating their own philosophy .

Their structures influenced by the contraction between growth in poverty and deprivation
and what they have attained from prestige ,money and power . This was manifested in
organic and environmental antibiosis between the external environmental antibiosis
between the external environment ( their first life in harsh military environment )and the
internal environment of vacuum ( paradise ,luxury and their promised dream ) so this was
extremely clear in internal decoration.

Also nostalgia for the emptiness and extension of the optical vision to the sky made them
keen on having open courtyard on the sky .there was also likening between the sanctity of
what they have harem and the sanctity of the mosque .This was clear in using decorative
forms of pediments above the entrance and they are the same forms used in the main
entrances of mosques . Their use of precious design was a result of their feeling of conceit
and arrogance.

And researcher for the concept of design philosophy in architecture of mamluk state finds
it optimal model for the application of the philosophy of systems architecture upon which
the thought of Islamic architecture relied . We find the thought of design in connecting
inner emptiness with the universe and achieving intellectual , ideological and functional
philosophy devotional via communication with the sky in the internal architecture
represented in the yard .
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Besides realizing the idea of contact with the divine spirit and creating an impression of
awe stepping up in the use of ratios and relationships between spaces and blocks within the
architecture configuration to achieve the functional efficiency .

This functional competence was achieved in several ways such the use of the principle of
symmetry in design in Al Sultan Hassan School ,Al Sultan Qalawoun Group. We also see
functional trait in architectural solutions that architects follow to solve problems of
location in compatibility and proportionality between distribution of architectural blocks
space of Horizontal projection in Qani Bye Al Muhammadi.

The interface in Qalawoun complex is not just a cover for the interior spaces only ,but

It's an integral part of the architectural construction .So it's one of the architectural models
,which emphasizes architect's vision and his control on architectural spaces is the idea of
transitional space in Al Sultan Qalawoun Group in EI Nahaseen.

The architect also used the gradual entry style (using intermediate spaces ) such in
Qlawoun complex ,Al Sultan Hassan ,Khankah Pepars and Al Ghori Mosque .The lobby is
as an intermediate space between the public in the street and the private inside , it's
function is to set the gradual tempo towards the depth across the corridor ,which connects
between the components of the building according to the degree of privacy required by the
functions of the building.

When studying religious architecture in the Mamluk period ,We find some of the design
criteria for forming the space and from these standards:

- Fixed Ratios specified for the general structure of space Internally and externally
emitting from the square structure ,and this does not refer to the square structure of
the space itself but it refers to the generation of the structure of the space as
structural ratios of the square.

- The mosque contains of vacuum components ,ranging between open and semi-open
to the sky ,and the closed on itself (roofed), and there are fixed ratios spaces of
these elements to each other ,and to form the gap as a whole .

- The existence of a semi-stereotyped unit which is consistent with humanitarian
dimensions inside the space.

- Reliance on (internal successive spaces)and sequence of those spaces and their
reproduction with each other.

- Dependence on architectural tunes ranging from triple shrines in triangle forms and
quartet shrines in square forms to reach absolute shrines in circle forms.

As the symbolic system was achieved in the Mamluk architecture , the symbolic
overtones were linked to the extent of human perception of expressive meanings
behind architectural elements .This symbolism converses the spirit behind the meaning
,focuses on the essence and looks at the underlying beauty . It addresses the absolute
,which is the spirit of God and emphasizes the correlation of human with heaven .The
symbolic system with a spiritual philosophy has made the thought of Architect
crystallized around two axes:
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- The Horizontal axis :is the axis oriented towards Qiblah , and from the examples

of architectural elements represented by this axis :
Elements where the Mehrab is that element which exists within the architectural
vacuum. It's the sacred place to which goes to all of the inside of the place . Mehrab
with its cavity revealed the depth and thinking in the spiritual world, it's a link point
between absolute and relative .There are two columns on both sides of the Mehrab,
they suggest the idea of the columns which carry the vault of heaven. Mehrab
Moves in several levels and moving spirit with him for several levels of awareness
associated with that physical guidance to the Qiblah of Kaaba.

- The Vertical axis :is the axis rising to the sky and from the examples of

architectural elements represented by this axis: Dome element with aspire sector
and shape the gradual end of the building , which have Shoraphat aswell as the
Minarets they are all elements heading to the sky towards the Almighty Creator .
This system is represented as a compass ,which directs both inside and outside the
religious vacuum towards his Creator.
Finally , it is clear to us during the study , the success of Muslim architect in
Mamluk era in creation a special vision and philosophy in the formation of
architectural spaces and creating a silent language touching the conscience . He saw
Sees his religious structure through the absolute eye of God, then moves from the
world of reality to the world after the fact , from the apparent visible world to the
unseen world which not only see through insight ..Thus achieving architecture
which its essence the orderly law and its vocabulary of formation ,architectural
vocabulary ,structural and decorative.
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