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* First: Research Summary:

If it is necessary for the student to understand his local environment
in which he lives to be able to relate it to the social S¥Udies he studies, it
is quite essential for the social studies teacher to have an ample
understanding of this environment and its problems to be able to direct
his students’ attention towards it. The lack of such an understanding would
consequently lead to an exclusion of guidance or at least an inadequate

one. Such is the case, the required objectives won't be achieved.

A little attention is directed to the local environment of Sohag
Governorate in the training programs introduced to social studies students
of basic education students section at the Faculty of Education in Sohag,
though it is the environment in which the students are going to work as

teachers at the primary stage after their graduation.

* Research problem:
The problem of the present study could be stated in the following
question:
" How could a suggested course in the local environment for the
teachers of social studies be devised?
More specifically, the study tries to answer the following questions:
1- What are the bases for designing the suggested program?
2- What are the components of the suggested CouviSe i.e. the
objectives, content areas, activities, aids and evaluation
techniques?
3- How could a unit be designed as an example for the other

units of the program?
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* Significance of the study:

I- This study is considered a response to some of the requirements of the
basic education.

2-This study follows the international attitude of "Curricula decentralization".

3- This study is considered a response to the call of environmentalists and
educationatisls to take extra care of the local environment in the
Curricula of social studies.

4- This study is interested in preparing the basic education teacher who is
considered an essential factor in the educational process.

5-This study tries to reveal the geographical, historical and the touristic

features of Sohag environment, required for both the teacher and the

student.

* Delimitation of the study:

1- This study is limited to Sohag Governorate which is rich in its historical
features, natural and social characteristics. The qualities that made it
convenient for the research and study.

2- The study is also limited to the prospective teachers of social studies in
Sohag Faculty of Education who will teach this subjebt to the students
of the primary schools in Sohag.

3- The study is limited to the specification of the suggested CoilrSe bases
and suggesting the units it would include in the light of:

a) objectives b) Content areas ¢) Activities
d) Aids e) Methodology f) Evaluation techniques

4-  The study is limited to designing only one unit selected as an example

for devising the other units of the course. A students' Book, a teachers’

Guide Book and an achievement test were prepared accordingly.
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* Procedure:

To answer the study questions, the following procedure is used:

I- Reviewing the pertinent literature, according to the following criteria:

- Studies related to the field of local environment and Environmental
Education.

- Studies related to the field of the local environment of Sohag.

- Studies related to the field of designing suggested programs.

2- Studying the importance of the local environment role for the
preparation of the social studies teacher.

3- Defining the foundations of the suggested course:

a) The international trends in studying the local environment.

b) The nature of the local society and its problems.

¢) The aims of the Faculty of Education in Sohag.

d) The characteristics and needs of the Faculty of Education
Students.

4- Designing the suggested course of the local environment for the
prospective teachers of social studies in Sohag Governorate, through the
following:

- Stating the objectives of the suggested course.

- Judging the validity of those objectives by a jury of specialists in
curriculum and Methodology, inspectors and teachers to ensure its
Validity and Reliability to the group of study.

- Suggesting a number of topics to be used as content areas for the
suggested program in Sohag's local environment.

- Judging the Validity and Reliability of the main elements of the
suggested program to Sohag's local environment by a Jury of

specialists.
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- Suggesting the activities, aids, methods of teaching and evaluation
techniques suitable for the Course and judging its Validity and
Reliability by jury members.

- Judging the final form of the suggested Course so as to validity
and accordance with the bases of program designing.

5- Selecting one unit from those of the suggested course and designing its

content, in addition to preparing the students' book and the teacher's

Guide Book as well as the achievement test as an example for designing

the other units of the suggested course.

Judging the validity of these tools a jury of specialists.

* Second: Research Suggestions:

1- This study has revealed that the local environment has been overlooked
in the teaching Course introduced to the prospective teachers of the
basic education section at the Faculty of Education in Sohag. This fact
reflects a real shortage of knowledge in that field on part of the student .
Therefore, this study recommends that a few topics dealing with the
local environment should be included in the teaching programs
introduced to basic education student teachers in order to help the
prospective teachers to convey such knowledge and information to their
students.

2- The teaching Course introduced at the Faculties of Education should
include field trips and visits to the local environment in order to help
the prospective teachers to be familiar with this environment. These
programs should also include the educational activities related to the
local environment.

3- Devising tools for assessing the cognitive levels as well as the attitudes

of the students towards their local environment where they are going to
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work in order to avoid the short comings before they graduate,is
recommended.

4- Establishing exhibitions at the Faculties of Education including the
educational activities done by the students e.g. collecting date, pictures,
statistics, maps and samples of the local environment.

5- Holding conferences and training sessions for teachers who have
already graduated ‘in Faculties of Education or in Teacher Training
Institutes in order to provide them with sufficient information regarding
their local environment, the use of such environment in teaching and the
technique of guiding students towards it.

6- Libraries at the Faculties of Education should be provided with more
books and references dealing with the local environment.

7-Providing teachers and pupils at the primary stage with booklets and
periodicals handling the latest events and developments taking place in
the local environment.

8- Historical, geographical touristic and archeological research works and
books should be written and kept as reference for teachers. These books
and researches can be financially sponsored by the environmental
institutions.

9- The supervisors of the social studies should have sufficient information
about the local environment through conferences and lectures prepared
and presented by professors in Faculties of Education , each in his his
field.

10- Maps that deal with the local environment should be issued and
distributed to schools by the Instructional Aids Department in Faculties

of Education and Ministry of Education.
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11- The researcher recommends that each student teachers in the basic
education should prepare a comprehensive study about his local
environment before being graduated. This study could be considered as

one of the essential means of the students evaluation.

* Third: Suggestion Further Research:

The researcher suggests the following further studies:

1- Studies dealing with suggested courses about the local environment in
other govermorates to be used in training pre-service teachers.

2- A suggested course dealing with local environment for the teachers of
science and health i1s Sohag governorate or other governorates.

3- A study that deals with the effect of the current study on developing the
attitudes of the basic education students towards their local environment

4-Training programs in the local environment for the basic education in-
service teachers.

5-A study that deals with the use of environmental approach in developing
the curricula of social studies at basic education schools in Sohag.

6- A suggested program i the local environment to be presented to the
social studies inspectors.

7- Studying the effectiveness of the training courses used with student
teachers in basic education section at the Faculty of Education on their
understanding of the local environment.

8- Preparing an integrated guide for teachers who teach social studies to
pupils at the basic education ( First stage) using the local environment

approach.
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