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Overuse of the Internet and some Personality
Variables for University Students (Saudi and
Egyptian students)
Dr. Mahmoud Ali Ahmad Al-Sayed®

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to ascertain the relationship
between the overuse of the Internet and some personality
variables for a sample of Saudi and Egyptian university
students (students studying at Teachers’ College, Taibah
University, KSA [n.= 260] and Al-Arish Factually of
Education, Suez canal University, Egypt [n. 100]). Another
aim of the study was to compare between the students in
the sub-samples as belonging to two contexts concerning
excess of Internet use and its impact of some personality
variables. Students in the sub-samples belonged to the
same or a similar age group. The study made use of some
data collection instruments. These were: (1) Overuse of
the Internet Scale, designed by the researcher and (2)
Personality Assessment Questionnaire (prepared by
Ronald Runer and translated by Salamah (2000).

Findings of analysis indicated no statistically
significant differences between the averages of students
in the sub-samples (Saudi University students and Egyptian
University students) in the dimensions of the Overuse of the
Internet Scale. However, statistically significant differences
were found between both groups in the dimensions of
Internet services and the sites visited in favour of the
Egyptian students. On the other hand, no significant
differences were found between the averages of both
groups of students in the dimensions of personality
assessment. Significant differences were detected
between the averages of both groups in the dimension of
hostility and the negative perspective of life in favour of
the Egyptian students. Besides, no significant differences
were detected between the averages of both heavy
Internet users and low Internet users in both subsamples in
the dimensions of Personality Assessment Scale.

8 Lecturer of Educational Psychology, Faculty of Education, Al-Arish,

Suez Canal University.
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