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Brooks, Cleanth. The Well-Wrought Urn: Studies in the Structure of Poetry. New York: Reynal & Hitchcock, 

1947. (See especially “Gray’s Storied Urn,” 96–113; “Keats’ Sylvan Historian: History without Footnotes,” 
139–52; and “The Heresy of Paraphrase,” 176–96.) 

Brooks, Cleanth, and Robert Penn Warren. Understanding Fiction. 1943. 2nd ed. New York: Appleton-Century-
Crofts, 1959. (See especially “Letter to the Teacher,” xi–xx; and “What Theme Reveals,” 272–78.) 

———. Understanding Poetry. 1938. 4th ed. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1976. (See especially 
“Poetry as a Way of Saying,” 1–16; “Tone,” 112–15; and “Theme, Meaning, and Dramatic Structure,” 266–
70.) 

Litz, A. Walton, Louis Menand, and Lawrence Rainey, eds. Modernism and the New Criticism. Vol. 7. The 
Cambridge History of Literary Criticism. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2000. 

Spurlin, William J., and Michael Fischer, eds. The New Criticism and Contemporary Literary Theory: 
Connections and Continuities. New York: Garland, 1995. 

Wellek, Rene, and Austin Warren. Theory of Literature. 1949. 2nd ed. New York: Harcourt, Brace and World, 
1956. (See especially “Image, Metaphor, Symbol, Myth,” 175–201.) 
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Wimsatt Jr., W. K. The Verbal Icon: Studies in the Meaning of Poetry. Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 

1954. (See especially “The Intentional Fallacy,” 3–18; “The Affective Fallacy,” 21–39; “The Structure of 
Romantic Nature Imagery,” 103–16; and “Explication as Criticism,” 235–51.) 

 
For advanced readers:  
Blackmur, R. P. The Lion and the Honeycomb: Essays in Solicitude and Critique. New York: Harcourt Brace, 

1955. 
Davis, Todd F., and Kenneth Womack. Formalist Criticism and Reader-Response Theory. New York: Palgrave, 

2002. 
Eliot, T. S. Selected Prose of T. S. Eliot. Ed. Frank Kermode. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1975. (See 

especially “Tradition and the Individual Talent,” 37–44; and “Hamlet,” 45–49.) 
Empson, William. Seven Types of Ambiguity. New York: Noonday, 1955. 
Jancovich, Mark. The Cultural Politics of the New Criticism. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1993. 
Krieger, Murray. The New Apologists for Poetry. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1956. 
Ransom, John Crowe. The New Criticism. New York: New Directions, 1941. 
Richards, I. A. Coleridge on Imagination. New York: W. W. Norton, 1950. 
Wimsatt Jr., W. K., ed. Explication as Criticism: Selected Papers from the English Institute, 1941–1952. New 

York: Columbia University Press, 1963. (See especially Cleanth Brooks’s “Literary Criticism: Marvell’s 
‘Horatian Ode,’ ” 100–130; Douglas Bush’s “John Milton,” 131–45; and Lionel Trilling’s “Wordsworth’s 
‘Ode’: Intimations of Immortality,” 175–202.) 

 
Notes:  

1. Most literary critics today, regardless of their theoretical orientation, acknowledge that New Criticism’s 
concept of “universal significance” was bogus, even harmful, because a text’s “universality” was 
determined by, and thus too often limited to, white male American experience. 

2. For similar arguments, see, for example, Cartwright, Chase, Dillon, Gross, Hart, Le Vot, Moore, Nash, Stern, 
and Trilling. 

3. The view that Gatsby shares the corruption of his world is held, for example, by Bruccoli, Dyson, and Fussell. 
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