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Notes 
1. Frye’s Anatomy of Criticism: Four Essays attempts to systematize literature in four different ways. He calls these 

approaches his (1) theory of modes, or historical criticism (tragic, comic, and thematic); (2) theory of symbols, or 
ethical criticism (literal/descriptive, formal, mythical, and anagogic); (3) theory of myths, or archetypal criticism 
(comedy, romance, tragedy, irony/satire); and (4) theory of genres, or rhetorical criticism (epos, prose, drama, lyric). 
Although there has been some debate concerning whether or not Frye’s work falls within the category of 
structuralism, it seems rather clear that all four of the approaches offered in Anatomy of Criticism are structuralist 
theories of genre because all seek the structural principles— such as plot formulas and character functions—that 
underlie genres in the Western literary tradition.  

2. Not all archetypal criticism relates the mythic motifs found in literature to literary genres. Many archetypal critics, or myth 
critics—most of whom have been influenced by the work of Carl Jung—analyze literary works in order to identify the 
specific myths on which they draw. See, for example, Bodkin, Campbell, and Jung. 

       

o b e i k a n d l . c o m



������ �	
��
� ��	���
�: �����
 ���� ��


�  ٢٤٠
             Works cited 
Barthes, Roland. “The World of Wrestling.” Mythologies. 1957. Trans. Annette Lavers. New York: Hill and Wang, 1972. 

15–25. 
Bodkin, Maud. Archetypal Patterns in Poetry: Psychological Studies of Imagination. 1934. New York: Random House, 

1958. 
Campbell, Joseph. The Hero with a Thousand Faces. Rev. ed. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1968. 
Culler, Jonathan. Structuralist Poetics: Structuralism, Linguistics, and the Study of Literature. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell 

University Press, 1975. 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. 1925. New York: Macmillan, 1992. 
Frye, Northrop. Anatomy of Criticism: Four Essays. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1957. 
Genette, Gerard. Narrative Discourse. Trans. Jane Lewin. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1980. 
Greimas, A. J. Structural Semantics. 1966. Trans. Daniele McDowell, Ronald Schleifer, and Alan Velie. Lincoln: University 

of Nebraska Press, 1983. 
Jung, Carl. The Archetypes and the Collective Unconscious. Vol. 9, Part I of Collected Works. 2nd ed. Trans. R. F. C. Hull. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1968.———, ed. Man and His Symbols. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1964. 
Levi-Strauss, Claude. “The Structural Study of Myth.” Structural Anthropology. 1958. Trans. Claire Jacobson and Brooke 

Schoepf. New York: Basic, 1963. 206–32. 
Saussure, Ferdinand de. Course in General Linguistics. 1916. Trans. Wade Baskin. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1966. 
Scholes, Robert. Structuralism in Literature: An Introduction. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1974. 
Todorov, Tzvetan. Grammaire du Décaméron. The Hague: Mouton, 1969.  

 

 

 

o b e i k a n d l . c o m




