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Summary of Study

Language is one of the most important social aspects the human mind
has produced during its different phases of development. It has played an
important role in making human beings superior to other creatures. It also
provides generations with the major tools for development and advance as it is
one of the most important methods of organizing the human society and its
advance. It is also the way of thinking, expressing oneself and communication.

It is as well the method of teaching, learning and preservation of human

legacy.

If communication among people and societies is considered the most
important function of language, expressing oneself is its most important
method. It could also be considered the highest aim the education systems

attempted to achieve.

Expressing oneself orally of in writing could be seen as the end of all
the art and types of language learning, as the final goal of language learning is
enabling the learning to express himself easily and clearly, and aim to which
all the language arts and studying in different field is directed. The ability is
the teachers, tool in imparting information to the leaner and the understanding.
It is also the field where the learners, literary talents could be discovered.
Essay writing is considered a communication method that overcomes the
barriers of time and place. Without it peoples can not either preserve their

culture and legacy of benefit from the human mind productions.

Though very important, essay writing has never received its due

attention either by the Ministry officials specialized in Arabic teaching or the



curriculum designers. This is clearly shown in leaving of essay writing
teaching to the personal attempts without selecting the best methods. Thus, its
teaching has become completely random starting from the setting of goals to
the evaluation naturally leading to the reflection of all this on the weak
abilities of the learners.

No disputing that deduction is faced nowadays by a number of
challenges and pressures such as great quantitative and qualitative advance of
human knowledge, characterized by speed and complexity, the overpopulation
and the subsequent educational overpopulation best represented in the
excessive number of students joining schools every year, the communication
revolution resulting in the speed of knowledge transfer in addition to the
economical and social problems resulting from all these changes. The
previous pressuring factors demand the educational system to be more active
and up-to-date. They also demand the invention and experimentation of new
methodologies as older methods are no longer valid for facing such
conditions.

Among those challenges and pressures facing the educational systems is
the use of traditional methods that decrease the speed of learners, development
in the field of creative expression of oneself and mind working. Thus, the
researcher has experimented on the effect of self-study method on the
development of essay writing abilities and the acquisition of self-dependence
value.

The study problem is verbalized in the following questions:

1- What are the objective criteria that should be found in the teaching of essay
writing through self-study for first year secondary students?

2- How valid are these criteria in the essay wrings of these students?
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3- What are the differences between males and females as measured by these

criteria when evaluating the self study essay writing?

To answer these questions, the theoretical and practical framework was

established and the study followed the following steps.

* Step One:

In this step, the researcher reviewed the related Arabic and foreign
previous studies and research works carried out in the field of essay writing
and self study. These studies varied largely and were divided into two sections
as follows: |

a. Studies related to essay writing.

b. Studies related to self-study.

Every study was handled individually as to its subject, aims, procedures
results, comment, its relation to the present study by showing how the
researcher made benefit of it. At the end of each section, there was a general
comment on all the studies showing their relation to the present study, how
benefited it their similarities and differences. However, the present study drew
a lot of benefits from related studies as they supported the study problem,
provided some of the criteria needed or in other words the skills of essay
writing used later in designing the present study criteria, realizing the validity
of self-study as a learning method.

* Step Two:

Inthis step language and essay writing were handled as to the meaning
of language, its importance, its relation to essay writing in general and Arabic
essay writing in particular, in addition to showing the teacher’s obligations in

this respect. This step was also concerned with specifying the problems of
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studying Arabic and clarifying the general aims of teaching Arabic to the
secondary stage and those of first year secondary in particular (study subjects)

and finally the general aims and objectives of essay writing.

* Step Three:

In this step the essay writing curriculum was dealt with as to its bases
and the criteria essential for its learning and teaching. Thus, the researcher
showed the essay writing importance to : the society vision of the world,
human beings and life in addition to the people’s character and their
philosophical views. It also showed its relation to democracy and consultation,
the human nature, personal freedom and the human entity. It also dealt with
the role of writing in personifying the oral reality and turning it to a visual
one. It demonstrated and predicted the criteria to be followed by the learners
of essay writing as the obligation of the teacher and learners. Finally, it
demonstrated the summary of the linguistic, psychological, social and

educational foundations on which essay writing teaching is based.

* Step Four:
This step deals with self-fulfillment through the use of self-study. The

researcher explained: self-fulfillment, human entity and self study assuring
that each learner has a selective will that should be respected and used as
much as possible within the limits of his abilities. He concluded his own
definition of self study that suits the nature of present study to enable those
responsible for the educational system to see the characteristics of self learner

and the suitable teaching method of Arabic in general and essay writing

specifically.
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Then, the researcher clarifies the importance of self-study and the extent
of its effect in educational field, its purposes, aims, psychological and
educational bases. After that he stated steps of self study concerning essay
writing and compared it to the traditional way achieving the first study goal
which is specifying the self-study method and its importance for teaching

Arabic in general and essay writing specifically.

* Step Five:

This step is concerned with preparing the tool to be used in the present
study, namely the criteria the researcher designed according to the theoretical
framework of the study. The tool was validated through being judged by
a number of academic and educational Arabic language and methodology
specialists. The tool was finalized after due corrections and manipulations.
The experiment was applied to the study group divided into 4 subgroups: two
control groups of boys and girls and two experimental groups of boys and
girls all in first year secondary and belonging to the advanced classes. Each
group was made up of 33 students all similar in social background, and age.
The study lasted for a whole semester.

After experimentation, the pre-essay writings of all four groups and the
post- writing of the two experimental groups were analyzed according to the
ten criteria specified and their thirty items.

* Step Six:

In this step, data were analyzed and explained. The researcher showed

the conclusions he reached and made suggestions for further research. The

main results of the study are:
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1-The differences between means of scores of the experimental and control
boys groups in the specified four topics and according to the ten criteria
are of a statistical significance as shown by the t-test at 0.05 in favor of the
experimental group.

2-The differences between means of scores of the experimental and control
girls groups in the specified four topics and according to the ten criteria
are of a statistical significance as shown by the t-test at 0.05 in favor of the
experimental group.

3- All the previous accordsto the first hypothesis which states thatthere are
statistically significant differences in the level of ability to write essays
between students using the self study method and those following the
ordinary method in favor of thee first group.

4- The advance order in the means of scores of the two experimental groups
students in the four topics fluctuated as girls had better means of scores
than boysin the fourth topic. As to order of achievement level of boysin
those topics, it was as follows: the third, the first, the fourth then the
second with means 2.56, 2.64, 2.53 respectively. As to girls, it was as
follows: the fourth, the first,the second and finally the third receiving 2.69,
2.58, 2.55 and 2.54 respectively. The latest proves the effect of self-study
on the development of progress for both groups especially girls in the
fourth topic. This proves the second hypothesis wrong, which states that
there are no statistically significant differences between boys and girls in
essay writing for the groups following the self study technique as girls

were superior boys.
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The final results showed that girls and boys learn essay writing through
self-study better in quality and quantity. They achieve greater development in
written essay than those learning through the traditional way a fact that

achieves the other goals of study.
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