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Abstract

The concept of literature in Arabic languge developed
throughout the literary ages starting from the moralistic
meaning through the educational and cultural meaning,
until it reached its special meaning which is the
expression of an emotional experience evolved from the
literator’s concept of the universe and life.

These values may differ according to literatori,
environments and ages. Yet, they must evolve as a result
of a specific concept of the universe, man and life and
the nature of relations between the components of this
concept.

The questions are whether high school students,
when reading literature materials within the curriculum,
can appreciate the beauty of the text feelings. Do
students have the ability to feel the beauty of the
structure and meaning of a text as a result of living the
impressionistic experience as experienced by the
literatori. Does the study of literature allow students to
define the interrelated influence of the environment on
the work of literatori? Do the prescribed books and their
teaching methods allow students to understand the
literatori ~ and  his/her emotional,  expressive
characteristics? And do they reveal the psychological
factors involved in these works and their directions?

Previous literary materials in Bahrain and some Arab
States reveal that schools are incapable of allowing
students appreciate the prescribed literary texts. Hence,
students have negative attitudes towards literature. Other



N

studies reveal that the curriculum of the Arabic literature
in the three school levels do not allow students to acquire
the ability to appreciate literature.

Other rersearchers believe that teaching methods
contribute to the weakness of students’ appreciation of
literature. This is due to the quantity of texts prescribed .
Hence, the researcher would like to pursue the extent of
availability of criteria of schools of literary criticiam in
prescribed books at the high school level. The researcher
in this respect employed the content analysis method to
reveal these criteria in order to arrive at sound results and
to work for their development.

Basic Questions of the Study

The study attempts to find answers to the following
questions:

- To what extent are the criteria of schools of literary
criticism 1n prescribed books at the high school level
in the State of Bahrain are implied?

- To what extent are these criteria observed in

teaching by school teachers ?

The Study Objectives
The study will attempt to achieve the following
objectives:

1. Defining the criteria which should be present in the
literary curriculum at the high school level.

2. Defining the extent these criteria are observed in
teaching by school teachers.

3. Providing a proposed concept for a literary course to
be taught in high schools in the light of the criteria of
schools of literary criticism determined in the light
of content analysis of prescribed books.
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4.Indicating the degree of effectiveness of a curriculum
unit in achieving these objectives in the light of the
criteria of schools of literary criticism.

Results and Conclusions
The results can be summarized usfollow:

First:

1. The study revealed that the literary courses are
inadequate in terms of content of literary texts
and ability to criticise and appreciate texts.

2. The content is not properly and precisely
selected; some of the texts are not suitable and of
low standard.

3.  Some texts lack explanatory notes and comments
to assist readers to appreiate their beauty .

4. The courses do not tackle psychological and
social dimensions vital for text explanations.

5. Texts lack explanatory notes for vocabulary,
introductions to prepare reader understand the
occasion and purpose of text.

6.  Texts do not tackle the current problems and are
far from being suitable to students.

7. The text writer is not mentioned or in some cases
the age he lived in is not well clarified.

Second:

1.The study revealed the follownig: general weakness
among school teachers in their basic language skills.

2. School teachers have mastered skills of planning,
introduction, text division, and presentation.

3.Teachers have mastered skills in commenting on
text.
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4.School teachers are weak in evaluating literary
texts.

5.School teachers are weak in clarifing human and
social values in texts.

Recommendations:

1. Training courses for teachers must be held on
teaching Arabic literature for all study stages.
Teachers must be informed of'the latest methods
in teaching these skills.

2. A Teacher Guide must be prepared in order that
teachers may refer to it if they do not know how
to present and discuss various issues related to
literary texts.

3. All literature books must be developed to suit
their basic purposes.

4. A program must be proposed to development
teachers teaching literature and criticism.

5. Skills that suit the study stage must be identified.

6. Increasing the number of class sessions for
literature studies as they are not enough.

7. Better use of the library facilities to assist in
reading.

Recommendations for Further Studies:

1. An experimental study could be made to improve
literary appreciation of students through using list
of appreeiation skills.

2. A new strategy could be proposed to develop
literary appreciation.

3. A special course to improve teachers skills 1n
teaching literary texts could be devises.





