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Introduction

The current research tackles the Exoterics and dialogues of Aristotle
tracing their origins back to Plato as well as the methods of their
transmission to live languages. Aristotle had been notorious for being
encyclopedic due I to his mastery of and contribution to the sciences of his
era. It is hardly an exaggeration to say that the Greek environment has
never witnessed the birth of such a genius who is distinguished by his wide
scope of knowledge that produced several philosophical and scientific
works. It is thes~ works that have evoked and aroused a lot of interest,
argument, debate and disagreement about their originality and what is
rightly or wrongly credited to him.

All those concerned with Aristotelian philosophy have shown a
tremendous interest in his own compositions in the form of exoterics as well
as the private notes related to the research materials whose Greek origin
was lost for a long time. Chief among these works are Grylus' On Ideas, On
the Soul, On Justice, and On Philosophy. Such works are of paramount
importance and i feature some distinctive characteristics that distinguish
them from other writings.

Despite all this, it was declared that the small fragments with lost
Greek origins are of neither immense nor lasting value and are
consequently worthless. They had been gathered into the collection on
neglected compositions . On some other occasions, some of these fragments
had been listed under such-and-such title. Such titles were not stable as
they changed form one compiler to another.

Nevertheless, this has not hindered ancient philosophy scholars and
students from exploring, studying and scrutinizing the rest of the writings.
These works are indeed characterized by their lucid, concise and precise
style which is easy to be understood by the public audience for whom they
had been written. A vast number of these was mimetic; that is, written in

I

imitation of Plato's exoterics, although they seem to be less influential and
less magnificent than Plato's early exoterics. It's then quite natural that
researchers date back Aristotle's production of this genre to his early life
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when he was still a member of the Platonic Academy. This is confirmed by
the Platonic flavor of some titles of the Aristotelian exoterics, such as:
Politicus, Sophistes, Menexenus and Symposium. Listed among the early
exoterics is On Rhetoric which is also known as Grylus, named after the son
of Exinophone who was murdered in the Battle of Mantinea 361-362 B.C.

It seems that the exoteric had been classified shortly after that date.
Among the arly exoterics are Eudemus or On the Soul, named after
Cypriote Eudemus( Aristotle's friend) and written in a style pretty close to
Phaedo as Aristotle here consents to the Platonic Principle of pre-existence
and the nature of the soul. To the same period also belongs Protrepticus, a

I

sermon on philosophical life addressed to the Cypriote Prince' Themiso. It
was well-known in ancient times and supplied Iamblichu'ls with the
materials needed or his exoterics which were modelled on protropticus,
Furthermore, it was the model for ciceron's exoteric entitled Hortensius. It
is worth mentioning that lis On Philosophy was believed to be written later.
Despite its clear Platonic flavor, it is different in its emphasis on the
immortatlity of pre-existence and goes on to oppose the principle of ideas.

During his stay in court, Aristotle urote to Alexander On
Colonization and On Monarchy in addition some other of which we know
little but whose titles are well-known such as : On Justice, On the Poets, On
Wealth, On Prayer, On Good Birth, Pleasuree, Nerinthus, and Eroticus,

We should not in this context forget lispoems of which remain
only three including an elegy in commemoration of Plato, a psalm to Eros
and an elegy of Arthimus. In addition to these, there are his epistles to
Antpater; all are original. As for the noted and works whos~ week orgin
was lost ( more than two hundred titles of works believed to be Aristotle's),
they were kept in the three ancient lists. I

The importance of the present study emanates froT an attempt
for suniving the remaining fragments of these works with a view to
vecognizing Aristotle's metal development since he was a disciple of Plato
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and his productivity in this period of time. Moreover, the study sheds light
on unknown Aristotelian features representing his thoughtful attitudes in
these works on which we rarely find anything in the Arabic library.
Therefore, I hjope that this study would be an access for researchers and
students to this aspect of Aristotle's life and works.

The study poses the following questions for which answers will
be found throughout this research:

1 - To what extent can we credit and assign these lost works to
Aristotile?

2 - Does the content of these exoterics differ from that of his known
books and compositions?

3 - Can we deduce new Aristotelian from these works different from
the views already know tous .

4 - How far is Aristotle influenced by Plato in these exoterics ?

The approach employed is the his torical, analytical,
comparative in the sense that it fits the nature of this study as I shall
analyze the exoterics historically and philosophically and than compare
them to platonic philosophy.

This research is divided in to two parts plus an introduction and a
conclusion:

The introduction sheds light on the importance and motivations
of topic of this research, its problem, and the approach and methodology
employed.

Part One is entitled: Aristotle: His life and works. It is
subdivided into three Capters and a conclusion.
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Chapter One: (Aristotle's KLife and his Scientific and Political
Identity) deals with the potitical conditions in Greece, the role of the
Academy in Aristotle's life and his return to Athens and the establishment
of the lickium. Chapter Two (The Aristotelian Exoterics: Their
Devekopment and the Possible Dates of their Publication) handle Platonic
Exotercs as models for students; the Exoteric in its Aristotetion form and its
characteristics as well as the differences and similarities between both plus
the validity of the dates of the Aristotetion works.

Chapter Three ( The Transmission of Aristotle to the European
West) treats Aristotle's followers after his death, his school library's desting
and the translation of Aristotle's works into Latin.

Part Two ( The Exoterics of the Development and Renewal Cycle). It
is divided into three chapter and a conclusion:

Chapter One : (Exoterics of Imitation and Learning ) tackles
analytically a group of Aristotelian exoterics which reflect Aristotle's
influence by Platonic philosophy at that time to the extent of oven defending
the platonic doctrine.

Chapter Two ( Exoterics of Maturity) highlights a group of exoterics
in the mature Aristotelian period in which Aristotle had differed from and
disagreed with Plato and voiced out to tally different opinions.

Chapter Three ( Exoterics of Independence and Renewal) discusses
one exoteric ( On Philosophy) which represents the peak of Aristotetion
maturity, thoughtful and philosophical, as is shown in his harsh criticism of
platonic doctrine particularly the theory of ideas.

Finally comes the conclusion which provides a summary of the
findings, results and recommendations of thisresearch.

I do hope that this thesis would be a contribution to the field and help
openup new issues and evoke further interest inthis area.
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