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summary of/he research

An Evaluation of the Concepts Involved in the Stories Presented
to Kindergarten Children.

Introduction: -

Childhood plays ~role ofparamount importance in the life ofnations, for the
way they are brought up and educated, very much influences the future of such
nations. Therefore, care given. to kindergarten childrenhelps them grow normally ,
and for this very reason, the Ministry ofEducation emphasized the importance of such
a phase, and put forward a variety ofgoals amongst which is the provision of some
concepts that are in level with the children's growth levels. The story is an important
activity where by to provide such concepts appropriate to child growth levels .
Consequently , it is up to those who are concerned to take care ofthe standard of
children stories where in such concepts are involved.

The main question ofthe research, there fore, can be fo rmulated as follows :

How far social, mathematical, scientific and artistic concepts are provided in stories
presented to the kindergarten child of 5-6 years ofage?

This question branches offinto the following subquestions :

1 - What's the existing narrative activity presented to kindergarten children ?

2 - What concepts are appropriate to kindergarten children ?

3 - To what extent are these concepts provided for the kindergarten child
through stories ?

4 - What is the proposed strategy for the narrative activity that provider
KG. 'childwith such concepts?

Limitations of research:

The research is limited to : -

1 - The stories told by all KG. teachers at El-Tebbein Educational Zone, Cairo
Governorate, experimental and private kindergartens at the age offive to six
years. .

2 - Concepts are nnnted to social, mathematical, scientific and artistic concepts
involved in such stories.

The research sample:

All K G. teachers at E1-Tebbein Educational Zone, with their number being
30 teachers are the sample ofthe research.
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Tools and Procedures:

The tools used and the procedures followed are :

1 - Reviewing the literature dealing with the use of stories in developing these
concepts and~e evaluation ofr<.G. child stories nationally and internationally .

2 - Introducing the theor' . frame-work ofthe research that deals with the goals
w ~

and the activity programme ofthe K G. stage, concepts and the role ofstory to
provide children with concepts .

3 - Recognizing the existing narrative activity in KG. stage via a questionraire to
teachers in. El -Tebbein Educational zone for getting an idea as concerns the
features of the present narrative activitydone during the dailyprogramme, and
through-nut a :full KG. year, using cassette recorders and cards onto which the
recorded materials are put down .

4 - Working out a criterion against which social, mathematical; scientific, and artistic
concepts, appropriate to KG. childgrowth levels are evaluated. This criterion
has been judged by experts in the field ofmethodology, curriculum, childhood,
and psychology. An analysis of ninety stories told by the KG. teachers to
children has been done 'in the light ofsuch a criterion to ascertainthe extent to
which appropriate concepts are involved in such stories.

Results of the Research:

The research has cometo the follwing conclusions.

1 - Some conceptswere explicit in such stories. These are the social concepts such as
greetings,congratu1atiQh~/ mathemetica1, such as numbers, measuring; and
scientifig: such as those relating to mammals; birds, insects, fish, andparts ofthe
body. The ~eason for this is that such concepts are concrete, sensory and ofdirect
experiences accessible to children.

2 - Some concepts involved in the stories were only implicit. They were social
concepts such as, consolation, visiting the ill, patience, advice, food habits,
mathematical concept~.. such as, classification, addition, subtraction, circles; and
scientific concepts;such as floating, and sinking. Thereason for these concepts to
bethus implicit is that they are abstract and inaccessible in a direct way .

3 - Mathematical concepts such as zero, square, rectangular, shapes, or triangle;
s~ienti#c concepts, such as solution, or evaporation, and artistic concepts such as
TO.UC.~illjwere not observed, although they were given priority by juries

4 - Some ofthe storiespresented, at the K G. stage were fraught with a diversity of
. concepts, making it difficult for the child to conceive what' s approriate for them

5 - There were concepts involved in the stories but not. included in the criterion, such
as regretting, stealing, or mocking as social concepts, the c~ncept of quantity as a
mathematical.concept, and scientific concepts, such as flight, rain and growth.
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6 - There were concepts involved in the stories at issue that were beyond the child
growth level;. these were social concepts such as honesty. Children are able to
know how to keep things belonging to others and give them back, but not to
realise what a promise is. As for mathematical concepts, non-digital mumbers
were inaccessible in three stories , though the child of this stage realises the
meaning of the digits r Also the concepts oftime to mean leisure was beyond the
child's comperhension.

7 - There were some stories involving concepts which might be mistaken by children
because of their imaginative aspects. Children like stories where there is
imagination" lVevertheless, teachers have to explain the right concept, otheswise
children may acquire {afse concepts.

However, most of the social, mathematical, scientific and artistic concepts
were involved in the stories under consideration.

For using stories in presenting concepts appropriate to children.a stretegy has
been introduced. The strategy involes three successive stages:

1 - Planning for the narrative activity in the light ofappropriate concepts.

2 - Selecting the appropriate stories .

3 - providing a suitable setting where the stories can efficientlybe told to children.
The teacher organises a meeting with children in a way that enables each child to
listen S-.-RR..~ effectively. The teacher provides a lead-in that creates an
atmosphere appropriate to the beginning ofnarration , then presents her story and
finally evaluates the story via some questions asked to children concerning the
theme and morale of the story; role - playing ofthe story or some parts ofit;
acting some characters or doing some activities that introduce the concepts
desired to be presented via the story to the child's mind.
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