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Notes:  

1. References to The Great Gatsby are cited parenthetically throughout this textbook and refer to the 1992 
edition of the novel published by Macmillan (with notes and preface by Matthew J. Bruccoli). 
Parenthetical references include page numbers as well as chapter to aid those readers using a different 
edition of the novel. 

2. In studying critical theory, adherence to a strict chronological order would pose problems even if we 
wanted to achieve it. Perhaps the most pressing problem is that the chronological order in which theories 
appeared in academia differs from their chronological order if looked at from a broader historical 
perspective. For example, if we wanted to use academic history as our principle of organization, this book 
probably would begin with New Criticism (chapter 5), the academic origins of which can be found in the 
1920s, although New Criticism’s domination of academia didn't begin until after World War II. If we 
wanted to use history in the broader sense of the word as our principle of organization, then this book 
probably would begin with feminism (chapter 4), which one could argue began with Mary 
Wollstonecraft’s Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792) or perhaps even earlier. While I do adhere to 
what I believe is a logical order in the presentation of chapters, please note that chronology is not 
abandoned, merely reconsidered. In addition to being foundational in nature, the first three theories 
presented—psychoanalysis, Marxism, and feminism—historically precede New Criticism, which is the 
next chapter offered. Chapters on the remaining theories follow in a chronological order based, for the 
most part, on the period during which each theory achieved an important, widespread presence in 
academia. 
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