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All the young pupils in the class were following Mr. Fareed whlle writing on the
board with his beautiful handwriting "The Sweet-smelling Life History of Prophet
Mohamed". They all exchanged happy looks and shouted, "May the peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him."
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Mr. Fareed looked at all the pupils in the class and said, "We will start from
the Year of the Elephant. Do you know why?"

"It is the year in which Prophet Mohamed was born." Khalid replied.

"Well done, Khalid." Mr. Fareed said.
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"Do you know why it was called the Year of the Elephant?" Mr. Fareed asked.
Ehsan said, "Because in this year Ebraha Alashram prepared a great army
that had a huge elephant to destroy the kaaba, the

sacred house of Allah."
\Mr. Fareed said, "That's right, Ehsan.
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"Ebraha who was from Elhabesha was Christian. He built a great church
called 'Elquolaiss' for people to go to on pilgrimage instead of the kaaba."
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A ﬁriam said, "People didn't care about it and they went on going

| he Sacred House." Ali said, "Ebraha was angry and he decided
Jestroy the Kaaba. He said arrogantly that he would destroy
s the Kaaba for 'Elquolaiss' to remain." Mr. Fareed said, "So, my
dear, Ebraha Alaashram prepared a great army and went to
he lands of the Arabs and exactly to Mecca, where the Sacred
House of Allah was. On the way, people ran away from the army
fearing its evil."
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Hatem said, "The evil army was destroying everyihing on its way."Soad
said," They stole any sheep, goats or camels they found on their way.*
Mr. Fareed said"They, even, stole the camels of AbdelMotaleb.*
Soad said, "Abdelmotaleb who was the grandfather of Prophet
Mohamed and the chief of Mecca, went to Ebraha asking him to give
him back the camels that his soldiers had stolen." Ehsan said, "Ebra
was surprised and told him that he thought that Abdelmtju

had come for the matter of the Kaaba." ¢
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Fawaz said, "Abdelmotaleb smiled and said that he was the owner of the
camels but as for the Kaaba, it had a God that would protect it against his

attack."Khalid said, "Ebraha laughed and d ’rhcn‘ no one would prevent him
from destroying the Kabaa." -
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Mr. Fareed said, "The army went towards the kaba and the huge elephant
in the front. The ground under its feet was shaking. The soldiers, behind it,
were carrying tools for destroying the Kaaba and their black faces were

carrying evil looks."
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"Suddenly, the elephant gave out a horrible cry as if it was warning against
something dangerous then it kneeled down in its place. The sky was, then,
covered with small birds carrying small stones from hell. Allah Aimighty ordered
them to kill Ebraha and his soldiers with these stones"
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