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Summary Of The Research

Introduction:

Developing the human mind represents one of the crucial and urgent
issues in the information in which we live,This age is also characterized by a
number of contemporary problem which requires one to use creative and critical
thinking. Thus, developing thinking come to be one of the top priorities of the
educational process. Sociology, a subject tought in secondary schools, can
promote thinking skills among students as it tackles controvercial issues that
challenge mind and arouse thinking, and use effective instructional strategies and
program.

The Research Problem:
Teaching practices of sociology currently used at secondary stage focus

mainly on rote memorization and neglect other important aspects such as
developing students thinking skills through effective program and strategies.
While extensive research has been conducted on the effectiveness of several
teaching strategies and programs In developing thinking skills in different
subjects, corresponding research on sociology is scarce. Consequently this study
offers a proposed teaching Program for developing thinking skills among
secondary school students through sociology.

Research Questions:
The Problem of the study can be summarized In the following main

question: "What is the effectiveness of a proposed teaching program in
developing thinking skills among secondary School students through
Sociology?" The following sub- questions are derived from the main question:

1- What are the shortcomings of teaching sociology which hinder developing
thinking skills among secondaryschool students?

2.. What are the most important thinking skills that can be developed through
sociology?

3.. What are the aspects of the proposed teaching program for developing some
thinking skills among secondary school students?

4- What is the effectiveness of the proposed program in developing some
thinking skills among secondary school students through sociology?
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Research Hypotheses:
1- There is a significant difference at 0.01 Level between the mean Scores

attained by The experimental group, Which will receive the Training
program, and those attained by the control group, which will not receive the
trainingprogram in favour ofthe experimental group. .

2- There is a significant difference at 0.01 Level In Problem Solving skill
development between the mean Scores attained by the experimental group
and those attainedby the Control group in Favourofthe experimental group

3- There is a significant difference at 0.01 Level in creative thinking skill
development between the mean scores attained by the experimental group
and those attained by the controlgroup in favourof the experimental group.

4- There is a Significant difference at 0.01 Level In Critical Thinking Skill
development between the mean Scores attined the experimenteal group and
those attainedby the control group in favorof the experimental group.

5- There is a significant-difference at 0.01 level between the mean scores of the
experimental group in the pre- and post- tests on the whole thinking skills
test in favor of the post- tests.

6- There is significant difference at 0.01 level between the mean scores of the
experimental group in the pre- and post-tests on the thinking skills
(problem solvingskills) in favor of the post- tests.

7- There is a significant difference at 0.01 level between the meanscores of the
experimental group in the pre- and post- tests on the thinking skills test
(Creative thinkingskills) in favor of the post- tests.

8- There is a significant difference at 0.01 level between the mean scores of the
experimental group in the pre- and post- tests on the thinking skills test
(critical thinking skills) in favor of the post- tests.

9- The program will be effective (80%) in developing thinking skills.

Research limitations:
Theresearch was limited to:

1- A random sample of the third grade secondary school female students (litarts
section) from southern Giza school distrrict.

2- The thinking skills inclucded in the study were limited to:
- problem solving skills: identifying the problem, formatting hypotheses

and testing hypotheses;
- creative thinking skills: fluency and flexibility;
- critical thinking skills: deduction, interpretation and evaluation.

3- The program was limited to the "Sociology and Egyptian society issues" unit
adopted from sociology textbooktaughtat secondary schools in Egypt.

-Y'.O-
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Research Tools:
1- A questionnaire for identifying the obstacles to developing thinking skills

through sociology.
2- An inventory of some thinking skills that can be developed through

sociology.
3- The proposed teaching program that include:

- The teacher's manual.
- Student's workbook.

Thinking skills test.

Research procedures:
To answer the questions of the study and to test its hypotheses, the

researcher followed the next procedures

1- Reviewing previous research and literature relevant to the study.
2- Examining the relationship between thinking skills and sociology.

3- Developing the instruments of the study and submitting them to a jury of
specialists . .

4- Selecting the sample of the study; the experimental group C n 35) in al­
Gizal secondary school and the control group (n- 35) in wagih baghdadi
secondary school.

5- The pre- testing of the thinking skills test.

6- Teaching the suggested unit to the experimental group while teaching the
control group using a traditional method.

7- The post testing of thinking skills test.
8- Analyzing the data statistically and interpreting the results.

Research results:
The study reached the following results:

1- All the nine hypotheses of the study were confirmed.

2- The program was effective in developing thinking skills as a whole and in
developing problem solving skills, creative thinking skills and critical
thinking skills.

3- The program was highly effective in developing problem solving skills,
critical thinking skills and stated thinking skills as a whole; however it was
of low effectiveness in developing creative thinking skills (less than 80%)
at last the research some recommendations and suggestions for future
research.
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