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For this observation | am indebted to Professor Morris H. Abrams of Cornell University. : J,EJ\ (16)
In one of several gatherings of the Fundamentalism Project, sponsored by the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, he asked: «To what extent may one fundamentalist
movement be generated to oppose an inimical fundamentalism®» (Fundamentalisms
Compared, Spring Conference 1991, summary notes, 12). What follows here is an attempt to
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A full exposé of these later developments is tracked from a feminist perspective in the : JJ&_H 17
above cited article by Amrita Chhachhi.
For instance, in Engineer, ed., The Shah Bano Controversy, one finds numerous essays : ).Jé._ﬂ (18)

of value as well as the text of the original judgment (23-34), but no essay sets forth the
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Pakistani point of view. Only a brief piece critical of the Indian ulema is included in Janak Raj
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It is from this South Asian perspective that Benedict Anderson’s much touted thesis : LSl (19)
about nationalism as an imaginary construct, inducing cohesion where none was intrinsically
available, is in need of correction: the colonial manipulation of difference persists beyond
independence and often precludes the possibility of cohesion on some superseding criterion

even after independence has been achieved.
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