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USE OF TECHNOLOGY FOR
THE TRAINING OF DU'AT

ANIS AHMAD
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The use of technology for da*wah purposes raises some doubts as woll as
offers promise for a better futurc. The fear is mainly due to the possibility of
developing a techno-culture (AHMAJ, 1987). in the West the transcendence
of technology not only at a fun<tional level but at an axiological level has often
subs#tuted the traditional values with a new set of valucs pravided by techno-
culturz. Consequently progress and development in a Western context is
judged by technological advancement.

It is interesting to note that functionalist-behaviorists, in modern Western
social sciences, suggest development of a technology of human behavior {Skin-
ner, 1972). Muslim Social Scientists, on the contrary, aware of the ideological
poverty thus caused, have enly recentiy startcd to talk about building a new
framework of thought with the help of Isfamic pre-suppositions (al-Farugi,
1982). However, some of the Muslim Scientists and most of the political leaders
still believe that their key to progress lies in technology and in its transfer and
development.

Important as it is, technological development does not mean improvementin
the humin condition Conseyuently, a number of the technologically more
advanced countries. despite a techno-culture, face a miserable situation atindi-
vidual andsocial levels.

Then how can we use technology without being ensfaved to it?, T'o be moxx
specific how can a da'iyah ¢ounter the threats of a techno-culture and at the
same time use modern technology for da’wah?. This research paper makes an
attempt to answer this question.

What is Techno-cnlture agd haw to aveid it 2.

We use the term techno-culiure in a wider sense to refer to that attitude and
behavior pattexrn which follows a technological ¢thics. it determines the role of
man in the framework of a technological society.

-2 .



For ¢xample in a techno-<:ulturc technelogical superstructure determines the
size of humansociety. While in a man-centered culiwre, technology is to be tai-
lored in view of human need. For example in a given situation where manual
labor is abundantly available it will be illogical and un-ethical to develop a
technology which does not absorb reasonable suantity oflabor. 11 other words,
amajor problem of techno~cuiture is thatit helps in development of institutions
which deny the very architect ef techno-culture the fruit of his efforts.

Therefore, when werefer to use of technology fer da*wah we mean making
technology subsgrvient to the abjectives and methodology of da'wah..

Letusseewhatthese objectives are andhew they could be achievedin a bet-
ter way through use ef technology.

Objectivesof Da’wah :

For our own cenvenience we may divide objectives of da’wah into leag term
and shertterm objectives. the long term ebjectives of da‘'wah are :
1. Realization of Allah Subhanahu Wa ‘Ta‘ala’s authority in all agpects of
life.
2. Building a community {{Ummah) with full involvement in Alams bil
ma’ruf wannahi’ anil Munkar.

3. Wissemination of Islamic message at a universal pepular level.
4.  Maximum elemination of injusiice, exploitatien, and corruption from
society {Taghut, Zulm, Fasad).
However, in view of a given situation short term objectives of da’wah may
also be identifizd. Ina normal situation these will includs ;
1. Bevelepment of necessary structure for the dissemination of Islamic mes-
sage.

2. Devclopment of a net-work of training programs for Islamic warkers.

Development of an effective feed in and feed back system of da’wah.

4. Development of pessible solutions for socio-culturai, ecenomic, and
psiitical issues

w
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in order to achieve short term: and tongterm objectives of da’wuh a step by
step strategy needs to be devised. While developing this strateag onc cannot
disregard the rele of technology. What are the areas where use of technology
can improve da’wah programs and activities 7. in the following we t1y to iden-
tify such areas.

1. Da’wah at person to person level :

Traditionaliy person to person da’wah is done mostly threugh private visits
or through distribution of Islamic literature. ‘The communication revolution
hiasmade it more convenient forus toreach others in a more personalizedman-
ner. for example, use of medern mailing devices, in order te reach out hun-
dreds and thousands of possible recipients of Islamic message. the duat should
be trained in how to use computerized lists of addresses, {available at a verylow
oost). They may also be trained in how to develop such lists with the help of
telephone directories, subscription lists of newspapars and magazines and
membership roasters oflocal libraries. Besides, they may develop an effective
37 X5” reference card catalogue bydistributing blank cards amongparticipants
in public meetings and requesting them to fill in their names and addresses.
These sddresses may be arranged alphabetically and used for perssnalized let-
ters, messages, publications ete.

2. Mass contact @

In order to reach large number of people public meetings, corner meetings,
andrallies can be arranged. However, thesc will require use of modern gadges
¢.g. public address system. Mobile and less costly PA system ¢an be developed
for da'wah purposes. For example, a very simple system consisting of a brief
case withbuilt in 8” speakersand a dry-cell-operated amplifier can ecasily make
a speaker heard in a group of about200-300 persons. All major brands produce
megaphones with detachable or builtin microphones. These are also run ondry
¢ells and are effective for smaller groups.



Megaphones zre ideal for small groups and rallies, They help control the
movement cf a group aswell as helpindeveloping short speeches. Megaphones
should be used for da’wah purposes in parks, recreational areas, market places,
and even trains, Isfami¢ workers may use the travellers’timc to convey Islamic
da’wah to them with the help of this very simplc mechanical devise.

1n order to have mass contact two major technologies must be utilized to our
fullest capabilities, first radio and szeond television.

3. Usc ef Rudin

In terms of listeness, Radio has larger and varied audience. According to an
est:mate about 837 Radio stations are operating in Asia tospread Christianity.
The reason Radio is so popularly used is its easy nceess to listeners. A farmer
as well as a traveller in a car or a bus can listen to Radio. No doubt T.V. and
home video recorders have heavily influenced the kistening and viewing habits
of people. Yet millions of people switch on their radios te listen tc news and
music,

Islamic message needs to be given not in the form of long moralizing lectures
but through news, news commentaries, spor#& news and commentaries, Islamic
song.s, Radic dramas and shorter pregrams,

To have an effcctive da’wah program through Radio requircs some home
work. Islamic workers {du’at} must under go extensive training to produce such
programs. They must join Training Academy’'s for Radio Producers to get
necessary training in audio recording, editing, dubbing, seript editing, and
comparing. They should learn to convey their message in between the lings in
the shortest possible time.

If a worker canleamn how to produce aradis program of 20 minutes duration
with prefessional skillit will not be difficult for him toproduce a program of 10
hours.



4. Usc of Audio Casseties . é Recorders :

Although color visien has more appeal to the viewers, audition can also be
very informative and effective. Not too long ago in one of the Muslim coun-
tries, effective use of audio cassellc recorders, for conveying of messages ledto
a na®on-wide revolution.

The great benefit of audio cassette is that it can be educative toeven a person
who cannot read or write. This is why, besides sending His message in book
form, the message was also conveyed in a recitation (Qira).

Muslin du’at must make best use of audio recerders. These could be used to
teach prayers, to give guidance about public health and hygiene, world affairs,
Islamic issues et<. Sclections from the Qur’an and ahadiili, and lessons on figh
and sirah, could be recorded on audio tapes and distributed.

Audio recorders conld be used in places where even electricity is not availa.
ble. Dry cells or even windable recorders are available and are being used by
some Christian Missionaries in Bangladesh.

5. Useof Vides for Da’wah :

Today, the medis revolution has made video players accessable in most of
the places where eleciricity has reached, even in villages. Many developing
nations have introduced educational T.V. Chanuels. A number of privateand
church organizations have produced prometional and propagational p:ograms,
Therefore, it is no longer difficult for da'wah oriented organizations to produce
video programs on various aspects of Islam.

Keeping in view the western mind. it will be appropriate to produce educa-
%onal material dealing with Islam as a ¢ulture, and as a movement for social
change.

How Islam solves contemporary problems and issues will serve the purpose
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better than producing lectures on agidah. Thematic treatment of the Qur’anic
ayat and ahadith of Rasul afayhe assalat wa assafam wili be more useful than
simply producing Qur’anic recitation and its translation.

Poewry and literature are one of the most effective means of communication.
Video programs with a literary touch and use of poetry and songs can produce
better resuls for da’wah (The Da’wah Academy of the intemnational Istamic
University, Islamabad {PAKIST AN} plans to produce such programs in near
future insha Allah}.

6. Use of data analysis :

The micro-chip rzevolutionhas made micro computers and processors aceess-
able even for private use in homes. The da’wah oriented organizations must
make use of this new techaology for the scientific analysis of important infor-
mation.

In many growing communities, Mushim organizations are not aware of the
ethnic, religious, ecanomic, educational, social, and culturai background ofthe
new Muslims (Converts to Islam). Ne scientificresearchis done tofindout fac-
tors hclpful in better communicasion of Islamic message (diu"wah}. Indeed,
bidayah and dalalah is from Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala, yet better use of
resources and informationcan lead to betterresulss. Tiie Qur’an exorts that we
must use most apprepriate speech, and manner in conveying our da'weh (al-
nahl 16: 125} which means thatall available means must be used for da'wah. To
illustraie my point, I may refer to communities where ethnic, linguistic, and
religious diversity exists, In such communities no one fixed method can we
applied for Islamic propagation. Similarly, not every da’yab will know the
socio-cultural, economic, educational, and psychological background of the
addressee. However, if da’wahorganizations usemodermn technology in collect-

ing data and making analysis of information it will help tremendously in
developing appropriate methodology for mass-contact and communication of
da’wah.




7. Uscol MobilcA.V. Units :

Modern technology has made it very easy for us to use new promotional
techniques for da’wah. Multi-purpose Mobile Vans can be developed for ficld
work in da’'wah. These vans may include collapsable bookshelves, audio and
video projector facilities and public address system (P.A. System).

The da’wah organizations may decide on the area of its work and with the
help of a Coordinator the van may visit fixed points. At these fixcd points the
van may provide a display of useful books on Islam which may also be loaned
to the readership in that community. The unit may show video programs or
even lend video and audio cassettes to people on a membership basis.

The unit may be parked in a public park and alecture or address may be deli-
vered in a corner meeting or in anearly playground.

8. Usc of Modern Advertisement Techniques :

Mass communication through adverstisement is a fast growing industry.
However, very little use has been made of advcertisements and posters for
da’wah. We can easily reach larger numbers of people through this method.
Our du’at should be professionally trained. They should know clearly their

audience and readership. Radio, T.V., and newspapers and magazines must be
used for da’wah based advertisements, posters, and slogans.

The Chinese and after them the socialist revolutionaries in Cuba have made
an excellent use of posters and slogans. They have tried to reach youth and mas-
ses through ideological messages given in slogans and colorful posters.

Muslim preachers should be trained to make use of this modern technique of
communication.

9. Overhead Praojectors :

Modern educational aids, such as. overhead projectors arevery much helpful
in elaborating and conveying a message. The training programs for Muslim
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du’at should inejude training in how to make best use of overhead projectors
and 35 ram slides.

Use of 35 mm slides is comparatively expensive. It involves development of
a series of transparengies, organizing them, and then developing a nasrative to
suit the program. However, with a little creativity very attractive programs for
da’wah can be developed on 35 mm slides.

Muslim preacher, today, needs to learn n lot besides oration and in-depth
knowdedge of Islam. His best intreduction is his humility and strength of
character.

However, he must have working knowledge of mass media and communica-
tion technigues. He must have professional knowledge of handling audio-vis-
uai equipment. He sheuld be akle to understand the craft of modem jour-
naiism.

He must acquire working Mowledge of how to manage and organize things
and how to deal with people. In other words, he should have a {air idea about
administration of things. ]

He cannotgo ahead inda'wah work without having basic knowledge in plan-
ning. Planning is a science and he must iwow he can develop a feasible action
plan for da’wah .

Itwill be realistic tosay that we areonlyabout to start a scientific, systematic,
and planned da'wah activity. W e are raising questions, such as, useof technol-
ogy for da’wah at a time when others have already established a tradition of
using technology for their missionary activities.

However, our asling meaningful questions is a sign of sptimism and with the
help of Allah Subhanahu Wa ‘Ta’ala, our sincere efforts are hound to bring
positive results. Ther¢ is no singie step taken in the way of Allah which is not
responded to with twice the enthusiasm and warmth by Allah Subhanahu Wa
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Ta'ala Himself. 1f we walk one step tewards Him he cemes two steps near us.
Therefore, all sincere effors done by us are bound to bearing fruit” not only in
this wozld but in life hereafter.

day Allayh provide vs with His special help in making best use of modemn
technology in His way and in calling humanity to His cause.

Wa akhiru da’wana anil hamdulillahi rabbilalamin.
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