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  ما بعد الاستعمارحقبة هوية 
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Coombs. New York: Anchor, 1974. 
Williams, Patrick, and Laura Chrisman, eds. Colonial Discourse and Post-colonial Theory: A Reader. New 
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Notes: 
1. As a historical term, the word postcolonial generally refers to the cessation of colonialistdomination of one 

country by another. It is thus a problematic term. For as this chapter explains, the cessation of colonialist 
domination—the liberation of a colonized nation by the removal of the colonizers’ military and 
governmental forces—does not automatically result in the cessation of the cultural, social, or economic 
exploitation of the liberated nation by more technologically developed countries. And it is difficult to say 
that a nation is truly postcolonial if it continues to be exploited by, for example, multinational corporations 
taking unfair advantage of its cheap labor and its lack of environmental protection laws. By employing the 
term postcolonial, as we do here, to name a theoretical framework used to analyze literature and other 
cultural productions, we are not limiting ourselves to texts written after the cessation of colonialist 
domination. Rather, we’re interested in analyzing writing produced as a result of colonization, which means 
we’re interested in literature written at any time following a nation’s initial contact with a colonialist 
oppressor. 
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2. It is interesting to note that the concept of double consciousness was first articulated in 1903 by African 

American writer W. E. B. DuBois in The Souls of Black Folk. 
3. Today, the words imperialism and colonialism are often used interchangeably. 
Before World War II, however, when Britain still had extensive colonial holdings, the distinction between the 

two terms was fairly clear. Strictly speaking, imperialism is the system of forming and maintaining an 
empire (a collection of territories under the control of a single ruler) through such means as military 
conquest, the control of natural resources, the control of world markets, and colonization. Colonialism (the 
extension of territorial control through the establishment of colonies) is merely one form of imperialism. In 
the decades since World War II, however, such concepts as cultural colonization, neocolonialism, and 
cultural imperialism—all of which involve the economic and cultural domination of one society by another 
without the extension of territorial control—have blurred the distinction between the terms imperialism and 
colonialism. 
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