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(1) Restatement of the Law of Contracts, Copyright 1932 by The American Law
institute. Reprinted with the permission of the American Law Institute. 8§ 235 &
236.

(2) Corbetta Construction Co. V. U.S., 198 Ct. Cl. 712 (1972).

(3) Blount Brothers Corporation, NASA BCA 865-29, 67-2 BCA { 6562; also see
Appeal of Pool & Canfield, Inc., ASBCA No. 4-3399 (March 4, 1992).
(Contractor’s interpretation of depicting conduit was consistent with industry with
industry practice.)



(4) Blake Construction Co., Inc., GSBCA 1345, 65-1 BCA 1 4624.

(5) Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. v. U.S., 195 Ct. Cl. 21 (1971); also see Department
of Transportation v. Semanderes, 5-31 A.2d 815 (Pa. Cmwlth. 1987). (Contractor’s
Interpretation of a latently ambiguous specification was more reasonable than the
owner’s interpretation.)

(6) Unicon Management Corp. v. U.S., 179 Ct. Cl. 534 (1967).

(7) Massachusetts Port Authority v. U.S., 197 Ct. Cl. 721 (1972).

(8) Hol-Gar Manufacturing Corp. v. U.S., 169 Ct. Cl. 384 (1965); also see Appeal of
Fort Mechanical, Inc., GSBCA No. 6350 (July 18, 1983). (Contractor could not
simply ignore a drawing scale when interpreting the contract documents.) Also Hills
Materials Co. v. Rice, 982 F.2d 514 (Fed. Cir. 1992) (Change in OSHA slope
requirement compensable because specific reference to specific OSHA regulation . .
. “issued” superseded the more general terms in the Permits and Responsibilities
clause, which placed responsibility with the contractor for compliance with changed
regulations.)

(9) Jarbet Co., ASBCA 14554, 72-1 BCA 1 9379.

(10) Appeal of Hull-Hazard, Inc., ASBCA No. 34645 (June 29, 1990).

(11) Gholson, Byars and Holmes Construction Co. v. U.S., 173 Ct. Cl. 374 (1965).
(12) W. G. Cornell Co. v. U.S., 179 Ct. Cl. 651 (1967); also see Appeal of Santa Fe,
Inc., VABCA No. 2167 (Dec. 18, 1986). (In the absence of an express contract
requirement to the contrary, contractor to rely on standard industry performance
practices.)

(13) Sylvania Electric Products, Inc. v. U.S., 198 CT. CI. 106 (1972).

(14) Gibbs v. U.S., 175 Ct. CI. 411 (1966).

(15) Peter Kiewit Sons’ Co. v. U.S., 109 Ct. Cl. 517 (1947).

(16) George Bennett v. U.S., 178 Ct. Cl.; also see Department of Transportation v.
Mosites Construction Co., 494 A.2d 41 (Pa.Cmwlth. 1985). (Ambiguous payment
schedule construed against the project owner that drafter it.)

(17) C. Stanley Dees and Gilbert J. Ginsburg “Contract Interpretation and Defective
Specifications,” Government Contracts Monograph No. 4 (Published by the
Government Contracts Program, the George Washington University, 1975), pp. 16
& 17.

(18) Maxwell Dynometer Co. v. U.S., 181 Ct. Cl. 607 (1967).

(19) Max Drill, Inc. v. U.S., 192 Ct. CI. 608 (1970).

(20) U.S. v. Spearin, 248 U.S. 132 (1918).

(21) Bromley Contracting Co., ASBCA 14884, 72-1 BCA 1 9252; also see Appeal of
Harrison Western/Frank-Denys, Inc., ENGBCA No. 552-3 (Nov. 22, 1991).
(Contractor was not required to detect a latent error in a drawing note.)

(22) Aerodex, Inc. v. U.S., 189 Ct. Cl. 344 (1969).

(23) Ralph C. Nash, Mr., Government Contract Changes (Federal Publications,
Inc., Washington, D.C., 1975), p. 275.

(24) Neal & Co. vs U.S., 19 CI. Ct. 463 (1990).

(25) Restatement of the Law of Contracts, § 454.



(26) Natus Corporation v. U.S., 178 Ct. Cl. 1 (1967); also see Appeal of Centex
Construction Co., Inc., ASBCA No. 29323 (Sept. 30, 1985). (Contractor was
required to device construction techniques that would meet a difficult design.)

(27) Saddler vs. U.S., 287 F.2d 411 (Ct. CI. 1961).

(28) Helene Curtis Industries, Inc. v. U.S., 160 Ct. Cl. 437 (1963).

(29) H. N. Bailey & Associates v. U.S., 196 Ct. Cl. 166 (1971); also see Uhley v.
Tapio Construction Co., Inc., 573 So0.2d 391 (Fla.App. 1991). (Contractor had an
obligation to confirm benchmark elevations in the field.)

(30) Laburnum Construction Corp. v. U.S., 163 Ct. Cl. 339 (1963). [Also see
Appeal of Oneida Construction Co., Inc./David Boland, Inc., Joint Venture, ASBCA
No. 44194 (Oct. 6, 1994). (Government’s defective specifications hindered the
contractor’s progress.)]

(31) Beacon Construction Co. v. U.S., 161 Ct. ClI. 1 (1963). [Also see Appeal of
Sherman Construction Corp., VABCA No. 1942 (Dec. 13, 1984). (Contractor had a
duty to seek clarification of conflicting contract provisions.)]

(32) WPC Enterprises, Inc. v. U.S., 163 Ct. Cl. 1 (1963). [Also see Appeal of Bruce-
Anderson Co., Inc., ASBCA No. 29411 (Aug. 1, 1988). (Contractor had no duty to
discover or seek clarification of a latently restrictive specification.)]

(33) S. O. G. of Arkansas v. U.S., Ct. Cl. 546 F 2d 367 (Dec. 15, 1976).

(34) Gaston & Associates v. U.S., 27 Fed CI. 243 (1992).

(35) Mountain Home Contractors v. U.S., 192 Ct. Cl. 16, 425 F.2d 1264.

(36) Blount Bros. Const. Co. 171 Ct. Cl. 478, 496, 346 F.2d 962, 973 (1965).

(37) Ibid. @ 496, 497.

(38) Lewis v. Anchorage Asphalt Paving Co., F. 2d 1188 (Alaska 1975).

(39) Helene Curtis Industries, Inc. v. U.S., 160 Ct. Cl. 437 (1963).

(40) Nash, p. 313.

(41) A. S. Wikstrom, Inc. v. State, N. Y. Supreme Court, App. Div. (April 8, 1976).
(42) Monitor Plastics Co., ASBCA 11 187, 67-2 BCA  6408.

(43) American Dredging Co., ENGBCA Nos. 2920 et al. 72-1 BCA { 9316.
American Dredging Co. v. U.S., 207 Ct. Cl. 1010 (1977); also see Appeal of
Gaudelli Brothers, Inc., GSBCA No. 7123 (March 5, 1984). (Default termination
was proper where a contractor refused to proceed with the work until an agreement
had been reached on the price of a change order.)

(44) Granite Construction Co. (ENGBCA No. 3561, 76-1 1 11,748).

(45) Hydrospace Electronics & Instrument Corp., ASBCA 17922, 74-2 BCA |
10682.

(46) Bechtold Paving, Inc. v. City of Kenmore, 446 N.W.2d (N.D. 1989).

(47) Kammer Construction Co. v. U.S., 203 Ct. Cl. 182 (1973); also see Appeal of
Kelley Control Systems, Inc., VABCA No. 2,337 (July 24, 1987). (An interim
inspection and approval did not relieve the contractor of the duty to conform to the
specifications.)





