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cairo Book, Cairo 1977.p. 5.
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And then to have a Wretched puling fool,

A whining mammet, in her foriunes tender,

To answer: ((I'LL not wed, I cannot love)).
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The Islamic Universities League published in the 44" number of the
magazine "Al Jami'a Al Islamiya®, The Islamic University, the first theme of the
International Conference: “The religion and the life, Islamic Christian discussion®
which contracted in Amsterdam University in 22 - 24 November 2010 under the
titte: "The Islamic Education in the Western". The league will complete the second
theme of Conference which titled with: "The Medical Ethics". This second theme
discuss the cases of the Euthanasia, Abortion and the get rid of life for any reason
from the viewpoint of the Islamic and Christian religion. This dialogue depend on
studying the theme by the distinguished scientists and physicians from both inside
and outside Egypt Muslim and Christian such as: The General Secretary of the
Islamic Universities League, Professor; Ja'far Abdul Salam, The former Minister of
Health Professor; Ibrahim Badran, professor of Sociology Nabil Al Samaloty,
Professor Khadeja Raghib, Professor Hussien Bashier, Professor Dehiya Methgan
and the others.
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Religious self-socialization

How are young people influenced by the peer-group and electronle medla in
their (non-) religious development?

By Manfred L. Pirner

Young people are influenced in their world-views and religious opinions by
the life-world they experience outside religious education at schoals or in religious
communities. In the modern world, youth cultures and the media have become
increasingly important for them und function as agencies of socialization. However,
as research shows, young people tend to use youth cultures and the media culture
in quite individual and self-determined ways, which has prompted sociologists to
speak of 7self-socialization?. The paper explores some main areas of religious
self-socialization with a focus on western culture. it tries to show that religious
self-socialization constitutes an important context for any efforts of religious
education which should be taken inte account by religious educators.
1. Soclalization - self-soclalization - religious soclalization

Socialization is generally understood as the process by which young people
find their identity as participating members of a society. Although there are many
socialization theories the following core definition by German sociologist Klaus
Hurrelmann certainly represents a broad consensus. He defines socialization as
the process of generation and development of the human personality depending on
and interacting with the social and material life conditions® in a certain society
(Hurrelmann 1995, 114 [translation: MP.]). While in the 1970. the emphasis in
socialization theory and research was on the influence society exerts on
individuals, the emphasis has shifted to the (inter-)active and constructive aspect of
socialization over the past thirty years. Researchers point out, in particular, that
young people are not “passive recipients of extemal social forces® but rather active
participants in the construction of their own social lives and identities?
{Buckingham 1993, 14). Hurrelmann has coined the influential notion of the young
person as “a subject who productively processes reality” (Hurrelmann 1983}, Since
the 1980. the concept of “self-socialization™ has been used by some authors in
order to indicate this general shift of perspective in socialization theory on the one
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hand, and on the other hand to point to specific areas in which young peopls
acquire cultural knowledge and social behaviour quite autonomously - without adult
educators - such as in popular culture and in diverse youth cultures (Zinnecker
2000). The notion seems to be more prominent in the German than in the
Anglo-American context.

Looking at religicus socialization in Western Europe, the empirical evidence
over the past decades has shown a significant decline of the importance of the
family and the church communities as socializing agents. This development is
generally seen to be linked with processes of secularization as well as increasing
pluralism and individualism. However, it sometimes seems that in such analyses
new fields of religious socialization such as popular media culture and youth
cultures are neglected. | will argue in this paper that religious education discourse
and research should devote more attention to the religious self-sccialization
processes in those two areas (see also Pimer 2009d).

2. How the media influence young people’s religious views - an example
Let me present an fllustrative example. In her famous international bestselling
book, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, Barbara Robinson tells the story of the
Herdmans, the “absolutely worst kids in the history of the world”, who nevertheless
are supposed to take part in this year's Chrisimas pageant. However, as they have
never heard the biblical Christmas story, it has to be read out to them and some
other children by the mother of one of the latter.

“And, lo, the Angel of the Lord came upon them,” Mother went on, “and the
glory of the Lord shone round about them, and -*

“Batmani” Gladys (Herdman) yelled, fiinging her arms out and smacking the
kid next to her.

“What?” Mother said. Mother never read “Amazing Comics”.

“Cut of the black night with horrible vengeance came Batman-"

“t don't know whal you're talking about, Gladys,” Mother said. “This is the
Angef of the Lord who comes to the shepherds in the fields, and -*

“Out of nowhere, right?” Gladys said. “In the black night, right?”

3



ENGLISH SECTION

“Well ...” Mother looked unhappy. "In a way.”

So Gladys sat back down, looking very salisfied, as if this was at Jeast one
part of the Christmas story that made sense fo her.
This fictional episode illustrates nicely what is a frequent experience in ‘real-life’
religious education classes in Gemany: A lot of children and youngsters today lack
basic knowledge of religious traditions, and when they encounter religious figures
and stories they make sense of them from the background of their experiences with
media figures and stories which are so familiar to them. Sociclogical and
educational studies point out that the socialization of young people in modem
western societies today is to a considerable extent media socialization, and that
their life-world is partly a media world. Consequently, the media influence their way
of locking at the world and understanding it. Or, to put it differently, they actively
use their media experiences to make sense of the world.
Looking at the Herdman episode more closely, it becomes clear, that Gladys’
association of Batman with the Christmas angel is not entirely incidental. As is well
known, Batman - just as his ‘brothers’ Superman, Spiderman or He-Man - is not
just a secular comics or film figure but has himself quasi-religious dimensions: with
the help of supemnatural powers he continually rescues good from evil and
eventually, almost sacrificing his own life, saves the world. In this light, it seems
that Gladys’ way of understanding the Christmas angel in analogy to Batman was
not that misleading. Numerous hermeneutic and analytical studies from various
schalarly disciplines over the past decades have shown that the Batman figure is
only one of many examples of religious or quasi-religious elements and structures
in popular media culture (for overviews see e.g. Pimer 2001; Cobb 2005;
Forbes/Mahan 2005; Mazur/McCarthy 2010). A high number of media stories tend
to be structured like religious redemption dramas with good superheroes like
Batman fighting the evil. Media stories also tend to deal with the great human
questions that are usually regarded as religious questions and are generally not
discussed in our rational everyday communication: Where do we come from?
Where do we go? What is the meaning of life? |s there a meaning in suffering? Is
there something like destiny? [s there a reality beyond the one we can perceive?
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What is right or wrong and how can we know? - Furthermore, media stories deal
with basic human feelings such as fear, aggression, and love, often using symbolic
language that is derived from religious traditions. Recent studies show that the
presence of religion in popular culture refers not only to Christianity but extends to
Istam and Eastern religions as well (see Weintraub 2010).

However, it would be too simple to say that the media directly influence their users
into adopting the world views or moral attitudes presented in them. In order to gain
a deeper understanding of the role of the media in young people's lives and
refigious development, it will be necessary to take at least a shert look at some
major results of empirical media studies.

3. How do the media [nfluence young people? Some results from media research
3.1 Media reception is an active, consiructive process

Media users are not as passive as we are usually inclined to think. Research
shows that they approach the media with their individual predispositions,
pre-conceptions, experiences, social contexis and habits of reception, with their
subjective questions and needs, so that everyone interprets and constructs
meaning for him- or herself differently. Especially children and youngsters actively
use the media for coping with life situations and with the challenges of their
hiographical development, e.g. for working on their identity formation, developing
their attitude lowards the other sex, finding and refaining friendships or dealing with
problematic family situations. Often unconsciously, they look for orientation in the
media also in respect to moral and religious issues and choose those media
productions or elements which they feel mest their needs best (see e.g.
Bryant/Oliver 2009).

3.2 Family and friends first, then the media

Unanimously, research findings point out that close social relationships such as
Iamfly and friends are in general still more important for young people than the
media and media persons. This means that for religious and moral questions the
tamily and the peer group still remain the first and most informing influences.
However, the media can have reinforcing, moderating and sometimes even
decisive impacts on young people. And media persons can play a considerably
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important pant for young people’s lives as role models or dream figures into which
they can project their wishes and longings. They can identify with certain media
persons and ask themselves what this or that film hero would have done in the
situation they are in now. Media researchers call the special relationship some
people develap towards media persons “para-social interaction®, which means that
those people tend to interact with media persons in their minds almost as if they
were real {(see e.g. Barthelmes/Sander 2001).

3.3 Media influences are neither uniform nor irresistible

Especially in the research about the effects of media violence, scholars found that
there is no direct one-way effect which makes all viewers of media viclence more
aggressive and violent. Empirical studies have shown that some viewers, mainly
males, mainly those who are less intelligent and those who come from a
problematic social background, tend to become more aggressive when watching
violent films. But others, mainly females, mainly those who are intelligent and those
who come from a positive social background, when watching the same violent films
tend to become even more peaceful and despise violence even more than before.
The latter seem to identify more with the victims of violence and develop more
sympathy with them than with the violent person (see Kunczik/Zipfel 2006; Kirsh
20086). This empirical evidence again emphasizes the importance of the individuals’
social contexts, their biographies, experiences and attitudes for the kind of effects
certain media productions have on them.

One preliminary conclusien for religious education which can be drawn from
the media research resulis is that educational processes do seem o have the
chance of supporting the young people in developing a more reflective, pro-social
and media-competent way of dealing with the media culture that surrounds them.
Social leaming and ethics education, which are both a substantial part of religious
education, ¢an influence young people’s predispositions for using media. Together
with the integration of media education into school education in general and into
religious education in particular, the cultivation of a more refiective, pro-social and

competent use of media seems possible.
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4. How do the media influence young peocple's religiosity? Some more results
from empirical research

Although empirical studies on the relationship between media use and religiosity
are still few, there has been some progress in this field over the past twenty years.
In general (German) religious education research, there have been some hints
recently that children use the media as a source for constructing their religious
ideas. For instance, the qualitative study of Hanisch (1996) on the development of
children’s ways of drawing pictures of God shows that some children use pictures
from cowboy or war films to draw their image of God (Hanisch 1998, 128), and
Freudenberger-Loetz (2006, 187) found that some children refer to ghost films
when they try to express their idea of life after death.

Based on George Gerbner's cultivation theory (Gerbner 1984} and building
on a Scotiish study done by Gibson (1992) | conducted a quantitative investigation
among 302 German 14-15 year-olds (Pimer 2004; 2009b). The youngsters were
asked about their TV preferences including genres such as mystery, horror and
fantasy films, and about a range of para-religious and religious ideas and attitudes.
The study showed that there were several significant correlations between TV
preferences and refigious orientation. What was particularly striking was that we
found by far more correlations among the girls than among the boys. This may
indicate that the girls tend to be more strongly influenced by television in their
religious attitudes than the boys, which is supported by findings that, in general,
more girls than boys believe in horoscopes, ghosts, and so forth. However, the
resulis may also be interpreted as showing that the girls tend to select more
reflectively those television genres that correspond with their religious beliefs than
the boys do. Most correlations clustered around the genre horror/mystery and
tended to show the highest values there: Those girls who showed a preference for
horror/mystery films were more likely to believe in supematural phenomena, in
ghosts, in possible contact with the dead and in aliens already living on earth and
had a more negative image of God than the others (Pimer 2009b, 285). There was
also a correlation between myster/horror-preference and belief in aliens among the
boys, whereas preference for information and news shows correlated negatively
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with para-religious beliefs among girls and boys. A quite plausible interpretation of
these results can be based on the cultivation theory perspective that the strongest
effects of television on viewers can be expected in those cases where television
reality differs maost from everyday reality, which obviously applies for the fantastic
film genres. [n horror and mystery films mostly wicked supematural powers and
extraterrestrial beings play an important role. On the other hand, it is also quite
intelligible that information genres contribute to an enlightened, rational view of the
world and thus hamper the development of para-religious beliefs.

The study design, with only one testing point, does not permit to claim the
verification of an effect of the media on their users in a strict sense. 1t can only
support the hypothesis that there are such effects by pointing to the reported
correlations. Remembering that media users in general are not passive recipients
but actively choose and construct meaning from what they perceive in the media,
any influence from the media should not be regarded as a uni-directional effect, but
rather as the result of an interdependent process of selection, media effect, and
active acquisition by the recipient.

The reported results from guantitative investigations can be supported by the
findings of some qualitative studies. In her book From Angels to Aliens, Lynn
Schofield Clark reposts on her study that is based on in-depth interviews and focus
groups with about 100 American teenagers (Clark 2003). During the research
process she was lead to concentrate on the supernatural in the media, which
means that she focused on precisely those film genres that showed the most and
highest significant correlations in my investigation. Clark concludes that the media
can clearly be seen as one source of religious identity formation among young
people today and that this source becomes increasingly important for those young
people “with the least interest in formal religion.” (Clark 2003, 224).

Also, Clari's results reaffirm the view that the relationship between media
and religious befiefs is not simply one of media effects but a more complex,
reciprocal, and multi-faceted one having to do with what she calls “the blurring of
boundaries” between the stories of traditional religion and those of popular media
culture (Clark 2003, 230). Relying mainly on the young people’s self-interpretation,
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she emphasizes the tendency that the media stories are not taken seriously by the
young viewers and that most of them “do not consciously seek information about
the supernatural from the media.” (Clark 2003, 227). Perhaps my own findings can
contribute to challenging even more than Clark does the teenagers’ conviction that
“they are unlikely to have their minds changed about what they do believe” by the
media (Clark 2003, 2271.).

Another piece of evidence for media effects on their users’ beliefs is offered by
studies in the field of TV fan clubs. It seems obvious that whenever media users
identify strongly with a certain TV series or film, watch it regularly and
enthusiastically, and form social communities around it, this media product’s
influence on its fans can be expected to be especially strong. The probably most
prominent example of this is the fan community of the American science fiction TV
series “Star Trek”. On intemet sites or in fanzines in the USA as well as in
- Germany some of them “confess” that Star Trek has literally changed their life and
helped them through troubles and depression, and that Star Trek “was and will
always be the most significant influence in my life” (Jewett/L.awrence 1977, 30; see
also Hellmann/Klein 1897, 25 - 44). In particular, the TV series seems to convey a
positive, hopeful utopian perspective that in the future all nations and peoples can
live together in freedom, peace, mutual respect and helpfulness. This includes
respect for the other’s religion or non-religious world view, An empirical study at the
University of Bonn found evidence that fans strongly endorse typical Star Trek
values such as tolerance, helpfulness and respect toward strangers including
respect for diverse religions (Volkskundiiches Seminar der Universitit Bonn 2005).

In 2007 two major German qualitative studies were published that were also able to
demonstrate influences of the media on young people’s religious orientations.
Astrid Dinter investigated adolescents’ use of computers and found that general
user experiences, as well as the contents of some computer games, can imply
religious dimensions in a wide sense (Dinter 2007). Jorg Herrmann (2007)
conducted biographical interviews with 20 young adults on possible religious
aspects in their reception of television, movie films, and books. Many of the
interviewees seem to use the media as a source of dealing with the existential,
moral and religious questions of life, Mostly this media use appears to constitute a
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functional equivalent of religion which substitutes religion, but sometimes the media
also seem to offer bridges to religion. For instance, Herrmann reports the case of
39-year-old Hans, whose regular viewing of the TV series “Kung Fu™ in his
adolescence lead him to read books on Buddhism, attend seminars, and practice
Buddhist meditation up to the present day (Herrmann 2007, 257).

Two recent experimental studies support the assumptlion that the findings
concerning media violence, as reported above (section 2), also apply to religious
aspects in the media: The way in which religion in the media is perceived and
consequently which effects media have on religious views seems to depend much
on the predispaosition of the recipient. Zywek (2007) showed the film *The DaVinci
Code”, based on Dan Brown's bestselling book, to 58 Persons, about half of them
practicing Catholics, the other half non-Catholics or agnostics. In a prae-post
design (Interviews befare and after the film) it tumed out that, faced with the
church-critical tendencies of the fiim, the pro-Church attitude of the Catholics was
reinforced while the non-Catholics and agnostics saw the church clearly more
negatively after the film (see also Pimer 2009c).

BirtePlatow (2008) showed two films about God, "Dogma” (USA 1989, directed by
Kevin Smith) and “Bruce Almighty” (USA 2003, directed by Tom Shadyac), to an
audience of thirteen persons. With the help of subsequent narrative and guided
interviews she found out that the test persons were stimulated by the films to think
about their own conceptions of God, to differentiate and modify them in very
individual ways, but also to reaffirm their own views by critically rejecting some
elements or even the main intention of the films.

5. How do peer cultures influence young people’s religiosity?

As mentioned above, the concept of self-socialization has gained increasing
plausibility in the sociological context in the face of youth cultures or “scenes”
which are largely independent from adults and often imply an anti-establishment
impetus. In such mostly loose and temporary forms of community, young people
organize themselves, choose certain elements from pop cuiture or historical
cultural traditions to form a more or less coherent subcultural orientation and define
borderlines against the cultural mainstream as well as other subcultural groups. 1t
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is in such contexts that self-socialization takes place, which means that young
people acquire cultural knowledge and cultural “capital” in a very self-determined
way through informal leaming processes and without educational assistance. In
youth cultures young people learn almost exclusively from their peers. That this
also touches on the field of refigious socialization, should find more attention in the
field of religious education scholarship.

As one telling example of a youth culture with a well recognisable profile in
Germany | will sketch some characteristics of the Gothics or the “black scene” as
they are sometimes called. The Gothics are known for wearing black clothes and
emphasizing death and human transience in their symbolic self-representation.
Their style in clothing, hairdressing, music and dance serves as a means of
distinction against the “normal”. Characteristic symbols are the cross, skulls,
vampires and skeletons, which indicates that within Gothic youth culture mainly
medieval and romantic traditions are used as resources for creating a specific
symbolic universe. The Gothics’ favourite meeting places are ruins, old buildings,
cemeteries and of course also discos and youth clubs that offer a Gothic-style
environment. The perhaps most substantial characteristic of the Gothics scene is
the ideal of reflectivity, which means that the scene members claim to reflect more
deeply and without taboos about life including its existential and religious
dimensions. This ideal is upheld against perceived tendencies of a superficial kind
of “happiness™ or feel-good mentality in mainstream culture or other youth cultures
such as the Techno or HipHop scens. Two exemplary quotations from two
gualitative studies among Gothics can demonstrate this point.

“Perhaps Goths think more intensely about things and reflect more about events
than normal people do.” (Sprio 2008, 48; interviewee: Anne, 20 years old;
tfranslation: MP).

The Gothic scene “do not shut their eyes against painful or complicated themes
and still have a feeling for the beautiful things in life, But they do not accept taboos,
not with regard to sexuality, not with regard to religion, not with regard to ideology,
there are no taboaos for the black scene, except if something is hollow, meaning-
less, superficial. Superficiality is a taboo in the black scene.” (Schmidt/Neumann-
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Braun 2008, 20/; interviewee: Manfred, passage 39; translation: MP)

In the context of this kind of taboo-less reflectivity which includes religious
questions and topics, there is a great tolerance as to the Goths? different religious
or non-religious origntations as the following quotations illustrate:

“No question we also have Christians among us and the fewest of us don’t believe
in anything. True, not only in God but also in ghosts or similar things ...” {Sprio
2008, 38; interviewee: Sina, 20 years old; transtation: MP).

“What is another general fact across all Goths is that they try to find something that
is between heaven and earth and that cannot be proven by touching, seeing or
similar scientific methods. They all look for something else [...] and that doesn’t
have to ba Jesus Christ. it could be, they wouldn’t exclude that, and some say: for
me, thal's my thing, and still they are Gothic ..." (Schmidt/Neumann-Braun 2008,
245; interviewee: Manfred, passage 27; translation; MP).

To sum up, three main aspects can be found in the Gothic youth culture. Firstly, the
search and cpenness for some kind of belief in a higher or deeper reality belongs
tu core of the Gothic identity in line with the emphasis on reflectivity and existential
depth. Secondly, in the field of religion as well as in other thematic fields, Gothics
appreciate and underline the individual's autonamy, which implies a largely critical
stance lowards institutionalized religion, religious authorities and “ready-made”
religious answers. Thirdly, research reveals a remarkably tolerant, open and
appreciative attitude towards personal religious faith or religiosity which is
perceived to contrast with superficial or anti-religious attitudes in mainstream
culture or other youth cultures.

Schmidt and Neumann-Braun (2008) conclude from such findings that the Gothics
scene mainly serves as a temporary home for young people with a more traditional
{Christian) and bourgeois kind of background who logk for their own way in life
beyond unquestioned conformity with their traditional social, religious or
anti-religious background. The Gothic scene is thus one example of a kind of
religious self-socialization that takes place among peers in youth cultures, And it
should be noted that in most poputar youth cuitures besides the Gothic scene, such
as techno or hip-hop, religion or religious elements play an important role.
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However, obviously the different youth cultures are atiractive for different milieus of
young geople. For instance, Claudia Libcke (2007) points out that young musiims
in Germany can hardly be found in the Gothic or techno scenes but rather prefer
the Hip Hop cutture, because it seems to be a better cultural frame to allow for
ethnical and religious variety., Up to now there is some literature on the religious
dimensions of youth culfures (see e.g. Hitzler/Niederbacher 2010; Lithe 2008;
Gaottlich 2007; Szagun 2002), but little empirical research on their effect on the
religious (self-}socialization and development of young people.

6. Conclusion

How are young people in western countries influenced in their religiosity by the
peer-group and the electronic media? The answer to this questlon and some
consequences can finally be summed up in five empirically supported hypotheses.

1 - As a sphere of life that is not under educational control, media culture and youth
cuitures contribute to the young people’s autonomy by constituting a space of
self-socialization. This self-socialization clearly includes religious dimensions
and aspects.

2 - The influence of media and peers on the young people’s religious development
should not be regarded as a one-way eftect, but rather as an interactive, con-
structive and social process: The young persons choose to use certain media
products, they select and interpret what they perceive in the media, and these
choosing, selecting and interpreting processes are moderated by their social
contexts in familles, peer-groups and youth cultures.

3 - As general tendencies of media culture and most youth cultures conceming re-
ligion we can identify individualization, transformation and pluralization. Individu-
alization is based on the possibility of individual choices and is therefore con-
nected with pluralism. It generally also goes along with distancing processes
from traditions and institutions. However, the empirical evidence shows neither
complete individualization (but rather new forms of community) nor complete
secularization (but rather the transformation of religious elements and perspec-
tives, so that in some sense “religion” is transmitted outside institutionalized re-
ligion).
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4 - The media culiure as well as youth cultures can take a two-fald role conceming
traditional and institutionalized religion: They can serve as substitutes of it; be-
cause young people can use media culture as a resource of dealing with exis-
tential and religious questions, they no longer need religion; or also: because
they are not familiar with religion any longer, they use the media culture as a re-
source. Or media culture and youth cultures can serve as bridges to religion; be-
cause media culture and youth cultures keep young people’s religiosity alive

outside institutionalized religion, so that they retain an openness towards it.

5 - Religiosity in media culture and youth cultures often takes on experimental, pro-
vocative, syncretistic and para-religious shapes. To some extent they mirror the
situation of religion in a post-secular society, but they also constitute a “liminal”
space for young people to find their way in the transitional process from child-
hood to adulthood, from their family traditions into an open, pluralistic society. It
is my conviction that religious education should regard it as one major task to
accompany such self-socialization processes in a critical and constructive way
(see Pimer 2009a).
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Summary of the research
The group of friends and its effect
Upon youth's thoughts, notions & Conduct
Dr. Nabil Alsamaloty
Prof. of sociology - Al Axhar University

Importance and positive & negative insights, concentrating upon gradual
deviation.

This research discusses some insights as follows:
1 - The sociological educational institutions.

2 - The group of friends or companions and its effect upon forming its members'
characters.

3 - The friendship and the sociological & physiclogical needs.

4 - The importance and the risk factor of such groups in the adolescence period.

5 - The reason for which the adolescents and youth respond to the group pressure
(concentrating on negative paints).

6 - The Differential Association theory and facilitating deviation.

7 - The importance and seriousness of friendship in Islamic thoughts,

8 - How do we interpret the deviation of seme of the youth, away from the moder-
ate correct path of the religion, towards fanaticism, violence, and terrorism?

- In the first article, | discuss the imporiant social educational institutions that are re-
sponsible for fooming the character of the child, the adolescent, and youth, stress-
ing the importance of the groups of cormpanions or friends.

- In the second article | discuss the resulis of the field studies about the mutually
exchanging effects among the friends inside the same group upon forming and
reforming of the belief, ethics and conduct, as well as upon the educational level
and the degree of sticking to the religious notion and conduct.

- | also discuss the persanal, social and environmental factors that affect the man-
ner of the adolescent's responding to the collective pressure of the group.

- In the third article, | discuss the needs of the children and the adolescents for
these groups for fuffilling their psychological and social needs, and also for the
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completion of forming their characters; for example the need for love, for associa-
tion, tor expression, for appreciation, for respect, for independence (getting rid of
the parental & social authority), the need for insurrection against the community
of the adults. This constitutes a response to the physiclogical changes during the
period of attaining puberty.

- | also discuss the familialfactor {the word familial can also mean the small com-
munity of relatives) that prevents - or hastes - the deviance of the adolescent with
the group away from the religious and cultural ethics of the adults.

- In the fourth article, I discuss the seriousness of the group of companions during
adolescence clarifying the negative effects, and spotlighting the important factors
reported in the field studies, that have role in the child's and the adolescent's re-
sponse to the pressure of the group towards immoral deviation (opposing the re-
ligious and cultural ethics).

Among these factors:

1 - Neglecting the parental educational role.

2 - The powerful leading persenality of the leader of the group.

3 - Lack of ethical and religlous education.

4 - Repeated familial disputes, and disjunction of the family.

5 - The child's or the adolescent's feeling of deprivation inside the family (lack of
right fulfillment of their needs), and consequently, their turning to fulfill them in
the group of companions.

6 - Communal pressure and at the same time the natural attraction of the children
to join such groups for obtaining respect and support.

7 - Corrupted mass media such as films, series, and programs that urges deviation
and leaving religious ethics by presenting the heroes in forms of deviant peo-
ple.

8 - The retreat of the super visional, educational, and instructive role of the educa-
tional social institutions.

9 - The instinctive inclination - during adolescence - to disobey the adults, experi-
ence everything by themselves, and to play the adventurous roles of heroes,

10 - The imperfection of notions of the adolescents as seeing manhood exemplified
in smoking, drinking, molestation and leaving the religious and cultural rules
elc.
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11 - Group dynamics that compels its members to abide by the group's own rules
otherwise they would be expelled out of the group and loose support,

12 - Some adolescents have deviant inclinations as a resuit of physiclogical or psy-
chic abnormality; so they seek these groups to fulfill their deviant abnormal
needs.

13 - Weak educational and parental authority caused by either exaggerated severi-
ty of excessive indulgence.

14 - Loosing self confidence and lacking of the warm relationship with parents.

15 - Absence of the educational and social supervision.

In the fifth article, | answered an important question: Wiy do people normally re-
spond ta friends' pressure (concentrating upon negative paints)? And hereafter is a
summary of the real field studies' results:

1 - Being at, approximately, the same age gives a feeling of freedom, absence of
pressure, preaching, orders etc.

2 - Relations among friends are free of responsibility and of those restrictions be-
tween a boss and employee and a person and his follower etc.

3 - Communal thoughts, choices and conduct give a feeling of power and support.

4 - Many of the parents are no more good examples to be followed, and that's why
the adolescents search for good models outside the family. These desired mod-
els could be found in some members of the group.

5 - Unlike the family and the community of relatives, everything is optional in the
group.

6 - Also, unlike the family, the adolescent can fulfill, in the group, many different
needs that may be forbidden inside the family.

7 - Sometimes there could be a charismatic member of the group who is admired
by the rest of the members, and therefore, he can easily atiract them to devia-
tion if he is so.

8 - Frequent watching of modes of deviation on TV channels, intemet, or inside the
group tumns them to be normal for the adolescents who will not fee! any rejec-
tion or serioushess in such deeds.
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In the sixth article, | discuss the differential association theory of 'Southerland' and
‘krissy' which clarifies the reason for deviation of the children and adolescents.
Such a theory that | applied an 1996 upon some deviants (juvenile delinquency) in
specialized institutions in Egypt, where | added certain modifications to it.

| also prove that the most important issue of the theory is that deviation is an ac-
quired conduct, and that any person usually deals with numerous groups and inter-
acts with several relationships, but they are, actually, differential dealings and inter-
actions that have different effects upon forming the child's or the adolescent's
character. This effect depends on four matters:

A. Repentant dealing or relationship
B. Constant dealing ar relationship

C. The precedence of the relationship
D. The depth of the relationship

| explained all these insights in details because the moare frequently the child or the
adolescent deals with the group, the more effect it has upon his feeling and appre-
ciation towards the members of the group. Thus appears the importance of such
primary groups and relationships.

In the seventh atlicle, | discuss the Ever Glorious Quran's and Scnna's point of
view- being the essential sources of Islam- about friends.

The Qurian and Sonna stress the importance of dealing with good friends following
God's methodology, ethics, prayers, dealings etc. Thay also clarify that bad com-
panions constitute great danger upon the believer both in our world and in the
world of eternity: in our world, they push him to commit crimes and does forbidden
deed, which will lead him to be in hell in the other world (| mention some of the
Qur'anic and Sonna texts proving this concept.

In the eighth, and final, article, | try to answer and important question:

Why do some youth join what is called groups of fundamentalism or religious aber-
rations?

| clarify that Islam is the real birthday of human rights, freedom and dignity;
and that It is the religion of tolerance that gives everyone the chance to choose his
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religion. This concept - freedom of notions- is numerously stressed in the Ever Glo-
rious Qur'an (‘)cé ,;,;.m g.ﬁ o1J_ﬂ Y } i here is no compulsion in Religion’
(Zidan 1993). Islam is a religion that respects the Other and his notions. It stresses
applying justice to all human beings with no discrimination among people. But the
case is that some deviants try to attract youth to fanaticism and terrorism which are
strictly forbidden by Islam.

So, what are the characteristics of the young people who could be victims of
such groups? The features that distinguish such youth, and the reasons for being
attracted to such unacceptable groups, are summarized as follows:

1 - Religious illiteracy.

2 - Parents' failure to teach their children the right religious ethics.

3 - Lack of models both at home and at schoaol.

4 - Failure of schools in planting religious and educational ethics in their pupils of
students.

5 - Absence of the important roles of the religious institutions as mosques, different
religious organizations, civil soclety, etc.

6 - Unemployment and leisure time of the youth.

7 - Severe poverty related to the deprivation of fulfilling the basic needs.

B8 - The wide gap between the very rich people living in palaces and the severely
poor ones living in tombs (graves) or unplanned areas.

9 - Social and economical corruption prevailing allover the community.

10 - Mass media especially TV channels that either urge to deviation or fanaticism
while the young people lack the wise critical thinking; and the result is deviat-
ing youth and fanatic tendencies which are bothwrong "fau a3 g Jol 81" strict-
ness and negligence) and opposing the core of the real religion.

11 - Some internet sites urge to many of the prohibited practices such as sex, vio-
lence, fanaticism and terrorism,
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Economical and Socia!l factors
and their importance in clarifying the negative effect Of friends

The friends effect, especially in the youth period (the period after adoles-
cence), depends on many factors, among which are the economical and the pro-
fessional states. it also depends upon the educational level and the existence of
chances for employment, beside the above mentioned (the familial, educational,
and religious insights, represented in the correct -or incorrect- religious understand-
ing and knowledge).

No doubt that severe poverty is one of the most important factors that push
the groups of friends or companions to adopt the criminal thoughts and the aggres-
sive trends against the society and the QOthers (the word Others indicates the differ-
ent people in religion, in race, in color, etc.); yea, against one's self. This extreme
deprivation that young people suffer, leads them to deep depression: They will see
no hope in future, in forming new families by legitimate marriage, or in any legal
promising projects.

Another highly important factor is the unemployment and the lack of compa-
nies, factories elc. that provide different jobs for the newly graduated young people.
This will result in an entire depression, which, by tum, will provoke these groups of
young people to envy the community, and therefore could be easily victims of the
groups of terrorists and fundamentalists. Moreover some friends use to justify hav-
ing what they are craving for by violence, and stealing the rich people's homes,
cars, etc. They even facilitate seduction of women, and decelving young girls by
some terms like 'illegal marriage' which could not be called real marmiage (accord-
ing to the marriage conditions in Islam). Islam never approves except the nomal
ethical marriage sticking to the rules of legislation.

Thus, poverty, unemployment, and deprivation of hope in future, are consid-
ered the main reasons for aggression against the society with all its parties and re-
ligions although they claim that they are adopting religious thoughts, and they give
wrong exegesis of some Sonna and Qur'anic texts, especially if the leaders of the
new deviating groups give the youth generous promises of solving all their prob-
lems whether economical, social, dealing with daily life etc.
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Political insights of Youth-deviation

In addition 1o the ahove mentioned eccnomical and social insights, there is
another factor that deals with the youth-right to express their points of view and
openly discuss thelr preblems with real and entire freedom. There also appears the
effect of the political compulsion and suppression that cause the youth deprivation
of their legal rights in having good education and good salaries suitable for digni-
fied life. Palitical suppression also deprive the youth of efecting their representa-
tives in the parliament and the local assemblies.

All these sufferings of the youth (of corruption everywhere, of low wages, of
prevailing of bribery and injuslice), evoke wrong ideas and aggressive attitudes that
are inserted into their minds by external groups of terrorism and fundamentalism.

The net and the hypothetical
deviating groups

Some young people are turned to be addicled to chatting with different
groups of friends with different nationalities, religions, sexes etc. And as adoles-
cence is characterized by rebellion, rejection of the parental authority, vague eth-
ics, endeavoring to stick to such groups either real or hypothetical, so some lead-
ers of these groups catch the opporunity fo impose their domination upon the rest
of the members of the groups. Such effect or domination may be good or bad, posi-
tive or negative; and sometimes young people are obligated to leave their notions,
cultures and ethics to gain the acceptance inside the group, especially in case of
friendship between a males and females.

Conclusion

Finally, | would like to end with the fact that terrorism, violence, fundamental-
ism, and aggression have no religion; and deviation could exist everywhere allover
the waorld. And as there are Muslem extremists, there are also Christian, Jewish,
budist extremists, etec.

So, we can conclude that peer groups play an extremely important role in
shaping the personality, thoughts, and behavior of their members either positively
or negatively.
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Islamic education of Muslim children at home and in the mosque

Stella van de Wetering

Islamic education and soclalization [n Muslim famiifesi

Muslim families differ of course as all families do. And all different families have
their own specific way in raising and educating their children. There are differences
in migrant families, who only recently have arrived in the Netherlands and families
of second and third generation Muslims. Families differ also concerning their social
economic status, the level of education of the parents and their country of origin.
But also the religious attitude of the parents and the family can make a difference.

One can for example divide on the one hand between traditionat families, who fo!-
low mostly the pattern of the country of origin. In those families the culture of the
country of origin is predominant, Yet those traditional families can difier a lot in their
measure of religiosity. Some are quite refigious or even orthodox and keep op to
religious practices in their eulture and some are not. On the other hand there are
the modem westermized families, who are to a certain level integrated in the society
of the country of migration i.e. the Netherlands. Also those modern families can be
very religious or not religious at all or secular.

The question we would like to answer is however: what religious attitudes and ritu-
als do children growing up in an average Muslim family experience.

One can for example think of food-prescriptions. In most Muslim families it is impor-
tant to eat and serve only halal food. This means that meat will be bought from an
Islamic butcher i.e. meat from animals slaughtered in the Islamic way. Pork will not
be on the menu at all. Also the consumption of alccholic drinks is very rare in most
Muslim families.

In more strict familles also food-additives containing alcohol in chocolate or pud-
ding or spurs from meat that is not halal like gelatin in ice cream or candy and co-
agulum in cheese will be avoided.

When children are still small they will be used to the food patterns and meals at
home and they will not ask questions about it. But when they start consuming food
outside their homes, they will get instructions on what food they are allowed to eat
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and what food they are not. Some parents try to explain to the children why they
should avoid certain food and others will restrict to telling them that it is not allowed
in Islamn.

When my son was 5 years old I tried to explain to him why he could not eat pork. !
lold him that God has forbidden it o us, because pigs fend o like to crawl in the
mud and therefore it is not healthy to eal. Later on when he grew up he told me
that in that time he saw a classmate with bacon on his bread and was astonished,
because he associated it with mud and dirt.

When children grow older they will be asked more frequently why they have to
obey certain prescriptions. So they are in need of Jogical answers to explain. The
answer that it is a religious prescription can however also be logical and accepta-
ble,

Cther prescriptions have to do with cleanliness and hygiene in an Islamic way. Is-
lam is not only a belief and conviction, but it is also a culture and way of lite. Clean-
liness is very important in Islam. kt concerns the ritual of prayer. One should per-
form the ablution or ritual washing, wear clean clothes and pray on a clean floor or
prayer rug sajjda. That is why in Muslim homes, shoes will be left at the door so
that dirt from outside will not be walked into the apartment cr the house. Also wash-
ing the genitals after visiting the toilet is important as well as washing the hands. A
dog is considered a dirty animal at least his mouth and his but. Therefgre it is unu-
sual to keep dogs inside the house and most Muslim will avold contact with dogs
also outside the house.

This means that children encounter at home other cultural and social rules
and codes than they encounter in the “outside world”, while some cultural prescrip-
tions are sanctioned by religious rules. This can throw hindrances for them to act
and participate fully in the wider society, When children for example visit non Mus-
lim friends or neighbors at their house it can give problems, when they have a dog
as a pat or when not halal food is offered to them. The ideal way of getting those
hindrances out of the way is that the parents of the children have good relations
with their non Muslim neighbors and other parents of the school so they can com-
municate effectively to give their children the opportunity to live and participate with
non Muslims in the neighborhood. (Wetering & Bakker, 1998, p. 147-148)
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Another important ritual children in Muslim families often experience at home is the
ritual of prayer. Many Muslims keep on to their duty to perform the ritual prayer five
times a day. The prayers should be performed on strict times according fo the posi-
tion of the sun. The first prayer (fajr) can be performed two hours before sunrise,
the second after the sun has passed its summit (zuhr) until the shadow of an object
is as large/ long as the cbject itself. After that the noon prayer ("asr) can be per-
formed until about half an hour before sunset. A few minutes after sunset the sun-
set prayer (maghrib) is performed and the last prayer {"/shd’} is about 1.45 hour af-
ter sunset when it is all dark. Children see their parents pray and from their early
childhood get acquainted with it. Of course most parents also explain to their chil-
dren how and why they pray.

To learn more about prayer and the Qur'an verses and chapters {sura’s) recited in
prayer many parents send their children to the mosque, because they find it difficult
to teach their children themselves. The imam or the teacher at the mosque can ex-
plain best and can show the children how tot read and recite the Quran verses in
Arabic.

Also an important ritual is of course fasting during the menth of Ramadan. Even
Muslims who will not fulfill the duty of the daily prayer, will very cften keep up to the
duty of fasting in Ramadan. This means that adults and children from about the
age of puberty in the month of Ramadan have to refrain from eating, drinking,
smoking and sexual intercourse during the day from dawn {fajr) until sunset. Espe-
cially in Northern Europe the space of fasting differs considerably in summer (in
Amsterdam a maximum of about 19 hours of fasting a day) and winter (in Amster-
dam a minimum o} about 10 hours of fasting a day).

Fasting in families is often experienced as a special time with a high spiritual con-
notation. Also the meals shared together in the month of Ramadan are special and
a kind of festivity. Most Muslims share the meal at the end of the fasting day at sun-
set (iftdr) and in the middle of the night or early moming before dawn (suhilr) with
their family. After the ift4r many Musfims will visit the mosque to participate in the
extra Ramadan prayer (tardwih) and many children will join their parents.

This month also gives Muslims the feeling that they should do their best to be bet-
ter persons and try to live up to the expectations of their faith. One can compare it
with the spiritual feelings many Christians get at Christmas.
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Small children don.t have to fast because it is to heavy a burden for them, just like
people who are ill, on journey or find themselves in difficult circumstances. Yet the
children experience during the month of Ramadan that something special is going
on and are eager to take part in it and are generally also stimulated to do so. They
might try fo fast for one day or more even if they are not yet obliged to fast and
than they witl also be awakened before dawn to eat together with the family, which
feels special for them of course.

The main celebrations in Muslim families are at the end of Ramadan ("ldv ¥-Fitr) or
at the end of the pilgrimage (Hajj} in Mecca, the Feast of Immolation (*/du -Adhd)
in remembrance of the sacrifice of Abraham (/brahim), when every family will buy
their own sheep or goat to be slaughtered. The meat of the sacrificed animal will be
shared with the family, the guests visiting for the holiday and can also be shared
with the neighbors and the poor.

At religious celebrations parents will mostly buy new clothes and presents for their
children. Many children will also pay a visit to relatives with or without their parents
and will collect money and sweets.

Besides the above mentioned two main celebrations of the Muslims there are also
minor celebrations like the birthday of the prophet (Mawlid an-Nabi) or “Ashdra on
the tenth day of the first Muslim month Muharram i.e. 10 days after the Islamic New
Year.

Some of those celebrations are controversial (because the prophet Muhammad is
not reported to have celebrated at those occasions) but also with certain ethnic
groups and various denominations very popular.

‘Ashira for example has a quite different meaning in Shi'a families because on
that day they remember the martyrdom of the grandson of the prophet imam Huss-
ein on the battiefield at Karbala. It is also the day of mourning processions and
gatherings in de Shi'a communities.

For children of course those celebrations at home will have a huge impact on
them, especially when they get gifts and presents and there is extra attention for
them. On the other hand those celebrations do not correspond with the celebra-
tions in the non Muslim environment and schools like Santa Claus (Sinterklaas),
Christmas, Easter, bithday parties etc.
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Traditionally Muslim families did not celebrate birthdays, but many have tak-
en this tradition from the Western enviranment into their homes and even if they
haven't they generally allow the children to celebrate their birthday at school and
give them candy or cake to distribute to their classmates and teachers,

From an ethical and social viewpoint relations between family members and
relatives are very important in Islam. Many pay a weekly visit on Saturday or Sun-
day to parents, grand parents, uncles and aunts. In this way many Muslim children
experience an important social live with nephews and nieces.

In the relation with relatives and family members good behavior and respect
are very important. In most families thus a warm social surrounding is offered, in
which relative cara for each other, keep in touch and are acquainted with each oth-
ers difficulties and situations.

In the social surrounding of the children the mother tongue also provide them
with numerous religious Islamic expressions with a strong spiritual and ethical con-
notation like: as-saldmu alaykum (peace be upon you), al-hamdu If ‘ildh (may God
be praised), bismillah (in the name of God), In sha" Aliah {so God wishes), Alldh
yahfaz (may God prevent), ‘a‘ddhu bi #ah (| take my refuge to God) and in case of
the dead of a person: Innd li %dh wa innd ‘layhi réfi'On (we are of God and to him
we will return) etc. etc. The Islamic culture is therefore not a secular culture at all.

In families where Dutch has become the main [anguage of conversation we
seo either a terrible loss of Islamic ways of expression or we see that Arabic ex-
pressions are incorporated into the Dulch language spoken at home. The problem
is that the Dutch modemn language as it is used in many secularized Dutch homes
lacks those kinds of religious expressions and children therefore are not able to
communicate those expressions and all kinds of religious Janguage to non Mus-
lims, because they don't know the exact words or translation in Dutch. Especially
children who have never attended religious education in Dutch schools are not able
to express their religious feelings in that language. This is quite complicated for
them in a situation, in which as we have mentioned above the non Muslim sur-
rounding will ask them questions on certain behavior or social codes common in
the Muslim community.
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Therefore it is impartant for Muslim children to get acquainted with a religious
vocabulary in Dutch so they can express their religious feelings and explain their
religious habits, Especially in a multi religious and multi cultural society in which
there are so many misunderstandings.

The mosques could play a role on their part, but unfortunately in most
mosques religious education is offered in the mother tohgue of the children or in Ar-
abic, although religious education in Dutch is expanding as will be explained below.

Islamic Education In the Mosque

The mosques in the Netherlands are almost without exception divided on an ethnic
base. One will find Turkish, Moroccan, Surinam/Hindostan and Pakistan mosques.
Beside this ethnic division, there is also a division based on political and religious
mainstreams within the ethnic groups. Within the Turkish community for example
the mosques are divided in three mainstreams: the mosques of the Diyanet, follow-
ing the Turkish Ministry of Religious Affairs, the Milli Gérls following the Justice
and Development Party of President Recep Tayyip Erdo’an and the Sulaymanlis
following the Islamic educational system of Sileyman Hilmi Tunahan (1888-1956).
(Amirdihi, 2010)

The Surinam community is divided in Sunni and Ahmadi Muslims each of
those groups of course having their own mosques. The small Arab Sunni communi-
ties mostly share the mosques of the Morrocans. And the Shi‘a communities of
course also have their own mosques.

As to the ethnical division of the mosques this also has a very practical rea-
son i.e. the language. Most visitors of the mosques are still the first generation of
Muslims and they generally do not master the Dutch language very well just like
the imams who are mostly recruited from the country of origin.

Because of this situation the curricula of Islamic education in the mosques
differ a lot as to what the parents are used to in their home countries.

For example in the Moroccan mosques the mastering of the Arabic language
plays a very important role. Arabic is not only the language in which the Quran is
read and recited but it is also the Janguage in which Islam in the Arabic countries is
usually transmitted. Furthermore for the Moroccans it is also their national lan-
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guage although most Moroccans in the Netherlands speak Thamazight as their
mother tongue and their children’ mastering of even the spoken Moroccan dialect is
poor. Besides the pupils in the Moroccan mosques leam to recite the Quran by
heart beginning from Sdratu 7-Fétiha (the first Sdra of the Quran) and thereupon
Stiratu ‘n-Nds (the last Sira of the Quran)™, a/-Falag and al-‘kh/ds and so on. The
uliimate goal is that the pupil will leam the whole Quran by heant and become
Hafiz, but only very few pupils will reach that level. Along with the Arabic language
teaching they will also learn the main [stamic rules as to the rituals, the confession
of faith {Shahdda), the ablution (Wudi¥’) and the prayers etc. as well as the doc-
trines of faith (Agida). The teachers will learn them also the stories of the proph-
ets, the main Islamic ethics and give them information ahout the main celebrations.
All this teaching is usually in Arabic (Stichting de Meeuw, 2004, 7-13).

In the Turkish mosques pupils will also start leamning how to read the Arabic
alphabet to know how to read and recite the Quran, but they will not be taught Ara-
bic as a language. Religious transmission in general takes place in Turkish (Pels,
2006, p. 107-142). Pupils leam about the rituals of the ablution {(Abdes) and the
prayers (Namaz). How the ablution and the prayers are performed and what Arabic
texts one should leam by heart to perform the daily prayers. The teachers also will
give them information about also the rules concerning the five pillars: the confes-
sion of faith (Shahdda), the prayers, fasting, obligatory alms (Zakaf) and the pil-
grimage (Hajj) as well as just like in the Moroccan mosques stories of the prophets,
the main Islamic ethics and the main celebrations,

In most Surinam mosques the lessons take place in Dutch just as is the habit
in Surinam. They learn the Arabic alphabet to be able to read and recite the Quran.
They also learmn Quran verses and chapters (sura'’s) in Arabic by heart, just like the
Arahic texts they need to perform the ritual prayers, Furthermore they are made ac-
quainted with the rituals and rules of Islam, the five pillars and good Islamic behav-
for and ethics.

Apart from the Surinam mosques and some mosques that concentrate more
on the youth like the Tawheed mosque in Amsterdam, religious education in the
mosques Is rarely in Dutch. Yet more and more voices plead for Islamic education
in Dutch, because the pupils mastering of Arabic and Turkish might be very poor.
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Main goals of Islamic education in the mosques are as we have mentioned above:

- Leam how to read and recite the Quran.

- Learn how to read out Arabic.

- Learmn how to perform the main religious rituals concerning the five pillars.
- Get information about Istam as a faith and way of life.

- Learn about Jslamic etiquettes and ethics.

In the modem curricula ancther goal is added. As to the Duich environment it
is considered important that the pupils learn that respect and decency towards oth-
ers, whatever religion or ethnicity they might have, is Islamic and important social
behavicr.

The problem we observe here is how to teach children to be respectful to
persons of another religion, life view or culture while in the same time they leam
that the faith and behavior of those is reprehensible or hardm. Like denying the ex-
istence of God or drinking alcoholic drinks or get drunk. But this is of course a ped-
agogical challenge in many faiths, refigions and life views.

Some mosques also see it as important that pupils leam to develep an as-
sertive attitude about their own Islamic faith and culture in an environment that is
seen as islamophobe. Pupils should leamn to defend their own religion and identity.

In a research of the Verwey-Jonker Instituut as to the pedagogical approach
in the Turkish Milli Goriis Aya Sofya mosque, the coordinator of Islamic education
and a teacher in the same mosque stress that educational activities in the masque
should leamn children to answer questions on jihad, the headscarf, homosexuality
efc...

In the conclusion of the same research report the following items are men-
tioned as starting points for pedagoegic innovation:

In short the Aya Sofya mosque concentrates in her activities on transmitting
knowledge of Islam and the religious, social and moral education of the pupils. The
didactical approach shows a combination of transmitting knowledge and dialogical
fearning. in the first place the goal is to achieve that the pupils feel part of the own
religious communilty. A further goal is to achieve a good connection of the pupils
with the Dutch sociely. But the view in this perspective is very much defensive:
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knowledge of islam is the tool of the child to defend him self in a surrounding that is
ignorant of Islam or even islamophobe.

In the same time pupils are impregnated with the fact thal respect and de-
cency are very important values. (Pels et al., 2006, p. 185}

The same research is done in two other Moroccan mosques in Rotterdam.
From the research it seems that this type of bridging is also generally used in the
Morocean mosques that were subject of the research.

Furthermore it is mentioned in the research that the climate in the lessons
was overall friendly to the pupils. This as a response to the very strict climate that
is known from education in the mosques in Turkey and Morocco and also in Turk-
ish and Moroccan mosques in the Netherlands in the 70's, 80's and 90's of the 20"
century. It shows that the mosques in the Netherlands probably have become more
aware of the importance of a child friendly and effective pedagogical climate in Is-
lamic education.

Yel as we have stated above educational material is almost without excep-
tion in Arabic or Turkish and this is also the language used to communicate with
the pupils. For this reason the lessons do not refer to the Dutch context at all. It de-
pends on the teacher weather he will bring it into the discussions with the pupils or
not.

The research also concludes that in the three mosques that were subject of
the research the didactical approach is following the IRE model of teaching i.e. the
Initiate - Response - Evaluation - model: The teacher poses a question; the pupils
respond and the teacher evaluates the answers. This kind of approach is a one di-
rection communication between the teacher and the pupils. Athough the research-
ers also found that in the Turkish mosque the communication was more open and
there was more opportunity for especially the older pupils to suggest topics or
items to be discussed in the lesson and to bring in their own questions (Pels et al.,
2006, p. 92-93).

Yet as we have stated above while describing Islamic education at home we
see that the educational situation and environment of Muslim children and youth is
quite complex. Therefore the demands as to the Islamic education in the mosque
are considerable,
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As Tariy Ramadan has said in his book Western Muslims and the Future:

As is stated also by Tauhidi (2001) and Khan et al. (2005) traditional 1slamic
education does not succeed in learning the Muslim youth to master the critical skills
they need to resist the difficult moral and social dilemma’s they are confronted with
(Tarig Ramadan, op. cit. Pels et al., 2006, p. 16).

Conclusion

At the one hand we have stated above that religious education in Muslim families in
the Netherlands varies considerably as tot the ethnic background, the educational
level of the parents and the level of integration in the Dutch society.

At the other hand however we see that the cuilture in almost all Muslim fami-
lies differs from the culture of the surrounding Christian and secular society, be-
cause the Islam is not only a philosophical religious system, but also a way of life
with daily rituals, religious prescriptions and own celebrations. This is why Muslim
children from the early youth will be confronted with questions and need guidance
of adult Muslims {parents and teachers} to answer those questions in a reasonable
way for them and for others in their surroundings.

Islamic education in the mosque seems through the decennia to have been
improved in a pedagogical sense. Teachers are less strict and have a friendly atti-
tude to the children and the lessons and materials are more attractive, although
most materials are still in Arabic or Turkish. The means that the context of the
Dutch sociely is not reflected in the materials. It depends on the initiative of individ-
ual teachers weather they discuss the daily life situation of the children in class-
room. The communication of the teachers with their pupils is still very much a one
way communication.

The complex situation of Muslim children and youth however is very exigent
as 1o Islamic education in the mosque. It is also important for the children that Is-
lamic education should be in Dutch so they will leamn to discuss about their religion
with others in the Dutch society and explain it to them.

We noliced that Islamic education in Dutch is usual in Surinam mosques in
the Netherlands as well as in Surinam and in some Moroccan mosqgues that con-
centrate more on the youth.
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The future will show weather Islamic education at home and in the mosque
will be able to overcome the huge challenges in transmitting Islam as a religion in
the indigenous Dutch society to Muslim children and yoiith who often feel lost and
not understood not by significant others in the Dutch society and not by the own
family and teachers in the Muslim community (Alacui, 2009, p. 37).
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Introduction

Pesantren, school and madrasah are three kinds of the National Educational Sys-
tem in indonesia. Different from school and madrasah, pesanirerihas been identi-
fied with Islamic and indigenous originality, infect pondokpesantrenis the oldest ed-
ucational institution known in Indonesia.

In the early development, many pondokpesantrenonly tocused their program
on religious leaming (fafagquhfiddin) and reading a variely of Islamic classical
books such as in the field of figh(Islamic law), theology and fasawwuf (Islamic mys-
ficism). The main reason for attending pondokpesantren was to gain the blessings
of Allah. Therefore, a certificate of learning graduation was not given adequate at-
tention, and there was not a precise regulation regarding the study program.

In pondokpesantren, santri, student of pesantren, would learn to become
Muslims who obey God’s commands, have good characters, show strong and com-
prehensive personal features, possess intellectual capability and are independent.
Upon returning to their community, santris have been projected to be good exam-
ples for them to spread Islamic message as rahmatan li afalamin. There are a
number of principles adopted by pondokpesantren such as sincerity, modesty,
peace, wisdom, accountable freedom, autonomy, togethemess, harmonious rela-
tionships (among santris, teachers, parents, and community).

Element of PondokPesantren

First, the Kiai. The Kiaiis always a central figure in pondokpesantren. The
Kiaiis not only a spiritual leader, but also a holistic leader in all aspects of fife in
pondokpesantren. In fraditional pesantren Tha Kiaiteaches classical Islamic text-
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books with a sorogan methed, i.e. a teaching - leaming process in which the kiai-
personally addresses individual students { known as santri) or a small group of san-
triat elementary level, Another popular method employed by the kiafis wetonanor

bandongan, that is what in modem terms is called “lecture™. The kfaigives specif-
le, scheduled lectures on certain topics of some classical textbooks (kitabkuning) in
front of a large number of intermediate audiences (Martin van Bruinessen 1990:
226-269). As for more advanced santrior iakhassus, usually the kiaiemploys a
teaching-leaming method called musyawarahin delivering his lecture, which is simi-
lar to a conference.

Second, the Santri, The santriis someone or a group of people who pursue
knowledge in pondokpesantrenis usually accounted as an indicator of its progress
and popularity. Saniri usually have a strong solidarity and familiar bond among
themselves or between them and the kiai.

Third, Pondok. Pondokis a dormitory where santrilive and study under the
guidance of the kiai. In a number of pondokpesantrenit is santris themselves who
take care of their pondokand all their other needs under the supervision of senior
saniri.

Fourth, Mosque. Mosgue constitutes a main resource and spacs in which the
kigicarries out his obligation to educate and train his santri, to perform ibadah (di-
vine certitude), learning Islamic textbooks and conducting social activities. Func-
tionally, the mosque is not only for praying, but it is usually can be used for empow-
ering muslims in a broad sense {imam Zarkasyi 2009: 3-5).

According to Education Management Information System (EMIS), Directo-
rate General of Islamic Institution. The total number of PondokPesantrenin Indone-
sia 14.361, 1.381 located in Sumatra, 11.664 in Java, 336 in Bali &Nusatenggara,
294 in Kalimantan, 661 in Celebes, and 25 in Papua (Directorate General of Islam-
ic Institution 2004: 17).

It is worth mentioned that traditional pondokpesaniren give more attention to
the Islamic classical textbooks, known as kitabkuning (yellow books), the reservoir
of the intellectual richness inherited from previous Muslim scholars from the early
and medieval periods of Islamic history. These textbooks in fact contain analytical
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thoughts of earller ulamares ponding to religious, political, economic as well as so-
cial and cultural problems of their time and places. Mean while modern pondokpe-
santren have departed to study more recent books, and treat the classical ones as
complementary subjects.

In any case, pondokpesantren have contributed a lot in developing the quali-
ty of Islamic education and of religious and national life where the government can
fight ignorance and solve the universal human programs.

The Spirit of Pondok Pesantren

As it was mentioned before that the silent features of pesantrenas a religious
educational institution is the presence of a leamed Muslim scholar, usually calied
Kiai, who plays the role of central figure in the system, the availability of dormito-
ries, named Pondok, the presence of students, called sanlri, and the existence of a
mosque as the center of activities and religious education. K is within those pillars
along with its spirit that pesantreneducation was very effective in developing morali-
ty and mentality, as well as intellectuatity of the students.

This spirit, according to Imam Zarkasyi, can be simplified info five spirits,
Pancaliwa, namely: Sincerity (al-ikhi’s), Simplicity (al-bas’thah), Self-Reliance (a)-
Pimad ‘ala-l-nafsi), Islamic Brotherhood (al-ukhuwah al-islamiya), Freedom (al-
huriy'h) (Imam Zarkasyi 1965: 5-9),

Sincerity is a principle for work, it is the spirit of all activilies, the Holy
Qur?an suggests that one shou!d follow those who do not ask for salary and they
are among the guided people.

Simplicity is a way of behaving that is applicable to an individual conduct in
his or her daily life, it is very positive conduct towards every situation of life. This
implies that one should live based on his or her basic needs and not on demand,
because this spirit will cultivate strength, courage, determination, and self control.

Self-Reliance is an important spirit applicable for both individual and institu-
tional principle. This means the students of pesantren do not depend on others,
each student manages his extramural activities independently, while students as a
whole are given tofal responsibility to manage all their students’ activities in the
boarding system.
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The pesantrenit self as an education institution is managed to be seff-
reliance which means it does not depend on the help of others. People may give fi-
nancial or material support but pesantren develops not because of supports of oth-
ers, pesantren has to rely on its own resources without having to be dependent on
others for aids or assistance.

Istamic Brotherhood is a principle through which every student leams how
to build strong friendship and empathetic solidarity towards others, and how to re-
spect each other. Fighting, quarrel, or other types of dispute among students are
regarded as a crime.

As far as freedom is concemed, it is a mental attitude in which one should
be free of group fanatism. This spirit makes santrioptimistic in facing the problem of
life, freedom in shaping his future and selecting his way of life.

There were, infect, more than those five spirits taught to the students in the
pesantren system, both traditional and modem one. These were reiterated in vari-
ous occasions inside as well as outside the class, pasted on the walls of the cam-
pus, and written in books, brochure and guide-book of the pesantren. The Arab
maxim man jaddawajada (whosoever works hard will get), for example, is the fa-
mous spirit of work that none of the sanir will ever forget. Other maxims [ike: Hi-
dupsekali, hidupiah yang berarti (you live once hence live meaning fully), and: wa
ma-l-lazatuiliaba'da-I-ta’abi (no gain without pain), man yazra’ yahshud (who so
ever sows he will reap) are leamed by heart. It means that pesantren’s system of
education is values-oriented which are mainly derived from the teachings of Islam.

The Ideal Model of Pesantren

The expectations towards the role of pondokpesantren amongst the Muslim
community in Indonesia move on since the early twentieth century. PondokPesan-
irenin this due regard, has in many different ways responded to the demands of the
modern Islamic education and social economic changes of Indonesian society, it is
not only to perform its thee traditional roles as a locus for transforming Islamic
learning, preserving Muslim traditions and reproducing scholars. Further more, as
we shall discuss in the case of Pondok Modem Darussalam Gontor (Darussalam
Modemn Islamic Institution Gontor, commonly known as Gontor), it becomes center
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to educate leaders of tomorrow with specific qualities, namely: noble character,
sound body, broad knowledge, and independent mind.

It is worth noted that pondokpesantren can maintain its development and
progress not only because it has flexibility to make adjustments and readjustments
to the ever-changing situations and needs, but also due to the face that pondokpe-
saniren has a strong bond and proximate relationships with its surrounding commu-
nity. This closeness may be traced back through the historic account that education
in pondokpesantren is community oriented education and therefore it serves as
community based learning center.

Pondok Modern Darussalam Gontor located at Gontor, Ponorogo, East Java,
200 km from Surabaya, the capital of East Java Province. Historically Gontor
founded on September.20.1926 by three brothers; K.H. Ahmad Sahal (1901-1977),
K.H. ZainuddinFanani (1908-1967) and K.H. imam Zarkasyi (1910-1985}). They
were known as Trimurti. The main characteristic of Gontor is its distinct approach
towards modernizing Islamic education by using integrated system of pondokpe-
santren and madrasah into a new system of Islamic education. The madrasah was
a good system for formal education but not for non-formal and informal education.
Students may learn well in the class but what happen outside the class was be-
yond the system. The madrasah is precisely like the modem school system and is
not sufficient to inculeate other Islamic teachings that are not covered by the ma-
drasah curriculum. The positive aspect of pondokpesantren was to be found in its
boarding system where non-formal and informal education and activities can be
carried out within the spirit and bound of Islam. imam Zarkasyi, one of the founding
fathers and a real architect of Gontor system of Islamic education, tried his best to
integrate both of them in one system by adopting the positive aspects of both the
madrasah and the pesantren system assimilating them within a specific identity
(Hamid FahmyZarkasyi 2009: 9). The nature of this new system is discernable from
his statement below:

“This pondokpesantiren, Gontor, is an Islamic educational institution like any
other institution. The difference is only in its teaching method. We use modem
teaching method but do not teach something new in religion. This pondokis a waqt
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for the Muslim ummah and is not the property of Kialanymore, This pondokis not in-
clined to any pelitical party; therefore its motto is Berdiridiatasdanuntuksemuago-
longan (stand above and for all groups). Its educational goal is to produce a Muslim
who has noble character, sound body, broad knowledge, and independent mind.
The final objective of this pondokis li I'a'ikalimatifia” (Imam Zarkasyi 1976: 7)

In the mean time, to actualize this integrated system Gontor has adopted the
best prototype of educational institution in the world. There were four ideal institu-
ttons in this regard, namely: al-Azhar University in Egypt, Shinquitin Mauritania, Afi-
garh Muslim University and Shantiniketan both were in India.

Al-Azhar University is known as the center of Islamic knowledge in the Mus-
lim world and was highly reputed with its survival for centuries due to its waqgf prop-
erty. Al-Azhar University could give scholarship to Muslim students from all over
the world.

Shinquit was a weli Xnown institution, not only for its boarding system but
also for the sincerity of its founders and teachers, and their hospitality as well. Lo-
cated in a remote area in Mauritania and under the guidance of its founding father
Sidi Abdullah, it could accommodate around 3000 to 5000 students with full schol-
arship. Allegedly, the graduate of this institution played a pivotal role in the spread
of Islam in North West Africa in 15th century.

Shantiniketan was basically a traditional boarding school that belongs to Ra-
bindranath Tagore, a Hindu philosopher and nobel prize winner. Located in a vil-
lage and under the authoritative figure of Tagere, this institution inculcated the phi-
losophy of life, the most important of which is the principle of simplicity of life with
peaceful atmosphere, shantiniketan etymologically means abode of peace. In this
institution teachers and students learn together in a milieu that is fully designed for
education.

The fourth and the last model is Aligarh Muslim University {AMU) which was
and is still an Islamic university in the history of India. It was founded in 1920 under
the name Mchammedans Anglo Oriental Collage by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan but lat-
er it became first university in India, it main objectives was to revive the Muslim um-
mah by the inclusion of knowledge through education. It was because of its objec-

42



ALGAMAAH ALESLAMIYH - 45

tive that Gontor made it a mode) for the future of Islamic education. (PanitiaPenuii-
san 1996: 476-480).

Se the ideal educational institution envisioned by Gontor was an Islamic edu-
cational institution that was to be the center of leamning for Islamic studies, which
could generate its own fund and able to give scholarship to its students. This insti-
tution should be driven by the spirits of sincerity, simplicity, brotherhoed, self reli-
ance and accountable freedom, and other Islamic spirits which are instrumental for
one?s religious and worldly life. By this spirits and principles the institution could
hopefully be a world class educational institution.

The Characteristic of Gontor Institution

We shall discuss this point only on certain important matters pertaining two
important aspects, namely: new Islamic educational system and new institutional
system founded by Trimurtito reform pondckpesantren.

1. New Islamic educational system

In Gontor's eyes there is no dichotomy of knowledge in Islam, santrileamns religious
subjects, figh, agida, nahwsarf, balagha, hadith, tafsir with modern teaching meth-
od, and studies social-natural sciences, method of teaching, mathematics, biology,
algebra, physics and cosmography with religious approaches. When former Presi-
dent Soeharto visited Gontar in 1971, he asked Imam Zarkasyi about the ratio of
social-natural sciences and religious sciences in the curriculum. Imam Zarkasyi re-
plied: ‘Here the curriculum consists of 100% religicus and 100% social-natural sci-
ences.’ By this new curriculum model Gontor intended to produce Muslim inteilectu-
al who are conversant of not only religious knowledge but also social-natural
sciences. The ideal out put for this system, as reiterated by Imam Zarkasyi in many
occasions was: o produce Ulama with high intellectual capacity and not intellectu-
al who knows little about religion (Ulama yang intelekdanbukanintelek yang tahu
agama} (Hamid FahmyZarkasyi 2009: 11). The implication of Imam Zarkasyi's ob-
session is quite ¢lear that in the future there should be Muslim sclentist who speaks
about their expertise from Islamic perspective.

Beside this new curriculum system, Gontor also applied new instructional
methods, especially in teaching Arabic and English (DihyatunMasgon 2001: 320-
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348). The main idea of this principle was that the method of teaching is more im-
portant than the subject taught (al-tarigahahammu min al-maddah), however the
teacher is more important than the method (al-mudarrisahammu min al-tarigah). To
simplify this maxim Imam Zarkasyi used to draw the parable of the knife and the
apple. The skill of cutting the apple is more important than the knife, yet knowledge
about the skill is not important for scmeone who is already skiliful. So, the personal
factor of a teacher is the most important one, and that is the spirit of the teacher
(r.h al-mudarris). To improve the spirit of teachers, Gontor employed the religions
approach by enforcing the spirit of pesantren that the teacher should have, for ex-
ample the spirit of sincerity (ikhlas) when he teaches his students.

¢). Apart from the enforcement of Islamic spirit by utterance or verbal and
written words, Gontor designed student activities with the objectives of inculcating
mental skill. Imam Zarkasyi asserted that mental skill is more important than job
skill. On this point he disagreed with the national education system that emphasiz-
es on job skills. True Islamic education should be directed for worshiping Allah (iba-
dah), for seeking knowledge (talab al-'iimi) not for becoming govemment servant.
Imam Zarkasyi used to say that it is better to become an entrepreneur who manag-
es his own business and employs many officers rather than to become govemment
servant. This is what he meant by self-reliance (al-i'tim’'d ‘al’ an-nafsi) as one of the
spirits of the pondokpesantren. The leaming strategy for inculcating mental skill,
according to him, is leaming by doing’ which can be carried out by involving all stu-
dents through informal and non-formal education. [n this system students are given
the respensibilities to manage their own activities under the umbrella of Student Or-
ganizations. The guiding principle in this regard is that everyone should be ‘ready
to lead and ready to be led’ (siapmemimpindansiapdipimpin) sincerely based on
the spirits of pesantren. As a result, from early moming of Subuh prayer, four
o?clock in the moming, uniil ten a clock at night, all students are preoccupied with
activities. Imam Zarkasyi is of the opinion that young men should be kept busy and
should not be free from any meaningful activities, ‘Take break or rest is no other
than shifting from one activity to another (al-rahatuhiva al-intigal min ‘amafinila
‘amalinakhar). That is the best way for inculeating the mental skill to the students,
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such as the spirit of team works, leadership and sense of responsibility, entrepren-
eurship and management, baside, of course, cultivating discipline habit.

2. New Institutional System

Ancther innovative and reformative step taken by Gontor is concerning the status
of the institution, its organization and its future, As a matter of fact, the traditional
pesantrens mostly plagued with stagnancy and ineffective educational manage-
ment. Kiai, the central figure, and his family were so dominant that when he died,
he would be substituted by his son or son-in-law, otherwise the pesantren would
case 10 operate. This indicates that the weak point of pesantren system was its re-
generation process and the structure of its organization,

Trimurtithe founding fathers of Pondok Modern Darussalam Gontor have
initiated a new pesantren system, which applied effective and efficient manage-
ment, and adopt modem ideas of progress as well as modern system of education.
At the outset, they endowed almost all the land inherited from their parent for the
sake of pesaniren. They started with a small step in educating the illiterate villagers
that was in 1926 bui they have in their minds big aspirations, great idealism of
building a world class education institution. The real institutional system began
three decades after the establishment of pesantrent hat was in 1958, when they
declared that they endowed sincerely in writing all their inheritance to the Muslim
ummah, From that moment the pesantren was no longer the property of the found-
ers or their descendents. The waqf declaration also mentioned that survival of the
pesantren should be the responsibility of the fifteen appointed members of Wagf
Beard. Another point of the declaration asseried that the pesantrenshould be devel-
oped further to quality as an Istamic University and become major center for Arabic
Islamic Studies that offers its service to the ummah (PiagamPenyerahanWakaf
1958: 15-17).

At present, after the death of the last Trimurti, K.H.ImamZarkasyi in 1985,
Gontor has survived well and has been properly maintained under the dynamic
leadership of Dr. K.H. AbullahSyukriZarkasyi, M.A., K.H, Hasan Abdullah Sahal,
and K.H. SyamsulHadiAbdan. lts property has been successiully developed.

Gontor today has fifteen branches to fuliill the demand of society using the
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same curriculum, the same method and inculcate the same values as well with to-
tal students more than 20.000, these are:

Gontor 2, at Madusari, Ponorogo, East Java.

Gontor 3, at Gurah, Kediri, East Java,

Gontor 1 for girls, at Mantingan, Ngawi, East Java.

Gontor 2 for girls, at Mantingan, Ngawi, East Java,

Gontor 3 for girls, at Widodaren, Ngawi, East Java.

Gontor 4 for gitls, at Konda, Konawe Selatan, South East Celebes.
Gontor 5 for girls, at Kandangan, Kediri, East Java.

Gontor 5, at Kaligung, Banyuwangi, East Java.

Gontor 6, al Sawangan, Mageiang, Middle Java,

Gontor 7, at Podahoa, Konawe Selafan, South East Celebes.
Gontor 8, at Labuhan Ratu, Eastern Lampung.

Gontor 9, at Kalianda, Southem Lampung.

Gontor 10, at Seulimeun, Nangroe Aceh Darussalam.

Gontor 11, at Sulit Air, Padang.

Gontor 12, at TanjungJabung Timur, Jambi.

Presently, Gontor has no less than 29 business enterprises in various sec-
tors such as book store, pharmacy, mini market, rice field, publishing house, radio
station, packing mineral water and the likes. Not less than 828,05 Ha of land pos-
sessed by Gontor, and its system had been developed and modeled by its gradu-
ate in about 215 pesantren(Tim RedaksiWardun 2010; 25-65).

Conclusion

Until today, Pondok Pesantrenstill and always implement its commitments to
be the center for community development by cultivating positive moral atitude and
character building of the muslim community, for a man to be successful in life char-
acter is more essential than erudition. This is becomes so significant keeping in
mind that cultivating good ethics has to include developing desired attitude, com-
prehending values system as well as personal appreciation which must be mani-
fested in people’s behavior,
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At this very paint, in modem Indonesia Pondok Pesantrenwork hand in hand
with the government to prepare qualified human resources who are pious, virtuous,
intelligent, and meaningful for the sake of better tomorrow.
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Rel Ed 3. Christian Education in Lebanon
By Rima Nasrallah

Introduction
Christian education in Lebanon has successively functioned as identity maker and
marker, tool for evangelization and conversion, and means for ecumenical harmo-
ny and peace building among religions. it stands at the core of the educational sys-
tem in the Church owned schools, it is very dynamic in parishes through small
group activities and scout-like teams and it is increasingly becoming visible in pri-
vate initiatives of independent spiritual or charismatic groups. The Middle East
Council of Churches (MECC) has since its emergence in 1974 given special atten-
tien to the subject of Christian education and worked towards developing and har-
monizing the various strands in it. In this paper, | will be focusing on Christian edu-
cation in the Lebanese schools, both private and public. Before explaining the
historical development of Christian education in schools, | start by sketching the
general Lebanese religious situation. Both the background and the history are
needed for the understanding of current initiatives and plans in the field.
The Lebanese Confesslonal System
Lebanon has a particular religious situation that distinguishes it from other Arab
countries. Much of the Christian communities in it have inhabited its mountains and
cities since the early Christian centuries. Due to its mountainous geegraphy it has
historically functioned as a refuge for persecuted or migrating Christian communi-
ties in the area. In it we find a Christian population that is concentrated on a small
space and does not live with the minority complex that other Christians in the Arab
world suffer from. On the contrary the present Lebanon in its current borders and
structure exists largely thanks to the efforts of its Christian community, particularly
its Maronite (Catholic) constituency (Valognes 1994: 636). Therefore, as we look at
Christian education in Lebanon we should bear in mind that this is not the work of a
minority but of a sizable and varied group of organized Christian institutions with a
long history in the field of education.

Moreover, religion in Lebanon has never been a mere private matter of per-
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sonal faith and conviction. it is and has been an essential identity marker for the
varipus communities, Ever since the Ottoman times, the.inhabitants of today’s Leb-
anon have been organized in separate religious communities (known as Millel)
gathered around one religious leader (i.e a Patriarch). They formed self-governed
communities and enjoyed a degree of autonomy to practice their religious beliefs
and mold their own cultural, educational, and legal institutions. These ancient divi-
sions along sectarian lines were incorporated in Lebanon’s governmental struc-
tures. After its independence in 1943, the parliamentary republic fixated this con-
fessicnal belonging by allocating political power and positions based on the
denominational percentages of that time. In this system every Lebanese citizen has
to belong to one of the seventeen officially recognized confessions. There is no
space in the Lebanese constitution for secularism. Therefore, every Lebanese be-
longs to a religious group even if privately or publicly he or she does not have faith.
Being baptized, getting married and buried in Church are the minimal contact
points everyone must have with his Christian denomination. For example, if a
Christian is not baptized then he or she cannot get married since civil marriage is
not available in Lebanon. The Muslim, Druze and Jewish communities have their
own requirements as well.

Belonging to a dencrination goes beyond the personal status of the individ-
ual to his or her political and economic rights and practices. The seats in the parlia-
ment are divided according to denominations and so are many governmental offic-
es. The unwritten National Pact of 1943 stipulates that only a Maronite can become
president of the Republic, only a Muslim Sunni can become Prime Minister, and
only a Shiite can be speaker of parliament. Belonging to a denomination decides
much more than one?s set of doctrines and manner of worship, it decides one’s fu-
ture career and possibilities. Commercial and financia! positions are also ruled by
this logic and rest in the hands of the elites denominations (Schuitze 1998: 152),

This sectarian fixation, aithough intended for securing peace among the vari-
ous groups has lead to an explosion of hatred when the religious percentages
changed. As the numerical balance tipped in favor of the Muslim population, the
Lebanese resorted to solving the political equation in the streets. Sixteen years of
war between the various political and religious groups intensified the suspicion and
alienation between the communities. Religion, political aspirations and identity al-
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most collapsed into one entity. Belonging to a certain religion automatically attribut-
ed to the individual the sins of the community. Regions that were once of mixed re-
ligious character became homogeneous as one or the other community was ex-
pelled by force or migrated willingly.

After the war has officially ceased private initiatives were made for peace
and reconciliation among the various groups. The topic of peace building precccu-
pied Christian schools and Church leaders for a long time. Many attempts were
made to fashion educational systems that promoete “religious” peace.

It is with this background in mind that we should look at Christian education
in the Lebanese school, The long presence and important influence of the Christian
community in Lebanon, the Lebanese confessional system, the experience of the
war and the post-war situation all shaped and influenced the fate of the educational
system,

Schaols prior to the twentieth century

The Ottoman Empire schooling system

The general education system in the oftoman empire was an Islamic one, Quranic
schools, kuttabs, madrassahs as well as sufism were means of education. The
Kuttabs originally taught children reading, writing and memorization of the Quran.
The madrassahs, were a more advanced system comparable to modern secondary
level education institutions responsible for training the Ulama, and the Qadis. As
the Ottoman state developed, education became more organized and formal, and
higher education was implemented in the big cities intended for the education of
the military. Besides religion, these institutions taught languages and eventually re-
placed the strictly religious schools in the cities. By the beginning of the nineteenth
century the ottornan empire introduced a number of reforms, tanzimat, in order to
revitalize a declining empire. The introduction and modernization of secular educa-
tion was one of them (Lattouf 2004: 51).

However, this was by no means the main schoaling option. On the contrary
the educational system mirrored the milfef system. The various communities arga-
nized their own educational systems basing them on their religious and cultural val-
ues. Traditionally, schooling in the Christian communities was the responsibility of
Churches and parish priests. By the late eighteenth century, capitulation agree-
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ments between the Ottoman Empire and Western countries, originally intended for
commerce reasons, opened the door for Western missionaries to increase the ac-
tivities in the eastem Mediterranean. Invited by the local Christian rulers, French
Jesuite missionaries were sent to help expand the educational activities in Leba-
non. Ties between the Maronite-Catholic community and the Europeans were
strengthened based on religious, educational and economic alliances with Rome
and many young Maronites were trained in Rome as clerics and teachers and then
administrators (Moosa, 1988).

The Era of Western Missionatles

The establishment of advanced schools, the equivalent of secondary education,
goes back to the early seventeenth century when the first monastic schools were
founded in northern Mount Lebanon. They taught both religion and secular sub-
jects. These schools were known to be great centers for learning and were highly
instrumental in the development of the Arabic language and grammar. In the eight-
eenth century, the Synod of Louaize, a conference between Maronite and Roman
Catholic clergy, had as one of its main aims the establishment of Catholic schools
that would teach secular subjects alongside religious education. It is however, the
nineteenth century that saw the largest and most massive missionary educational
activity.

By the beginning of the nineteenth century, Ametican Presbyterian mission-
aries (ABCFM) arrived to Beirut. Though education was not part of their missionary
plan it soon became one of their main and most successful activities. Their main
target was to revive the existing Eastern Church, considered a misguided Church
with a marred spiritual life. Through the revived Eastern Church they hoped for the
conversion of the East. However, this plan did not take place and instead the mis-
sionaries established a Protestant community made up mostly from proselytized
Eastern Christians and some Druze converts. Nevertheless, the schools estab-
lished by the Protestant missionaries were attended by children and young people
from almost all denominations and had a great impact on the society at large (Badr
1992, Badr 2005, Murre-van den Berg 2006, Makdisi 2008).

As the century progressed, many other Protestant missions followed and es-
tablished schools as well. In addition to the American Presbyterian schools, British
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and Scottish Presbyterians as well as Prussian Deaconesses of Kaiserwerth were
all active in the educational domain. Having seen a need for education and sensing
the eagerness of the Lebanese for learning, especially in the Westem modem
style, the missionaries went to great lengths to establish as many institutions as
possible. The Schools were at first necessary for literacy and were seen as the pre-
requisite for reading and understanding the Bible, “When the American Protestant
missionaries began to establish schools, the aim was not simply to educate the 'na-
tives’as they called them, but to educate native helpers for the missionary work”
(Sabra, 2009: 14). In time they hoped the graduates will become assistants in the
work of the mission and then eventually take over and spread the message.

However, soon missionary schools became considered as “entering wedges”
{Jessup, 1910: 592) for the spread of the Gospel and their main aim was convert-
ing the pupils and the teachers to the true Gospel. By 1897, the British Syria Mis-
sion {(BSM) alone had established 52 schools, with 3789 pupils and 105 national
teachers (F.E.Scott 1960: 36).

The European workers who worked in those schools aimed at touching the
hearts and molding the souls (Murre-van den Berg 2001). In boarding schools
much effort was put in private preaching, invitation to soul searching, Bible studies
and spiritual retreats. The amount of public confessions was the measuring rod for
the success of the schools. Whereas the early schools were using the New Testa-
ment as a texibook (Tibawi, p.33), the cumiculum of the schools soon became
more varied but still inclirded the subject Bible as the core subject. The children
had to attend chapel services of evangelistic character led by Westem or local
preachers, Bible clubs were established as noon or evening activities. Moreover,
the teachers were highly involved in the life of the pupils outside school time., The
drive behind this total immersion was ?character formation and the cultivation of
spiritual and personal values among the students? {Sabra, 2009: 15).

Shortly after the arrival of the Protestant missionaries, the Jesuites returned.
Alarmed by the activities of the Protestants they set off to strengthen the existing
Catholic schools and establish new ones to counter balance the Protestant ad-
vance. The Maronite religious authorities wamed its members from the Protestant
institutions and forbade them tfo attend their schools under threat of
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ex-communication ( Makdisi 2008: 97). The Greek Orthodox took the same steps
but were not as widely obeyed as the Maronites since they themselves had no Or-
thodox schools. This situation would change towards the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury thariks to the help of the Russian Orthodox Church.

Aided by the Jesuites, the Maronite and Eastern Catholic community
strengthened their schools which were run by local and foreign priests, monks or
nuns. Catholic education was indispensable to clarify to the members of the com-
munity the religious errors of the ?others? and prohibit their fall. Catechism classes
were enforced as well as regular masses in schools. Education became a weapon
in the hands of the religious communities who kept opening new schools and insti-
tutions to compete with each other. Soon after the American Presbyterian mission
established its University, the Syrian Protestant College {today known as AUB), the
Jesuites opened theirs (Université Saint Joseph). More Colleges and Universities
were established by the various religious communities and were run for a long time
by members of the clergy or foreign missionaries. During that early phase in the
nineteenth century, an atmosphere of mutual suspicion and antagonism reigned
between the Protestants on one side and the Maronites and Orthodox on the other.
These Church er mission owned schools were the most attended schools. Though
they were considered private schools, they were open to all stratas of the society
as the schools often facilitated payments of fees, offering scholarships or financial
aid. In those schools the pupils and students were immersed in a highly religious
atmosphere both educationally and spititually and were made aware of the differ-
ences that separated them from the other communities.

Private and Public Schools in modern Lebanon

The rise of nationalism in the twentieth century, the emergence and independence
of the Republic of Lebanon and the relative prosperity that was witnessed halfway
the century, affected the schooling system. With the birth of the Republic of Leba-
non in 1943, a unified public schooling was given higher attention. The question of
education gave rise to many controversies and debates centered around the oppo-
sition between public and private school, language of education, schooling fees
etc. While opposing Lebanon's cultural pluralism, Arab nationalism saw in public
schooling the hope for a new Arab nation. Nevertheless, public schooling was

54



ALGAMAAH ALESLAMIYH - 45

never really void of religious education. Public schools with a unifortn Christian or
Muslim student body offered religious education matching the religion of the stu-
dents, Schools that have a mixed student body would separate the children during
hours of religious education, Christian pupils would be given Christian lessons by a
priest or lay teacher delegated by the local diocese and the Muslim students would
be given Islamic lessons given by a Sheikh appointed by the local Muslim commu-
nity. Today religious education in public schools is supposed to be optional yet in
many schools it is still obligatory.

Nonetheless, private schooling, and Church owned schools in paricular,
continued to be widely attended and highly influential. The prosperous network of
Catholic schools continued to flourish and offer a distinguished fevel of education
throughout the country. It is estimated that Catholic schools alone provide educa-
tion fo thirty per cent of school student in Lebanon. The secular as well as the relig-
ious curricula were imported from France. It is not until the 70s that a locally devel-
oped religious education program was suggested. This heavy reliance on French
and other Western material explains the accusation Catholic schools received of
creating Western-minded generations. Due to war circumstances, it is only in the
1990s that Vatican II's recommendations for inculturalization started to take shape
in the Lebanese Catholic schools.

As for the Protestant schools, the twentieth century saw a clear reduction in
their number. Due to financial problems in the funding Churches in the West, and
changes in mission palicies, the many small village schools were closed in favor of
fewer larger city schoals. The [ater liberal trends in the American mission together
with its focus on attracting wealthier students and being competitive in the academ-
ic field led to the slow recession in the religious education that became more lax
and more optional towards the 1960s. In fact, even when the American administra-
tion still demanded it, the missionaries themselves gave in to local pressure and
gradually secularized their curticulum Mumevan den Berg 2006: 14) The subject “Bible™ be-
came but one of the topics taught and weekly chapels became optional for non-
Christians and even sometimes for non-Protestants. This was not the case in Eng-
fish schools where the teaching of the Word of God continued to be central to the
curriculum. The atmosphere in the English schools was more pietistic and focused
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on individual choice, public confession of faith and soul winning. Both American
and English schools used imported anglo-saxon educational material in their secu-
lar as well as their religious education. Though translating the Bible into Arabic was
ane of the first endeavors achieved in the nineteenth century by the missionaries,
much of the material used in Christian education was American or British though
sometimes translated to Arabic. During the 1960s, the foreign missionaries who un-
til then were running the Protestant schools and were mostly in charge of the Chris-
tian education in them, left Lebanon and handed the reins of the missionary appa-
ratus to the local national Protestant community. This in tum affected religious
education as the national Church {ost much of the human resources involved in it.
Today, both Protestant and Evangelical schools cooperate within the Fellowship of
Evangelical Schools in Lebanon but remain diverse as far as their policies concem-
ing education in general and Christian education in particular.

Following the revival in the Greek Orthodox Church, bom out of the Orthodox
Youth Movement, severa! Orthodox schools were opened in the second halt of the
twentieth century. The schools were built in proximity of Orthodox churches and re-
viving the Orthodox spirituality and tradition as well as keeping the Orthodox youth
in the confines of the Orthodox church were some of their aims (Khodr 1992).

Alongside these Church-owned schools, one should not forget the Makasids
or Muslim schools started in many mosques and in big cities and supported by
wealthy Islamic nations such as Saudi Arabia and other Guilf states. All these relig-
ious schools, Christian and Muslim were accused of having led to and fostered divi-
sion and barriers among the Lebanese which have been very difficult to break and
in turn fueled the Lebanese Civil war. Lebanon also has a number of private secu-
lar schools not belonging to any religious group and not offering any religious edu-
cation, but those remain a small minority.

All those schools follow a more or less general structure. The total duration
in school Is 12 years, divided into six years of primary school, three years of inter-
mediate school and three years of secondary school. Though the government im-
poses on all students two sets of official exams, one at the end of the intermediate
phase and one at the end of the secondary phase, private schools offer in addition
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either the French Baccalaureate (through the French Embassy), the Intemational
Baccalaureate, or the High School system.

Civll War

The Lebanese educational system suffered greatly during the Lebanese civil war
(1975-1990). The governmental paralysis engendered a void in the public sector
and the private schools had to take over and fill the gaps. Each confessional com-
munity had to develop its educational structures and even create new ones to ac-
commodate and meel the new reality. Many schools were destroyed and some re-
located, both students and teachers faced difficuliies commuting, the economy
crashed and the demographical structure of the country changed. Yet despite all
this, Church-owned schools flourished and absorbed great numbers of students
dropping from the now sub-standard public schools. It is thanks to the private sec-
for that the Lebanese educational system could maintain its high academic stand-
ing. Only after the war has ended could attention be given to the rehabilitation of
public schools, though not always successfully.

After the war ended, Church-owned schools and Universities realized the
weight of the challenge the new demographic and political situation brought to their
doors. Many Christian schools found themselves operating in areas where only
Muslim students remained. Some had a to deal with a mixed student body fueled
with hatred towards eacn other's religion. Urgent steps had to be taken by those
schools to meet this new situation,

Christian education was then a theme to be reconsidered. Some Protestant,
Catholic and Qrthodox schools now operating in mainly Muslim areas dropped
Christian education altogether and opted for teaching ethics instead (Annahar, Ria-
shi, 2004: 21). Other schoaols coupled Christian education with peace education.
However, the majority of Church owned schools saw an even greater need for
Christian and Spiritual education in post-war Lebanon. Stemming from a need to
restructure a shattered identity or as a reaction to the painful political losses, the
Christian community found refuge in charismatic and mystical movements evi-
denced in a revival of monastic life (Picard 2003: 157). Catholic schoals in particu-
lar focused more intensely on religious education and spiritual revival by offering
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regular masses, spititual retreats and heavy presence of clergy in schools. In 2004,
the aim of education in Maronite schools was summed up as “so that they grow in
wisdom and in stature and in divine and human favar” after the example of Jesus.
Spiritual growth was underlined as one of the essential elements as well as a redis-
covery of the Maronite heritage (Annahar, Costanting 2004: 4).

In light of the general situation in the Middle East, Church-owned schools
gathered their forces under the umbrella of the MECC, Christian Education Unit, in
order to think together and plan for the future of the Christians in the area. The situ-
ation of the Church-owned schools and Christian education in them was seen as a
key element in redefining the situation and role of the Christians in a tumultuous
Middle East. In the context of the MECC and within the increasingly ecumenical
spirit in Lebanon, the various Churches have voiced the need for unify and toler-
ance among the various Christian denominations. Between 1986 and 1994, intense
meetings and workshops were organized to help Church leaders and especially
those involved in Christian education in schools and Churches to evaluate, plan
and coordinate efforts. Some of the suggestions ensuing from these years of con-
sultations were: first the eminent need to develop adequate tools for peace educa-
tion by which children and young people from the various religious groups can
learn to coexist peacefully in the schools and the society; second, the need to re-
form the Christian education material used so far in order to make it more attractive
to the new generation; third, the necessity of developing locally made Arabic curric-
ula for Christian education that meet and address the local situation and fourth the
need for an ecumenical curriculum that would introduce the students to the other
Christian denominations (Jarjour and Masarra 1995).

New steps in Christian Education
The Ecumenical Curriculum

In this same spirit, Orthodox and Catholic patriarchs met in 1996 to address some
of the issues pertaining to situations in which Orthedox and Catholic believers co-
exist. Since in many cases, Orthodox and Catholic students attend the same pri-
vate and public schools and participate in the same Christian religious education
classes, in most cases Catholic education, there was a felt need for a unifled and
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ecumenical curriculum. The Churches involved in this meeting were the Eastern
Catholic Churches (Maronites, Greek Catholic, Syriac Catholic, Armenian Catholic,
Coptic Catholic, Chaldean, and Latin), the Antiochian Greek Orthodox Church, the
Aniochian Syriac Orthodox Church, and the Amenian Ornthodox Church (Cilicia).
The new ecumenical curriculum would be based on a common Antiochian heritage
and would include a Christocentric approach to salvation history, the liturgy where
the sacraments of Christ are lived, the Church fathers and in particular the ascetics
among them, iconography and finally the experience of the sanctified life in the
Holy Spirit. The idea is to provide a common basic book accompanied by illustra-
tions and examples from the respective traditions. Comments would be added in
the margins to highlight the differences and particularities of the traditions concern-
ing the various topics when needed (CPCO 1996: 2).

A committee was bom out this meeting representing the different traditions
and was called “The Committee for Common Christian Education in Lebanon”. The
Protestant Church joined the project at a later stage. The Protesiants were
“wamed” by the committee that some of the material could be unacceptable for
them such as the intercession of the Virgin Mary, the saints, the sacraments, and
the icons. Yet the Protestants agreed to participate as long as a chapter would be
added at the end of every boak to clarify the position and faith of the Protestant
Church. The Churches agreed not to mention in the book the historical disagree-
ments between the traditions but to focus on the common elements. (Annahar,
Homsi, 2010: 11)

The work on the books started in 1997 and is still ongoing. It includes a
teacher book and a student book for every school grade until the secondary
classes. After being written the books are being revised by each Church tradition
and then put in use for testing. They include passages from the Bible, passage
from the [liturgy, prayers from each tradition, passage from the writings of the
Church fathers, and application exercises for the children. The project was funded
by the various Churches and some issues were already translated into French
thanks to private funds. This project was meant for Lebanese schools but has
found its way to other Arab countries as well. Though it was launched and
monitored by the Lebanese Churches, it has not yet been widely adopted. Catholic
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schools still use their own Catholic books, the Protestants have their English or
Amerfcan cumicula, and many Orthodox schools still use their own system.
However, it stands as a sign of hope for the ecumenical body in Lebanon and its
full adoption could take some time.

First Communion

In addition to the ecumenical cutriculum, the Patriarchal meeting of 1997 decided
to stop the habit of celebrating first communion in schools. It has been the habit so
far that in Catholic schools, all children would be given catechism classes and then
would, once in a certain grade, receive first communion in school. This has always
created difficult situations for other Christian and non-Christian children who would
either be forced to participate or be completely excluded from this central school
eveni. The Patriarchs agreed that inter-communion is not acceptable for all partfes
and thus out of sensitivity for the others, the schools should refrain from celebrating
first communion. in addition, the QOrthodox faithful receive “first” communion at bap-
tism and therefore do not need to have first communion the way the Catholics cele-
brate it. As a resuit, first communion is now celebrated in the parishes instead of in
the schools (CPCO 1996: 4).

The Unified Religlous Education Book

As a reaction to the religion-based conflicts and discriminaticn in Lebanon, the Leb-
anese Movement for Human Rights suggested an altemative for Religious educa-
tion in public and private school. A curriculum for unified religious education books
was launched in 2002 and proposed to the Ministry of Education. The Movement
hoped that the books would become the only books used in public and private
schools for religious education. The movement believes that schools are not the
place for evangelism and religious preaching but for education and culture. In this
context students should be taught about all religious faiths. Reacting to the fact that
the first lesson children receive about religion is their separation in Christian and
Muslim sub-groups, the Movement proposed a unifted book that would be taught to
both groups at the same time. The hope is that religious education would become
optional and that parents would retain the right to ask that their children would be
exempted from attending the lessons. The books were the product of a very com-

60



ALGAMAAH ALESLAMIYH - 45

plicated process of writing and revising by a committee made of three Christian
representatives and three Muslim representatives in addition to three representa-
tives from Lebanon Educational Center for Research and Development. Once the
books were launched, reservations were voiced from both the Christian side and
the Muslim side towards the books. The ministry of education, in tumn, did not follow
up the implementation of the project and the unified curriculum was never put in

place. (Annahar, R.F, 2002: 19). .

Conclusion

Religion and religious education in turn, have been the source of much tension be-

tween the various political and religious groups in Lebanon. Tensions among the

Christians themselves such as was the case between the Maronites and the Prot-

estants in the nineteenth century or the Catholics and the Orthodox. Tensions be-

tween Arab nationalists who campaigned for an all Arab and preferably secular ed-
ucation and institutions that relied heavily on Western Christian sources and
orientations. And most importantly, tensions between Christian, Muslim and Druze
communities who emerged wounded from years of civil war and open hostility. The
efferts done towards easing these tensions have to be acknowledged and applaud-
ed. Religlous peace education, ecumenical Christian education and attempts to of-
fer religious cultural education have all made a positive impact in the general at-
mosphere. However, the implementation of these initiatives remains limited to
select groups in big cities and the problems will continue to persist on all levels as
long as complete trust is not established between the various existing communities.
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The Standards of the Content
of Islamic Religious

Education for Pre-College
Education (Grades 1-12) in Egypt
DR. HUSSEIN BASHIR MAHMOUD

Institute for Educational Studies
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| - Theoretical Framework of the Standard Levels of the Content
of Islamic Religious Education

Introduction :

Religious education curricula have occupied a prominent posi-
tion among the curriculums of formal education. Those curriculums
recognize people their creator and the universe around them, They
present a principle role in forming the values and ethical system
which direct the individual in his relation with his relatives, society
and all mankind.

Standard levels of Islamic religious education curriculums are
defined according to the general attitudes of the great Islamic religion
and the bases of its instruction which represent in the following do-
mains:

- Faith in Allah {(Glory to him), His angels, His Messengers, His
books, The Resurrection Day and Fate for better or for worse.

- Creeds which include purification (Taharh), prayer (Salat), alms (Za-
kat), fasting (Sawm), pilgrimage (Haj).

- Treatments in its different forms {financial, intemational, social ....).

- Ethics, values and Islamic humanities .

- Prophetic biography and Islamic personalities.
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- Islamic civilization
- Sources of legislation (The holy Qur'an, honorable, prophetic tradi-
tion) {The Sunna of the Prophet).

1. The Domain of Creeds:
Islamic creed is an essential support to theoretical and ideological
construction. It provides with a complete conception to the uni-
verse, man and life. Moreover, the source of Islamic creed is the
inspiration and its evidences.

2. The Domain of Worship:
Islamic doctrine is necessary to know the legitimate rules which
organize the Muslim's relation with his Creator, himself and socie-
ty. They also organize the relation between Islamic society and
other societies.

3. The Domain of Behavior and Treatments:
Man is created as an honorable and successor in this earth. He is
free and the master of this universe. He distinguishes by mental
abilities and religious energies.

4. The Domain of Values, Ethics and Humanities:
The confirmation on human fraternity and openness on the world
in its all parts and on all people. So Islam is an invitation to the
good which invites people to believe in Islam without coercion.

5. The Domain of the Prophet Mohamed's Biography (P.b.U.H)
and Islamic Personalitles:
The prophetic biography to our Prophet Mohamed (peace be upon
him) is a bicgraphy to a model and perfect man who worshiped
His Creator rightly. He endeavored proceeding to Allah (Great and
Almighty). We consider him a model in our life and inspire the so-
lutions from his biography to solve our problems. Islamic personal-
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ities are considered a model! for priding and modeling by what they
had achieved in their achievements, righteous deeds and eternal
heroisms in all ages.
6. The Domain of Sources of Legislation:
The Holy Qur'an is the eternal book of Allah (Glory to him). It
came to bless man in the present life and in the afterlife. It is the
first source for the legislation. The honorable prophetic Sunnah
(Mohamedan teachings) is the second source in legislation. The
pretense of Sunnah is actual and stable by the texts of the inspira-
tion and consensus. It is related to The Holy Qur'an to explain the
ambiguity, to clarify the problems, to interpret the general and to
restrict the infinite.
7. The Domain of Islamic Civilization:
The Islamic history and Islamic civilization are sources of its pride,
coherence and strength. However, any negligence of both, is con-
sidered a negligence in the constants which distinguish the Islamic
nation.
islam is considered intermediary and it is an ideal curriculum to
human life in every time and place. It is a comprehensive curriculum
to the system of the whole life. Islam meets the human and legal
needs. It is also capable of remaining, donation and continuity in dif-
ferent ages and environments by its stable rules and dynamic
branches with democratic system (Shura) and trusty sedulity.
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lll- Indicators of the Cognitive Structure of Islamic Religious

Education:

(A) By the end of the 9th grade
(Baslc Education Stage)

(B) By the end of the 12th grade
(Secondary Education Stage)

The graduate should be able to:

1. Recognize characteristics of the
Holy Quran and the Prophet's puri-
fied Sunnah

2. Recognize the relationship between
the Holy Quran and the Prophet's
purified Sunnah.

3. Recognize significant characteris-
tics of Islamic jurisprudence,

4. Recognize God’s fairest names and
attributes and the requirements of
believing in Him.

5. Deduce the existence of God and
His attributes of perfection and ma-
jesty.

6. Recognize the reality of angels and
their nature through texts of the
Quran and the Prophet’s purified
Sunnah,

7. Recognize Divine Books and the
position of the Holy Quran among
them.

The graduate should be able to:

1. Elaborate some indicators of mirac-
ulous nature of the holy Quran and
the Prophet?s purified Sunnah,

2. Provide evidences that the Holy
Quran and the Prophet's pure Sun-
nah are the foundations of Islamic
jurisprudence resources.

3. Elaborate some Sources of Islamic
jurisprudence collective agreement
(such as consensus, comparison,
benefits, and applause.

4. Differentiate between the require-
ments of faithfulness, Islam and
charity.

5. Refuse contradictory attitudes that
aim at weakening the creed of
taithfulness in Allah,

6. Believe in the existence of angels
and the tasks allotted to them from
Allah,

7. Strengthen his relation with the Qu-
ran through leaming it by heart, re-
citing and understanding it.
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(A) By the end of the Sth grade
(Basic Education Stage)

(B) By the end of the 12th grade
{Secondary Education Stage)

8. Specify the attributes and tasks of
messengers and Muslims' duty to-
ward having faith in them.

9. Clarify/state the wisdom behind
sending messengers and prophets
to people.

10. Recognize the incidents of the
Last Day and the requirements of
believing in them.

11. State some indicators of believing

in fate and divine decree.

12. Keep thanking God in good and in

evil.

13. Perform actions of purification cor-

rectly.

Recognize the meaning of prayer

and its actions, kinds and its

14.

rules.
15. Keep performing prayers on time
correcily.
16. Recognize the meaning of zakat
(almsgiving), its impontance and
its rules.
17. Recognize the reality of fasting, its

importance and its rules.

8. Elaborate what is permitted and
prohibited in relation to the proph-
ets, (peace be upon them).

9. Appreciate faith values mentioned
in messengers' revelations.

10. Compare between events of tomb

life and the events of the Last

Day.

11. Accept God?s fate and divine de-

cree either good or bad,

12. Cormrect wrong ideas those contra-

dict having faith in fate and divine

decrea.

13. Recognize the legitimate rules of

purification.

Clarity the wisdom behind Fardh

(obligatory) and Sunnah prayers.

14.

15. Appreciate the fiexibility of lslam
in enacting religious permissions
in prayers.

16. Recognize the role of Zakat (alms-
giving) in achieving social solidar-
ity.

Appreciate the spiritual, psycho-
logical, physical and social effect

of fasting.
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(A} By the end of the 9th grade
{Basic Education Stage)

(B) By the end of the 12th grade
(Secondary Education Stage)

18. Recognize the actions of Pilgrim-
age and Omra, their importance
and the rules related to them.

19. |dentify rights and duties of par-
ents, spouses and children.

20. Enumerate some materialistic and
civil dealings in Isfamic jurispru-
dence.

21. Recognize some rules of limita-
tions and offenses and the wis-
dom behind them.

22. Cooperate with his colleagues,
family and neighbors respectfully
and politely.

23. Compile with ethics of conversing
with others.

24. Preserve public ownerships and
utilities.

25. Respect others' creed.

26. Know Prophet's Seira (peace be
upon him) betore and after revela-
tion.

27. Imitate Prophet Mchammad
(peace be upon him) in his morals
and politeness.

18. Recognize the wisdom behind en-
acting pilgrimage and Omra.

19. Summatrize the aims of jurispru-
dence in preserving family and
society.

20. Infer the legitimate wisdom behind
recent civil and financial dealings.

21. Recognize the aims of Islam in se-
curing self, family, society and
the nation.

22. Adopt the manners and values of
Islam in his relation with his fami-
ly, neighbors, parents and teach-
ers,

23. Give his opinion without intoler-
ance, fear or subjection.

24. Participate in developing his envi-
ronment and society.

25. Believe in the importance of
peaceful coexistence among hu-
mans.

26. Recognize leamed lessons from
the Prophet's Seira.

27. Refute fabrications about the
Prophet, (peace be upon him),
and his noble Sunnah.
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(A) By the end of the 9th grade
(Basic Education Stage)

(B} By the end of the 12th grade
(Secondary Education Stage)

28. Know some moral aspects of
Prophet' companions, God bless
them.

29. Know some Islamic conguests.

30. Know some prophets' stories men-
tioned in the Holy Quran.
31. Know the characteristics of Islamic

civilization.

32. Know some models of ancient and
modern civilizations and their re-
lation to Islamic civilization.

33. Understand human rights in Istam.

34. Know the position of Islam to-

wards some current issues.

35. Know that Islam does not recom-
mend squandering resources, es-

pecially water resources.

28. Appreciate the role of Prophet's
companions in the spread of Is-
lam.

29, Infer the lessons and examples
leamed from Islamic invasions
and conquests.

30. Infer the lessons and examples
learned from Quranic narrations.

31. Appreciate the role of Islamic civil-
ization in enriching human civili-
zation.

32. Feel proud of his religicn, nation,

country and civilization.

33. Compare the islamic view of hu-
man rights issues with those of
the western view

34. Take a suitable stand towards cur-
rent issues in light of Islamic juris-
prudence,

35. Understand the wisdom behind
the rationalization and investment

of available world resources.
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This paper has been based on data from the document of stan-
dard levels of the content of Islamic religious education for pre-
university instruction. It included domains of religious education
which is useful for establishing the standards. Standards help in
building the curriculums especially religious education which takes
part in the quality of instruction. Moreover, domains of religions edu-
cation help the young people recognize the opinion of Islam towards
current ideas and issues. In this respect, Islam plays an active part in
implementing human values, ethics and cultural role. So, the leamer
prides Islam and its civilization.

In addition Islam highlights the tolerance among people to show
that it is a religion of peace, right, justice fraternity, equality, freedom,
dignity and moderation.

Last and not least, those who seek knowledge about Islam are
welcomed into circle of light and guidance fill such guidance may en-
ter their hearts. Islam is not only knowledge but it is a practical sys-
tem in life.
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