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Abstract

This study aims at specifying the main areas of research in Adult Education
(A.E). The study also explores the major problems that face A.E research in
Egypt. Besides, it identifies to what extent these problems are connected with
some variables. These variables are:

a) Research gender i.e. male or Female.

b) Why the research is done; i.e. to get a higher diploma in A.E, to obtain
M.A, Ph.D. in AE or to be entitled for a promotion or participation in
conferences .....etc.

¢) Work location of the researcher himself, i.e. university, research center, or
elsewhere.

Through investigating these problems, the study aimed at proposing some
recommendations and ways to solve them.

The problem of study can be summed up as follows. It is noticed that education
literature in general and that related to A.E in Particular, is almost free from
research especially directed to look for and study the problems pertaining to the
technicalities, approaches and methods of research in A. E or their problems
that can affect research efficiency. The discipline of A.E is relatively new with
its organize basics and rules. Therefore, the door is open for further work to
identify its concepts, characteristics, research approaches and its problems that
may more or less differ, from problems of other fields of education,

consequently, research work in these problems represent an important
necessity.

The importance of this study is in its contribution in consolidating A.E
and filling in some of the clear gaps in the field of its researches in Egypt in
addition, it may help in boosting the level of research in this type of education,
through diagnosing some of its research problems and suggesting some means
and recommendations to overcome such problems.



The study used the descriptive research method using questionnaire that
were designed to reveal the main problems that face research in A.E, as well as
to know their degree of influence on directing research. That came from the
responses of the study sample which amounted to 154 researchers who
registered in professional diploma degree, M.A, Ph.D. in A.E, and a sample of
researchers in Education Research centers beside other centers specialized in
A.E in Egypt.

The researcher used the method of arithmetic means, percentages,
neutral degrees and Chi-Square test, to validate the responses of the study
variables regarding admitting facing these problems. He also used T-test to
identify the degree of differences of the above mentioned variable groups.

The study is composed of six chapters:-
Chapterl  : Deals with the research problem and its question - mark.

Chapter 2 : Deals with the research problems in A.E as reflected in
previous Arabic and foreign studies.

Chapter 3 : Shows A.E research problems as reflected from its issues.
Chapter 4 : Deals with the procedures followed in field study.

Chapter S : Shows the results of the field study that can be briefed as
follows:-

1- The main areas in A.E are: The concepts, nature of AE & its
philosophy, nature of A.E institutes & their programs, sources of
learning used in A.E, measures & tools used A.E, and finance.

2- The main problems facing research in A.E are:

- Existence of management personnel who are not specialized in
AE.

- Weakness in coordination among research institutes concerned
with A.E .

- Scarcity of A.E specialized departments in universities and
research centers.

- Some A.E organizations take their decisions without depending
on scientific research.

- Lack of coordination or complementation among researches
which may lead to their repetition.

- Non-existence of A.E research master plan.

- A.E institutes concentrate on implementing their programs
without paying attention to research work.

- Weakness of foreign languages among researchers.

- Some adult groups are neglected in the society and that causes
scarcity in researches related to them.

- Insufficient funds for A.E



3-

The gender has the least effect on the responses of the study sample.

4- The two variable (aim of the research & work location of the

5-

researcher) are of the most effective on the individuals of the sample.

There is reliable statistical data existing among the three variables of
the study, which are included in the questionnaire.

Chapter 6 : This is the chapter of conclusions and recommendations

through which we can overcome such problems. These
recommendations are based on the study findings and not beyond
it. The main recommendations are:

Hold training sessions for researchers in the field, these sessions
include developing their skills in using information technology,
promote the spirit of team work, skills of dealing with adults, furnish
them with knowledge and skills that help them in using foreign
languages functionally, besides bringing to their attention what is up-
to-date in A.E especially concepts and fields.

Achieve and support coordination between universities and research
institutes from one side and the institutes working in A.E from the
other side.

Encourage A.E institutes to benefit by the results and
recommendations of researches & studies.

Establish tools and links that connect and coordinate between
universities and institutes working in A.E

Support A.E researchers to take part in conferences and related
activities on the local, national & international level.

Provide Arabic libraries with A.E references and periodicals.
Increase funds allocated for A.E research.

Giving attention for selection researchers and preparing them
according to their capabilities.

Work on preparing and generating specialized leaders in the field
from competent employees.

Prepare a master plan of research that covers the already studied
topics, the topics in the pipeline and the proposed topics. All
research institutes should participate in it.

Set up specialized academic departments for A.E in universities and
research centers.

Encourage team-work research.

Encourage external scholarships and co-supervision of researchers in’
the field.





